132 Part 1 Fundamentals of Effective Writing

9. The old historic house had a broken garage door, shutters that were peeling,
and a crumbling chimney.

10. In the early nineteenth century, Newburyport, Massachusetts, was a ship-
building center, a trade and commerce port, and a city where there were

many fine ship captains’ homes.
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Using a Consistent Poin of View
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REVIEW TEST 2.
In the following passage, change verbs as needed so that they are consistently in
the past tense. Cross out each incorrect verb and write the correct form above it, as

shown in the example. You will need to make nine corrections.

Late one rainy night, Mei Ling woke to the sound of steady dripping.
When she got out of bed to investigate, a drop of cold water spiershes

onto her arm. She looks up just in time to see another drop form on the

ceiling, hang suspended for a moment, and fall to the carpet. Stumbling
i the kitchen, Mei Ling reaches deep into one of the cabinets and lifts
out a large roasting pan. As she did so, pot lids and baking tins clattered
out and crash onto the counter. Mei Ling ignored them, stumbled back

o the bedroom, and places the pan on the floor under the drip. But a
minute after sliding her icy feet under the covers, Mei Ling realized she
s in trouble. The sound of each drop hitting the metal pan echoed like a

I gunshot in the quiet room. Mei Ling feels like crying, but she finally thought

| * of a solution. She got out of bed and returns a minute later with a thick

l bath towel. She lined the pan with the towel and crawls back info bed.
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