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® What intellectual and
military factors prepared
the way for the North

Atlantic revolutions?

B Why was Britain unable
to hold its thirteen
colonies? What were the
consequences of the
American Revolution?

B What factors led to the
French Revolution, and
what factors turned it in

a radical direction?

®m How was the Haitian
Revolution connected to
the French Revolution?
What were the
consequences of the

Haitian Revolution?

- .
Toppling the Statue of King George III in New York How did Napoleon

o ) ) ) ) i h m
British North American colonists topple the statue of King George 1ll in New York City shortly after the consolidate the refor . s
beginning of the American Revolution. Denounced in the Declaration of American Independence as a of the French Revolution?
tyrant, George I1i’s decision to use hired foreign mercenaries to suppress the rebellion earned him the What factors caused the

hatred of many colonists (page 586). collapse of the French
Empire?

How did the Congress of
Vienna attempt to restore
Europe to its pre-French i
Revolution status?

Why did the Congress
System fail?
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The French winter of 1788-1789 was unusually cold, but political discussion throughout
the land was heated. Members of France’s three classes—clergy, nobility, and commoners—
gathered in churches, manors, shops, and taverns to elect delegates to the Estates General, a
nationwide assembly summoned by the king for the first time in 175 years, to discuss the
country’s financial crisis. France was alive with rumors: the king would ask for new taxes;
the clergy and nobility would resist; the absolute monarchy would be transformed into a
limited, constitutional one; or the whole exercise would prove futile.
At the gatherings, each voter was asked to state his grievances,
gtni:ed France hopes, and demands. Their comments were recorded in small
S i notebooks that the delegates elected to the Estates
: General took with them to Versailles. Collectively,
the notebooks convey excitement and high expec-
tation as the people of France spoke out to deter- |
mine their destiny. |
Across the Atlantic, others were determin-
ing their destiny that winter. In the French
slave colony of Saint-Domingue (SAN do-
MANG), later known as Haiti, delegates were
chosen for the French Estates General, setting
in motion a series of events that would become
the Haitian Revolution. Farther north, former
British colonists, having recently won the American
Revolution (1775-1783), held the first elections for their
new United States government.

On both sides of the Atlantic, then, in the late 18th century, people were taking steps
toward governing themselves through revolution, the overthrow or renunciation of one
government or ruler and the substitution of another by those being governed. Although
their situations differed substantially, the goals in each case involved greater freedom
and equality, and the efforts to achieve them eventually involved violence.

/

The Background of the North Atlantic Revolutions

Enlightenment ideasand  Two very different developments laid the foundation for the North Atlantic revolutions. Th
wartare prepare the way One was the European Enlightenment, which produced a number of new ideas about .
for the Atlantic revolutions . . . . . . . clrcum
government and society, including the notion that people have a right to decide their remise
own form of government. These ideas eventually influenced societies around the world ?
T . . rom G
(Map 26.1). The other was Britain’s victory over France in the Seven Years War, creating .
L X . . .. : privileg
conditions that helped set in motion the American, French, and Haitian revolutions. revolut
New Ideas About Government and Society
Europe’s Enlightenment During the European Enlightenment, prominent thinkers developed political and social The S
:‘:‘;ZZ‘::S ideas of ideas challenging the foundations of absolute monarchy and hereditary nobility. English From 1
LT3} Read the D ) philosopher John Locke, for example, argued that governments get their authority, not their id
ead the Document 1..octly from God, but from the people they rule. People have fundamental rights, he and the
JCO::C ég;_ﬁe' Zils;}; . asserted, and governments have a duty to protect these rights; any regime that fails to North
Unde,sta,,?,,-,,g do so can be replaced by its subjects. France’s Baron Montesquieu proposed limit§ on . The
on myhistorylab.com  absolute aut.hor_lty,‘advocating a separation of powers in which thg ruler’s power is sive. Kn
checked by institutions that keep it from becoming oppressive. Swiss-born Jean-Jacques Austria,
Rousseau, a passionate proponent of both liberty and equality, envisioned a society in | Americ:
which all members were free and equal in rights, working together for the common good. | and inh
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The Background of the North Atlantic Revolutions

FOUNDATION MAP 26.1

_The North Atlantic World in 1750 -

By 1750, three Western European countries—Spain, France, and Britain—had claimed much of North America, often ignoring the cul-
tures, traditions, and prior arrival of North American Amerinds. Notice that these colonial possessions had to connect with their mother
countries across the North Atlantic. Those were difficult and often treacherous sea routes. How would this fact affect the chances that
European powers could hold their colonial possessions over the long term?
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These ideas did not cause the North Atlantic revolutions, which arose from specific
| circumstances in America, Europe, and Haiti. But the new ideas did undermine the

| premise of absolutism, in which the ruler exercised unlimited power coming directly

L from God, and the premise of aristocracy, in which upper classes had rights and

| privileges not shared by common people. In time the new ideas inspired and justified

| revolutions around the world that aimed to secure people’s rights and freedoms.

The Seven Years War

 From 1689 to 1763, while Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau, and others were advancing

b ther ideas, Britain and France fought four major wars. Waged in Europe, North America,
- and the North Atlantic, involving colonial territories and Atlantic commerce, these were
e North Atlantic wars, not just European struggles. .

E The first three wars produced only minor territorial changes, but the fourth was deci-
sive. Known in Europe as the Seven Years War (1756-1763), it was an effort by France,

b Austria, and Russia to combat the expansive ambitions of Britain and its ally, Prussia. In
America, where growing British colonies sought to expand into regions claimed by France
and inhabited by Amerinds (American Indians), British colonists called it the French and

Seven Years War
becomes a global conflict
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A powder horn of the
type used during the
French and Indian War.
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Indian War. Since fighting also occurred in India (Chapter 22), this
multifaceted conflict was actually a global war.

' The North American phase of this war at first went badly for
Britain. In 1754, in an effort to block the westward expansion of Britain’s
colonies into the Ohio River Valley, the French built a stronghold called Fort Duquesne
(doo-KAN) in what is now western Pennsylvania. The British sought to drive out the
French, but in 1755 British forces were ambushed and slaughtered by the French and
their various Amerind allies. In the next few years, the French won further victories in
Europe and America.

Responding to this in 1756, Britain’s King George II appointed William Pitt, a brash
but brilliant politician, to serve as prime minister. By sending able soldiers to America
while relying on Prussia to tie down the French in Europe, and by setting up a naval
blockade to stop French ports from shipping supplies and soldiers to America, Pitt soon
placed Britain in a more favorable position. In 1759 the British captured both Quebec,
the capital of New France, and Fort Duquesne, which they renamed Fort Pitt (later
Pittsburgh) in honor of the architect of victory. When the conflict ended in 1763, France
was forced to surrender almost all its American empire, keeping only a few small islands
and the Caribbean colony of Saint-Domingue. Britain’s triumph was complete, and

French humiliation was immense (Map 26.2).

 Territorial Changes in North America Resulting from Seven Years War, 175617
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The American Revolution

Britain’s sweeping victory in the Seven Years War transformed the situation on both
sides of the Atlantic. It altered Europe’s balance of power, a situation in which no one
nation would be strong enough to impose its will on the others. France, sensing that the
balance of power had been changed in Britain’s favor, was resentful and eager for
revenge. The war ended the French threat to Britain’s colonies, reducing their need for
British military protection and thereby decreasing the colonists’ dependence on their
mother country. At the same time, it greatly increased Britain’s state debt, leading its
officials to seek ways to make colonists pay a share of the financial burden. And it
brought France’s former colonies under British rule, potentially putting them and their
Amerind inhabitants at the mercy of British colonists eager for new landholdings.

Tensions Between Britain and Its Colonists

Up to this point, tensions between Britain and its colonists had been few. Under British
protection, with low taxes and ways of getting around British trade restrictions, the
colonies grew and prospered. The northern ones were dotted with thriving farms and
cities, while the South was covered with prosperous plantations, worked by more than
half a million African slaves. The colonists had elected their own assemblies (modeled in
part on Britain’s parliament) and had grown accustomed to running their own affairs.

In 1763, however, relations began to deteriorate, due to a conflict called Pontiac’s Amerinds rebel at the
Rebellion and Britain’s subsequent efforts to halt colonial expansion. In the Midwest prospect of British rule
agroup of Amerind nations, trading partners with the French for decades, rebelled at
the prospect of living under British rule. Pontiac, chief of the Ottawa nation, led a five-
month siege against the British at Detroit, while other Amerinds attacked and destroyed
Britain’s various frontier outposts. The British responded with deception and atrocity.

During what were supposed to be peace talks at Fort Pitt, they gave the Amerind
negotiators a “gift” of blankets infested with smallpox. This instance of biological
warfare produced an epidemic that, combined with the force of British arms, put an
end to the uprising.

Meanwhile, to prevent future clashes between colonists and Amerinds, in 1763 the [T3}HRead the Document
British issued a proclamation closing the frontier and forbidding colonial settlements Benjamin Frankiin and
west of the Appalachian Mountains. This edict angered many colonists, who had dreams the British Parliament,
of developing the newly acquired lands in that region for themselves. T’;fgf;gq’gf Cffgardmg

Equally disturbing to the colonists were Britain’s attempts to raise revenue. The .

s ‘ . on myhistorylab.com
Seven Years War doubled Britain’s debt and left its people burdened by heavy taxation.
Recognizing that colonists paid few taxes even though they relied on British troops
for protection, in 1765 Parliament passed a Stamp Act, taxing colonial documents and
newspapers by requiring that they be stamped with a
royal seal. Since this tax was not approved by their
colonial assemblies, many colonists perceived it as “tax-
ation without representation”—a denial of their rights
as English subjects to be consulted in such matters.
Nine of the thirteen colonies sent delegates to a Stamp
Act Congress that declared the tax illegal. The Congress
declared a boycott of British goods, hoping to force
tepeal of the tax. Ominously for Britain, the colonies

Funeral procession for
the Stamp Act following
its repeal.

In response to the protest, the British government
repealed the stamp tax but insisted on Parliament’s
tight to tax the colonies. In 1767 Parliament passed the
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Townshend Acts, which increased customs duties on colonial imports of glass, lead,
paper, paint, and tea. But the colonists, having won the struggle over the stamp tax,
imposed another boycott, and in 1770 London removed all these taxes except the one on
tea. By this time, however, feelings on both sides had hardened.

Clashes in the Colonies

Colonists rebel against In 1773, aiming to improve the

Parliament's tea taxation  Parliament allowed it to sell tea
scheme . . . . .
Boston. Since this practice would lower the cost of tea to the colonists, company officers

and British officials expected little resistance. But colonists saw the plan as a scheme to
conceal the tea tax while undercutting colonial merchants, who could no longer compete
with the company’s inexpensive tea. When company ships docked in Boston, colonists
disguised as Mohawk Indians climbed aboard on a December evening and dumped the
Q’[wew the Image tea into the harbor.

The British reacted to this colonial protest, known as the Boston Tea Party, by
enacting in 1774 the Coercive Acts, called by the colonists Intolerable Acts, closing the
port of Boston, and turning elected Massachusetts
officials into royal appointees. These measures further
angered and united the colonists. In 1774, a Continental
Congress, with delegates from 12 colonies, met in
Philadelphia. It declared the acts illegal and called on
Massachusetts to form a rival government. The British
government then declared Massachusetts to be in a state
of rebellion. In April 1775, British troops sent to
confiscate weapons clashed with colonial militia at
Lexington and Concord near Boston.

Even after this fighting, many colonists still hoped to
avoid a break with the mother country. They simply
wanted respect for their rights and for Britain to once

one. But a Second Continental Congress, convening the next
and King George 111 decided to crush the rebels by

declining fortunes of the British East India Company,
directly off its ships to consumers in ports such as

View the Image
Boston Tea Party Revolution
on myhistorylab.com

The Bostonians: Paying the
Excise Man - Cartoon

on myhistorylab.com

The Boston Tea Party. . i
again leave the colonies al

month, created a continental army,

sending in German hired troops (see page 581).
Finally, in July 1776, the Congress issued a Declaration of Independence in the

name of all 13 colonies, linking them together as the «United States of America” and

transforming the colonial conflict into 2 evolution. Drafted by Virginia’s Thomas

Read the Document .
EE{ o Jefferson and reflecting the concepts of John Locke, the Declaration eloquently
2 egg;‘is Paine, “Common  proclaimed the revolutionary ideals of individual rights and government by the
on myhistorylab.com

[Js}HRead the Document

John Adams, Thoughts on
Government

on myhistorylab.com

people:

evident, that all Men are created equal, that they
h certain unalienable Rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness—That to secure these Rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the
Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish

it. ..

We hold these truths to be self-
are endowed by their Creator wit

[IsHRead the Document
The Declaration of The Declaration gave the colonists an inspiring cause to fight for. In time, it c.hanged
Independence (1776) the way people around the world viewed governance. The American Revolution had

on myhistorylab.com begun.
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1781, with the help of French forces, Washington forced the surren-

forces at Yorktown. ‘
~ The Consequences of the American Revolution |

. The obvious winners of the revolution were the colonists,
. and all lands east of the Mississippi River, south of British Canada, and north of

L president,

f prosperous North American colonies. But Britain’s loss was not as devastating as it

The American Revolution 587

The Revolutionary War

The colonists, of course, needed more than words to fight Great Britain, one of the The British are supported
world’s foremost powers. With their separate assemblies and inadequately trained by Loyalists and Amerinds
militias, the colonies lacked coherence and experience. Britain, on the other hand, had
vast resources, a well-trained army, and a splendid navy that ruled the seas. Britain also
had support from numerous Loyalists, colonists who opposed the revolt against their
mother country, and Amerinds, who feared that a colonist victory would reopen the
frontiers, bringing masses of settlers into Amerind country.
The colonists had advantages, however. First, they were fighting on familiar terrain
and had learned from the Amerinds to harass British positions while avoiding open-field
battles, at which the British excelled. Second, the war was unpopular in Britain, whose
people were weary of high taxes and prolonged conflicts. Third, British troops were

fighting far from home with no real war aim except to crush the colonists. And finally French soldiers and navy
o . . help the colonists defeat
the French, humiliated by defeat in the Seven Years War, decided to take revenge and the British
testore the balance of power by assisting the rebels.
In the early fighting, British forces took the Initiative, seizing New York City Q [View the Image
in 1776. They then planned to move north to Albany, where they would link up Battle of Yorktown

with another British army moving south from Canada. This maneu-
ver would have cut the New England colonies off from the rest,
dividing the rebels. The British commander in New York, however,
instead moved south to attack Philadelphia, the rebels’ capital city.
Unsupported, the British army coming from Canada was soundly
defeated in fall 1777 by colonial forces at Saratoga, north of Albany
{(Map 26.3).

The Battle of Saratoga changed the war’s momentum. Now con-
vinced that the colonists could win, France joined the war on their
side in 1778. On land, the colonial commander, General George
Washington, proved very capable, while at sea Captain John Paul
Jones and the small United States Navy did surprisingly well. In

on myhistorylab.com

der of a British army at Yorktown, Virginia. Extended negotiations
followed, and the Treaty of Paris formally ended the conflict in 1783.

Surrender of British

who gained independence

Spanish Florida. These were exciting times for the former colonies

To remedy this situation, a convention at Philadelphia in 1787 drafted the
Constitution of the United States,

Montesquieu’s notion of separation of powers. It created a federal republic in which the

The apparent losers were the British, whose humbling defeat cost them their most
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nies all of its claims south of Canada and east of
lands to the expansive new United States of

da (British North America), where they became rivals of the descendants of the
hio country (present-day Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, and

a, North Carolina, and Georgia claimed land as far west as the
Ived before additional states could be added to the United States of
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appeared. In the wake of the war, some sixty thousand Loyalists relocated from United
States territory to Canada, counterbalancing that colony’s French Catholics with
English-speaking Protestants, thus consolidating Britain’s hold on its newest and largest
possession. And British trade with America actually increased, as commercial and
cultural ties continued to link the mother country with its former colonies. Indeed, slave-
grown raw cotton from the United States provided an important raw material for the
industrial revolution in Britain, adding immensely to that country’s wealth and power
(Chapter 27).

Far more severe were the losses of North American Amerinds, whose hopes of
preventing white settlers from moving west of the Appalachians were crushed when the
British signed the peace treaty giving these lands to the new American nation. The victors
ruthlessly punished those Amerinds, including many who had fought on the British side:
their villages and farms were deliberately destroyed and their people scattered. But even
Amerinds who did not fight the colonists were similarly treated. As more and more white
settlers, now calling themselves Americans, expanded across the continent, the original
Americans were largely dispossessed. Drastically diminished by diseases, and driven from
their ancestral homelands, Amerinds who survived were eventually forced to live on reser-
vations—marginal lands set aside for them by the United States government. There some
strove to retain a hint of their heritage, with mixed results.

The most surprising losers were the rulers of France, which fought on the winning
Britain, the French government gained
little from the war but debt, already enormous as a result of earlier wars. Essentially,
France was bankrupt. Within a few years, its efforts to address this financial crisis by tax-
ing its nobles set off another revolution. This struggle, monumental in its impact, justified

the destruction of the monarchy in France with some of the same ideals that had inspired
the American Revolution.

The French Revolution

France faced serious problems. Its monarchy was wasting away under King Louis XVI, a
well-meaning but barely competent ruler who would rather repair clocks than handle
state affairs. Its ability to raise revenues to pay down its debts was hampered by a tax
system that relied for most of its revenue on a land tax, then exempted the wealthiest

two classes—the clergy, or First Estate, and the nobility, or Second Estate—who together
controlled more than half of the country’s land. The burden of taxation thus fell on the
peasants and bourgeoisie, who made up the Third Estate and who resented the

privileged position of the other two classes. Yet France was a wealthy country, whose

- flourishing farmlands and thriving businesses made it the envy of Furope. It had the
 resources to resolve its fiscal crisis, if only the tax system could be changed.

The Estates General and the Onset of Revolution
As described at the start of this chapter, in 1788, Louis X VI, faced with impending

French bankruptcy, summoned the Estates General, an assembly of delegates from all
three estates, to meet the following spring. Since the Estates General could restrict the
king’s power, no king had convened it since 16 14, but since it alone could change the tax
system, Louis had little choice. He wanted the nobles to give up their tax exemptions

and they were inclined to do so, but only in return for a greater role in governance. The

. Third Estate’s leaders likewise wanted more authority, but they sought a written consti-
tution that would guarantee political participation to all people.

<®—{Watch the Video

The American Revolution
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In May 1789, amid great excitement, the Estates General assem-
bled at Versailles, in the grandiose 17th-century palace built by Louis
XIV. But the Third Estate, constituting 98 percent of the population,
had only half the delegates. Moreover, since the king and first two
estates insisted the estates must meet separately, as in the past, with
each estate having one collective vote, the Third Estate could easily
be outvoted 2 to 1 by the clergy and nobility. When Third Estate
delegates protested this traditional system and refused to meet sepa-
rately, they took the first step toward revolution.

Faced with this bold opposition, Louis XVI wavered. On June
17, sensing his weakness, the Third Estate declared itself the
National Assembly of France and invited the other two Estates to
join. Only a few clergy from the First Estate actually did so, but
the Assembly nonetheless claimed to speak for the entire French
people. Three days later, barred from their meeting hall by order of the king, Assembly
delegates crossed the street to an indoor tennis court and there swore the Tennis Court
Oath, vowing not to go home until France had a written constitution.

On June 27, after many more clergy and even some nobles joined the National
Assembly, Louis appeared to give in, ordering all three estates to meet as one. But his order
was only a delaying tactic. During the next two weeks he summoned loyal soldiers from
outlying areas to Versailles to disperse the Assembly. By July 10 they began to arrive.

In Paris, only seven miles from Versailles, news of the troops’ arrival touched off riots.
To protect the Assembly and themselves, mobs of citizens sacked arsenals and stole firearms.
On July 14, thousands of them surrounded a prison called the Bastille, 2 large medieval
fortress where guns were supposedly stored. When the prison commandant panicked and
lowered the drawbridge, the crowd surged into the courtyard, sending the guards fleeing and
killing the commandant. The rioters then started tearing down the prison stone by stone.

When word of the Bastille’s fall reached Versailles, the king panicked. Assuming
that a mob big enough and well-armed enough to seize such a fortress could easily over-|

whelm his troops, he came to Paris on July 17 and endorsed what was now called the
lutism and its replacement by a government in which

d National Assembly. On August 4, in a frenzy |
t noble landowners throughout rural France;

the Assembly formally abolished all class privileges. On August 26 it issued a
Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen, proclaiming that “Men are born and
remain free and equal in rights.” Nothing, however, was said about rights for women
(see “Excerpts: Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen”).

In September, considering these developments far too radical, the king once again
ordered troops to Versailles. Paris reacted violently. On the cold, rainy morning of Octobe
S, six thousand women, unable to buy bread because of supply shortages, marched the
seven miles to Versailles to confront the king. The March of the Women threatened physi |
cal harm to the royal family, forcing the king to move with his family to the Tuileries
(TWE-lub-rez) Palace in Paris, where he was kept under supervision to stop him from try4
ing to reverse the revolution. Many nobles, aghast at such spectacles and angered at their;
loss of status, fled the country and plotted against the revolution from abroad. "

The Constitutional Monarchy and Its Demise
Meanwhile, with mixed success, the National Assembly confronted major challenges, i
including France’s financial crisis, the opposition of many Catholic clergy, and the resiss

ance of a treacherous king.
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The French Revolution

The Assembly turned first to France’s immense debt. Since
land was the main source of wealth in France, the Assembly con-
fiscated all land used by the Catholic Church for nonreligious pur-
poses. The aim was to auction these lands and use the proceeds to
pay France’s debts while also creating a class of small landowners
who would have a stake in supporting the new government. But
selling so much land would take years, so in the meantime the
assembly issued bonds called assignats (ah-SEN-yabt), which
could be used as money and redeemed after the lands were sold.
Unfortunately, however, by increasing the amount of money in cir-
culation, the issuing of the assignats resulted in runaway inflation,
asituation in which money declines in value and prices of goods
and services rise. This weakened the French economy further and
caused suffering in the general population, especially among poor
people.

Having taken the Church’s income-producing property, the Assembly then made
the clergy civil servants with salaries paid by the government. This action ensured their
financial well-being but also required them, like other civil servants, to swear an oath of
allegiance to the state. Some clergy took the oath, but others refused to swear support for
a revolutionary government. The Church split into friends and enemies of the revolution.

In 1791, having created serious inflation and divided the Church, the Assembly
issued France’s first written constitution. It gave the king an absolute veto and the
authority to appoint ministers and conduct diplomacy but also forced him to share
power with an elected Legislative Assembly. A strong, clever king could have dominated
such a government, but Louis XVI was neither. Rather than accept the constitution, he
decided to escape to the lands of the Holy Roman emperor, Leopold II, brother of
Louis’s queen, Marie Antoinette. There Louis hoped not only to find sanctuary but to
convince Leopold to invade France and restore absolute monarchy.

In June 1791, the king, queen, and their two children fled Paris under cover of dark-
ness and headed for the border. However, since Louis was identifiable from his images
on French money, and since he insisted on stopping at an inn to dine, he was recognized
and arrested about twenty miles from the border. The royal family was returned to Paris.

The flight of the king crippled the Constitution of 1791. Louis and his ministers
tried to pretend it was all a misunderstanding, but no one believed them. Clearly France
was a constitutional monarchy ruled by a king who opposed the constitution. Then,
fearing that other monarchs might invade France to stop the spread of revolution before
it reached their countries, the Legislative Assembly in the spring of 1792 called for war
against Austria and Prussia. Louis gladly approved, hoping for a French defeat that
would restore him to absolute power.

Beset by inexperienced leadership, since many of its former officers were nobles who
had fled the country, France’s army at first fought poorly. In August 1792, interpreting
French defeats as a sign that Louis was conspiring with the enemy, radical workers in
Paris stormed the Tuileries Palace, almost killing the king and his family. Louis survived,
but a search of his apartments revealed that he had indeed worked for France’s defeat.
The discovery destroyed the constitutional monarchy.

The National Convention and the Reign of Terror

The Assembly now summoned a National Convention to meet in September to draft
anew constitution. Formally abolishing the monarchy, the Convention moved to
put Louis on trial for treason. At the same time, French armies finally halted the

An assignat.

The Assembly
subordinates clergy to
the state, alienating many
in the Church

French defeats spark a
new uprising

A new National
Convention aboiishes the
French monarchy
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Austrians and Prussians well inside France’s borders, giving the Convention time to

try the king.
Louis XVD’s trial reflected the new governance concepts embodied in the Enligh-

tenment and American Revolution. Under the old concepts, the people served the king,
who was thus considered incapable of treason because that crime was defined as “an ad
against the king.” Under the new concepts, however, the government served the people,
whom Louis had betrayed by conspiring with France’s enemies. The only real suspense,
then, involved the method of punishment. By a vote of 361 to 360, the Convention




condemned Louis to death. On January 21, 1793,

Louis was executed by guillotine, a scaffold devised to
release a heavy blade that instantly beheaded its victims.
His queen, Marie Antoinette, was guillotined later that
year.

Having thus renounced one-person rule, the
Convention formed committees to run the government.
Most notable was the Committee of Public Safety, a
group of officials given broad powers to protect France
from enemies foreign and domestic. By July 1793 it was
under the control of an outspoken radical named
Maximilien Robespierre (1758-1 794).

To deal with foreign foes, the Committee enacted a levée en masse (lub-VA awn

Execution of Louis XVI.

The Committee of Public
MAHSS), calling the whole country into service: “The young men shall go to battle; Safety issues a mass call-
K . up to service
the married men shall forge arms and transport provisions; the women shall make

tents and clothing and serve in the hospitals.”
army: untrained and inexperienced, but huge
professional armies of France’s enemies. The
would not otherwise have enlisted, providing

who had fled. By 1794, the new army had dri
out of France.

To deal with internal foes,

This mass call-up created a new type of
and enthusiastic, it dwarfed the small,
levée also drafted many talented men who
effective officers to replace the nobles
ven the forces of Austria and Prussia

Robespierre and his Committee established revolutionary
ttibunals to try anyone suspected of opposing the Revolution. Before long these tribunals
were conducting a Reign of Terror, condemning suspects by the thousands to the guillo-
tine, crassly called the “national razor.” By mid-1794 hundreds of thousands of people,
including prisoners of war and some of the country’s most notable politicians, had been
killed by various methods. No one in France seemed safe.

By this time, however, with the Austrians and Prussians in retreat, and with most
counterrevolutionaries either executed or in exile,
In July, known as Thermidor (the month of heat)
lutionary regime, Robespierre was denounced by the Convention and sent to the guillo-
tine himself. A “Thermidorian Reaction” followed, with conservative elements hunting
down and killing his supporters. The Revolution’s most radical phase was over.

The Thermidorian
the terror had outlived its usefulness. Reaction terminates

the Reign of Terror
on a new calendar created by the revo- ¢

L The Role of the Lower Classes

Along with these political upheavals, the French Revolution also involved social
rebellion: a struggle by the common people to transform French society, historically
structured unequally. To achieve “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity,” the rallying cry of the
. French Revolution, the lower classes fought to destroy noble power and privilege, a
struggle that proved difficult, traumatic, and bloody.

In seizing the Bastille in July 1789, the lower classes demonstrated that a deter-

time to , ing the records of noble class privilege and sometimes
the nobles’ manors. Meanwhile, middle-class townspeople, also determined to destroy
Enligh- - class Privilege, seized control of provincial city governments. In October, the March to
i the king, Versall!es showed that even poor urban women could force change by taking revolution-
d as “an act ary action. . '
the people, 2 Re.volut'lonary leaders, seeing the danger of defying the masses, hasteped to shgw The working class sans-
| suspense, wlidarity with the sans—gulottes (SAHN coo-LAHT), shopkeepers and artisans, “without culottes assert their power
ention ailottes,” who wore ordinary trousers instead of the culottes (knee-breeches) worn by
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But commoners were not unanimous
Louis XVI’s execution provoked a massive peasant uprising in western
France, where Catholic farmers were appalled at the murder of a ruler
they regarded as anointed by God. Many of the Reign of Terror’s worst
he mass butchery of captured rebels, were committed

in response by revolutionary soldiers,
rebellious peasants were subversives and foreign agents.

The Directory and the Rise of Napoleon
The Thermidorian Reaction followin

working-class uprising in Paris in May
dispersed, and a new legislature chose a five-ma

.

to military school in France. A loner and
immense brainpower rather than noble ancestry,
artillery officer in 1788. The wars against Austria and Prussia that began
in 1792 provided ample opportunity for promotion based on talent, and
lented as Napoleon. By late 1793 he was a

24-year-old general and a risi
Desperate for able genera
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Austrians by crossing the Alps in early spring,
in 1796-1797 and seized northern Italy from Austrian control. Then he
created three northern Italian republics under French puppet regimes,
exceeding his authority and alarming t
obviously exceptional soldier, but he was a
ambitious man. That combination of qualities made him dangerous.
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Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt in 1798 was a tactical triumph.
He defeated Egyptian armies in the Battle of the Pyramids near
Cairo and then marched his victorious forces throughout the
region. He also advanced the science of Egyptology: archeologists
accompanying him discovered what came to be known as the
Rosetta Stone (Chapter 2), a slab inscribed in ancient times with
Greek and Egyptian writing that enabled linguists to decipher
Egyptian hieroglyphics. But the campaign against Britain was a
strategic disaster. In the Battle of the Nile (1798), British Admiral
Horatio Nelson destroyed the French fleet at Aboukir (ab-o0-
KEER) Bay near Alexandria, stranding Napoleon’s army. With

escape impossible, the next year Napoleon abandoned his troops
and sailed for France.

The Consulate: Consolidation of the Revolution

Arriving in France at the same time as news of his first victories
in Egypt, Napoleon received a hero’s welcome. Conspirators
seeking a stronger government turned to Napoleon, and

in a comic-opera coup, in which Napoleon was knocked uncon-
scious, his brother rallied the troops to overthrow the Directory.
It was replaced with a three-person executive body called the
Consulate, which Napoleon would dominate as First Consul. The plotters hoped

the new regime could restore order, preserve the revolution’s reforms, and defeat
France’s enemies.

Napoleon did not disappoint them. Abroad, he defeated the anti-French coalition,
forcing England to make peace in 1802. At home, he eased the financial crisis by
creating the Bank of France, a private corporation empowered to issue currency and
regulate the amount of money in circulation. Assignats were abolished and inflation
controlled. He affirmed the revolutionary land settlement, letting peasants keep lands
acquired from nobles who had fled France, thereby winning the devoted support of
the rural masses. His codification of French Laws, known as the Napoleonic Code,
ensured the integrity of private property while guaranteeing all male citizens equality
before the law.

To implement these changes, Napoleon established a central bureaucracy, staffed by

The Rosetta Stone.

well-paid officials who depended on him for their positions and promotions. He also
~ created a new nobility based on merit instead of heredity, granting titles as rewards for
_ service, and opening careers to the most talented people.

Napoleon’s Concordat

~ toreligion, he nonetheless saw the Church as social cement that could bind the nation enlists the Catholic Church
3 . . . in the service of the state

. together. In 1801 he and the pope signed a Concordat, a treaty granting French Catholics

- freedom of worship. In return, the Vatican recognized the French clergy’s status as civil

~ servants. The Church was thereby enlisted in service to the state.

Increasingly, however, Napoleon subverted the revolution’s democratic spirit.

- Henever stood for election, instead asking voters to approve his actions in votes held
- after the fact, and he largely disregarded France’s elected assemblies. Disdaining free

speech and a free press, he used censorship, propaganda, and police spies to ensure
support for his regime, arresting numerous real and imagined foes. The Consulate
1799-1804) thus marked both the consolidation and the end of the revolution.
Napoleon fulfilled many of its fondest hopes but also converted its hard-won
democracy into a military dictatorship.
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The Revolution and the Rights of Women

Napoleon’s disdain for democratic ideals was likewise reflected in his attitude toward
the rights of women. In this attitude, however, he was no different from the revolution-
ary governments preceding him.

Almost from the beginning, women had played a crucial role in the French
Revolution, joining the crowds that propelled it forward, and radicalizing it by marching
to Versailles in October 1789. Still, the various revolutionary regimes, controlled by
middle-class men, did little to advance female status. Some early reforms increased their
rights to inherit property and obtain a divorce, but women remained barred from hold-
ing government office and voting in national elections. Liberty and equality, as enshrined
in the ideals and actions of the French Revolution, were reserved mainly for men.

Attempting to call attention to this disparity, Olympe de Gouges (aw-LAMP dub
GOOZH), a talented writer of political pamphlets, wrote a Declaration of the Rights of
Woman and the Female Citizen in 1791. Amplifying the 1789 Declaration of the Rights
of Man and the Citizen, de Gouges’s document advocated equal rights for people of both
sexes. “Woman is born free and lives equal to man in her rights,” she declared, “male
and female citizens, being equal in the eyes of the law, must be equally admitted to all
honors, positions, and public employment according to their capacity and without other
distinctions besides those of their virtues and talents” (see Excerpts: Declaration of the
Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen).

Although Olympe de Gouges’s arguments were democratic, her political sympathies
were monarchist. Daughter of a butcher, neither her success as a self-made actress and
journalist nor her impassioned feminism diminished her loyalty to the king. Her disturb-
ing blend of monarchism and feminism made her suspect in the eyes of male revolution-
ary leaders. In 1793, after strongly criticizing Robespierre and his Committee of Public
Safety, she was guillotined for treason.

The governments that followed the Committee of Public Safety proved even less flexible
toward women. The Directory, focused mainly on restoring stability and defeating France’s
enemies, was neither interested in nor capable of radical reforms. Then Napoleon rolled back |
women’s rights to their prerevolutionary status. The Napoleonic Code actually increased
the subjugation of women, depriving them of the right to own property, execute written
agreements, and maintain bank accounts—restrictions that endured in France until 1947.

The Haitian Revolution

Women in France were not the only French subjects lacking freedom and rights. Much
worse was the condition of the African slaves who worked the plantations in France’s
Saint-Domingue colony.

The ideals of liberty and equality enshrined in the American and French revolution-
ary declarations implicitly challenged the age-old institution of slavery. In a hierarchical
society, with rights and privileges determined by hereditary status, slavery could be
accepted. But in a system based on freedom and equal rights, slavery contradicted core
values. As ideals of liberty and equality spread around the world, so would a movement
to end slavery. It began in the 1790s in Saint-Domingue, where slaves, inspired by the
revolutions in America and France, decided to liberate themselves.

The Saint-Domingue Slave Colony

In the 1600s, the western part of the Caribbean island of Hispaniola, a Spanish colony
since the time of Columbus, came under French control and was named Saint-Domingu¢
(Map 26.4). In the 1700s, eager to make a profit, French investors set up plantations
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Inspired by events in North America and France, and inflamed by brutal repression,
slaves in France’s Saint-Domingue colony rose in rebellion and beat back invasions
- by the British and French, finally proclaiming in 1804 the independent nation of
Haiti. Note that Haiti occupies only 25 percent of the island of Hispaniola, sharing it
with the Spanish colony of Santo Domingo (the present-day Dominican Republic).
How did the success of the Haitian Revolution affect Spain’s empire in the Western
Hemisphere?
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there, producing sugar, coffee, cotton,
cacao, and indigo. Since the island’s
Arawak Indians had died from
European diseases, the French
imported African slaves to work

the plantations.

After 1763, when defeat in the
Seven Years War cost France its North
American empire, Saint-Domingue
emerged as France’s most profitable
colony. By the time of the French
Revolution, it had more than three
R s thousand plantations, accounting for
Border ofSain Domingue Well over half of French Folonlal
Exstem borderof it 20 || investments. Its half million slaves

made up almost 90 percent of its popu-
lation; the rest of its inhabitants were
divided between white French colonists
and people of color—a term applied to
former slaves and persons of mixed
racial heritage, legally free but treated
by the whites as social inferiors.

d the Haitian Revolution,
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The Revolt of Toussaint
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The French Revolution
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Domingue slave rebellion
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Slave Revolt in Saint
Domingue, 1791

on myhistorylab.com

Britain and Spain
intervene in Saint-
Domingue

Domingue’s revolution. When the
Estates General was summoned in 1789, the colony’s white settlers and people of color

each sent separate delegations, the former hoping for greater independence from France, |

the latter seeking greater equality with white colonists. During the next few years of tur-
bulence, as French radicals sided with Saint-Domingue’s people of color, tensions
between them and white colonists turned into civil war.

In 1791, as the colony’s free people fought each other, the slaves of Saint-Domingue
seized the opportunity to rebel. Led by Frangois-Dominique Toussaint, who called him-

self Toussaint ’Ouverture (t00-SAN loo-vair-TOOR), the rebels soon gained the advan-

tage, helping themselves to the lands of the former slave owners. Toussaint, a former

domestic slave, had been taught to read and write by a Catholic priest and quickly devel- ]

oped superb organizational and leadership skills. Escaping slaves flocked to his camps,
and within two years he had constructed a cohesive, well-disciplined fighting force of
twenty thousand men.

In 1793 two of France’s European enemies intervened in the Saint-Domingue rebel-
lion. The British feared that the slave revolt threatened their Caribbean holdings

(especially Jamaica, with its three hundred thousand slaves), while the Spanish, who still ]
controlled the eastern part of Hispaniola, hoped to take the whole island. Toussaint and §

his slave army were willing to support any regime that abolished slavery, but it soon
became clear that neither invader cared much about abolition.

Toussaint’s forces now allied with France, judging that their best hope for emancipa- §

tion lay with the mother country, governed in 1793 by the radical National Convention.
Their combined forces defeated the Spanish in 1794, but the British hung on, sickening

and dying from yellow fever and malaria. They finally withdrew in 1798 after suffering |
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ahundred thousand casualties, Toussaint then had the delicate task of
governing Saint-Domingue, supposedly on
ing to oppose any French efforts to restore
Convention was dissolved in 1795, its succ
then Napoleon’s Consulate, were far less supportive of abolition.

An assembly controlled by Toussaint proclaimed a constitution in
1801, making him governor-general for life and abolishing slavery. But
it did not declare independence from France. By remaining a French
colony, though a largely autonomous one, Toussaint hoped to avoid
French intervention.

Napoleon, however, was by this time convinced that only the restora-
tion of slavery and full French authority would make the colony profitable msiriin? Gisiesdin”
again. He was so contemptuous of the abilities of black soldiers that he ;
assumed a small French army could defeat them in a few weeks. The
British, of course, could have told him otherwise. French soldiers died by
the thousands of yellow fever and malaria and also encountered serious
problems of supply and logistics. Napoleon counted on Jamaica and the
United States to provision his expeditionary force, but both were suspicious of his
motives, fearing he intended to expand French holdings in the Caribbean,

behalf of France, while prepar-
slavery. In France, after the
essors, first the Directory and

Toussaint U'Ouverture

- The Success and Impact of the Revolution

ppeared to be winning. Defeated by invading French forces in
rested and sent to France, where he died the next
prison. But his successor, Jean Jacques Dessalines (des-sahbl-LEN)
who hated Europeans and gave the French no mercy. When Brit
France in 1803, plundering French possessions in the Caribbean as it did so, Napoleon
decided to cut his losses in the Western Hemisphere. He sold to the United States the
Louisiana territory, a vast stretch of central North America recently reacquired by

» and pulled his forces out of Saint-Domingue after suffering some
forty thousand casualties. On January 1, 1804, Dessalines declared independence,

P renaming the new nation “Haiti,” an Arawak word meaning “mountainous,” succinctly
| describing the terrain.

L Haiti was the second colony,
L country. But the Haitian Revoluti

Dessalines defeats

year ina frigid France and declares

. Haiti independent
» wWas a relentless killer

ain declared war on

after the United States, to break from its mother
on differed from the revolutions in North America
an political, and it was clearly racial, pitting black

as well as people of color against both. Moreover, its
focus on land usage related more to the rebels’ African origins (since most had been

farmers in Africa) than to French notions of liberty and equality. The Haitians wanted

to center their lives on the land rather than on abstract political ideals. Toussaint misun-

derstood the strength of this desire, and when he invited white
i ations to his black generals, he lost the support of his

man like Dessalines, who understood those desires and

them, to consolidate Haiti’s revolution.

s transformed not only Haiti. In Britain, Haiti’s liberation The Haitian Revolution

who fought the slave fuels global antislavery
b N .
. L. . and liberation movements
, Parliament passed his bill banning the

worked ruthlessly to fulfill
The revolution’s succes

ished, then restored slavery, increasingly the institution was condemned. By the end of
the 19th century, it had been abolished throughout the world.
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Napoleonic forces in
battle.

Napoleon expands French
rule and crowns himself
emperor

The British destroy French
naval power at Trafalgar

Napoileon defeats Austria,
Russia, and Prussia to
dominate Europe

In Haiti itself, victory proved disappointing, The pre-
viously prosperous colony of Saint-Domingue lost nearly
all its educated elite in the revolutionary wars. Its sugar,

. Having crow
cotton, and coffee production were largely destroyed by making him-
warfare, leaving the new nation without the financial and paign in Spa
educational resources needed to rebuild. But the Haitian size of Napo

both these e

Revolution, combined with the earlier American Revolu-
tion, helped inspire independence movements throughout
Latin America (Chapter 28).

The Napoleonic Empire

Haiti’s independence, important as it was for the Americas, had little impact on its
former mother country. Even as he was reluctantly giving up his hopes for France’s
colonial empire in the Americas, Napoleon was building a French Empire in Europe.
With his exceptional military skills and his powerful French army, he defeated France’s
enemies and conquered much of the continent. In the process, he proclaimed himself
emperor. Eventually, however, his ambitions grew beyond his capacity, leading to his
personal downfall and the end of his empire.

The Formation and Expansion of the Empire

Napoleon built his empire on military genius, especially his ability to make the most of
mobility, deception, and surprise. His armies often appeared where no one expected and |
performed maneuvers few other forces could match. In the smoke and chaos of battle, |
Napoleon unfailingly chose the right time and place to attack the enemy’s lines. Needing |
only three hours’ sleep a night, he consistently outworked his opponents; with an excep- |
tionally nimble mind, he constantly outthought them. His remarkable memory for '
names and details gave him an added advantage, which he embellished by cheating
whenever possible. Fighting Napoleon was discouraging.

By 1804, after five years as First Consul, Napoleon had not only stabilized France |
and consolidated its revolution, he had also defeated most of its enemies and expanded
its borders. France by then controlled most of Italy, the Netherlands, and Germany as
far east as the Rhine River (Map 26.5). As the all-powerful ruler of a growing territorial §
empire, Napoleon decided that he needed a title to match his actual status. So in 1804, |
in an elaborate ceremony at Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, he crowned himself
Emperor of the French. Fifteen years after the onset of revolution and eleven years
after the execution of Louis X VI, France again was a monarchy.

France again also terrified its neighbors. In 1805, alarmed by Napoleon’s seemmgly
boundless ambitions, Austria, Russia, Sweden, and Britain formed a new coalition '
against him. That October, Britain’s fleet destroyed the French navy in the Battle of
Trafalgar, off the Spanish coast near Gibraltar. But no one could figure out how to beat
Napoleon on land. His talented subordinates, most of whom had been forced to join §
the army by the levée en masse, helped him win a crushing victory at Austerlitz, in east- §
central Europe, in December 1805. There, Napoleon, outnumbered by Russian and
Austrian forces, maneuvered his armies brilliantly to divide and conquer his foes. The
next year he established control over much of Central Europe, defeating Prussia and
abolishing the Holy Roman Empire. In 1807 he routed the Russians again and then
concluded a treaty of alliance with Tsar Alexander I. As the year ended, the 38-year-old 4
Corsican upstart was master of Europe. \

L N French Empire
/Y% French depend
BBV French aliles in

Yet Napol
discouraged in
in 1806, hopin
Continental Sy
under French ij
Smugglers evac
- America, folloy

When Port
alliances, refuse
force. It occupi
British ships. N
Joseph, but the
loyal to Spain’s
American colon

Britain took
-Spanish Americ:
helping Britain s
rillas fight the Fr



1g. The pre-
lost nearly
. Its sugar,
stroyed by
nancial and
he Haitian
an Revolu-
throughout

on its
-ance’s
Europe.

d France’s
himself

g to his

he most of
:pected and
of battle,
es. Needing
h an excep-
ry for
eating

d France
expanded
‘many as

g territorial
» in 1804,
self

years

 seemingly
lition

ttle of

w to beat
| to join
tz, in east-
an and
oes. The
sia and

d then
8-year-old

The Napoleonic Empire

.iﬂﬂa The Napoleonic Empire, 1804-1814

Having crowned himself emperor in 1804, Napoleon in the next few years defeated the forces of Austria, Prussia, and Russia,
making him the master of Europe. But a British naval triumph that destroyed his fleet at Trafalgar in 1805, a debilitating cam-
paign in Spain that began in 1808, and a disastrous invasion of Russia in 1812 eventually proved his undoing. Compare the

size of Napoleon’s empire with that of the Roman Empire (Map 8.4). Do you see any similarities in the eventual collapse of
both these empires?
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Yet Napoleon remained at war with Britain, whose naval triumph at Trafalgar had
discouraged invasion by France. The French emperor turned to commercial warfare, and
in 1806, hoping to undermine Britain’s economy by cutting off its commerce, created the
Continental System. Essentially a Europe-wide boycott of British goods by countries
under French influence, the system damaged the British economy but failed to destroy it.
Smugglers evaded the boycott, while Britain managed to gain new markets in Latin
America, following one of Napoleon’s worst blunders: invasion of Portugal and Spain.

When Portugal, linked with England since 1386 in one of history’s most enduring
alliances, refused to join the Continental System, Napoleon dispatched an invading
force. It occupied Lisbon in 1807, while Portugal’s royal family escaped to Brazil on
British ships. Napoleon next tried to make Spain a puppet monarchy under his brother
Joseph, but the French occupation of Madrid in 1808 was challenged by guerrilla forces
loyal to Spain’s Borbén dynasty. Joseph’s coronation in turn prompted revolts in Spain’s
American colonies, which had no loyalty to this French usurper.

Britain took advantage of Napoleon’s Spanish blunder. First, it shipped goods to
Spanish America, capturing markets abandoned by Spain because of the war at home, thus
belping Britain survive the Continental System. Second, it sent troops to help Spain’s guer-
tillas fight the French, tying down Napoleon’s best troops in a lengthy, debilitating conflict.
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Troubled Russia resumes

ties with Britain

The French occupation of
Moscow is followed by
Napoleon's calamitous
retreat

The Russian Campaign and the Empire’s Collapse

In 1810, however, Napoleon’s Spanish mistake seemed only a minor annoyance.
Confident in his control of Europe, he turned to domestic matters, divorcing his wife
Josephine, with whom he had no children, and marrying Maria Louisa von Habsburg,
daughter of the Austrian emperor. The marriage was designed to build ties between
Austria and France; it also gave Napoleon an heir, born in 1811. Yet just as the
Bonaparte dynasty seemed secure, Russia reopened its ports to British trade. Tsar
Alexander was upset that Napoleon had spurned a Russian candidate for marriage and
troubled by the Continental System’s damage to Russia’s economy, for Britain had been
Russia’s main trading partner. Napoleon responded in June 1812 by invading Russia
with a Grand Army of six hundred thousand men.

The Russian campaign proved disastrous for Napoleon. His Grand Army was
not nearly as powerful as it appeared. With more than two hundred thousand
seasoned French troops tied down fighting in Spain, Napoleon had to draft two
thirds of his soldiers from his satellite nations throughout Europe. Reluctant to lay
down their lives for France, many deserted. Moreover, the Grand Army’s sheer size
actually worked against it. As always, Napoleon sought to come to grips with his
foes and destroy them. Tsar Alexander’s generals, noting that the Russians were
outnumbered three to one, disobeyed his orders to fight Napoleon and retreated into
Russia’s interior. Had the Grand Army been smaller, the Russian generals would
have had to stand and fight.

The retreat proved strategically sound, as Napoleon was drawn ever deeper into
Russia. By September his forces occupied Moscow, but this did not force Alexander to
surrender, as he was safe in the capital, Saint Petersburg. Then fires, which may have
been deliberately set, burned much of Moscow to the ground. With no place to house
his forces for the winter, Napoleon began withdrawing in October, retreating over the
same route by which he had arrived. Lacking adequate food and beset by harsh
weather, his men died by the thousands from cold, hunger, and disease. The Grand
Army that crossed back into French-controlled Europe in December had only twenty
thousand men.

But Napoleon was not beaten. He raced back to Paris and raised another army,
rejecting an Austrian peace plan and thereby prompting Austria and Prussia to join
with Britain and Russia. The new alliance then declared a war of liberation from

French rule. In 1813, in the Battle of the Nations at Leipzig, Germany, the allies soundly |

defeated the French. In April 1814, Napoleon gave up his throne and was exiled to
Elba, a Mediterranean island. King Louis XVIIL, younger brother of the guillotined
Louis XVI, was restored to the French throne by the victorious alliance (Louis XVI’s
only son, Louis XVII, disappeared in 1795 and was never found).

In early 1815, however, while allied leaders were meeting at Vienna to restructure

Europe, they were interrupted by startling news: Napoleon had escaped from Elba
and returned to France. Louis XVIII sent soldiers to arrest him, but they deserted
to their former emperor. Louis then unwisely sent a whole army corps under one
of Napoleon’s former generals, who turned the entire corps over to his old leader.
Napoleon then informed the king: “Sire, there is no need to send me more troops;
I have enough.”

Louis XVIII fled, and Napoleon reclaimed his throne; but his new reign lasted onlys
hundred days. The allies regrouped and Napoleon marched north to meet them. At the &
Belgian town of Waterloo, on June 18, 1815, he lost again. This time the allies sent the ;
former emperor to the remote South Atlantic island of Saint Helena, where he died six ;
years later of stomach cancer at age 51.
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Restoration and Rebellion

Restoration and Rebellion

Final victory over Napoleon enabled allied leaders at Vienna to complete a comprehen-
sive peace settlement. Resolved to restore stability to a continent torn by decades of rev-
olution and war, they worked to reestablish the old order that had existed before 1789.
Although they developed plans to use force to suppress any future revolutions, they

proved unable to extinguish the new ideas about equality and freedom that the North
Atlantic revolutions had released.

The Congress of Vienna and the Congress System

Ably directed by Austria’s foreign minister, Prince Klemens von Metternich, the Congress
of Vienna (1814-1815) based its deliberations on three principles. First was legitimacy, the
right of former rulers or ruling families to regain the positions they lost in the Napoleonic
Wars. Second was compensation, the reimbursement of nations that had sacrificed lives
and resources to defeat Napoleon. Third was an effort to maintain peace by establishing a
balance of power, a situation in which no one nation would be strong enough to impose
its will on the others, or to dominate Europe as France had under Napoleon.

To implement these principles, the Congress redrew the map of Europe (Map 26.6).

603

The Congress of Vienna

France was returned to its 1789 borders, deprived of all the lands it had gained since the  redraws European borders

mf Europe in 1815

Seeking to restore stability in Europe and establish a balance of power, the Congress of Vienna in 1815 returned France to its
prerevolutionary borders, restored regimes that had been ousted by Napoleon, and created a Germanic Confederation in
place of the old Holy Roman Empire. A Kingdom of Poland was restored in name but was still ruled by Russia’s tsar. Observe

that both Germany and ltaly were fragmented, while the rest of Europe was composed of unified states. What difficulties
would this pose for 19th-century Germans and Italians?
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Revolt in Greece creates
tensions among the
powers

Western ideals prompt a
failed rebellion in Russia

Revolution spreads in

1830 to France, Belgium,

and Poland

revolution. In Spain and Italy, regimes that had ruled before Napoleon were restored to
power. The Holy Roman Empire, abolished in 1806, was replaced by a new Germanic
Confederation. Prussia received some German territory west of the Rhine River, and
Russia gained control of Finland.

Aiming in part to balance France’s power by forming a strong nation to its north,
the Congress created a Kingdom of the Netherlands, uniting Belgium (formerly the
Austrian Netherlands) with the Dutch Netherlands under Dutch rule. The Congress
also reconstituted Poland, earlier partitioned among Russia, Prussia, and Austria
(Chapter 25) but agreed to let Russia’s tsar serve as Poland’s king, effectively making
it a Russian satellite.

To further sustain stability and peace, Metternich persuaded the Congtress to establish
an ongoing mechanism known as the Congress System. It called for Europe’s main pow-
ers to hold periodic meetings to deal with pressing problems and thus to preserve order
by preventing wars and revolutions. Congresses were held at various European cities in
1818, 1820, 1821, and 1822; among other things they authorized armed interventions by
Austria in Naples and by France in Spain to crush rebellions and restore royal rule.

Renewed Attempts at Revolution

In 1821, however, a Greek rebellion against the Ottoman Turks began to divide the
powers. In Britain and France, the Western parliamentary monarchies, the revolt was
seen as a heroic bid to liberate Greece, the cradle of Western culture, from Islamic rule.
But the Eastern absolute autocracies—Austria, Prussia, and Russia—fearing the appeal
of freedom, opposed all efforts at revolutionary change. Even Russia, despite its view of
the Turks as foes and the Greeks as fellow Orthodox Christians, initially opposed the

revolt, and by mid-1822 the Turks seemed to have suppressed it. But the rebels persisted, |

and the situation changed.
In December 1825 a group of young Russian army officers from the Napoleonic

Wars, viewing their country as backward and repressive in comparison with the Western

European countries they had marched through while conquering France, rebelled upon
the death of Tsar Alexander I, hoping to force his successor to grant a constitution.
Their brief insurrection, the “Decembrist Revolt,” was crushed by loyal troops. The
new tsar, Nicholas I, reacted by striving for the next 30 years to maintain the old order
in Russia through police state mechanisms and military force. In Greece, however, he
was willing to intervene to advance Russia’s interests.

Hoping that a liberated Greece would be Russia’s friend and client, Nicholas broke
with Austria and Prussia to support the Greek rebels. In 1827, the Russian, French, and
British navies challenged the Turks, and the next year Russian armies attacked them.
The resulting Russo-Turkish War of 1828-1829 brought independence to Greece and
inspired revolts in 1830 in France, Belgium, and Poland.

France’s revolt was an aftershock of the 1789 revolution. Realizing that its ideals

could not be wholly obliterated, Louis XVIII, who reigned from 1814 to 1824, had issued

a charter affirming such rights as liberty, equality, property, and freedom of religion. In
July 1830, however, his reactionary successor, King Charles X, issued ordinances aimed
at undermining these rights. The result was an upheaval in Paris deposing Charles. But
instead of ending the monarchy, the July Revolution brought to power a royal cousin,
King Louis Philippe, who reigned from 1830 to 1848 as a moderate. Remembering the
Reign of Terror, the French were not ready to try another republic.

The other two revolts, like the one in Greece, were efforts to gain freedom from for-
eign rule. The Belgians rebelled in August 1830 against the Kingdom of the Netherlands; §

the revolt succeeded, and Belgium soon became independent. The Poles, also seeking
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Chapter Review 605

independence, arose in November against Russian rule, but Nicholas I's army ruthlessly
crushed them. The struggle between old and new orders unleashed by the North Atlantic

revolutions was by no means over.

Putting It in Perspective

REVIEW

The North Atlantic revolutions, although they
occurred in North America, Europe, and Haiti,

had implications and repercussions far beyond these
regions. By challenging such entrenched institutions as
monarchy, aristocracy, colonialism, and slavery, they
helped introduce a new vision of society, centered on
ideals of political liberty and social equality,

The American Revolution, and subsequently the
United States Constitution, established the precedent
that people could decide their own form of
governance, discarding structures they deemed
oppressive and creating new ones that better served
their needs. In freeing themselves from colonial rule,
Americans set an example for freedom-seeking
colonies in Latin America, and later throughout the
world. And in forming a republic with elected
officials accountable to the people and governing
institutions limited by separation of powers, the
United States proved that Enlightenment principles
could be put into practice.

The French Revolution showed not only that
kings could be overthrown and nobles disinherited,
but also that common people could play a key role in
shaping their own destiny. In fighting for liberty and
equality, the rebels undermined monarchy and

| aristocracy, first in France and later throughout

Reviewing Key Material

Europe and Latin America. Napoleon curtailed demo-
cratic freedoms and formed a military dictatorship,
but he also promoted equality under law and careers
based on talent, spread these concepts across Europe
by his conquests, and opened the way to Latin
American liberation by invading Portugal and Spain.

The Haitian Revolution demonstrated not only

that the American and French experiences could be
repeated elsewhere, but also that slaves could liberate
themselves by organizing to expel their oppressors.
African slaves also proved they could defeat European
armies while skillfully playing off Europeans against
one another. In blending European ideas of freedom
and equality with African concepts of land use, the
Haitians took significant steps toward ending both
colonialism and slavery.

The North Atlantic revolutions, nonetheless,
marked only the onset of a long struggle between the
old and new orders. Monarchs and aristocrats,
backed by supporters of stability and tradition,
sought forcefully to restore their status after
Napoleon’s defeat. But their efforts were soon
challenged by a new wave of rebellions and ultimately
subverted by an industrial revolution, already under

way in Britain, that in time would revolutionize the
entire world.
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ASK YOURSELF

1. How did the ideals of the Enlightenment, and Britain’s
victory in the Seven Years (French and Indian) War,
contribute to the American, French, and Haitian
revolutions?

2. In what ways were these three revolutions similar, and
in what ways did they differ> What impact did each of
them have on events in the other two countries?

3. What roles did the working classes and women play in
the French Revolution? How did they help make it
increasingly radical from 1789 to 17942

4. In what ways did Napoleon advance the ideals and con-
solidate the accomplishments of the French Revolution,
and in what ways did he violate its ideals and undermine
its accomplishments?

5. How did Napoleon rise from obscurity to become the
master of Europe? How and why was he eventually
defeated? How did his conquerors try to restore Europe’s
peace and stability?

6. How do the North Atlantic revolutions compare and
contrast with earlier rebellions elsewhere, such as the
major lower-class revolts in China (Chapter 21) and
Russia (Chapter 25)? Why did the Atlantic revolutions
have a greater global impact?
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