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Secondly, the power of punishing he wholly gives up and engages his
natural force (which he might before employ in the execution of the law of nature,
by his own single authority, as he thought fit) to assist the executive power
of the society, as the law thereof shall require. For being now in a new state,

wherein he is to enjoy many conveniences from the labor, assistance, and society
of others in the same community, as well as protection from its whole strength,

he is to part also with as much of his natural liberty in providing for himself ag

the good prosperity and safety of the society shall require—which is not only
necessary but just, since the other members of the society do the like.

But though men when they enter into society give up the equality, liberty,

and executive power they had in the state of nature into the hands of the soci-
ety, to be so far disposed of by the legislative as the good of the society shall
require; yet it being only with an intention in everyone the better to preserve
himself, his liberty, and property (for no rational creature can be supposed to
change his condition with an intention to be worse), the power of the society, or
legislative constituted by them, can never be supposed to extend farther than
the common good, but is obliged to secure everyone’s property by providing
against those three defects above mentioned, that made the state of nature so
unsafe and uneasy. And so whoever has the legislative or supreme power of any
commonwealth is bound to govern by established standing laws, promulgated
and known to the people, and not by extemporary decrees; by indifferent and
upright judges, who are to decide controversies by those laws; and to employ
the force of the community at home only in the execution of such laws, or
abroad to prevent or redress foreign injuries and secure the community from
inroads and invasion. And all this [is] to be directed to no other end but the
peace, safety, and public good of the people.

CHAPTER XIX. OF THE DISSOLUTION OF GOVERNMENT

He that will with any clearness speak of the dissolution of government ought
in the first place to distinguish between the dissolution of the society and the
dissolution of the government. That which makes the community and brings
men out of the loose state of nature into one politic society is the agreement
which everyone has with the rest to incorporate and act as one body, and so be
one distinct commonwealth. The usual and almost only way whereby this
union is dissolved is the inroad of foreign force making a conquest upon them.
For in that case (not being able to maintain and support themselves as one
entire and independent body), the union belonging to that body which con-
sisted therein must necessarily cease, and so everyone return to the state he
was in before, with a liberty to shift for himself and provide for his own safety,
as he thinks fit, in some other society. Whenever the society is dissolved, it is
certain the government of that society cannot remain. . . .

Besides this overturning from without, governments are dissolved from
within.

First, when the legislative is altered. Civil society being a state of peace
amongst those who are of it, from whom the state of war is excluded by the
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umpirage'” which they have provided in their legislative for the ending all
differences that may arise amongst any of them, it is in their legislative that
the members of a commonwealth are united and combined together into one
coherent, living body. This is the soul that gives form, life, and unity to the
commonwealth; from hence the several members have their mutual influence,
sympathy, and connection. And therefore when the legislative is broken or
dissolved, dissolution and death follows. . . .

There is . . ., secondly, another way whereby governments are dissolved,
and that is when the legislative or the prince (either of them) acts contrary to
their trust. . . .

The legislative acts against the trust reposed in them when they endeavor
to invade the property of the subject and to make themselves, or any part of the
community, masters or arbitrary disposers of the lives, liberties, or fortunes of
the people.

The reason why men enter into society is the preservation of their property,
and the end why they choose and authorize a legislative is that there may be
laws made and rules set as guards and fences to the properties of all the mem-
bers of the society, to limit the power and moderate the dominion of every part
and member of the society. For since it can never be supposed to be the will of
the society that the legislative should have a power to destroy that which
everyone designs to secure by entering into society, and for which the people
submitted themselves to legislators of their own making, whenever the legisla-
tors endeavor to take away and destroy the property of the people, or to reduce
them to slavery under arbitrary power, they put themselves into a state of war
with the people, who are thereupon absolved from any farther obedience and
are left to the common refuge which God has provided for all men against
force and violence. Whensoever therefore the legislative shall transgress this
fundamental rule of society and, either by ambition, fear, folly or corruption,
endeavor to grasp themselves, or put into the hands of any other, an absolute
power over the lives, liberties, and estates of the people, by this breach of trust
they forfeit the power the people had put into their hands for quite contrary
ends, and it devolves to the people, who have a right to resume their original
liberty and, by the establishment of a new legislative (such as they shall think
fit), provide for their own safety and security, which is the end for which they
are in society. . . .

In both the forementioned cases, when either the legislative is changed or
the legislators act contrary to the end for which they were constituted, those
who are guilty are guilty of rebellion. For if anyone by force takes away the
established legislative of any society and the laws by them made, pursuant to
their trust, he thereby takes away the umpirage which everyone had consented
to for a peaceable decision of all their controversies and a bar to the state of war
amongst them. They who remove or change the legislative take away this deci-
sive power, which nobody can have but by the appointment and consent of the
people; and so destroying the authority which the people did, and nobody else
can, set up, and introducing a power which the people has not authorized, they

“umpirage: authority to make a final decision. [D. C. ABEL]




