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QUESTIONS

What series of evenfs
aird ideologionl conflicts

prompled the Cold War?

How did the Cold War
reshape ideas of American

Jrecdonr

What were the major
rnftigtioes of Tromar's

domestic policics?

W hat offircts did the
anticenmnranisnn of the Cold
War faze on Anertcan

politics and ciltnre?

n September 16, 1947, the 160th anniversary of the signing of

the Constitution, the Freedom Train opened to the public in

Philadelphia. A traveling exhibition of 133 historical documents,
the train, bedecked in red, white, and blue, soon embarked on a sixieen-
month tour that took it to more than 300 American cities. Never belore
of since have so many cherished pieces of Americana—among them
the Mavflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, and the
Crettvsburg Address—been assembled inoone place,

The idea for the Freedom Tran originated in 1946 with the
Department of Justice. President Harry 8. Truman endorsed it as a
way of contrasting American freedom with “the destruction of liberty
bv the Hitler tyranny.” Since direct government funding raised fears of
propaganda, however, the administration twmed the project over to a
nonprofit group, the American Hertage Foundation.

By any measure, the Freedom Train was an enormous S0ccess.
Behind the scenes, however, the Freedom Train demonstrated that the
meaming of reedom remained as controversial as ever.

The liberal staff members at the National Archives who proposed
the initial list of documents had included the Wagner Act of 1935, which
sruaranteed workers therght to form unions, as wellas President Roosevelt's
Four Freedoms speech of 1941, with its promise to fight “freedom from
want.” The more conservalive American Heritage Foundabion removed
these documents. They also deleted from the original Hst the Fourteenth
and Fifteenth Amendments, which had established the primciple of egual
civil and political rights regardless of race alter the Civil War. In the end,
nothing on the train referred o organized labor or any twenbiieth-century
social legslation. The only documents relating to Afrvican- Americans were
the Emancipation Proclamation, the Thirteenth Amendment, and a 1778
letter by South Carolina patriot Henrey Laurens criticizing slavery.

O the eve of the train's unveilling, the poet Langston Hughes wondered
whether there would be “Jim Crow on the Freedom Tram.” “When it stops
in Mississipp," Hughes asked, “will it be made plain/Everybody™s got a
right to board the Freedom Tram?” In fact, with the Truman administration
about to make civil rights a major priocity, the rain's organizers announced
that they would not permit segregated viewing. In an unprecedentsd
move, the American Heritage Foundation canceled visits o Memphis,
Tennessee, and Birmingham, Alabama, when local authorities insisted
on separating visitors by race, The Freedom Train visited fortv-seven
other southern cities without incident.

Even as the Freedom Train reflected a new sense of national unease

about expressions of racial inequality, its jowrney also revealed the growing
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impact of the Cold War. In the spring of 1947, a few months before the
tram was dedicated, Presudent Truman conmmitted the United States to
the worldwide contamment of Soviet power and inavgurated a program
o rool oul “disloval” persons from government employment. The Federal
Bureau of Investigation began compiling reports on those who found
the tram objectionable. The Freedom Train revealed how the Cold War
helped to reshape Ireedom's meaning, ideniifyving it ever more closely with
anbeormmunism, “ree enterprise,” and the delense of the social and econormic

stalus guo.

ORIGINS OF THE GOLD WAR

The United States emerged [rom World War 11 as by far (he world’s
greatest power. The United States accounted For hall the world’s man

ulacturing capacity. It aloue possessed (he atormae bomb. American

leaders believed thait the nalion's securtty depended an (he securaly of

Europe and Asia, and (hat American prosperily veguired global eco-
nomile reconsiruclion.

The only power thal moany way could rival ibe Unated Stales was the
Soviel Unien, whose armies now ocoupisd most of eastern Europe, includ
mg the eastern part of Germany. lis crucial cole in deleating Huller and i1s
clamm that commmunizm had wresied a vast backward nation oo moder
nily gave the Soviel Umon considerable preshige in Euwrope and amoog
colonial peoples strugeling for independence. Having lost more than
20 mmillion dead and suflfered memense devastaiion during the war, bow-
ever, Slalin's goveromend was o no position o emback on new military
adventures. But the Soviet government remaioed determaned toestablish a
sphiere ol ioluence 10 eastern Europe, through whoch Germany had twice

mvaded Eussiain the past thariy vears.

In retrospect, U0 seems all bul joevitable (hat the wo magor powers Lo
emerge [rom the war would come iole condlicl, Born of a common [oe
rather than commmon long:lerm inlerests, values, or istory. the wartime
alliance between (he Unated Staies and (he Soviet Umion began to unravel

almost from the day that peace was declared.
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Tie Cold War in e
Middly Easr

Lo irare Me st

Frasident Harry S Trdman debverong

fig Truman Doclrine speach Delare

Longrads on March 12, 1947,

The hrzsl conlrontation of the Cold War took place 1o the Middle Easi.
Al the end of World War 11, Soviel treops had ocougred parts of northern
[ran, hoping 1o pressuve thal country (o grand il access (o1ls rich cal helds,
Under British and Ameccan pressure, however, Stalim guickly wathdrew
Soviel forces. Al The same [ume, however, the Soviels msialled procommu
st governments in Poland, Romana, and Bulgacia, a step they claimed
was to different from American demination ol Latim America or Britain’s
delermination 1o mainlaim s own ermgire.

Early 1o 1946, in has famews Long Telegram [rom Moscow, American
diplomat George Keonao advised the Truman admarastration (hat the
Soviels could nol be deall wilh as a normal goavernmenl. Comemumst 1de
aology drove therm to try 1o expand ther power throughout the world, he
clatmed, and only the United States bad the ability o siop (therm. His (ele
gram laid the foundaiion for what became known as the policy of "contain-
ment,” according 1o which the Urnated States cormmuited ilsell o prevenling
any [urther expansion of Soviel power.

Shoctly alterward, 1o a speech al Fulion, Missouri, Brilam's [oc
meer warlime peame mimister Winston Churchiall declared that an “iron
curtain” had descended across Europe, partitioniog the free West from the
cormmunisl East, Bul not unill Macch 1947 in a speech aunocuncing whal
came o be known as the Truman Doctrine., did the president officially
embrace the Cold War as the loundation of American foreign policy and

describe if as a worldwide siruggle over the fufuce of reedom.

Harry & Truman never expected (o become pres
wlent. When he assumed the presidency aller
Roosevelt™s death ion April 1945, Truman found
himsell foreed (o decide [oreign policy debates
m which he had previously played victually o
role.

Convineed thal Stalm could oot be fewsied
aticd that (he Unaled States had a respousibality
to provide leadership o a world that he tended
fo view 1 stark, black-and-white termes, Trorman
seon delermaned o put (he policy of contain
ment mide effect. The immediate occasion for
this epochal decision came eacly 1947 when
Britain inlormed (he Uniled Stales thal becawse

its economy had been shaltered by the war, i had
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no chotce bul 1o end moalitary and nancial aid to bwo crucal govermments
Greece, a monarchy threatened by a commuonist-led rebellion, and Turkey,
from which the Soviels were demanding jomd control of (he sivants linkiog
the Black Sea and the Medilerranean. Britain asked (he United States to fill
the vacuwn.

The Soviel Union had Litle (o do with (he interoal problems of Greece
and Turkey, where oppostiion (o corrupd, uondemocralic reglmes was
largely homesrawn. Bul the two coundries occupaed strategically mpor
fand siles al (he gateway Lo southeastern Eucope and (he oil-rich Middle
Easi. Truman had been fold by Senate leader Acvthur Vaodenberg that
the only wav a reluctant public and Congress would support aid o these
governments was [or the president to “scare hell™ owl of (he American
people. Troman colled ol the heaviest weapon in hus rhetorical arsenal
the defense of freedom. As the leader ol the “free world,” the Uniled Slales
musl now shoulder the responsibility of supporiing “reedom-loving
peoples” wherever communism threatened (hem. Twenty -lour mes 1o
the eighteen-minute speech, Truman used the words “lree”™ or “lreedom.”

Truman succesded i persuading both Republicans and Democrats m
Congress 1o support his policy, beginning a long period ol bipartisan sup
port for the contamment of communism. As Truman's speech o Cougress
sugresied, the Cold War was, in part, an ideslogical condlict. Both sides
claimed o be promotiong [reedom and secial justice while delending their
cwvn securily, and each offered its social svsterm as a model (he rest of the
world should follow.

Truman's rhetoric suggested that the United States had asswmed a
permanent global responsibalily, The speech set a precedend [or American
assistance 0 anficommunist regimes throughout the world, no matter
how undemocratic, and for the crealion of a set of global military alliances
directed agamst the Soviet Undon. There soon [ollowed the creation of
new national security bodies immoune from democratic oversight, such as
the Alomae Energy Cormmiission, National Security Couwncil, and Central
Indelligence Agency (CLA) fhe last established io 1947 Lo gaiber intells

gence and conduct secrel military operalions abroad.

The threal of American military action overseas lormed only one pillar of
containment. Secrefary of Slate George C. Marshall spelled oul the other in
a speech al Harvard Universuy 1o June 1947, Marshall pledged (he Uniied
Stales o contribule billions of dollars (o nance (the economic recovery of

Europe. Two vears alter the end of the war, much of the confinent sHll lay
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i rudns with widespread food shortages
and rampant inflaticn. The economic
chaos had strengthened the communist
parties of France and aly. American
policymakers feared that these eoun-
fries raght fall mdo the Soviet orbat.

The Marshall Plan offered a posi-
five vision o go along with contain-
ment. Avordimg Truman's language of a
world divided between fvee and unlree
blocs, Marshall insisted, "Our policy
15 directed nol against any counlry or
doctring, but against hunger, poverly,
desperalion, and chaos.”

The Marshall Plan proved o be

ocng of the most successlul Toreign aid

programs im history. By 1930, wesiern

Balas of American catton i a
warehauss al the Frensh port of Lea Evropean production exeeeded prewar levels and the region was poised

Havre, 1349, Part of the Marshall Plan {g follow the United States down the read [0 a mass-consumplion sociely.
aldprag ket the dispenissil hetped . fo Because (he Soviel Union relused (o pariicipalte, fearing American conlraol
ralee the French cotton mdustery. . : - . Y

y aver the economies of eastern Europe, the Marshall Plan further solidibed

the division of the condinent. Al the same time, the Unated States worked
ol with wenty-three ofher Wesiern nations the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), which proposed Lo stirmulate freer trade among
the parlicipants, crealing an enormeus markel for American goods and

inveslment.

Under the guidance of General Douglas MacArthur, the “supreme com
A dewtocratic constitution mander” m Japan undil 1948 that coundry adopted @ oew, democralic con-
siitulion. Thanks {o Amercan insistence, and against the wishes ol most
Japanese leaders, the new constitulion gave wormen the right (o vole for Che
[iesl tire in Japan's history . Furthermore, Article 9 of the new constitulicn
stated that Japan would cenounce fovever the policy of war and armed
agpression, and would maiotain only a modest sell-delense [orce.
The United States also oversaw (he economic reconstroction of Japan.
[natsally, the Unated States proposed o dissolve Japan's graot immdusiral cor
porabtions, which had contributed so muoch (o the gation’'s war effoct. But itns

Faprns Fecotery plan was abandoned in 1945 1o Gavor of an effor te cebuld Japan's industeial
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base asa bastion of anlicormmumst sirength m Asta. By the 19505, thanks 1o
American eronomic assistance, the adoption of new technologies, and Iow

spendiong on (he mililary, Japan's economic recovery was m [ull swing.

Meanwhale, (he Cold War iotensilied and, despite the Marshall Plan,
mereasingly took a ralitaristic (urn, Al the sod of World War 11, each
of the four victoriouws powers assumed condeol of a section of eocupied
Germany, and of Berlin, localed deep 1o (he Soviet zone, To June 1948, the
United Stales, Britain, and Fravee introdoced a sepacale currency in ther
Zones, a prelude o the cosation of a new Wesl German government that

would be aligned with therm in the Cold War. In response, the Soviels cul

ofl road and ratl teathic Irom the Amencan, Betish, and French gones of

occupied Germany (o Berlin.

Aneleven-mondh ailift lollowed, with Westero planes supplyviog fuel
and [food (o ther zoues of the culy, When Stalin lited the blockade i May
1949 the Truman admimastration had wouo a major viclory. Soon, [wo new
nations emerged, East and West Germany, ach allied with a side in the
Cold War, Berlin itsell remamed divided. Mot undil 1991 would Germany
be reuntlied.

Alzo o 1949, the Soviet Union tested its first alomae bomb, ending the
American monopely of that weapon. In the same vear, the United States,
Canada, and ten western European nalions established the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO). pledziog muiual delense agamsi any ulure
Soviel attack. Soon, West Germany became a crucial pact of MATO. The
Morth Atlandic Treaty was the brst loog-ferm militacy alliance belween the
United Sfates and Europe simee (the Trealy of Amaty and Commerce with
France during the Amercan BEevolulion. The Soviels lormalized their own

castern European alliance, the Warsaw Pact, in 1955,

In 1949, communists led by Mao Zedong emerged viclorious in the
long Chinese civil war—a serious selback for the policy of contamment.
Assailed by Republicans for having “lost” China (whach, of course, the

United States never “had” in the Licst placel, the Troman administra

fon relused (o recogmze (he new government —(he People’s Bepublic of

Chima—and blocked 1 fvom ocoupyving China’s seat al the United Nafions.

Tntil the 19705, the United States insisted that the ousted regime, which
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had been forced mio exale on the island of Tawan, remamed the legitimate
government of China.

I the wake ol Soviel-American conlrontations m Earope, the com
sl viclory in China, and Soviel suceess in developing an atomice borml,
the National Security Council approved a call for a permanent military
build-up to enable (he Uniled Stales {o pursue a global crusade against
cormmunisme. Known as NSC-68, this 1950 manilesto deseribed (he Cold

War as an epie sirugzle between “the idea ol freedom” and (he “idea of

slavery under the grim oligacchy of (he Kremlin"

Irmatially, American postwar policy focused oo Euvope. Bul il was 1o Asia
thal the Cold War suddenly turoed hol. Occupaed by Japao durimg World
Woar 11, Korea had been divided in 1945 inlo Soviel and American zones.
These zones soon evolved iolo two govermuments: communist Morth Kovea
and anficommunisl Souwth Korea, undemocratic bul aligued with the
United States. Iu June 1930, ihe North Korean army mvaded the south,
hoping 1o reanily the coundey uoder communist control. Morth Kovean

soldiers soon occupied most of the peoinsula. The Truman admanastration

persuaded the Uniled Nalions Securily Council (o authorize the use of

foree to repel the invasion. (The Soviets, who could bave vetoed the resolu
fion, were boveolling Securtly Council meeiings (o protest the refusal Lo

seal cormmunis! Ching)

American troops did the bulk of the lightiong oo this ficst battlefield of

the Cold War. In Seplember 19530, General Douglas MacActhur launched
adaring counteratiack at Inchon, behind North Korean Iines, MacActhoe's
armny soon cocupied most of Nocth Korea, Truman now hoped o wnate
Korea under a pro-American government. Bul in October 1950, when
UM forees neared the Chunese border, hundreds of thousands of Chinese
iroops inlervened, doving them back m bloody bghiing, MacArthur
demanded the right Lo push north again and possibly even invade China
and use nuclear weapons against it Bul Truman, [earing an all-owl war oo

the Asian mainland, relused. MacArthoe did vol Dolly accept the principle

of civilian control of the maliary. When he went public with cnticism of

the president, Troman remooved ham from command. The war then setled
mie a stalemate around the thicty-eighth parallel, (he origimal boundary
between the two Korveas. Not until 1953 was an armmstices agreed 1o, essen
fally restorimg (the prewar status guo. There bas never been a lormal peace

irealy endiog the Kovean War,
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What series o

Bore than 33,000 Amercans died 1o
Korea. The Asian death toll reached an
estimated 1 million Korean soldiers and
2 million civilians, along wilh hundreds of
thousands of Chinese roops. Korea made
if clear (hat the Cold War, which began in

Europe, had become a global conllici.

In the Soviet Union, Stalin had consolidaied
a brutal dictatorship that jailed or mouore
dered millions of Soviel cilizens, With ils
one-parly rule, striongend state conirol of the
arts and intellectual life, and government-controlled economy, the Sovied
Union presented a stark opposite of democracy and “leee enderprise” As a
number of contempaorary crifics, ew of them sympathetic (o Soviel com
muriism, pointed ouwl, however, casting the Cald War o terms of a world
wide battle between freedom and slavery bad uoloriunate consequences.,
It a penetraliing critigque of Troman's policies, Waller Lippmanno, one
of the oalion™s most prominent journahsts, objected © turmang foreign
policy dnto an “ideclogical crusade” To view every challenge (o the
stalus quo as parl of a contest with the Soviel Unaon, Lippmano correcily
predicted, would regquire the Uniled States o recroil and subsidize an
"array of satellites, chients, dependents and puppets” It would have 1o
milervene condinuously m the affairs of nations whose polifical problems
did nol arise [rom Moscow and could nod be easily understood m lerms
of the Batile between reedom and slavery, World War 11, he went on, had
shaken the loundations of Ewropean empares. In the (ide of revolulionary
nationalism now sweeping (he world, communisis were cerlam o play an

nprtant role.

World War IT had increased American awareness ol the problem ol imper:
alism. Many movements [or colonial independence borrowed the language
of the American Declaration ol Independence m demanding the cght 1o
selb-government. Liberal Democrals and Black leaders urged the Truman
admanastration o take the lead i promotimg worldwide decolonization,

msisting (that a Free World worthy ol the name shouwld oot mclude colonies
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In a sharply worded essay written in 1947, the prominent historian Henry Steele Commager

commented on how the anticommunist crusade was stifling the expression of dissent

and promoting an idea of patriotism that equated loyalty to the nation with the uneritical

acceptance of American society and institutions.

Increasingly, Congress is concerned with the eradication of dislovalty and the defense of Americanism,

and scarcely a day pazses .. that the outlines of the new lovalty and the pew Americaniam are not

efched more sharply in public policy. . .. Inthe making is a revival of the red hvsteria of the early 19205,

one af the shabhiest chapters in the history of American democracy, and more than a revival, for the

new crusade B8 designed not merely to frustrate Communizm but to formulate a positive dehnition of

Americanizm, and a positive concept of layalty.

What is this new loyalty? It is, abowve all, conformity. It is the uncritical and unguestioning

acceptance of America as it is—the political institutions, the aocial relationships, the econcmic

practices. It rejects inguiry into the race question or seocialized medicine, or public housing, or

inta the wisdom or validity of our foreign palicy. It regarda as particularly heinous any challenge

to what is called “the svatem of private enterprise,” identitving that syvstem with Americanizm. It

abandons . . . the onee popular concept of progress, and regards America as a finished product,

pertect and complete.

It is, it must be added, easily =satistied. For it wants not intellectual conviction nor spiritual conguest,

but mere owtward conformityv. In matters of loyalty, it takes the word for the deed, the gesture for the

principle. It is content with the Hag =alute. ...
It is satished with membership in respectable
organizations and, a8 it assumes that ever
member of a liberal organization is a Communist,
concludes that eve Iy member of a conservative
ane is a true American. It has not vet learmed that
nit everyone who saith Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of Heaven. It is designed neither to
dizcover real lli.?i]'.:":. :|.|.|:-. nor ta foster true |-..-[.':|.|.I.". :

The concept of lovalty as conformity is a false
ane. It is narrow and restrictive, denies freedom of
thought and of conscience. . . . What do men know
af lovalty who make a mockery of the Declaration
of Independence and the Bill of Rights?

QUESTIONS

1. What does Herberg think are the
strengths and weaknesses of the

American outlook?

2 Why docs Commager feel that the new
patriolism makes “a mockery” of the

Bill of Rights?

3. Howe does Herberg's anaiysis belp fo
cxplain the violations of civil libertics

deplored by Commager?
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and emmgires. Bul as the Cold War developed, the Uniled States backed

Tihe Cold War da the movies

away from pressuring ils European allies to grand sell>goveromend (o colo
nes like Freoch Indochina, the Duich East Indies, and Brifish possessions
like the Gold Coast and Nigeria in Alvica and Malaya in Asia,

Mo matler how repressive oits own people, iF a oalion joined Che
worldwide anticommunist alliance led by the Unated States, it was counded
as a member of (the Free World, The Eepublic ol Sowih Alrica, for example,
was considered a part of the Free World even though 1ls whate miioorty

had deprived the black population ol nearly all themr rights.

THE COLD WAR AND
THE IDEA OF FREEDOM

Among other things, the Cold War was an ideological sirugele, a battle,
i a popular phirase of (he 19305, lor (the "hearts and minds” of people
throughout the world. During the 19305, freedom became an inescapable
theme of academic research, popular journalism, mass caliuce, and official
pronouncenients.

One of the more unusual Cold War batilelelds involved American
hastory and culiure, Mational securily agencies encouraged Hollywood
(o produce anlicommunist movies, such as The Red Menoce (1949 and
I Married n Commnris! (19509, and urged thal blme scepis be changed Lo
remove relerences (o less-thane pratseworthy aspects of American hisiory,
such as Iodian rermnoval and racial diseriminaiion.

Tocounteract the widespread European view of the United States aza
cultural backwater, the CIA secretly [uoded an array of overseas publica
Lions, conberences, publishing houses, concerts, and arl exhabals, And (o
fry fooamprove the inlernatioonal image of American race relations, the gov
ernnent sent jazz: musicians and other black peclormers abroad, especially

o Adrica and Asnia.

Along wilh freedom, the Cold War's ofher great mobilizing concepl was
“totalitarianism.” The (erm originated in Europe between the world wars

o describe fascist [aly aond Mazi Germany —aggressive, deologically
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How did the Cold War resbape ideas of American frecdom¥

driven stales that sought Lo subdue all of civil society. including churches,
unions, and other voluntary associations, to their contral. By the 1950s, the
term had become shorthand [or describing those on the Soviel side in the
Cold War. As the eventual collapse of cormmunist governments in eastern
Europe and the Soviel Undon would demonstrate, the idea of tolalitarian
1sm greatly exagegerated the totality of government conlrol of private lile
and thought in these counlries.

Just as the conllict over slavery redefined American freedom in the
ningefeenth century and the confrontation with the Mazis shaped under
standings ol [reedom during World War 11, the Cold War reshaped them
once again. Whatever Moscow stood for was by delinilion the opposite
of freedom, including anvthing to which the word “socialized” could be
altached. In the largesl public relations campaign in American history, the
American Medical Association raised the specter ol "socialized medicine”

to defeal Truman's propasal for nalional health insurance.

The Cold War also allected the emerging concept of human rights. The
idea that there are righis that are applicable to all of humandty originated
during the sighteenth cenfury in the Enlightenment and the American
and French Bevolulions. The atrocities committed during World War 11,
as well as the global language of the Four Freedoms, lorcefully raised the
1ssue ol human rights in the postwar world, Alter the war, the victorious
Allies put numerous German officials on trial before special courts at
Muremberg [or crimes against humanity. For the first Ume, individuals
were held directly accountable to the international communily lor viola
tions of human rights. The trials resulted in prison terms for many Mazi
officials and the execution of ten leaders,

In 1945, the UM General Assembly approved the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, drafted by a committes chaired by Eleanor
Roosevell. It identified a broad range of rights o be enjoved by people
evervwhere, including [reedom of speech, religious toleration, and pro
tection against arbitrary government, as well as social and economic
entitlements like the right Lo an adequate standard of living and access (o
housing, education, and medical care. The document had oo enlorcement
mechanism. Some considered i an exercise in empiv rhetoric, Bul the core
principle—that a nation’s treatment of its own citizens should be subject
to outside evaluation—slowly became part of the language in which [ree

dom was discussed.
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Crie reason for the lack of an enforcement mechanizsm in the Unaversal
[eclaration of Human Rights was (hal both the United Stafes and the
Soviel Unaon relused lo accepl outside inlerference in therr internal affaics
or restraints on their abiliy (o conduoct foreign policy as they desired. In
1947, the NAACPE did hile a petition wilth the United Nabtions asking il Lo

Humas Fhohis n toerdd . . . ; i . . : .
ak investigate racism m the Uoiled States as a violabion of human rights. But

Taifrs
the UN decided (hai it lacked jursdiciion. Nonetheless, since the end of

World War II, the enjoyment of human rights has mereasingly taken its
place in deloilions of [reedom across (he globe, especially, perhaps, where
such righis are lagrantly violated.

Alter the Cold War ended, the idea of human righis would play an
increasmgly promment role in world aflaics. Bul durimg the 1950%, Cold
War mperanives shaped the concepl. Neither the Uniled Stales nor the
Soviet Undon could resist emphasizing certain provisions of the Universal
[reclaration while ignoring others, The Soviels claimed 1o provide all citd
zens wilh social and economic righis, butl vislated democratic rights and
civil liberties. Many Americans condemmed these nonpolitical vights as a

path to socialism.

THE TRUMAN PRESIDENCY

With the end of World War 11, Presidend Truman's st domestic task
Eroitomic frass b was to preside over the transiiion from a warlime 10 a peacelime economy.
Bore than 12 million men remaioed in uniform in Augost 1945 They
wanled nothimg more than fo returo home o (hetr Families, Some relurn
ing soldiers found the adjustment to covilian life difficulil. The divoree rate
i 1945 rose to double its prewar level. Oithers ook advantage of the G Bill
of Rightds (discussed mothe previous chapler) o obiain home mocigages,
el up small busmesses, and embark on college educalions. The major
ity of returning soldiers entered the labor force —one reason why more
than 2 millicn women workers losi thedr jobs, The government abolished
warlime agencies that regulated indusivial production and labor relaiions,
and 11 dismaniled wartime price conirols, leading (o a sharp rise m prices.
In the immediate altermath of World War 11, President Troman,

backed by party hberals and organized labor, moved 1o revive (he stalled
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What were the major initiatives

momenium of the New Deal. Truman’™s peo
grare, which he anoounced in Sepltember 1945
and would later call the Fair Deal, focused on
mnproving (he social salely net and raismg
the slandarcd of living of ordinary Americans.
He called on Congress (o merease the mam
murm wage, #nact a program of national health
msurance, and expand public housimg, Socal

Securily, and aid to education.

In 1946, a new wave of labor militancy swepl the
couniry. The AFL and CIO launched Operation
Dixie, a campangn io bring umnonizalion to the South and, by so domg, shat
ter the bold of anti-labor conservatives on the region's politics. More thao
200 labor crganizers enlered the regilon, seekiog support espectally m the
southern textile industry, the steel industey in the Bicmngharm region, and
agriculivre. Asmmdlaion soared [ollowing the removal of price controls, the
resulting drop in workers' real income sparked the largesi sirike wave
Armerican history. Mearly 5 million workers —iocludiog those i the sieel,
aulo, coal, and other key indusivies— walked off ther jobs, demanding
wage increases, The sirike of 730,000 sieelworkers represended the larg

esl single walkoul in American history o thai date.

In the congressional elections of 1946, large numbers of middle-class
volers, alarmed by the labor turmel, voted BEepublican. For the est time
since (he 19205, Republicans swept to control of both houses of Congress.
Meanwhale, 1o the lace of vigorous opposiiion [rom southern employ
ers and public officials and the reluctance of many white workers to join
mierracial labor unicns, Operation Dixie had Badled fo unaonize the South
or dent (he polifical contrel of conservative Democrals in the region. The
eleciion of 1948 ensured (hal a conservalive coalition of Bepublicans and
southern Demoerals would continue o domanate Congress,

Congress lurned aside Truman's Fair Deal programe I enacted (ax culs
for wealthy Americans and, over the president's velo, m 1947 passed the
Taft-Hartley Act, which sought (o reverse some of the gains made by orga
nized Labor m (he past decade. The measure awiborized the presidend (o sus

penid strikes by ordecing an egghty -day “cooling-off period,” and o banned

uman’s domestic policies?

A fes of the numearous World ¥War 1l

vaterans wiho atended callage alflar

thee war, thanks to the Gl Bill.

A cousgrralive coalifion
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sympathy sirkes and secondary boyveotis (labor actions directed not al an

Dreclive of orgasized labor

Tive starfars of Mlack Americams

An MAACF yauth march against

racial segregalion o Houslon, Texas,

v 1847 illustrales the cavil ights

upsUrge af the years immechat ety

Tallowsdg Ehe ard <1 Workd War 1.

ernplover bul al those who did busioness with him), [0 owilawed the closed
shop, which required a worker o be a unton member when takiog up a
job, and authorized siates Lo pass "righi-to-work™ laws, prohibiling other
[orms of compulsory umon membership. It also loreed umaon oflicials (o
swear (hal they were not communasis, Over time, as populaiion and capiial
investment shalted (o states with "righi-to-work”™ laws ke Texas, Florida,
and North Carolina, Talt-Hartley condribuled o the decline of organized

labar's share of the nation’s work [oree.

Crurdog has iest term, Truman reached oul in uoprecedented wavs (o the
nalion’s black communaty. In the vears mmmediately following World
War I the stalus of black Americans enjoved a promioence m malional
affairs unmalched sioce Reconslruction.

Between 1945 and 1951, eleven states from New York to New Mexico
eslablished [ employmend praciices comemissions, and nomerous cit
15 passed laws against disceimination in access (o jobs and poblic accom
medalions, A broad civil righds coaliiion invelviog labor, religions groups,
and black organizations supporied (hese measures. By 1952, 20 percent
ol black southerners were regislersd (o vole, nearly a seveo-lold increase
sivce 1940, (Mosi of the gaims ook place m the Upper South—in Alabama
and Mississipp, the heariland of while supremacy, the numbers barely
budged. ) Also m 1952, for thie Brsi time smee record Keeping began sevently
vears earlier, oo lynchings took place in the
Uniled States.

[ another iodication (hal race relas
fions wers in flux, the Brooklyn Dodgers in
1947 challenged the long-standing exclu
sion of black plavers rom major league
baseball by adding Jackie Robinson o
thetr team. Robinson, who possessed both
remarkable athletic ability and a passion
for equality. had been teied and acouit
ted lor insubordimation i 1944 when he
refused (o move o the Back of a bus al Fort
Hooad, Texas, while serving in ihe army. But
he promused Dodger owner Branch Rickey
thal he would ool refaliate wheo subjecied

o racist taunds by opposing fans and play
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ers. His dignily in the face ol constant verbal
abuse won RBobinson pationwide respect, and
his baseball prowess earoed him the Bookie of
ithe Year award. His success opened the door Lo
the inlegration of baseball and led (o the dermise
of the Megro Leagues, to which black players had

previcusly been coulined.

In Oetober 1947, a Commnission on Civil Righls
appointed by the president issued To Secnre These
Rights, one of (he most devastaling indictments
ever published of racial ineguality in America.
It called on the Tederal government o assurme
the responsibility for abolishing segregation and
ensuring equal freatment i bouwsmg, employ
ment, sducabion, and the coiminal jusiice sysiem.

I February 1948, Trwman presented an ambitious civil rights program
o Congress, calling lor a permacend lederal civil righits commission, national
laws against Ivoching and the poll tax, and acbion (o enswre equal access Lo
jobs and edoucation. Congress, as Troman anticipated, approved none ol his
proposals. Bul in July 1948 just as the presidential campaign was geliiog
under way, Truman izssued an executive order desegregating the armed
forces. The armed services becams the st large insiilwiion m American
life o promole racial integration actively and 1o attempt 1o roof oul loog
standing racisl practices. The Korvean War would be the first American con-
ilict fought by an infegraled armey since the Woar of Independence.

The Democralic platforme of 1948 was the most progressive m the
pariy's history. Led by Hubert Humphrey, the young mayor of Mione
apalis, party hiberals overcame southern resistance and added a sirong

civil rights plank 1o the platform.

"I zay (he tme bas come,” Homphrey old the Democratic national con
vention, “lo walk oul ol the shadow of states’ righis and into the sundight
ol human righls” Whersupon numerous southern delegates —dubhbed
Dixieciats by the press—walked out of the gathering. They soon [ormed

the States” Rights Democraitic Party and nomioated or president Governor

Jackss Fobirsan sliding mta third
basa, 16849,

Drespreerading e srmed

Serces
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Blacks, led by A Philkp Randalph
=ffl. plcketing at the 1948

Depnocralic nabenal cansention. Ths
dalepates’ adepinn of 4 strong civil
rmghits plan® led represanlativas of

several gautharn statles to withdraw

and nominats heir ovn candidate for
pragadent, Strcem Tharrmsnd.

Truman £ fctoery

Strom Thurmend of South Carolina.

His platborm called for the "complete
segregalion ol the races” and has cam-
paign drew most of s support room
those alarmed by Trouman's oivil
rights matialives,

Alzo in 1948, a group of leil-
wing crilics of Truman's [oreien
policy Tormed (he Progressive Parly
and nomdoaled former vice presi-
dent Henry A Wallace for president.
Wallace advocated an expansion of
soctal wellare programs at home and
denounced racial segregaiion even
e vigorously than Truman, When
he campargned 1o the South, angry
white crowds atfacked him. Bul bas
real difference with the president con-
cerned the Cold War, Wallace called lor imternational control of nuclear
weapoms and a revewed effort to develop a velationship with the Soviet
Lrmion based on economic co-operalion rather thao roalitary condrontation.
The mfluence of the now much-redwced Comamunist Party i Wallace's came-
padgn led to an exodus of Mew Deal hberals and severe allacks on his candi
dacy_ A vole lor Wallace, Truman declared, was o eflect a vole lor Stalin.

Wallace threalened to draw votes Irom Trouman on the lefll, and
Thurmoond o undermine the president’s saupport o the South, where
whites had voled solidly Tor the Democrals (hroughouwt (he iwenlieth
century. But Truman's main opponent, lovtunately for the president, was
the colorless Republican Thomas A, Dewey, Certamm of victory and an
ineflective speaker and campaigoer, Dewey seemed unwilling lo commdl
harnsell on coniroversial 1ssues. Truman, by condrasi, ran an ageressive
campaign., He crisserossed (he coundey by train, delivering hery altacks on
the Bepublican- controlled "de-noibing Congress.”

Virfually every public-opinion poll and newspaper reporl predicied
a Dewey viclory., Truman's success—hby 303 (o 189 elecioral voles
represented one of (he greatest upsels in American political hustory. For
the iest Hme simee 1868, blacks (in the North, where they enjoyed the right
o vole] played a decisive rale i the auleome. Thurmond carred four Deep
South states, demonstraiing that (he race tssue, couched tn termes of indivad-
wal [reedom, had the potential o lead raditionally Democralic while volers

o deseri thewr party. In retrospect, the Siates’ Righls campaien offered a
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What were the major initiatives of Truman’s domestic policies?

preview ol the palitical translormation that by the end
of the twentieth century would leave every southern
state in the Republican column. As Tor Wallace, he
suflered the humiliation of polling fewer popular

vates than Thurmond.

THE ANTICOMMUNIST
GRUSADE

For nearly hall a century, the Cald War proloundly
aflected Americanlile. Therewould be noreturn o "nor
maley™ as alter World War 1. The military-industrial
establishment created during World War 1T would
become permanent, nol temporary. Mational securily
became the stated reason lor a host of government

projects, including aid to higher education and the

Electoral Wete 'DE;{IIT Wote

Farty Camdidate | Share] are)
I Democrat Trurmam 303 {57%]  z4.105.55c (49.7%]
L1 Republican Dewey 1En [18%) 20,550,270 [453%]
I States' Rights Thurmmand 0 [7%) 1,169,021 |2.4%])
Progreszie Wallape L157,172 42.4%)
Other candidates (Sogalist, Frohibition, 273,713

“otialst Labor, Sooalist Waorkers)

building of a new national highway svslem (ustified by the need o speed

the evacuation of major eities in the evenl of nuclear war). The Cold War

encouraged a culture of secrecy and dishonesty. American nuclear tests,

conducted on Pacilic islands and in Nevada, exposed thousands of civilians

to radiation that caused cancer and birth defects.
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Cold War malitary spending helped o Fuel economic growth and

Ergtamie grotath

(s sl S fayalty redieto

sl et

Tie HU AT eartnes on
Hellyamod

support scienlilic research that oot only perfected weaponry but also led
fo maproved aircrall, computers, medicioes, and other products with a
large mmipact on civilian life, The Cald War reshaped immdgration policy,
wilhi relugees rom communism being allowed 1o enter the Uniled Siates
regardless of national-origin guolas. The international embarrassment
caused by American racial policies coulribuled o (he dismaotling of
segregalion. And Like other wars, the Cold War encouraged the drawing
al a sharp line belween palriotic Americans and those accused of bemg
disloval. Al precisely the moment when the United States celebrated
[reedam as the foundation of American lile, the vght o dissend came

under atiack.

[Myiding the world beiween liberty and slavery awlomatically made
those who could be Hoked 1o communism enemies of reedom. Although
the assaull on civil hberties came (o be known as MeCarthyism, il began
before Senator Joseph B MeCarthy of Wisconsin burst ondo the national
seete 1o 1950, In 1947, less thao (wo weeks alter aonounciong the Truman
Dowclrime, the president established a loyalty review system in which
governmenl employess were required o demonstrale their paltiolizsm
wilhoul being allowed (o conltront accusers or, i some cases, knowing the
charges against them. Along wilh persons suspected of dislovaliv, the new
nalivoal security system also targeled homosexoals who worked for the
governument. They were deemed particularly susceptible 1o blackmail by
Soviet agends as well as supposedly lackimg the manly qualities needed 1o
raintan the counlry™s resolve i the Iight agaiost communism. Irancally,
the govermument conduocted an anti-gay campaign al the very tHme that gay
reent enjoyed a power lul presence in realms of culture and commercial hile
being promoled as expressions of Amercan [reedom —modern art and
ballet, fashion, and advertising. The lovalty program fatled to uncover any
cases ol esplonage. Butl the federal government dismizsed several hundred
persons [rom therr jobs,

Also in 1947, (he House Une American Activities Comonitiee (HUAC)
launched a series of hearings about communist mdluence i Hollywoodd.
Callimg well-known screenwriters, direciors, and aclors o appear belore
the commmattee ensuced 1t a wave of national publicity, which iz members
relished. Celebrities ke producer Walt Disney and aclors Gary Cooper
and Bonald REeagan testilied that the movie indusicy harbored nomer

aus commuanisis, But (en "unlriendly witoesses" refused (o answer the
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What effects did the anticommunizm of the Cold War bave on American politics and culture?

commil iee’s quesiions aboul ther polifical
beliels or 1o "oame names” {identily indi

vidual communisis) on the grounds that (he
hearngs violaled the First Amendment's
guaraniess ol freedom of speech and politi-
cal association. The commilies charged (he
Hollywood Ten, who included the promi-
nenl screenwrilers Ring Lardner Jr. and
Dalton Trumbo, with contempl of Congress,
and (hey served jail terms of s1x months (o
a yvear. Hollvwood studios Blackhsted them
(denied them employvment), aloong with
rmncee Than 200 others whe were accused of
cormmunist sympathies or who refused (o

TEATINC DLTIRC S

A series of highly publicized legal cases followed, which Fueled the grow
g anticommunast hvsierta, Whdllaker Chambers, an edifor at Tieie
magazine, testilied belore HUAC thal durog (he 19305, Alger Hiss, a
hizh-ranking Stale Department offictal, had given him secret goveroment
documents [o pass Lo agenls of (he Soviet Unien. Hiss vehemently denned
the charge, bul a jury convicied him of peruey and he served hive vears i
prison. A voung congressman from Californda and a member of HUAC,
Richard Mixon achueved national prominence because of hus dogged pur
suil of Hiss.

The mosl sensaticonal (ral iovolved Julius and Eihel Eosenberg, a
working-class Jewish communist couple from Mew Yook Cuy {guite dif
ferent Irom Hizs, a member of the eastern Protestant “establishment ™). In
1951, a jury convicted the REosenbergs of consparacy 1o pass secrels con
cerning the atemic bomb o Soviet agents during World War IT{when the
Soviels wers American allies), Therr chiel accuser was David Greenglass,
Ethel Rosenberg's brother, who had worked at (he Los Alamos ouclear
research cenler.

The case agamst Julius Bosenberg rested on highly secret documents
thatl could noed be revealed mocourt. (When they were released many years
later, the scientibic information they contamed seemed (oo crude (o justly
the goveroment's charge that Julius had passed aloug (he "secret of the
alormae bomb," although he may have helped (he Soviets speed up ther

alormae programe) The government bad almost o evidence against Ethel

Movie glars, bed by aclars Hwmnphrey

Bogarl and Lauren Bacall, on thair
Wiy ta attend the 1947 hagrmge o
the Hougs Un-Arvarican Activities
Carnmittee, in & demansiratssn aof
guUpperl Tor thoga called bo 1aglity
about alleged comrunisl influanss in

Hallyead.

The Frial |-_l".|".'.'.l'.'|r'r arrd

Enbig! Roseibere
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Fosenberg, and Greenglass later admulted that he had hed in some of has

Al o i o el J'-'_1 Ara i

Togeplr MeCantly

Senalaor Jogeph A. Molarthy al the
Arrry-MoCarhy hearings of 1954,
MoCartng poants (o & map detailing
charges abaul the alleged axlant of
the carmemunist menace, while the

ArTmy's BEwyer, Jagaph Walch, liglans

b disgpuual.

testimeny abowl her. Indeed, prosecutors seem (o have indicted her m the
hope of pressurimg Julius to confess and imphicate others, Bul m the atmo
sphere of hyslera, ther convichion was cerfain. Even though they had
been convicted of consparacy, a far weaker charge than spying or ireason,
Judge Irving Kaulbman called ther crime "worse than murder.” They had
helped, e declared, (o "cause” (he Korean War, Despile an inlernalicnal

aulery, Lherr death seniences were carried out in 1953,

[on (s almosphers, a litle-known senator [rom Wisconsin suddenly
emerged as (he chiel national pursuer ol subversives and gave a new
name o the anbicommumnist crusade. Joseph B MeCarthy bad won elec
fiom Lo the Senate in 1946, pactly on the basis of a hetional war record (he
[alsely clatmed (o have flown combatl missions i the Pacific). In a speech
al Wheeling, Wesl Virginia, im February 1950, MoCarthy announesd that
he had a List of 205 communists working for the State Department. The
charge was preposterous, the numbers constantly changed, and MeCarthy
never endibed a single person guiliy of genume disleyalty. Bul with a
gemaus [or sell-promoton, MoCarthy used the Senate subcommitles he
chatred 1o bold bearmgs and level wild charges against numerous indi
viduals as well as the Defense Departmend, the Voice of America, and other
govermenl agencies,

MoCarthy's dewndall came in 1934, when a Senatle commifies
ivestigated his charges that the army bad barbored and "coddled™ com
munists. The nabionally felevised
Army-MceCarthy hearings revealed
McCarihy as a bully who brow
beal wilnesses and made sweeping
actusalions with wo basis in lacl
The dramaiic high point came when
McCarthy altacked the lovally of a
young lawyer m the bon of Joseph
Welch, the armv's chiel lawyer.
"Let us not assassinate thas lad Toe-
ther,” Welch pleaded. "You hawve
done enough. Have yvou oo sense
of decency, sur?™ Alter the hearings

ended, the BRepublicao-coutrolled
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What effects did the anticommunizm of the Cold War bave on American poli

Sepate voled o "condemn” MoCarthy lor his bebavior. Bul (he word
"MeCarthyvism" had entered the political vocabulary, a shorthand for char
acler assassination, gult by association, and abuse of power m (he vame

ol anticamemuomism.

States created therr own commiitess, modeled on HUAC, thal invesiigalted
suspected communisis and other dissenters, States and localilies reguiced
lovalty oaths of eachers, pharmacisis, aond members ol other professions,
and they banned commourmsis from hishing, holdmg a dever's Hoense, and,
in Indiana, working as professional wreestlers, Throughout the country in
the late 19405 and 19505, those who [ailed o testily about therr past and
present political belels aod o omilorm on possible commumnists Ireguendly
Iast therr jobs.

Local anticommunisl groups [orced public lbraries {o remove from
thetr shelves “un-American” books ke the tales of Bobio Hood, who took
from the rich to give Lo the poor, Unaversilies refused to allow lell-wing
speakers Lo appear oo campus and lieed (eachers who refused (o sigo loy

aliv oaths or (o (eslily against others,

There undoubtedly were Soviel spies in the United States, Yel the tiny
LA Communist Party hardly posed a threeal (o American secority. And
the vast majorily of (hose jailed or deprived of thewr livelthoods duriog the
McoCarthy era were zully of nothing more than holding uopopuolar behels
and engaging in lawlbul political activities.

Anticommunism bad many [aces and purposes. A popular mass move
ment, U grew especially strong among ethoic groups like Polish- Americans,
with rools in eastern Euwropsan countries now dominated by the Sovied
Union, avnd among American Catholics i general, who resenbed and feared
communisis’ hostility fo religion. Governmend agencies like (he Federal

Burean of Investigation (FBI) used anticommunism (o expand their power.

Under director . Edgar Hoover, the FBI developed liles on thousands of

American citizens, including political dissenters, homosexuals, and others,
most of whom bad no conmechion to communism. For business, anfacom-
rnurasm becarme pact of a campaden o ideniily labor umons and zovernment
miervention in the economy with socialism. While supremacisis employed

anficomunumsm as a weapon against black civil nghts, Upholders of sexual
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reorality and radilonal gender roles ratsed the ooy of subversion agamest

[emimism and homosexuality, both supposedly responsible for eroding
the counley’s ghling spacl. (Those barred [rom government service now

included homosexwals and members of nudist colonies.)

Adils herghd, from the late 19405 1o arcund 1960, (he anbicommunist cou-
sade powerlully siructured American politics and culture, Alter launch-
ing (he goveroment's lovally program m 1947, Truman had become
increasitgly alarmed al the excesses of the anbicommunst crusade. He
vetoed (he MoeCarran Indernal Securtly Ball of 1950, which reguired "sub

versive” groups Lo register with the government, allowed the dendal of
paszsporis o their members, and authovized thetr deportation or delention
on presidential order. Bul Congress quickly gave (he measure the [wo

thirds majorily necessary [or il (o become law.

The MeCartan-Walter Act of 1952, the first major piece ol mmrmigra
fiom legislation sionce 1924 also passed over the president’s veto. Truman
had called for replacing the guoltas based on national oviging with a more
[esible syslem takiog inlo account Family reunaon, labor needs, and politi

It migration guelaz relained cal asvlum. Bul the MoCarran-Walter Act kepd the quotas moplace. I also
authorized (he deportation ol mumigrands identified as comumunisls, even
if they lad become citizens. Bul the renewed Tear of aliens sparcked by The
anlicommunist crusade went far beyond commuonazsts Ton 1954, the federal
govermment lavoched Operation Wetback, which emploved the military
o dovade Mexican- American neighborhoods and round up and deport
illegal aliens, Withan a vear, some 1 rmillion Mexicans had been deporied.

Troman did secure passage of a 1930 law that added previously

s L excluded sell-emploved and domestic workers (o Social Security. Other

!:::::;:'r_:r.::-.m_-r.-.'.-.s.-n ef soctal wizse, however, the idea of expanding the New Deal wellare state faded.
[on its place, private wellare arraongementds prolilerated. The labor con-
tracts of unmorazed workers established health immsurance plans, adtomatic
cost-of-living wage increases, paid vacalions, and pension plans that
supplemented Social Securily. Western European governmenlts provided
these benefits 1o all citizens. In the Unated States, union members io
major indusicies engoved them, but nod the nonuonionzed majorty of the
population, a stiluation thal created mereasing inegquality among laboring
Americans,

Organized labor emerged as a major supporter of the foreign policy of

the Cold War, Internal battles over the role ol commmuanists and ther allies
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What effects did the anticommunizm of the Cold War bave on American politics and culture?

led to the purging of some ol the most militanl union leaders, often the ones
most commilled o advancing eqgual cights oo women and racial minor
iies 1o the workplace, This lell organized labor less able (o respond o the
economy s shifl o an emphasis on service rather than manolaetoriog, and

1o the rise of the civil righits movement.

The civil rights movement also underwent a fraoslormaiion. Although a
Black orgasrzatems sid

few prominent black leaders. notably the singer and actor Paul Robeson sie Coid I
Ll B o

and the veleran crusader for equalily W E. B D Bos, became oulspoken
crifics ol (he Cold War, most felf they had noe choice but (o go along, The
MAACPE purged communisis from local bravches, When the government
deprived Eobeson ol his passport and indicled Do Bos for fanling Lo res
1ter as an agent of the Soviel Undon, few promioent Americans, while or
black, protested. (The charge against Du Bois was so absurd that even al
thie hegzhi of MoCarthyizsm. the judge dismdssed 1)

Black organizations embraced the language of the Cold War and used
il for therr own purposes. They msisted (hal by damaging (he American
mage abroad, racial inequality plaved mio (he Bussians’ hands, Thus,
thiey helped to cemend Cold War ideology as the loundation of the polinical
culfure, while complicationg the ides of Amecican [reedom.

Fresident Trouman, as noted above, had called [or grealer allention Lo
civil rights in part to dmprove the Amecican image abroad. Allin all, how
ever, the height of the Cold War was an unlavorable (ime (o raise questions
aboul the imperfeciions of American sociely, In 1947, two mondhs alter the
Truman Doctrine speech, Undersecretary of Stale Dean Acheson deliversed
a major addreess delending the president's pledge 1o aid “lree peoples™
seceking (o presecve (hetr "democratic institwiions.” Achesou chose as has
audience the Delia Council, an organizalion of Mississippi planters, bank
ers, and merchants, He seemed unaware that 1o make the case [or the Cold
War, be had ventured iote whal one hastorian bhas called (he " American
Siberia,” a place of grindimg poverly whose black population (70 pereent
of the tolaly enjoved netther genume Ireedom nor demaocracy. Most of the
Delta’s citizens were denied the very liberties supposedly endangered by
ORI LTS T,

By 1948, the Truman administration’s civil rights (lurry had sub S R NN ol it
sided. State and local laws banning discrimination ion employment and e
housing remained largely uoenforeed. In 1932, (he Democrals showed

how quickly the ssue had [aded by nominating for presidend Adlas
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Stevenson of linms, a candidate with Little ioterest i civil vighits, wilh

southern segregationis! John Sparkman as his running male.
Time would reveal that the waning of (he civil righls impulse was
only lemporary. el il came al a cructal moment —the late 19402 and early
1950, when the Uniled States expecienced the greatest economic boom
Rising affTuence i ils hustory, The vise of an "allluent sociely” transformed American lile,
apening new opporiunities o iens of millions of while Americans in rap-
idly expanding suburbs. But i el blacks trapped in the declining rural
argas of the South and urban ghetios of the North, The condrast between
new opporluniies and widespread prosperity lor whites aond condinued
discrirmmmation for blacks would soomn inspre a civil righits revolulion and,

with if, vet another redefinition of American freedom.
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CGHAPTER REVIEW AND ONLINE RESOURCES

Hhat major ideological conflicls, secarity inferests, and

erenis browah! gboul the Cold War?

. President Traman referved to the Traman Doctrine and

e Marshall Plan as "o haloes of the same walnal.'
Explain the sintilaritics and differences beliveen these

i sl I'.l.'lli'!".'?.' A FPRRTETE

. Howe did the fendercy of both the United Slates and Hhe

Sl Union fo see all international cvents througl Hwe
lens of Hhe Cold War lessen vach coundry's abilily 1o
wnderstand what was happening in various connieies

arosnd T worfd?

- Wby did the United Stiates nol support motements for

colamial independence arownd e world?

5. Hotw did the governmicnl altlemipl to shape bullic opinion

digring the Cold War?

Explain the difjerences between Whe Urirled Stales’ and
Hhe Sovret Union s application of the UN Universal

Declaration of Huaman Righils.,

. How did the anticommunisl crisade affect organized

lakor in the posticar period?

. Hhat accounts for the Bepublican resurgence in these

Fearsr

. What were Hie svajor comiponients of Traman's Fair

Deal? B hick ones were implemented, and which ones

e ol

. How did the Cold War aflect ciofl Wherlies In the United

Shates?
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