THE CRUSADES

If an index of popular piety and support for the
pope in the High Middle Ages is needed, the
Crusades amply provide it. What the Cluny reform
was to the clergy, the Crusades to the Holy Land
were to the laity: an outlet for the heightened reli-
gious zeal, much of it fanatical, of the late eleventh
and twelfth centuries.

Late in the eleventh century, the Byzantine Em-
pire was under severe pressure from the Seljuk
Turks, and the Eastern emperor, Alexius I Com-
nenus (r. 1081-1118), appealed for Western aid. At
the Council of Clermont in 1095, Pope Urban II
(r. 1088-1099) responded positively to that appeal,
setting the First Crusade in motion. (See “Pope
Urban II [r. 1088-1099] Preaches the First Cru-
sade,” page 238.) This event has puzzled some his-
torians, because the First Crusade was a risky
venture. Yet the pope, the nobility, and Western
society at large had much to gain by removing
large numbers of nobility temporarily from Eu-
rope. Too many idle, restless noble youths spent
too great a part of their lives feuding with each
other and raiding other people’s lands. The pope
saw that peace and tranquility might more easily
be gained at home by sending these quarrelsome
aristocrats abroad, 100,000 of whom marched off
with the First Crusade. The nobility, in turn, saw
that fortunes could be made in foreign wars. That
was especially true for the younger sons of noble-
men, who, in an age of growing population and



shrinking landed wealth, saw in Crusading the op-
portunity to become landowners. Pope Urban may
well have believed that the Crusade would recon-
cile and reunite Western and Eastern Christianity.

Religion was not the only motive inspiring the
Crusaders; hot blood and greed were no less strong.
But unlike the later Crusades, which were under-
taken for mercenary reasons, the early Crusades
were inspired by genuine religious piety and care-
fully orchestrated by a revived papacy. Popes
promised the first Crusaders a plenary indulgence
should they die in battle. That was a complete re-
mission of the temporal punishment due them for
unrepented mortal sins, and hence a release from
suffering for them in purgatory. In addition to this
spiritual reward, the prospect of a Holy War
against the Muslim infidel also propelled the Cru-
saders. Also, the sheer romance of a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land played a role. All these motives
combined to make the First Crusade a Christian
success.

En route the Crusaders also began a general
cleansing of Christendom that would intensify
during the thirteenth-century papacy of Pope Inno-
cent III. Accompanied by the new mendicant or-
ders of Dominicans and Franciscans, Christian
knights attempted to rid Europe of Jews as well as
Muslims. Along the Crusaders’ routes, especially
in the Rhineland, Jewish communities were sub-
jected to pogroms.

The First Victory The Eastern emperor wel-
comed Western aid against advancing Islamic
armies. However, the Crusaders had not assem-
bled merely to defend Europe’s outermost borders
against Muslim aggression. Their goal was to res-
cue the holy city of Jerusalem, which had been in
the hands of the Muslims since the seventh cen-
tury. To this end, three great armies—tens of
thousands of Crusaders—gathered in France,
Germany, and Italy and, taking different routes,
reassembled in Constantinople in 1097. (See
Map 7-1.)

The convergence of these spirited soldiers on the
Eastern capital was a cultural shock that deepened
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1095 Pope Urban II launches the First
Crusade
1099 The Crusaders take Jerusalem
1147-1149 The Second Crusade
1187 Jerusalem retaken by the Muslims
1189-1192 Third Crusade
1202-1204 Fourth Crusade

antipathy toward the West. The Eastern emperor
suspected their motives, and the common people,
whose villages they plundered and suppressed, did
not consider them to be Christian brothers in a
common cause. Nonetheless, the Crusaders ac-
complished what no Byzantine army had been able
to do. They soundly defeated one Muslim army
after another in a steady advance toward
Jerusalem, which they captured on July 15, 1099.
The Crusaders owed their victory to superior
military discipline and weaponry, and were also
helped by the deep political divisions within the
Islamic world that prevented a unified Muslim
resistance.

The victorious Crusaders divided conquered
territories into the feudal states of Jerusalem,
Edessa, and Antioch, which were apportioned to
them as fiefs from the pope. Godfrey of Bouillon,
leader of the French-German army, and after him
his brother Baldwin, ruled over the kingdom of
Jerusalem. The Crusaders, however, remained
small islands within a great sea of Muslims, who
looked on the Western invaders as savages to be
slain or driven out. Once settled in the Holy
Land, the Crusaders found themselves increasing-
ly on the defensive. Now an occupying rather
than a conquering army, they became obsessed
with fortification, building castles and forts
throughout the Holy Land, the ruins of which can
still be seen today.

Once secure within their new enclaves, the
Crusaders ceased to live off the land, as they had
done since departing Europe, and increasingly
relied on imports from home. As they developed
the economic resources of their new possessions,
the once fierce warriors were transformed into in-
ternational traders and businessmen. The Knights
Templar, originally a military-religious order.
remade themselves into castle stewards and es-
corts for Western pilgrims going to and from the
Holy Land. Through such endeavors, they be-
came rich, ending up as wealthy bankers and
moneylenders.

The Second and Third Crusades Native resistance
broke the Crusaders’ resolve around mid-century.
and the forty-year plus Latin presence in the East
began to crumble. Edessa fell to Islamic armies i
1144. A Second Crusade, preached by Christen-
dom’s most eminent religious leader, the Cistercias
monk Bernard of Clairvaux (1091-1153), attempted
a rescue, but met with dismal failure. In October
1187, Saladin | 1138-1193), king of Egypt and Syna
reconquered Jerusalem. Save for a brief interlude
in the thirteenth century, the holiest of cities =
mained thereafter in Islamic hands until the twent-
eth century.
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Routes and several leaders of the Crusades during the first

century of the movement are shown. The names on this map do not exhaust the list of great
nobles who went on the First Crusade. The even showier array of monarchs of the Second
and Third Crusades still left the Crusades, on balance, ineffective in achieving their goals.

A Third Crusade in the twelfth century
(1189-1192) attempted yet another rescue, led by
the most powerful Western rulers: Hohenstaufen
emperor Frederick Barbarossa, Richard the Lion-
Hearted, the king of England, and Philip Au-
gustus, the king of France. It became instead a
tragicomic commentary on the passing of the
original crusading spirit. Frederick Barbarossa
drowned while fording a small stream, the Saleph
River, near the end of his journey across Asia
Minor. Richard the Lion-Hearted and Philip
Augustus reached Palestine, only to shatter the
Crusaders’ unity and chances of victory by
their intense personal rivalry. Philip Augustus
returned to France and made war on Richard’s
continental territories. Richard, in turn, fell cap-

tive to the Emperor Henry VI while returning to
England.

The English paid a handsome ransom for their
adventurous king’s release. Popular resentment of
taxes levied for that ransom became part of the
background of the revolt against the English
monarchy that led to royal recognition of English
freedoms in the Magna Carta of 1215.

The long-term results of the first three Cru-
sades had little to do with their original purpose.
Politically and religiously they were a failure.
The Holy Land reverted as firmly as ever to
Muslim hands. The Crusades had, however,
been a safety valve for violence-prone Europeans.
More importantly, they stimulated Western trade
with the East, as Venetian, Pisan, and Genoan
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a mission to win the Greeks and the Slavs to the
Roman Church. Western control of Constantin-
ople continued until 1261, when eastern emperor
Michael Paleologus (r. 1261-1282), helped by the
Genoese, who envied their Venetian rival’s wind-
fall in the East, finally recaptured the city. This
fifty-seven-year occupation of Contstantinople did
nothing to heal the political and religious divisions
between East and West.

THE PONTIFICATE OF INNOCENT 111
(x 1198-1216)

Pope Innocent III was a papal monarch in the
Gregorian tradition of papal independence from
secular domination. He proclaimed and practiced
as none before him the doctrine of the plenitude of
papal power. In a famous statement, he likened
the relationship of the pope to the emperor—or the
church to the state—to that of the sun to the
Crusaders sail towards the Holy Land, from a twelfth- moon. As the moon received its light from the sun,
century gilded silver and enamel panel from the Pala so the emperor received his brilliance (that is, his

4'Oro in the Basilica of St. Mark, Venice. The city-state of ¢ he hand of .
\enice, with its dominance of eastern Mediterranean crown) from the hand © the pope—an allusion to

shipping, profited enormously from the Crusades. Picture the famous precedent set on Christmas Day, 800,
Desk, Inc./Kobal Collection when Pope Leo I1I crowned Charlemagne.
Although this pretentious theory greatly ex-
merchants followed the Crusaders across Byzan- ceeded Innocent’s ability to practice it, he and his
tium to lucrative new markets. The need to re- successors did not hesitate to act on the ambi-
supply the Christian settlements in the Near East  tions it reflected. When Philip 1I, the king of
also created new trade routes and reopened old France, tried unlawfully to annul his marriage,
ones long closed by Islamic supremacy OVer the Innocent placed France under interdict, suspend-
Mediterranean. ing all church services save baptism and the
last rites. The same punishment befell England
The Fourth Crusade It is a commentary onboth  with even greater force when King john refused
the degeneration of the original crusading ideal and o accept mnocent’s nominee for archbishop of
the Crusaders’ truc historical importance that a  Canterbury. Later in the chapter it will be shown
Fourth Crusade transformed itself into a piratical,  how Innocent also intervened frequently and
commercial venture controlled by the Venetians. forcefully in the political affairs of the Holy
In 1202, 30,000 crusaders arrived in Venice to set  Roman Empire.
sail for Egypt. When they could not pay the price of
transport, the Venetians negotiated an alternative ~ The New Papal Monarchy Innocent made the pa-
venture: the conquest of Zara, a rival Christian pacy a great secular power, with financial re-
port on the Adriatic. As a shocked world watched,  sources and a bureaucracy equal to those of
the Crusaders obliged the Venetians. Zara, howev- contemporary monarchs. During his reign the pa-
er, proved to be only their first digression; in 1204,  pacy transformed itself, in effect, into an efficient
they beseiged, captured, and sacked Constantin- ecclesio-commercial complex, which reformers
ople itself. would attack throughout the later Middle Ages. In-
This stunning event brought Venice new lands  nocent consolidated and expanded ecclesiastical
and maritime rights that assured its domination of taxes on the laity, the chief of which was “Peter’s
the eastern Mediterranean. Constantinople was pence.” In England, that tax, long a levy on all but
now the center for Western trade throughout the the poorest houses, became a lump-sum payment
Near East. Although its capture embarrased Pope by the English crown during Innocent’s reign. In-
Innocent III, the papacy was soon sharing the — mnocent also imposed an income tax of 2.5 percent
spoils, gleeful at the prospect of extending Roman  on the clergy. Annates (the payment of a portion or
Christianity to the East. A confidant of the pope all of the first year’s income received by the holder
became patriarch of Constantinople and launched  of a new benefice) and fees for the pallium |an




