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8. How does Truth’s argument about women’s suffrage compare to that
of Stanton (earlier in this chapter)? Which is more effective and why?

Thinking Beyond the Text

3. Do you believe that the struggle for equal rights links all marginalized
groups, as Truth does? Or is every struggle for equality a separate
struggle by separate groups for their own gain?

10. Research thelegal rights of women in the late 1860s, Is Truth’s description
of the powerlessness of women in court an accurate one for the time?

For Writing & Discussion

1L Truth refers to unequal pay several times. Research this issue in mod-
ern America: For every dollar a man makes, how much does a modern
woman earn? How does this unequal earning compare to earnings
25 years ago? Fifty years ago? Describe the results of your research in a
short essay.
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SUSAN B. ANTHONY

At the age of 17, when she worked as a teacher, Susan Brownell
Anthony (1820-1906) fought for equal pay for women teachers, co-
education, and college training for girls. She met Elizabeth Cady
Stantonin 1851, and thereafter the two were known as the leaders of
the women’s rights movement, working integrally to organize the
National Women Suffrage Association and later the National Amer-
ican Woman Suffrage Association. She lectured about women’s
rights throughout the United States and Europe, and, with Stanton
and Matilda Joslyn Gage, she compiled volumes one through three
of the History of Women Suffrage. Anthony acknowledged Stanton
as founder of the women's rights movement; Anthony’s legacy lies
in her singular goal of fighting for women’s suffrage, as well as her
perseverance in rallying people of both sexes to her cause. The U.S,
Mint issued the Susan B. Anthony dollar coin in 1979 to honor her,
Anthony gave the speech “On Womer’'s Right to Vote” after
being arrested in 1872 for voting. She led a group of women to the
polls in Rochester, New York and was consequently tried, con-
victed, and fined $100. The women’s rights movement rallied
behind her cause, and the case ultimately made it to the U.S.
Supreme Court, which ruled against her. She refused to pay.
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On Women’s Right to Vote

o Prereading Question

The United States is defined as a republican democracy—a system in which
the people elect the leaders who then speak for them in the halls of power. But
can the United States legitimately be described as an aristocracy? An
oligarchy? A meritocracy?

Friends and fellow citizens: I stand before you tonight under indictment
for the alleged crime of having voted at the last presidential election,
without having a lawful right to vote. It shall be my work this evening to
prove to you that in thus voting, I not only committed no crime, but,
instead, simply exercised my citizen’s rights, guaranteed to me and all
United States citizens by the National Constitution, beyond the power of

any state to deny.
The preamble of the Federal Constitution says:

We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union,
establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the

United States of America.

It was we, the people; not we, the white male citizens; nor yet we, the
male citizens; but we, the whole people, who formed the Union. And we
formed it, not to give the blessings of liberty, but to secure them; not to the
half of ourselves and the half of our posterity, but to the whole people—
women as well as men. And it is a downright mockery to talk to women of
their enjoyment of the blessings of liberty while they are denied the use of
the only means of securing them provided by this democratic-republican
government—the ballot.

For any state to make sex a qualification that must ever result in the
disfranchisement of one entire half of the people, is to pass a bill of attain-
der, or, an ex post facto law, and is therefore a violation of the supreme law
of the land. By it the blessings of liberty are forever withheld from women
and their fernale posterity.

To them this government has no just powers derived from the con-
sent of the governed. To them this government is not a democracy. It is
not a republic. It is an odious aristocracy; a hateful oligarchy of sex; the
most hateful aristocracy ever established on the face of the globe; an oli-
garchy of wealth, where the rich govern the poor. An oligarchy of learn-
ing, where the educated govern the ignorant, or even an oligarchy of race,
where the Saxon rules the African, might be endured; but this oligarchy
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