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30.

31.

32.

Responsible for implementing the school board’s policy decisions
A. principal
B. teachers
C. parents
D. superintendent

You pay this much in taxes per a year on a property valued at $250,000 if you live in a mud
district #172

A. $2,225

B. $1,500

C. $1,335

D. $3,300

A municipality is another name for
A. county
B. district
C. city
D. none of the above

Responsible for collecting the state’s sales tax in on behalf of the state

A. state tax collectors
B. retail businesses
C. general contractors
D. state accountants

The single largest budget expenditure for state and local governments in Texas is
A. health and human services
B. local prisons system
C. public safety
D. public education

Local taxes paid by businesses for using the public’s right of way [public property]
A. property
B. sales
C. franchise fees
D. severance

To convict the governor of Texas of impeachment charges this vote is required in the
Legislature

A. simple majority

B. 213

C. 35

D. none of the above

The Houston ISD board has these many members
A 2
B. 4
C.. 9
D. 18
When a city, county or state is divided in geographical areas of roughly equal populations for
elections purposes
A. incorporated municipality
B. unincorporated municipality
C. district
D. home-rule city
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33. This vote is required in the Texas Legislature to override a governor’s veto

A %
B. simple majority
C. 213
D. 35

34. This member of the Texas plural executive runs the agency that enforces the state’s weight and
measures
A. commissioner of the general land office
B. railroad commissioner
C. commissioner of agriculture
D. controller of public accounts

35. The Harris County commissioners court is the county’s
A. legislature
B. executive
C. judiciary
D. government

36. If you own a property valued at $178,000 in the City of Houston, you have to pay $ in
property taxes.
A. 1,780
B39
G2
D=2/8%2

37. If you own a property valued at $205,000, how much do you have to pay in school property taxes
to the Houston ISD?
A. 2,050
B. 2357
C. 1,889
D. 4,239

38. The Texas governor is limited to these many terms in office
A 2
B. 4
C 6
D. none of the above

39. The Harris County MTA sales tax is
A 1%
B. 1:42%
C. 6.25%
D. 2%

40. This member of the Texas plural executive runs the agency inspects gasoline pumps
A. commissioner of the general land office
B. railroad commissioner
C. commissioner of agriculture
D. controller of public accounts
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41. A professional administrator that acts as the chief executive of a city
A. mayor
B. council-mayor
C. city-manager
D. strong-mayor

42. Harris County has these many constable districts
A 12
= 0]
c e
D. 4

43. The Texas lieutenant governor is limited to these many terms in office
A 2
B. 4
(Ggets)
D. none of the above

44. Local elections in which candidates’ party affiliations appear on the ballot
A. nonpartisan elections
B. partisan elections
C. party elections
D. primary elections

45. In Texas, this public official is part of the plural executive
A. Major of Houston
B. Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
C. Harris County Judge
D. Attorney General

46. In Texas, one of the ways to fund community colleges is through
property taxes

sale taxes

income taxes

excise taxes

cow»

47. The office term of a Texas governor is a
A. one 2-year term
B. one 4-year term
C. one 6-year term
D. none of the above

48. An example of a fee charged by the City of Houston
voting fees

moving fees

user fees

airport fees

cow>

49. In Texas, school districts receive this much revenue from local taxes
40%

3%

57%

75%

cow»>
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50. The only governor in the history of Texas to be removed from office on impeachment charges
A. Rick Perry
B. Gregg Abbott
C. James Ferguson
D. Robert Bullock

51. Cities issue bonds for
A. deficit spending
B. budget shortfall
C. balancing budget
D. capital improvement projects

52. In Harris County, property owners have to pay $0.19 for every $100 of property value for
A. HCC
B. MUD #172
C. Harris County
D. HC Hospital District

53. An example of a user fee charged by the City of Houston
voting

sewer

moving

liquor

oQm2

54. When the governor can selectively eliminate specific items in an appropriation bill while signing
the rest into law
authorization veto

reclaim veto
line-item veto

appropriation veto

oow>

55. In Texas, a finance system designed to increase funding for poor school districts by
redistributing money from wealthy districts
A. Robin Hood Plan
B. Texas Redistribution Plan
C. Texas Poor Schools Plan
D. Wealthy ISDs Redistribution Plan

56. This Texas government agency is in charge of issuing driver licenses and supervises highway
traffic

Dept. of Public Safety

Sheriff

Constable

Texas Police Dept.

oow>

57. If you own a property valued at $205,000 and you receive the homestead exemption, how much
you have to pay in school property taxes to the Houston ISD?

2,300

2,185

1,900

820

vow>
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58. An example of a license fee charged by the City of Houston
A. voting
B. water
C. moving
D. liquor

59. In Houston, people living in this district have to pay $0.09 for every $100 of property value
A. Houston Community College
B. MUD #172
C. Harris County
D. HC Hospital District

60. Departments and agencies that form part of the executive branch in Texas are know as the
governor’'s

cabinet

council

ministry

none of the above

i Qe Tup B

61. Local government that provides public education services to district residents from
kindergarten to 12" grade
A. utility district
B. college district
C. IsD
D. charter school

62. The next elections for Texas governor would take place in
A. 2015
B. 2018
C. 2016
p. 201Z

63. In Texas, elections for school board members are
partisan

nonpartisan

regular

state-wide

cowy

64. This member of the Texas plural executive runs the agency that administers the Veterans Land
Program
A. commissioner of the general land office
B. railroad commissioner
C. commissioner of agriculture
D. controller of public accounts

65. The Texas governor is inaugurated the third Tuesday of this month every four years during odd-
numbered years
A. November
B. December
C. January
D. February
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66.

67.

68.

70.

71.

72

73.

74.

This political party controlled the executive in Texas from 1874 to the early 1990s
A. Democrat
B. Republican
C. Whig
D. Socialist

This state has the 2™ most community college districts in the country
A. New York
B. Florida
C. Texas
D. California

Has the power to call special sessions of the Texas Legislature
A. lieutenant governor
B. Speaker of the House
C. governor
D. majority leader

In Texas, this county court handles small claims lawsuits
A. district
B. justice of the peace
C. municipal
D. state

This sheriff's office is the largest in Texas with well over 10,000 officers
A. Dallas
B. Austin
C. Houston
D. none of the above

Under the Texas plural executive, the governor is responsible for appointing this executive
official

A. Comptroller

B. Attorney General

C. Land Commissioner

D. Secretary of State

The value of all taxable property in Harris County is about
A. $ 66 billion
B. $ 166 billion
C. $ 266 billion
D. $ 366 billion

The HISD school board has these many members
A 3
BLCS
c:o9
PEc12

In 2012, HISD spent this much per student
A. $4,000
B. $8,000
C. $12,000
D. $16,000
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75. This is one of the requirements to run for governor of Texas
A. 45 years old
B. resident alien

C. natural born citizen
D. resident of Texas 5 years before to the election

76. This Texas local court has jurisdiction over class C misdemeanors
A. Supreme Court
B. Court of Criminal Appeals
C. district
D. municipal

77. In 2013, these many wealthy school districts fall under Robin Hood
A. 1,000
B. 500
C. 250
D. 374

78. Another name for a county
A. city
B. special district
C. unincorporated area
D. borough

79. The Texas Rangers are under the jurisdiction of this state agency
A. Dept. of Public Safety
B. Sheriff
C. Constable
D. Texas Police Dept.

80. Local fees people pay for the use of a public service and in some cases a private one

A. franchise

B. user

C. licenses

D. none of the above

81. In Texas, this county court handles evictions
A. district
B. municipal
Ci P
D. probate

82. The City of Houston’s zoning laws were passed in
1984

2000

2004

none of the above

cow»

83. This ISD generates $1,330 per student per year
A. Edgewood
B. Highland Park
C. Katy
D. Crystal City

10
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84. Most large cities in Texas have this form of city government
A. council-manager
B. strong mayor-council
C. strong council
D. weak council

85. The main source of revenue for county governments in Texas is this tax
A. sales
B. property
C. income
D. payroll

86. Elections for the mayor of Houston are
A. partisan
B. nonpartisan
C. every four years
D. none of the above

87. This state commission approves the curricula [classes taught] in Texas colleges
board of education

railroad commission

public utility commission

none of the above

cow>

88. Responsible for managing the day-to-day operation of a school district
board of trustees

commissioners court

city council

superintendent

Sow>

89. The current homestead exemption in the City of Houston is
A. 20% of the home's value
B. 15% of the home’s value
C. 10% of the home’s value
D. 5% of the home’s value

90. Harris County has these many jails
AA. 12

B9
C. 6
D. 3

91. An example of term limits for government officials in Texas
governor

state House

Houston city council

state Senate

cow»

92. This local government is responsible for conducting primary and general elections
state

county

board of elections

city

Sow»

11
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93,

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99,

100.

101.

Although morally desirable, these urban policies can have detrimental economic effects
because they can start pushing business and people away

distributive

allocational

redistributive

constructive

cow»

This ISD generates almost $9,000 per student per year
A. Houston
B. Bay City
C. Katy
D. Glen Rose

The Texas legislature has been able to override governor’s Perry vetoes these many times
A. 40
B. 20
. 10
D. 0

Municipal ordinances that set minimum standards for the types of materials used in
construction projects

A. zoning codes

B. standard codes

C. building codes

D. design codes

In Texas, this type of district provides water and sewer service
A. MAD [municipal appraisal district]
B. MWS [municipal water & sewer]
C. MUD [municipal utility district]
D. MSD [municipal special district]

Municipality that is subjected to Dillon’s rule
A. home-rule city
B. general-law city
C. incorporated municipality
D. unincorporated municipality

If you own a property valued at $300,000, you have to pay this much in property taxes to the
Harris County hospital district

$2,050

$3,239

$1,332

$570

Sow>»

An example of a city’s policing power
health ordinances

taxes

creating the budget

spending

cowy

This political party gained control the executive in Texas from 1994 to today
Democrat

Republican

Whig

Socialist

Cow>

12
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106.

107.

108.

109.

110.
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oow»
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A state trust fund created to help finance public education
Permanent School Fund
State School Fund

I1SD Fund

Texas Public Education Fund

The Texas attorney general was one of twenty-seven other state attorney generals that
sued the federal government over the constitutionality of the Affordable Care Act

A.
B.

true
false

The Houston City Council is composed of these many members

5
16
1
9

In Texas, this county court tries Class C misdemeanor cases

district

justice of the peace
municipal

state

This state has the most counties in the country
California

Alaska

Texas

Florida

Elections for the Houston city council are
partisan

nonpartisan

every four years

every six years

In Texas, responsible for hiring the ISD superintendent

city mayor
county judge
board of trustees
governor

The mayor of Houston is elected in
district-wide elections

state-wide elections

city-wide elections

nation-wide elections

This county has a property tax of $0.40 per $100 of
Tarrant

El Paso

Dallas

Harris

value

13
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117.
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oow>

cow>

= o w >
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cowy

cow>

cowy
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The city council is basically the of a city.
legislature

executive

judicial

none of the above

These many utility districts are in operation in Texas
1,100

2,100

300

900

Elections for mayor of Houston take place during
even-numbered .

odd-numbered

every 3 years

every 4 years

In Texas, counties are responsible for providing state services to local residents
true
false

Local elections where party labels do not appear on the ballots
partisan

nonpartisan

regular

none of the above

City policies aimed at benefiting low-income residents
developmental

redistributive

allocational

capital

This local government is responsible for enforcing state laws
federal

city

county

ISD

The office term for the Harris County sheriff is a
one two-year term

one six-year term

one four-year term

none of the above

In Texas, the typical salary of a city-manager in a large city is
$230,000 to $400,000

$1500,000 to $230,000

$430,000 to $500,000

$500,000 to $1,000,000

14
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cow>
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This ISD has a property tax of $1.15 per $100 of value
Houston
Dallas

Katy
Sugar Land

This city is the largest in the country without zoning laws
New York

Miami

Dallas

Houston

The Harris County sheriff’s office is responsible for
patrolling the border with Mexico

executing the death penalty for those on death row
providing bailiffs for the district courts

evictions

Cities issue bonds for
deficit spending
building utility plants
budget shortfall
balancing budget

The Harris County commissioners court consists of these many commissioners
s

14

4

31

In unincorporated municipalities fire protection is sometimes the job of
city fire department

state fire department

Fire marshal’s office

volunteers

The Available School Fund receives this much from the state’s motor fuel taxes
Y

13

2/3

Y%

The mayor of Houston is elected in this type of elections
at-large

state-wide

district-wide

none of the above

The Harris County commissioners court has
budget-making authority

annexation authority

charter-making authority

none of the above

15
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129.

This member of the Texas plural executive runs the agency that runs the state’s school

lunch program

A.
B.
C.
D.

130.

attorney general

railroad commissioner
commissioner of agriculture
controller of public accounts

Procedure where voters can remove elected officials from office before the expiration of

their term

A.
B.
C.
D. ousting

131.

referendum
recall
initiative

In 2011, this much money was distributed from wealthier to poorer school districts in

Texas under Robin Hood

cow»

132.

D9 w >

133.

3.6 billion
1.2 billion
2.4 billion
4.8 billion

This state fund distributes money to schools based on average attendance
Permanent School Fund

State School Fund

ISD Fund

Available School Fund

One of the requirements for a recall is gathering a certain number of signatures as

established by

=6 BB

134.

135.

9 QWP

136.

Y e

Sow>

voters

city council

city charter
Texas Legislature

This Harris County mud district has a property tax of $0.89 per $100 of property value
#172

#344

#688

#13

Developmental urban policies aim at expanding a city’s
tax base

population

services to the poor

encouraging residents to move to the suburbs

The Harris commissioners court has
limited ordinance-making authority
unlimited ordinance-making authority
no ordinance-making authority

none of the above

16
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139.

140.

141.

142.

143.

144.

145.

Sow»
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Sow>

Sow>»

cow>

cow>

The City of Houston fiscal budget ends on
October 1%

August 30"

July 1%

June 30"

The Harris County judge is basically the county’s
judiciary

executive

legislative

clerk

When voters can restrict the number of terms a public official can serve in office
term recall

term ordinance

term limit

term restriction

Harris County commissioners are elected by
districts

at-large

state-wide

city-wide

When a city can exercise only those powers expressly allowed by the state
annexed municipality

unincorporated municipality

Dillon’s rule

home-rule city

In Texas, responsible for operating county jails
constable

sheriff

city police

state police

This city has a property tax of $0.64 for every $100 of value
Houston

Dallas

San Antonio

Austin

Texas has these many school districts
3,200
2,400
1,041
4,000

The salary of the mayor of Houston is
$225,000
$231,000
$216,000
$209,000

47
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152.
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154.
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cow>

Sow>
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Responsible for setting an ISD’s property tax rate
superintendent

mayor

county judge

board of trustees

An official in a court of law who keeps order and looks after prisoners
bailiff

jailer

sheriff

constable

A property tax reduction granted to homeowners on their principal residence
federal tax exemption

school tax exemption

city tax exemption

homestead exemption

In 2013, this ISD is projected to have an average property wealth per student of $112,000

Crystal City
Houston
Glen Rose
Kingwood

These city policies enhance its economic position in its competition with other cities
developmental

redistributive

allocational

none of the above

In states like Florida and Arizona retirement communities with deed restrictions can
exclude children from leaving there

allow children to live there

exclude seniors from leaving there

none of the above

A city, town or village with governmental powers granted by the state
incorporated municipality

unincorporated area

unincorporated city

none of the above

The chief law enforcement officer for counties in Texas
constable

sheriff

county police

bailiff

In charge of the executive branch of city government
council

commissioners court

mayor

none of the above

18




image19.jpeg
156.

157.

158.

cow>

o0owm>

o0w>

A lawsuit dealing with the disposition of the property of a deceased individual
contract

domestic

tort

probate

One of the arguments in favor of deed restrictions is

set minimum standards for the types of materials used in construction, building design, etc.
to require all dwelling places to meet certain standards of upkeep and structural integrity
promote safer streets, better schools, better housing

prevent a drop in property value for residents of the area

The average property wealth per student required to fall under Robin Hood is
$320,000
$620,000
$920,000
$120,000

This local government provides emergency services, healthcare and community health

services for those who cannot afford health insurance or are on Medicaid

159.

160.

161.

162.

=

o

Sow> cow>

DO

cow>

college hospital district
MUD

health control district
HC Hospital District

Housing codes are

ordinances requiring all dwelling places to meet certain standards of upkeep and structural
integrity

ordinances that set the most highest standards for the types of materials used in construction,
building design, etc.

private contractual agreements that limit what residential property owners can do with their
houses and land

none of the above

In Texas, this law enforcement agency handles evictions
sheriff

constable

rangers

none of the above

An example of term limits for government officials in Texas
governor

state House

mayor of Houston

state Senate

The office term for Harris County constable office is
one two-year term

one six-year term

one four-year term

none of the above

19
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168.

169.

170.

171

cow>
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oW

Sow> Cow> Sow>

SO

Sow>»

The City of Houston has this form of city government
strong mayor-council

city-manager

weak-mayor

council-legislature

This county is the biggest in Texas
Dallas

Houston

Travis

Harris

The budget of the City of Houston for fiscal year 2015-2016
$9 billion

$4 billion

$5.2 billion

$8 billion

Responsible for approving the budget of an ISD
superintendent

mayor

county judge

board of trustees

An example of a business that has to pay franchise taxes to local governments
telephone

sales

restaurants

hotels

This state has the 2™ most junior and community college districts in the country
Texas

Florida

New York

California

Ordinances are another name for
warrants

deed restrictions

city laws

subpoenas

This state commission regulates the oil and gas industry in Texas
general land office

railroad commission

public utility commission

oil and gas commission

In 2014, the Houston ISD has these many students
4.3 million

1 million

354,000

210,000

20
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172. If you own a property valued at $250,000, how much do you have to pay in property taxes
to Harris County?

4,000

3,000

2,000

1,000

o0 mp

173. Cases involving the violation of city ordinances are tried in these courts
district

county

federal

municipal

oo mp

174. Since 1997, the lottery has contributed this much to finance public schools in Texas
$15 billion

$9 billion

$29 billion

$1 billion

cow>

175, This member of the Texas plural executive runs the agency that oversees the Permanent
School Fund

attorney general

lieutenant governor

commissioner of the general land office

controller of public accounts

com»

176. The power of state and local governments to enact laws concerning such things as
health, safety, morals

public nuisance

policing powers

moral decency laws

none of the above

oow>

. The smallest county in the country is
L. A. county

Dallas county

Cook county

Loving county

00w

178. The sales tax of the City of Houston is
8.25%

1%

6.25%

1.12%

cow»

179. This county is the biggest in the U.S.
Dallas

Houston

Cook

L. A

Oow>

180. When candidates are elected on a citywide basis the elections are called
at-large

single-member district elections

general elections

nonpartisan elections

vow>

21
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181. The lieutenant governor is one of the highest paid in the country
true
false

w >

182. This state has the least number of counties in the U.S.
Montana

North Dakota

Maine

Delaware

o0

183. When the government designates land for industrial, commercial, or residential use
development zones

regional zones

zoning

enterprise zones

vow>

184. The Harris County commissioners court has this responsibility
setting the country’s property tax

create the county’s civil and criminal laws

establish the number of people that can live in the county

none of the above

S

185. The basic law of a city that defines its powers, responsibilities and organization
city charter

city ordinances

municipality laws

city council charter

O >

186. If you own a property valued at $250,000, how much do you have to pay in property taxes
to Houston Community College district?

$1,000

$225

$800

$570

oow>

187. A town that lacks the power to tax
incorporated municipality
unincorporated area

municipality

general-law city

iy

188. The Harris County sheriff’s office is responsible for
patrolling the border with Mexico

executing the death penalty for those on death row
providing bailiffs for the district courts

evictions

cow>

189. A procedure where voters can make and pass their own laws without the city council’s
approval
A. referendum
B. recall
C. initiative
D. bracket laws
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190. Harris County has these many constable precincts

oow»
® 0NN

191. An example of a developmental urban policy
low-income housing

rent assistance

public hospitals

enterprise zones

gow>

192, Harris County has these many sheriff precincts

Sow>
cma N

193. A municipality with the power to make its own charter
home-rule city

general-law city

incorporated municipality

unincorporated municipality

9.0 Wi

194. If you own a property valued at $250,000 and you receive the homestead exemption, how
much do you have to pay in property taxes to Harris County?

2,300

2,185

1,900

800

oow>

485 The judicial branch of city government
district courts

county courts

municipal courts

state courts

Q) e

196. In the City of Houston, these many council members are elected through district
elections

16

5

15

1)

90w

197. The Available School Fund receives this much from the state’s severance taxes
Y2

13

213

Ya

oow>

198. This member of the Texas plural executive is the state’s lawyer and prosecutor
attorney general

solicitor general

prosecutor-in-chief

lawyer-in-chief

cow»
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199.

200.

vow»

ohoR

An example of a user fee charged by the City of Houston
voting

water

moving

liquor

This state commission approves the curricula [classes taught] in Texas colleges
board of education

railroad commission

public utility commission

none of the above
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Exam #5
TEXAS GOVERNMENT
POLS 236
[200 POINTS]
INSTRUCTIONS: PLEASE, WRITE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IN YOUR SCANTRON.
= NAME: ?
= SUBJECT: POLS 236
= PERIOD: 10
= DUE DATE: 08/03/2015 [Beginning of class]
= TEST# 5
= Material: Lectures 5, 6, & 7

= Only “Large” scantrons will be accepted!
= Absolutely “No Late Exams” will be accepted!
= No “Wrinkled” scantons will be accepted!

1. This county official presides over the commissioners court
A. sheriff
B. constable
C. mayor
D. judge

2. The president of the Texas Senate is the
A. vice president
B. Speaker of the House
C. attorney general
D. lieutenant governor

3. The City of Houston fiscal budget starts on
A. October 1%
B. August 1%
C. dulya®
D. May1®

4. This local government is responsible for collecting and maintaining all sorts of records for the
state

county

college district

school district

city

Sow>

5. Contractual agreements that limit what property owners can do with their property
A. zoning codes
B. deed restrictions
C. building codes
D. enterprise zones

6. Under the Texas plural executive, these executive official have to be from the same party as the
governor
A. Attorney General
B. Comptroller of Public Accounts
C. Lieutenant Governor
D. none of the above
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This member of the Texas plural executive runs the agency that collects all taxes on behalf of
the state

A. attorney general

B. lieutenant governor

C. commissioner of agriculture

D. controller of public accounts

The sales tax of the state of Texas is this percentage
A. 8.25
B.7.25
C. 6.25
U..5.25

In Texas, district courts are operated by
A. cities
B. ISDs
C. counties
D. people

When the governor shares power with other independently elected executive officials this is
known as

unitary executive

heterogeneous executive

plural executive

single executive

oow>

If you own a property valued at $125,000 in the City of Houston, and you received the city’s
homestead exemption, you have to pay $ in property taxes.

A. 800

B. 640

C. 480

B 1,100,

The Harris County judge is elected in
A. county-wide elections
B. district elections
C. state-wide elections
D. city-wide elections

This executive official becomes the temporary governor when the governor is out of state
A. lieutenant governor
B. state prosecutor
C. Attorney General
D. Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

An example of a business that has to pay franchise fees
cable TV

hotels

restaurants

transportation

oowm>
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15. The government of an ISD is known as
A. council
B. committee
C. board of trustees
D. commissioners court

16. The longest serving governor in Texas history

A. George W. Bush
B. Ann Richards
C. Rick Perry

D. Miriam Ferguson

17. In the City of Houston, the salary for council members is
A. $55,000
B. $125,000
C. $122,000
D. $7,500

18. Responsible for determining each year the market value of taxable property in Harris County
Harris County Appraisal District

Harris County Assessment District

Harris County Estimation District

Harris County Valuation District

cow»

19. When the governor of Texas does nothing after a bill has reached his office the bill

is vetoed

is accepted by the legislature as invalid
cannot be overridden

becomes law in 10 days

Dow»

20. The term limit for the mayor of Houston is a
four 4-year terms

. two 3-year terms

C. no term limits

D. three 2-year terms

w >

21. This county official is the spokesperson for the county
A. commissioner
B. major
C. judge
D. council member

22. The Texas governor has this budgetary power

authorization veto
reclaim veto
line-item veto
appropriation veto

cow»

23. A town or village without a city charter
A. unincorporated municipality
B. incorporated municipality
C. municipality
D. general-law city








