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3. Walker compares the slaves’ state unfavorably with that of other oppressed
peoples through history: the Israelites under the Egyptians, the Greeks under
the Turks, the Helots under the Spartans. In what ways does he find the
American slaves’ 3ituation to be worse than those earlier subjugations?
According to Walker, what element of the American Dream is the motivatian
behind slavery? Slavery is a good example of the way in which one group's
pursuit of the American Dream can deny another group’s realization of it.
How did slaveholders justify their actions?

From “Democracy in America”
(Democratie en Amerique)
ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE

Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-59) based Democracy in America on a
visit he made to the United States from 1831-1832. This book was
to become very influential and popular with its intended French
audience as well as readers in England and the United Stares. His
observations on American life and politics, while certainly colored
by his preference for an aristocracy over a democracy, are quite
astute, and many readers feel de Tocqueville accurately describes the
society he observed while foreshadowing the social and political
directions America’s new democracy would take.

+

Democratic laws generally tend to promote the welfare of the
greatest possible number; for they emanate from the majority -
of the citizens, who are subject to error, but who cannot have an
interest opposed to their own advantage. The laws of an aristoc-
racy tend, on the contrary, to concentrate wealth and power in the
hands of the minority; because an aristocracy, by its very nature,
constitutes a minority. It may therefore be asserted, as a general
proposition, that the purpose of a democracy in its legislation is
more useful to humanity than that of an aristocracy. This, how-
ever, is the sum total of its advantages.

Aristocracies are infinitely more expert in the science of legisla-
tion than democracies ever can be. They are possessed of a self-
control that protects them trom the errors of temporary excitement;
and they form farreaching designs, which they know how to mature
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till a favorable opportunity arrives. Aristocratic governmént pro-
ceeds with the dexterity of art; it understands how to make the‘col—
lective force of all its laws converge at the same time to a given
point. Such is not the case with democracies, whose laws are almost
always ineffective or inopportune. The means of democracy are
therefore more imperfect than those of aristocracy, and thff mea-
sures that it unwittingly adopts are frequently opposed to its own
cause; but the object it has in view is more useful.

Let us now imagine a community so organized by nature or by
its constitution that it can support the transitory action of bad
laws, and that it can await, without destruction, the general te1:1-
dency of its legislation: we shall then conceive how a'democratlc
government, notwithstanding its faults, may _be bes'g fitted to pro-
duce the prosperity of this community. This is precisely what has
occurred in the United States; and I repeat, what I have l?efo%"e
remarked, that the great advantage of the Americans consists in
their being able to commit faults which they may afterwards
repair. ‘ _

An analogous observation may be made respecting public
officers. It is easy to perceive that American democracy frequently
errs jn the choice of the individuals to whom it entrusts the power
of the administration; but it is more difficult to say why the state
prospers under their rule. In the first place, it is to be remarked
that if, in a democratic state, the governors have less hoqesty
and less capacity than elsewhere, the governed are more enlight-
ened and more attentive to their interests. As the people in democ-
racies are more constantly vigilant in their affairs gnd more
jealous of their rights, they prevent their representatives from
abandoning that general line of conduct which their own interest
prescribes. In the second place, it must be remerpbered that if the
democratic magistrate is more apt to misuse his power, he pos-
sesses it for a shorter time. But there is yet another reason which
is still more general and conclusive. It is no doubt of importance
to the welfare of nations that they should be governed by men of
talents and virtue; but it is perhaps still more important E_or them
that the interests of those men should not differ from the.mtc.arests

of the community at large; for if such were the case, their virtues
might become almost useless and their talents might bf: turned to
a bad account. T have said that it is important that the interests of
the persons in authority should not differ frorp or oppose th.e
interests of the community at large; but T do not insist upon their
having the same interests as the whole population, because I am
nbt aware that such a state of things ever existed in any country. . . .
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The men who are entrusted with the direction of public
affairs in the United States are frequently inferior, in both capac-
ity and morality, to those whom an aristocracy would raise to
power. But their interest is identified and mingled with that of the
majority of their fellow citizens. They may frequently be faithless
and frequently mistaken, but they will never systematically adopt
a line of conduct hostile to the majority; and they cannot give a
dangerous or exclusive tendency to the government. . . .

The English aristocracy is perhaps the most liberal that has
ever existed, and no body of men has ever, uninterruptedly, fur-
nished so many honorable and enlightened individuals to the
government of a country. It cannot escape observation, however,
that in the legislation of England the interests of the poor have
often been sacrificed to the advantages of the rich, and the rights of
the majority to the privileges of a few. The result is that England
at the present day combines the extremes of good and evil fortune
in the bosom of her society; and the miseries and privations of her
poor almost equal her power and renown.

In the United States, where public officers have no class inter-
ests to promote, the general and constant influence of the govern-
ment is beneficial, although the individuals who conduct it are
frequently unskillful and sometimes contemptible. . . .

There is one sort of patriotic attachment which principally
arises from that instinctive, disinterested, and undefinable feeling
which connects the affections of man with his birthplace. This
natural fondness is united with a taste for ancient customs and a
reverence for traditions of the past; those who cherish it love their
country as they love the mansion of their fathers, They love the
tranquillity that it affords them; they cling to the peaceful habits
that they have contracted within its bosom; they are attached to
the reminiscences that it awakens; and they are even pleased by
living there in a state of obedience. . . .

But there is another species of attachment to country which
is more rational than the one I have been describing. It is per-
haps less generous and less ardent, but it is more fruitful and
more lasting: it springs from knowledge; it is nurtured by the
laws; it grows by the exercise of civil rights; and, in the end, it is
confounded with the personal interests of the citizen. A man
comprehends the influence which the well-being of his country
has upon his own; he is aware that the laws permit him to con-
tribute to that prosperity, and he labors to promote it, first

because it benefits him, and secondly because it is in part his
own work. . ..
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wealthy and prosperous than that which appears so contented with
its Iot; and when we compare them, we can scarcely conceive how
SO many new wants are daily felt in the former, while so few seem
to exist in the latter,

If this remark is applicable to those free countries which have
preserved monarchical forms and aristocratic institutions, it is still
more so to democratic republics. Tn these states it is not a portion
only of the people who endeavor to improve the state of society, but
the whole community is engaged in the task; and it is not the exi-
gencies and convenience of a single class for which provision is to
be made, but the exigencies and convenience of al] classes at once.

It is not impossible to conceive the surprising liberty that the

Americans enjoy; some idea may likewise be formed of thejr
extreme equality; but the political activity that pervades the
United States must be seen in order to be understood. No sooner
do you set foot upon American ground than you are stunned bya
kind of tumult; a confused clamor is heard on every side, and a
thousand simultaneous voices demand the satisfaction of their
social wants. Everything is in motion around you; here the people
of one quarter of a town are met to decide upon the building of a
church; there the election of a representative is going on; a little
farther, the delegates of a district are hastening to the town in
order to consult upon some local Improvements; in another place,
the laborers of a village quit their plows to deliberate upon the
project of a road or a public school. Meetings are called for the
sole purpose of declaring their disapprobation of the conduct of
the government; while in other assembiies citizens salute the
authorities of the day as the fathers of their country. Sacieties
are formed which regard drunkenness as the principal cause of
the evils of the state, and solemnly bind themselves to give an
example of temperance.

The great political agitation of American legislative bodies,
which is the only one that attracts the attention of foreigners, is a
mere episode, or a sort of continuation, of that universal move-
ment which originates in the lowest classes of the people and
extends successively to all the ranks of society, It is impossible to
spend more effort in the pursuit of happiness, . . .

Democracy does not give the people the most skillful govern-
ment, but it produces what the ablest governments are frequently
unable to create: namely, an all-pervading and restless activity, a
superabundant force, and an energy which is inseparable from it
and which may, however unfavorable circumstances may be, pro-
duce wonders. These are the true advantages of democracy.

—
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In the present age, when the destinies of Christendom seem to
be in suspense, some hasten to assail democracy as a hostile
power while it is yet growing; and others already adore this new
deity which is springing forth from chaos. But both parties are
imperfectly acquainted with the object of their hatred or their
worship; they strike in the dark and distribute their blows at
random.

We must first understand what is wanted of society and its
government. Do you wish to give a certain elevation to the
human mind and teach it to regard the things of this world with
generous feelings, to inspire men with a scorn of mere temporal
advantages, to form and nourish strong convictions and keep
alive the spirit of honorable devotedness? Is it your object to
refine the habits, embellish the manners, and cultivate the arts,
to promote the love of poetry, beauty, and glory? Would you con-
stitute a people fitted to act powerfully upon all other nations,
and prepared for those high enterprises which, whatever be their
results, will leave a name forever famous in history? If you
believe such to be the principal object of society, avoid the
government of the democracy, for it would not lead you with cer-
tainty to the goal.

But if you hold it expedient to divert the moral and intellectual
activity of man to the production of comfort and the promotion of

~ general well-being; if a clear understanding be more profitable to

man than genius; if your object is not to stimulate the virtues of hero-
ism, but the habits of peace; if you had rather witness vices than
crimes, and are content to meet with fewer noble deeds, provided
offenses be diminished in the same proportion; if, instead of living in
the midst of a brilliant society, you are contented to have prosperity
around you; if, in short, you are of the opinion that the principal
object of a government is not to confer the greatest possible power
and glory upon the body of the nation, but to ensure the greatest
enjoyment and to avoid the most misery to each of the individuals
who compose it—if such be your desire, then equalize the conditions
of men and establish democratic institutions. . ..
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For Discussion and Writing

1. In this excerpt from Democracy in America, de Tocqueville compares
American democracy with the aristocracies of England and France. His per-
spective as a strong supporter of the aristocracy is evident in his writing.
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1

Find some sections in which his perspective is particularly clear, and identify

other sections in which he seems i i i

superiority of aristocratic governmeic’:.quesnon i sssumprions about the
. To what c!oes de Tocqueville ascribe the remarkable patriotism (at one poi

he callls it ".this irritable patriotism”) of the American? Contem gr?::t
:;::r:nzn:v ﬁlsagdree on thel pro.priety of overt displays of patriotism. \li/herg
) A y en do you Pelleve It‘IS appropriate to display patriotism?
How 0'e5 de Tocqueville explain the great "bustle and activity” he
in Americans’ political lives? How does this energy “produce wonders?s:'e'l?s
Wl':‘at extent can contemporary political life in America be characte;' 3
as "bustle ar'1d activity”? To what extent is it “producing wonders”? -
:'.)e T:cquewl.lg wrote Demacracy in America for his fellow French citizens,
n what specific ways does he address this audience?

Simple Gifts
ELDER JOSEPH BRACKETT

Joseph Brackett (1797-1882) wrote “Simple Gifts” in 1797, while h
;)fit an Elcjer of ?he 'Shaker church in Maine. The Sizakers Z
acg' ;séc;::{t ;nom_matzon _fou'na"ed in 1772, were known for tI;eir
acti Singinrc “‘;?rvzr;es(,; whf,ch involved trembling, shouting, dancing
and s ofth% i :;5 e ifts” is generally sung to the tune of the hymn
Elder Brackett died on July

able age of 105, 4, 1882, having reached the remark-

+

,T{s the gift to be simple, *tis the gift to be free

Tis the gift to come down where we ought to i)e
:Anc.l when we find ourselves in the place just ri ht
Twill be in the valley of love and delight o
When true simplicity is gain'd, '

To bow and to bend we shan’t be asham’d
T(') turn, turn will be our delight, Lo
Till by turning, turning we come round right.
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