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Chapter 66 TEXTS THAT MIX GENRES
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was game to clap and dance and sing. It was a clear and s,u

ay e S h gleateSt ra Y hVe SC l()()l was out
W ne was the ppe a y and
to have fl.ln,

eir way outy
ew Orleans, |
so long

nny day, |
It was ti }

Engaging with the Text

1. How doe.s Dz‘aw?'d Ramsey ORGANIZE his text? Why do you think he ch
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Bechdel/Fun Home

ALISON BECHDEL
Fun Home

Alison Bechdel became a cartoonist and writer after growing up in Lock
Haven, Pennsylvania, where both her parents were high school English
teachers; her father also ran a family-owned funeral home that his chil-
dren called the “fun home.” This selection is from Fun Home: A Family
Tragicomic (2006), a best-selling graphic memoir that was chosen by
Time magazine as number-one of its “10 Best Books” of 2006. In it,
Bechdel chronicles her childhood and her coming to recognize both her own
homosexuality and her father’s, which she learned of only after his death.
Before publishing Fun Home, she had become known for her cartoon strip
Dykes to Watch Out For, which followed the lives of a group of lesbian
characters over twenty-five years; the strips were published in gay and
lesbian newspapers and eventually on the web, as well as in twelve book-
length collections. In 2012, Bechdel published another graphic memoir, Are
You My Mother?, which focuses on her relationship with her mother.
Bechdel’s work has also appeared in Ms., Slate, the Village Voice, the
Advocate, Out, and many comic books and anthologies.
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