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particularly in later years, belonged to non-English-speaking races. This natural bar to assimi-
lation, however, was soon overcome by them, while the racial identity of their children was
almost entirely lost and forgotten.


On the other hand, the new immigration has been largely a movement of unskilled labor-
ing men who have come, in large part temporarily, from the less progressive and advanced
countries of Europe in response to the call for industrial workers in the eastern and middle
western States. They have almost entirely avoided agricultural pursuits, and in cities and
industrial communities have congregated together in sections apart from native Americans
and the older immigrants to such an extent that assimilation has been slow as compared to
that of the earlier non-English-speaking races.


The new immigration as a class is far less intelligent than the old, approximately one-third
of all those over 14 years of age when admitted being illiterate. Racially they are for the most
part essentially unlike the British, German, and other peoples who came during the period
prior to 1880, and generally speaking they are actuated in coming, by different ideals, for the
old immigration came to be a part of the country, while the new, in a large measure, comes
with the intention of profiting, in a pecuniary way, by the superior advantages of the new
world and then returning to the old country.


The old immigration movement, which in earlier days was the subject of much discussion
and the cause of no little apprehension among the people of the country, long ago became


Strong anti-Chinese feeling across the United States, especially in the West, was stoked during


periods of economic depression, culminating in the passage of the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882.


Then and later, the irony of the United States, champion of freedom and opportunity, discriminat-


ing against Asians was not lost on observers at home or abroad, as shown in this cartoon by L. M.


Glackens published in the Jan. 3, 1912, Puck magazine. Library of Congress, Prints and Photo-


graphs Division, LC-USZC2-1043.
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