Cinderella

The familiar plot revolves around a girl deprived of her rightful station in the family and given the cruel
nickname "Cinderella" by her horrible stepmother and step-sisters. Forced into a life of domestic
servitude, hence the nickname, as she was forced to tend the fireplace, Cinderella accepts the help of
her attendant spirit ("fairy godmother") who transforms her to attend a royal ball and attract the
attention of the handsome prince.

Unfortunately, the magic comes to an end at the first stroke of midnight. Cinderella loses track of the
time and must flee the castle before her disguise vanishes. In her haste, she loses a glass slipper,
which the prince finds. He declares that he will marry only the girl whose petite foot fits into the
slipper.

Cinderella's stepmother and stepsisters conspire to win the prince's hand for one of them. In the
German telling of the story, the first stepsister fits into the slipper by cutting off a toe, but magical
doves tell the prince to notice the blood dripping from the slipper, and he returns the false bride to her
mother. The second stepsister fits into the slipper by cutting off her heel, but the same doves give her
away. In all variants, Cinderella arrives and proves her identity by fitting into the slipper. The evil
stepsisters are sometimes punished for their deception by having their eyes pecked out by crows or,
in other versions, are forgiven.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinderella#Plot
Sleeping Beauty

At the christening of a long-wished-for princess, fairies invited as godmothers offered gifts of beauty,
wit, grace, and musical talents. However, a wicked fairy who had been overlooked placed the princess
under an enchantment as her gift, saying that, on reaching adulthood, she would prick her finger on a
spindle and die.

A good fairy, though unable to reverse the spell, altered its effect so that the princess, instead of
dying, would fall asleep for a hundred years, until awakened by the kiss of a prince's son.

The king forbade spinning on distaff or spindle, or the possession of one, upon pain of death,
throughout the kingdom, but all in vain. When the princess was fifteen or sixteen she chanced to
come upon an old woman in a tower of the castle, who was spinning. The princess asked to try the
unfamiliar task and the inevitable happened. The wicked fairy's curse was fulfilled. The good fairy
returned and put everyone in the castle to sleep.

Eventually, a prince arrived, and, hearing the story of the enchantment, braved the wood, which
parted at his approach, and entered the castle. He kissed the princess, everyone in the castle woke to
continue where they had left off... and, in modern versions, they all lived happily ever after.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sleeping Beauty

Beauty and the Beast

Beauty's father, caught in a storm, finds shelter in the Beast's palace. As he leaves, he plucks a rose
to bring back to Beauty, offending his unseen host, who tells him he must now die. The father begs to
be allowed to see his daughters again: the Beast says that if one of the man's daughters will return to
suffer in his place, he may live.



