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Key Vocabulary

» Personal Interest— The subject or question that first inspires interest. This

should not be confused with a preliminary topic.
« Research Interest— A personal interest that has been refined by specificity,

focus, and vantage point.

» Preliminary Topic— A research interest that has been refined enough 1o be a
potential topic but has not yet been tested by research,

Curiosity is the heart of all research. The origin of most research interests stems from the
conflicts, issues, concems, or beliefs encountered in daily work. We question why specific

facets of work succeed while others fail, why some strategies or tactics succeed more than
others, or why people think, leam, and act in ceriain ways. Examples from the workplace that

can stimulate research are: What causes the conflict among members of commitiee work
groups? How accurate are standardized test scores in measuring individual student

achievement?

Leaders trying to improve organizations seek ways to develop better programs, to improve
working relationships, and to motivate people fo complete specific tasks. They might ask, for
»xample, what is the recipe for creating successful change? Is having a forceful leader a
recondition for a successful group? How does the principal guide the teaching staff to improve

ludent performance? Does success come from “telling it like it is™? Each of these guestions
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“an initiale the need 1o seek answers trom others, 16 80 (esearch.
Examine this idea called research imerest. Notics in the preceding examples that the interest

1% framed in two ways. First, § names 8 cunosty of a Concern aboul Some
it identifies the subject itself, Curiosity provides the “wAvy” for the work being considered. The

lopic provides the “vhat” of the research, the subjec 10 be studied. Defining and clarfying s
wihat” of the research allows the researcher 1o denify it in the Merature, Curiosity provides the

personal energy necessary (o pursue the interest,
Three transformations must Lake place before a personal everyday interest can evolve into a
researchable topic for formal study. The first iransformation creates specificity of topic. When

asked 1o select a research interest, mosi beginning researchers vall answer vith a global
response, such as, “l am interested in why students are not achieving.” The problermn with this
response lies in its lack of specificity. Given this statement as presented, could a researcher
see and measure the concern? Of course not. The interest, as expressed, is too broad. A more

detailed definition of the subject under study is needed, A researchable interest must be
precisely stated, An example of a personal interest is, "How does the weather change from

season to season?” A researchable interest might be, “To what degree is March weather in
coastal northern California influenced by an Arctic airflow?” Which of these two interests would

be easier to research—the general or the specific?

~ The second transformation must focus the topic. Is the interest chosen too broad, or does this
interest contain multiple subjects for study? By focusing on precision and clarity, you focus the
interest. You must choose one subject 1o study, one that can be examined clearly. You must set

clear boundaries. Consider this example of focusing a topic. Instead of “| am interested in why
students are not achieving,” try, “What effect does understanding specific academic language

have on achievement in the natural sciences for third-grade Hispanic second-language

learners?”

The third transformation is one of perspective. The personal interest comes from an

individual's need to know more about a specific subject. A researchable interest emerges from
the vantage point of an academic discipline. The interest is no longer a question of “what | need

to know,” but transforms into a question of, “What do those in this academic field know about

the subject, and what do they need to know?” The research comes from that academic field's
scholarly writings and the questions posed in academic conversation and debate about that

subject. Formal research must be approached using the vantage point of a specific discipline
such as sociology or psychology. Selecting an academic discipline provides a direct avenue to

the specific knowledge about the topic.
A personal concern must also be a concern for the larger academic community. A viable

research interest must address the academic field’s need to know and must be a question for
the entire academic community to consider. Does your curiosity, your need to know about
something, mean that the academic community has that same need? Framing a solid research

interest is key to accessing a topic that is researchable in the literature.

A research topic is more than simply the main idea of a paper. The topic provides the entry
point to the literature, decides the boundary of the literature review, identifies the subject of

research, and determines the strategy necessary to answer the research question.

These transformations require three tasks: (1) choosing a personal interest, (2) refining that
1terest, and (3) using the research interest to identify a specific research preliminary topic.
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Task 1. Choose 2 Research Interest
Wi appieer Tesearch Degms Dy salecting an everyday problem, interest, or concem for further
siuny Sesecimp an mieres! for study needs great care and forethought. As the opening quote
sawr “mpe m Gasie tawves! m sars.” Selecling 2 suitable mierest for research is critical to the
sucoess of tne priyect. Thes search begns with personal refiection that uncovers an interest.
FEsearet mierests come mamiy from the researcher's cunosity. Various professional and
Dupie: s2tings prowte the context for these concems and present fruitful opportunities for the
Ascoveny of 2 formal research o if one’s own introspection does not provide an issue, other
avenues are analabie . Topc suggestions can come from expents knowledgeable in the
#eagemw dscpimes or from those who are skilled praciiioners in the field. Perhaps reading
wETuE acavemic ang professonal trade joumals can uncover areas for further research.

Frequenty joumal aticies molude suggestions for further research. Tapping into media and
professona assocaton reports aboun current issues will also uncover research altematives.
At tre cumen rathonal stae mbmlummaManmngyourprofessmnal

Wz ey and use the scentific principies or theonies of your chosen area to address the
mSuE For exampie woa! theones in cognifive psychology speak to the developmental leaminy
aulitles of stugems? VWt does socioiogical theory predict about group behavior? How does
wlira antropongca theory provide an understanding about the culture of the work
commynily” Tre theoretcal models in the vanous social sciences can always provide new
msigits. o tact ﬁmmmmmmmmmmmlmngmmdesa
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* Academic journals
* Topical debates within your profession

* Examining academic theory in your field

Exercises

Throughout this text, you will find a series of exercises to help in the various tasks of developing
a literature review. The first four exercises in this chapter employ free writes. A free write is
Spontaneous writing done without reference to notes or outlines. Its purpose is to explore what
you have already internalized about a subject. These exercises will lead you through the
transformations using four free writes. Each one appears at the end of this chapter's
subsections. The subject statement for each exercise is followed by guiding questions.
Respond to each question by writing ideas as they occur to you.

The following guiding questions will help in specifying your interest and surfacing your
personal attachments. These questions should enable you to pinpoint an interest and
recognize your personal connection with the interest you wish to study.

Use a separate sheet of paper for each session. Copy the topic and the questions for
that exercise at the head of the paper. Then, answer each question in descending
order. Read the question aloud, and then act quickly, allowing ideas and written
responses to flow. As ideas come to mind, write them as simple, independent,
declarative statements, one after the other, as quickly as you can. Do not be
concerned with spelling, grammar, or composition.

Allow no more than about fifteen minutes for each session. If you have exhausted
your responses to the questions before the end of fifteen minutes, wait for about thirty
seconds, and push yourself to find three more responses. After the exercise, put the
paper down without rereading it, and leave it for about a day. At the end of the twenty- “
four-hour period, go back to your writing for that exercise. Read, review, edit, delete,
and add whatever comes to mind. Follow this pattern for the exercise in each of the

next four subsections.

Excercise 1.1: Discovering the Subject of Your Interest or Issue of Inquiry

1. What is your personal interest or issue?
2. What are the component parts of this interest?
3.  Why did you become curious about this question?

Researcher Bias

Researchers often have personal attachments to, and views about, their personal interests.
Researchers have opinions about the problems in their field and often have preferred answers

to which they are committed. These preconceptions, personal attachments, and points of view
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| Excervine 1.2 Understanding the Personal Viewpoint

r'; L. What previous knowledge do you have about your interest?

< What personal experience do you have that influences you about this

F 880 o interest?

[ S What are your bellefs, biases, and opinions about this inferest of

f issua?

| 4. What predisposes you to certain conclusions about the issue or

0 :

j concerm of study?

i 5. How will you identify and isolate your personal bias, opinion, feelings,
and intuition to preserve your nautral position as a researcher?
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Task 2. Refine a Research Interest From a Personal Interes!

Selecting a potential issue for research is just the first task in Step 1 (Select a Topic), Next is
narrowing the selected interest down to a clearly identifiable, significant, and researchable
interest. Often early considerations of a research interest are so broad that subject specificity,
focus, and vantage point are, at best, ill defined. What do you actually want to study? Is it well
m what angle or vantage point, can

defined? What focus will you use to examine it? Where, fro
thin each broad interest that can

you best conduct the research? There are many studies wi
provide important contributions; the trick is to settle on one interest. Clearly define the potentia

research interest, its specific focus, and its vantage point,

Activity 1. Specifying a Research Interest

Is your original interest clearly defined? The key to clearly defining the topic depends on your
ability to isolate the key ideas in the statement of interest. These key ideas—those words ary
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Phases that create the meaning of the interest statoment-—dofine the subject of any research.
Broad interests tend to be ambiguous and not suitable for research, A hazy intarast statemant
may also contain many inferences that need definition, Precise definitions are necossary. The

following example demonstrates the problem.

An example of a research interest used earlier in this chapter was, “To what degreo do

standardized test scores predict true student achievemaent?” This question needs 10 be rafined
before it can produce a usable topic for study. The broad scope and lack of a claar description

of key ideas demand more consideration to gain the specificity needed. Whalt are the key
ideas? To identify them, look first for the subjects, verbs, and objects in the sentances. In this

interest statement, the subject is “scores,” the verb is “do predict,” and the object I8
“achievement.” These are the key ideas to be examined. When taking apart this first interost

statement, it quickly becomes clear that this subject is too broad. What does degree maan?
How can you measure it? What do these test scores assess? What measuremant is used? How
accurate are the yardsticks of measurement? What does the word predict mean? How can we

measure it? This interest needs to be more precisely defined,

Developing exact definitions for each of the key ideas that make up the interest statement is
any researcher’s first task. Definitions for key terms must be exact in order to identity the
subject of the research. Without precise definitions, you will not be able to form your topic, Once
you have specified your subject, you need to decide on a focus for your research,

Activity 2. Focusing the Interest

Focusing the interest means narrowing the study to one clearly defined subject. If the subject is
ambiguous, then the researcher cannot identify the actual subject of the review. Often, broad
interests contain multiple subjects that could be studied, The previous example is one such
case. This interest could be studied from an individual, group, or organizational perspective. For
instance, the research perspective could focus on the student, specifically individual student
behavior, attitude, skills, or knowledge. How can a change in student behavior affect
performance on an achievement test? How do student attitudes affect performance in certain

achievement assessments?
Alternatively, the research perspective could focus on group behavior, How does a cerlain

group respond to certain testing conditions? What are the effects of this kind of test on group

performance? From an organizational viewpoint, a researcher might ask, “What effect does

providing pretest review time have on student achievement scores?”

After narrowing the focus of the broad interest, we see usable topics such as, “To what
degree are state standardized test scores in language arts predictive of student success in
college placement with regard to Subject A exams?” or "How does teacher competency in test

preparation of students affect student achievement on a standardized test?”

e o s p—e

Excercise 1.3: Selecting the Focus of Your Study
Remember to write out your answers in detail so that you end up with a useful

reference page.

1. Clearly identify the focus of the study interest,
2. Are you looking at individuals, groups, or organizations?
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Specifically name the individuals, groups, or organizations that you
plan to study.

|
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The previous exercise probably produced many choices as possible focuses for research.
The next step is to narrow the interest and choose one subject for study.

Activity 3. Selecting a Perspective

On_ce you have selected the focus of the subject, you need to select the perspective or vantage
point that is the place from which you view the subject. What is your vantage point? Vantage
point depends on the choice of an academic discipline, which in turn usually depends on the
subject chosen for study and the particular perspective from which the researcher has chosen
to study it. What is your unit of analysis? Are you studying individuals, groups, or
organizations/communities? The unit of analysis is important because the social sciences are

divided this way.
To illustrate this point, the researcher might study the tribal behavior of groups and the effects
this has on standardized testing and student achievement. Perhaps the researcher might
adqrc_ass the social interactions that affect student achievement. Each of these possibilities
anticipates the need for a particular field of knowledge. If the subject is from the individual

student’s perspective, then psychology may provide the best vantage point. If the subject
focuses on a tribal perspective, then cultural anthropology will provide the best vantage point. If

the subject is achievement from the perspective of group reactions and interactions, then
sociology will provide the best vantage point. Clearly defined core ideas, and a specific focus

and vantage point from which to study, transform a broad personal interest to a researchable

interest.

Excercise 1.4: Choosing the Vantage Point for the Study

1. What academic fields best lend themselves to your subject and
perspective for research? (If you are still considering more than one
perspective, choose a suitable academic field for each perspective.)

2. What are the specific knowledge areas of this academic field that will
best help in exploring and defining the research subject?

What knowledge competency do you have in this academic field?

4. What additional knowledge of this academic field do you need to
acquire to have a solid foundation to address this interest?

As with the focus, the researcher must narrow the vantage point. You can anticipate many
possibilities surfacing from the previous exercise. Select the vantage point that will present th

best viewpoint for accessing data about the research interest.

Activity 4. Reflection: The Key to Interest Selection

he kev to developing a successful research topic is the ability to examine the personal inter
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:i::rw M, or problem 1o study. The more clarity and specificity Brought o bear in defining thes
est. the easier it is to connect this interest 10 a researchable (opic of slidy.
us thal beginning researchers sometines

Experience with students choosing interests lells
what they will actually study. Capluing an
oWt Can

neglect to take the time necessary for reflecting on
nage
an wierest (o

interest of study haphazardly without considering intent, perspective, or va
produce awkward and unsatisfactory resulls. Therefore, laking time 1o choose
but haste wil

study carefully is critical for all researchers. All of us wish 1o find a lopic quickly,

produce awkward and unsatisfactory resulls.
Taking a personal interest and transforming it into a usable researchable interest is muach like
Compare selecting a subject for research o pholographi

Big Rock Campground in Joshua Tree National

ifting light and shadow. Perhaps there are also peopie,

Do you want a photo of an ancient juniper ree, of ao
fire? What is the purpose of the photograph. and

entire park in seasons over time, you would sedt

h, your intent is not to photograph the entirne park
Rather, it is to select one worlhy

the work of setting up a photograph.
a scene. Imagine yourself standing at
Arognd you are miles of desert with sh
reptiles, plants, or insects in your scene.
you want a picture of a family around a camp
what is your goal? If your goal is to record the
yourself up for a lifetime’s work. Usually, thoug

or to study everything about your subject from all perspectives.
subject of interest and to do it justice using your chosen perspective.
n initial interest in the subject sparks the

For both the photographer and the researcher, a
t we expect 1o see. Also, In
what actually results.

task. In both cases, we have a specific image of the outcome tha
both cases, that early expectation will, in all likelihood, be different from
The selection of the subject of a photograph is just a starting point. A satisfactory end product
will appear only after much exploration into focus, intent, and perspective, all of which will
change as you delve deeper into your subject. Perhaps the final photo will be substantially
different from what you originally conceived it to be. In both photography and research, ftis
necessary to be willing to see what actually works and to continue down productive paths, wh
being willing to abandon those paths that meander aimlessly without leading you to satisfacta
results. The first photograph may be of a jagged rock. The photo you keep may be a close-l
the quartz fragments in one section of metamorphic stone in that jagged rock.

r must have a subject of interest that launches the ingy

arch. The researcher follows a path that works 1o defil

Like the photographer, a researche
adhering to the original intent. Evidence, whether of

and must also craft and mold the rese
the research interest rather than simply
eye or the mind, must lead the way.

Excercise 1.5: Developing Your Interest Statement
This exercise combines and patterns the information gathered from your free wiite
written information produced by the earlier exercises, 1
develop a specific statement of interest. Initially, this statement could be a single
question or a declarative sentence. Make it clear and concige, Develop a second
statement that defines the significance of the research. Finally, write a staternent
clearly defines beliefs, values, biases, and opinions, noting how you will newtializ
them when following your research.
Using the information you have developed through your introspective work prod

in Exercises 1.1 through 1.4, answer the following three questions.

Reflect on and analyze the
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What is your specific research interest?

The interest, issue, or concern of my research is (answer in

a.
seven sentences). _
rtant sentences without changing

Cross out the two least impo

the key idea.

c. Cross out any words or phrases that can be removed without
changing the meaning.

d. Reduce your remaining draft to three sentences.

e. Be sure your final three sentences identify the subject (What are

you studying?), perspective (How are you looking at it?), and

vantage point (What academic field will you use?).

What contributions to the field make this research important?
What are your beliefs, values, biases, and opinions?
a. How will these beliefs, values, biases, and opinions help you in

conducting your research?
b. How will you prevent the tendencies contained in your personal
viewpoint from affecting the necessary neutral stance of a

researcher?

b.

atement that clearly defines the
ficance of your research, and

Now, using your answers for Questions 1 through 3, write a st
Il control them. When

interest for your research work, a statement that defines the signi
a statement that defines your personal tendencies and how you wi

completed, you will have a researchable interest.
Task 3. Use the Research Interest to Identify a Preliminary

Research Topic
the last concern of this chapter. How do you translate a defined

You are now ready to address
personal interest of study into a suitable topic for formal research? Begin by reviewing your

progress so far.
Figure 1.1, introduced earlier in the chapter, shows the three stages for refining a personal
rch. Reading from left to right, notice that in Task 1 you

interest into a usable topic for resea
selected an interest that you have identified as an important everyday problem needing
attention. If the interest definition is vague, you must clarify it through specific definition. Next,

continue to Task 2.
arrows the interest through the choice of a particular subject, perspective, at
oint allows access to a defined academic field of study.

Introspection n
ting the preliminary topic of study, which is the last

vantage point. Choosing a vantage p
Now, address the final stage for selec

concern of this chapter.
When addressing Task 3 of Figure 1.1, you leave personal understanding, and focus on
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haret Avwiedae of the academic community. To accomplish this transition, the researcher
e o anelate the research interest into a preliminary topic for formal research. As stated

eallal i e chapter, the rerearch interest must align with the external concern and work of
hat f*\v&~!'¢ilw~‘ CRIImunity. Wiy s this important? Without aligning the research interest 1o a
PR OF sy the academic community addresses, there is no avenue by which to gain access

ANt entity 1o the relevant academio body of knowledge.

Tome ghudentz believe that they have a well-defined study interest topic and proceed directly
?\m feEealoh. These students complain that they have used the Internet and been 1o the library,
hey ate working hard at gathering information about their topic, but can find nothing written on
& Rarely does a regearcher stumble onto a unique and previously unidentified topic of study.
Frevious work has been done on almost all the interests we consider. So what is the difficulty?
Ustally the difficulty is a lack of appropriate academic terms. Students often try to use their

evenyday vocabulary to access the specific language, vocabulary, and discourse of a
specialized field.

Word usage and meaning are particular to context. All academic fields have an esoteric
language o describe thelr subjects of study. At its worst, the language deteriorates into jargon.
The chances are remote that a researcher’s use of everyday language conforms 1o the
technical language an academic field uses. The following example shows the differences in the

Meaning of a term as used by different academic disciplines.
Consider the word conflict. Informally, conflict is defined as a disagreement or argument, or
as an incompatibility of goals between parties. As used in the discipline of history, conflict could

mean a war, as in an armed conflict. As used in organizational psychology, conflict is an
organizational breakdown of the standard mechanisms of decision making. As used in social
psychology, conflict is behavior that occurs when two or more parties are in disagreement. As

used in parsonal psychology, conflict may refer to a person’s internal struggle. As used in
hterature, conflict is whatever keeps a character from achieving a goal. As you can see, each

academic discipline defines terms to meet its specific needs.
You must gain language skill in the academic field chosen and become familiar with the

phrasing that identifies the potential subject of study. Once functionally skillful in the language
used, you will be able to navigate for subject definition and topic identification. The researcher

can then easily translate the key ideas that provide definition for the subject of study.

Three activities must be accomplished in order to complete Task 3 of Figure 1.1. They are (1)
becoming familiar with the academic terminology, (2) gaining entry into the discourse about the
intended subject of study, and (3) revising the initial interest statement (Figure 1.2).

Figure 1.2 Task 3: Converting the Research Interest Into a Preliminary Topic Statement

Virtual Library
Library Access Access

Job Purpose References
Activity 1 Become familiar Thesauri In reference Either:

with the Dictionaries stacks,

academic catalogued by Do a keyword

terminology. academic search. Query

discipline. by keyword, by
particular
Activity 2 Gain entry into  Encyclopedias reference type,
Ros_iportal phoenix ecdumed ality arylembec eader urnisbn 978 1452240886 ch01 himl
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tHe Hisediiise  Handbooks by availability
Al e online.
Htehded sibject

it sy or:

Query library A
to Z on the main

page of the
Vb oty 4 ( ‘r\u-'.nil with it B!

- Reference types
your reseatch will be in
libratan. alphabetical

order.

This tefereniee section of the library provides the necessary tools to easily complete the jobs
sl Taek 2 Al yuoil beain, tefer o Figure 1.2. For Activity 1, begin by consulting the subjeqt area
fiekaiii aid dictionaries (b become familiar with the academic terminology that fits your mtc_erest
alaleinent. Each of theae eferences has a particular purpose. The subject area thesaurus_llsts
i vatiistie syhiohyine that align to the keywords of your interest statement. When using this
el enee, you may also find particular words that better define and narrow your topic of study.
THe mhlm-} dictivhary provides a different reference point. Using the results of your thesaurus
siateh, conaiiil the dictionary to determine if the definition of the terms you selected fits your
nieede I e impordant to note here that by querying subject area dictionaries and thesauri, you
aiteee (he language used in the specific academic discipline of your topic. These refe_rences
previde the language familiarity and phrasing necessary to transform the terms of the interest
alatement into a viable preliminary topic statement, a statement aligned to your chosen
acadeimic field. Onee you have identified the correct terms that correspond to your interest, you
have completed Activity 1.

Yol dre now ready (o complete Activity 2. Using your newly found terminology, consult the
atibject handbooks and encyclopedias to access the academic discourse about your topic.
Subjent handbooks discuss the theories relating to the topics of the academic field and give you
a preal head slart in determining the boundaries for your literature search and creating an
overview of the academic discourse about your subject.

Handbooks can be organized in three ways. First, handbooks can discuss theory as it
evolves, This is done chronologically. A theory is first discussed, and as it changes, the
cemmentaty evolves, Second, theories can be organized topically. In this case, you would find
the research topic that aligns to your needs and review the section for the appropriate
digcussion about that theory. Third, handbooks are organized around current discussions in the

field. This type of handbook deals with the hot topics in the academic area and emerging
theorelical considerations.

Encyclopedias also provide great access to the academic discourse on your subject.
Hecause encyclopedias are organized in alphabetical order, it is a simple task to find the theor
and discussion relating to your topic. Using the keywords and terms selected from Activity 1,
simply page to the reference point in the encyclopedia and read on. The encyclopedic entry w
begin with an overview of your subject followed by a detailed discussion of relevant theory, ar
finally will list the relevant contributors and authors for further study.

After consulting the appropriate encyclopedias and handbooks, you now have translated tt
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ANAMN
averyday language of your interest statement into the terminology of your academic field. You

also hy
'n:”?":mvo‘::ul\ overview of the topic and the relevant theory and discourse about your 10pic.
y. you have built a beginning list of the theories and contributing authors 1o begin your

literature search. Activity 2 is complete.
Jlkl:il a wm}‘i npou! wh‘m'n to find these important reference tools in the library: when going to

Y?l:ljlll\lvfllslty libr ary, find the reference section or reference stacks. They will be catalogued by

academic discipline. Knowing your vantage point, seek out the appropriate discipline and find

the references that address your topic.
' DHG'E are two basic options you can use when consulting the library’s virtual portal. Go to the
ibrary mbblle and do one of the following. First, do a keyword search. This query will request
I‘,hm@ pieces of information: (1) keyword; (2) the particular reference text category; and (3)
ibrary location, ‘whnch. in this case. is online. For instance, if you are looking for dictionaries,
you would type in keyword, dictionaries, virtual online. This query will display all of the reference
dictionaries ava:!able online. Simply select the academic discipline dictionaries appropriate o
your vantage point, and you are on your way. The second option can usually be found on the
main page of the virtual library portal. It is a subject “hot button® called Library A-Z. When
clicking thl_s hot button, a new screen will appear providing an alphabetical listing of all the
resources in the virtual library. Simply scroll down to the reference category you need, and click
it. All of those references will be displayed. Say you are looking for handbooks. You would click
Iphabetical listing of the library resources

L::brary A-Z on the main page of the library portal. An a
will appear. Scroll down to the H section of the listing, find Handbooks, and click that entry. All

of the hgndbooks available will appear, and you can sort through them to determine the
appropriate entries for your review.

guage and definitions you found when completing Activities 1 and 2, refine

Using the new lan
your interest statement. Now it is time to seek advice. Make an appointment with your
university's research librarian. Your consultation can be done at your university library or online
as available. Discuss the details of the research interest; be clear about your topic, your
t (academic field). Describe your progress with your

perspective, and your vantage poin
literature review, and ask for tips and advice.

Rules for Library Use

o the library, wheth
a minute, an
d produce better results.

er you are consulting online resources (a virtual libre

Before your first trip t
d review some important rules on library use. Heed

or an actual library, stop for
these rules will save time an

Rule 1. Know Your Librarian
e or in person, is a friend, a guide, and a coach.’
It first with a research librarian. Make sure that y

. The research librarian, whether onlin
an rely on the librarian as coach, mentor, an

using a library for the first time, consu
have formed a positive relationship and c

confidant.

Rule 2. Be Purposeful
earching. Wandering the stacks, exploring t

« Have a clear purpose and plan when res :
tertaining, but it is not productive.

subject catalog, or surfing websites is en
https Jiportal phoenix edu/medialibr arylembedreader urn isbn O781452240886:ch01.hm|
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A oy #
% f vrY 1 YA st et ch, Koo WA you are looking for and where 1o get it
Ias6 & st slegy for research Pianning saves firne. Krow what you want 1o do before you

{ake youn st step. Vet types of information 4G you need, and where can it be found?
8 YOI Sscannineg he sutject catalogs 10 refine your topic? Are you consulting the specific

t;t?t)‘.:’.’ hetiriacies 1o define terms? them
Have a schedise of work and specfic outcomes for the outing. Set goals and stick to i

Bricis ard (rontar and online Moranes presert many temptations and distractions—a
v ative fifle that catches the eye, a new book from a favorite author, an enticing
::f’;::"r’;f* Y ous st be disciphned. Honor your time, schedule your breaks, and focus
Finally, before you end a session, plan your next tasks. What work must be done next?
/et is the tiene Bne? Viinat new resources do you need? Address these questions as part
A a detriafirg vith your written notes. Remember, we have short memories. If you save
siitineg notes for later, you inndte ambiguity and misdirection.

Fule 3. Remermbeor That Proparation Equals Efficiency

* Be prepared. Develop and organize your cataloging and documenting tools before

bescprmmng a reseanch session.
¢ Use cataloging 1o codify the library materials you have accessed in such a way that you

can easiy refer back o them, and can properly identify them by the library indexing system
for further reference. Catatoging tools range from simple three-by-five cards to research
software tooks. RefMorks is avalable on most university websites, or you can purchase

software such as EndNote or Citation.
« Know that documentation tools are stores of notable information. They can store notes
about a subject, quotes and abstracts, further references to explore, subject maps, or a list

of tasks to be completed next. Documentation tools contain library data collected for study.
These tooks also have various levels of sophistication, the simplest being a notebook or
notepad. The more complex and integrated ones are software such as EndNote, Citation,
Microsoft OneNote, 1SO Researchsoft Reference Manager, or RefWorks.
+ Take the time before you begin researching to build an organizational system that fits your
Jearning style and vill aid you through the entire literature review. Organizing now will save

much tirne and hearlache later.

Task 4. Write the Preliminary Research Topic Statement
necessary information to complete Task 4—writing the preliminary research

the new language and definifions you found when completing Activities 1

ard 2, rewnite your interest statement. Review the reframed statement to determine if it
addresses the intent of your interest. If so, you have now constructed a preliminary

adequately

topic statement for your study. If not, rework and revise the study’s focus and vantage point, or

search the reference works further for other terms that would better suit your interest. Use these
ou are satisfied that your preliminary topic statement ali

options until y gns with your original
ierest statement. Once completed, Task 4 has been accomplished. You are now ready to

begin your search of the iterature.
rming the formal interest

The following exercise will guide you through the task of transfo !
staterment, written in Exercise 1.1, into a preliminary topic of research. It has the following

requisenmnents:
U Jra il (R BT Y PR S A S X POy T AR O el
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« Conducting a first conversation with a research librarian

= Defining the key terms of the interest statement
I'ranslating the key terms and core ideas of the interest statement
ment into a preliminary topic statement

« Rewriting the interest state

Excercise 1.6: Refining Your Research Topic Statement

1. Conduct a first conversation with a research librarian

a. Make an appointment with a research librarian, or connect with
your school's online librarian. Explain your research project.
Provide your interest statement to the librarian for review and
advice. You may also want to confer with your research faculty

adviser or other faculty member for coaching on the formal

research interest statement.
b. When talking to the research librarian, review your interest

stalement. State the perspective and academic vantage point

chosen for your interest. Seek advice on the clarity and
specificity of your work. If the librarian does not understand your
interest as stated, go back to Exercise 1.5 and reframe your

interest based on that information.

. Ask the librarian to provide a survey of the library. Get the
specifics of the inner workings of the reference section, stacks
and holdings, periodicals, cataloging system, search capacities,
and Internet access. Pay particular attention to the library’s ability
to address the academic field chosen for your study and your
stated research interest. If you need more resources to complete

your study, consult with the librarian.
Review the key terms and core ideas contained in your interest

statement. Ask the librarian to direct you to the dictionaries,
encyclopedias, handbooks, and other reference books that
address these key terms and core ideas. This can be done in

person or online.

2. Define the key terms of the interest statement

a. Using your key terms, consult your chosen subject area
dictionaries, encyclopedias, and handbooks. Find the technical

definitions of your key terms.
Rewrite your interest statement using the technical terms of that

academic field,
Review the reframed statement. Does it still express your
intended interest? If it does not, rework and revise the study's
J focus and vantage point, or search the reference works further
for other terminology to use until you are satisfied that the
reframed statement expresses your research interest.
d. When the reframed statement works, go to Number 3.

3. Translate the key terms and core ideas of the interest statement

Siportal phoenix eowmedialibrary/embedreader urnisbi 9781452240886 ch01. him -
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a. Taking your reframed interest statement, search the subject
encyclopedias, handbooks, yearbooks, and other reference
materials for topic areas that address the core ideas contained in
your reframed interest. Rewrite as the topic of your study.
Document and catalog the results, noting prevalent authors and

theory.
Begin to build subject and author maps for each of the core ideas

in your interest statement.
Review your work. Check for accuracy and understanding.

Rewrite the interest statement as the preliminary topic of your study.

4.

Tips
. _Make sure your interest is specific. Reflect on the key terms that make up your
interest statement. Be sure that you clearly understand what the key terms

mean and how they interact.
« Focus the interest to ensure that it is clearly described and singularly defined.
Select an academic vantage point, and translate your key terms to those used

in that academic field.
Approach research with an open mind.

Document, document, document.

Summary
You now have the preliminary topic for study. You have successfully conducted personal
introspection to uncover an interest, and you have defined that interest as a potential subject
suitable for study. You are now ready to a conduct a literature search. While the work seems
linear, it is not. Notice that in Figure 1.1 everyday problems inform research interests. The
opposite also holds true. Research interests inform everyday problems. The thinking needed to
unmask the specifics of these ideas is reciprocal in nature. The deep or fundamental
understanding of one refines understanding the other. So it is with research interests and the
academic discipline knowledge base. The more you learn about the topic through reading, the
more refined that topic becomes. Refinement is an essential part of your subject exploration

and topic definition.

Checklist
Completed

W

Task
1. Wirite a clear, specific description of your personal interest.

2. Define the key concepts and terms contained in your area of

interest.
3. Reread your interest statement to check that you are studying only

one subject. Is your subject too broad or too narrow?
4. Select an academic vantage point, a specific field of study that
|

aligns with your research subject.
161
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5. Become familiar with the resources and the structure of your
libraries. Engage a research libranan in an introductory session
regaraing your subject of study

6. Frepare documenting tools

a0

Rewrite the Interest statement as a preliminary topic statlement

Using the corrrect academic lerms

he Literature Review. Six Steps to Success, Second Edition
A . et a 10Dk rersonal Interest 1o 1 ommal Research T opid

N 02240838 Authon wrenoe A Machi | renda T, Moavoy

oy Sa0 DhCal

s ol o e s eedls @ e leeF e 3 &l ) '



