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Issue Essay 
 


The issue essay engages the broader issues of the course in some significant way.  
 
You have written about history; you have written about a film; now write about a specific issue that is 
highlighted in the film. This essay should use your film to discuss an issue within the context of the 
historical period you have chosen to study. Think of the issue essay as the capstone of your project. 
 
Perspective: In the historical context essay, you assumed the role of historian recording real facts. In the 
scene analysis essay you were asked to be a literary scholar analyzing what you see as the structure of a 
scene. Your identity in this essay is more that of an intellectual reflecting on the role this film as a whole 
plays in the dynamics of culture: 
 
Approach: What to write about? The topics should be yours, should come from the inside out. You must 
decide; you must choose what to write about. 
 
Some general points to consider: 
• You should have a definition of history and a sense of how it operates in our culture –  
• You should have a sense of what's at stake in the way your history subject is portrayed 
• If your subject is a familiar one, why is it told and retold? 
• If your subject is a familiar one, why is it retold now? 
• If your subject is an unfamiliar one, why has it not been told and retold? 
• If your subject is an unfamiliar one, why is it retold now? 
• What viewpoint does your film take on the subject? 
• If there is controversy or if there are multiple perspectives on your subject, where does the film stand? 
• What verb would you use to describe what your film does with history? does your film narrate history, 
mold it, shape it, manipulate it, revise it, fabricate it . . . .? 
• What noun would you use to describe what your film does with history? Is it history as therapy, as 
glorification, as weapon, as sermon, as . . . .? 
• How does the film relate to the time in which it was made? What were the 20s like? The 40s? the 60s? 
why was it made then, and why was it made in a specific way then? 
• What is our time like? and how does the film relate to it? 
• How would you describe the "speaker" of the film? 
• What specific response does the film want from its audience? 
 
The essay should be a minimum of 3 pages	
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