CHAPTER 22

FIGHTING FOR THE

Garmany invades Poland

Four Freedoms speech F " [I ﬂ F ﬂ E E n “ M s 4
Henry Luce American L]

Cantury

WORLD WAR II

Executive Order 8066

Battle of Midway lsland *

1941-1945

Smith . Allwright
D-Day

Gl Bill of Rights
Bratton ¥

W-E Day (May)
Atomic bombs dropped on
Japan

W-J Day (Bugust)

af Speech Frecdam of Warskip

The enmangaly popular OHice of

War Infarrnation poster reproducing

Morman Hoclkwell's paintings of the
s, Pr lim Ok,
shorhand far Amenscan

i Woarld War 1L

L3
from Want f"".n;":'“'F"r-""lr'f-'.n".n"J'__-f' rom fear



v Tar the most popular works of art produced during World

War II were paintings of the Four Freedoms by the magazine

Mustrator Morman RBockwell. In his State of the Union Address,
delivered before Congress on January 6, 1941, President Roosevelt spoke
eloguently of a future world order founded on the "essential human
freedoms”: freedom of speech, freedom of worship, freedom from want,
and freedom from fear. The Four Freedoms became Boosevell's favorite
statemnent of Allied aims. They embodied, Roosevell declared in a 1942
radio address, the "rights of men of every creed and every race, wherever
they live,” and made clear “the crucial difference between ourselves and
the enemies we [ace today.”

Bockwell's paintings succeeded in linking the Four Freedoms with
the defense of raditional American values. Drawing on the lives ol his
Vermont neighbors, Bockwell translated the Four Freedoms into images
of real people situated in small-town America. Each of the paintings
focuses on an instantly recognizable situation. An ordinary citizen rises
to speak at a town meeting: members of different religious groups are
seent at prayer; a family enpovs a Thanksgiving dinner; a mother and
father stand over their sleeping children.

Even as Rockwell invoked images of small-town lile to rally
Americans to the war effort, however, the country experienced changes
as deep as at any time in its history, As during World War I but on a
far larger scale, wartime mobilization expanded the size and scope of
government and energized the sconomy. The gross national product
more than doubled and unemplovment disappeared as war production
finally conquered the Depression. The demand for labor drew millions of
wornen into the workforce and sent a tde of migrants from rural America
to the mdustrial cities of the North and West, permanently altering the
nation's social geography.

World War II gave the country a new and lasting international role
and greatly sirengthensd the idea that American security was global in
scope and could be protecied only by the worldwide riumph of core
American values., Government military spending sparked the economic
development of the South and West, laying the foundation for the rise of
the modern Sunbelt. The war created a elose link between big business
and a militarized federal government —a “military-industrial complex,” as
President Dawight D, Eisenhower would later call it—that long survived
the end of Aghting.
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AMERICANS
will always fight for liberty

dne al 1he palriatic war paslars
saued Dy e Oifice of War
Imarrmation dureg World War I,
fking madern-day soldiars with
patriots of tha American Ravabulion
as fighlers for freaedarm, & majar
theme o government efors e

mobilize suppart 1or 1the war.

Lafin Amera

World War IT also redrew the boundaries of American nationality.
In contrast to World War I, the government recognized the “new
immigrants” of the early (wentieth century and their children as loyal
Americans, Black Americans' second-class status assumed, for the first
tme since Reconstruction, a prominent place on the nation's political
agenda. But toleration had its Hmits, With the United States at war with
Japan, the federal povernment removed more than 100,000 Japanese-
Americans, the majority of them American citizens, from their homes
and confined them (o infernment camps.

As a means of penerating suppaort for the struggle, the Four Freedoms
provided a crucal language of national unity, But this unity obscured
underlving divisions concerning [reedom. Although some Americans
looked [orward to a worldwide New Deal, others envisioned “free
enterprise” replacing government intervention in the economy. The
movement of women into the labor force challenged traditional gender
relations, but most men and not a few women longed for the restoration of

Family life with a male breadwinner and a wife responsible for the home,

FIGHTING WORLD WAR Il

During the 1930s, with Americans preccoupied by the economic cra
sis, ionleronational relations playved only a minor role in public allairs.
From the outsel of s admmastcation, nounetheless, FDR embarked on
a number of depariuces m loveign pelicy. In 1933, hoping (o stimulate
American frade, he exchanged ambassadors with the Soviet Union,
w hiose governmenl his Bepublican predecessors had stubborndy refused
{0 recognize.

Boosevell alzo formalized a policy intltated by Herbert Hoover by
which the Uniled Siates repudiated the vight 1o intervene militarily in
the mieroal affairs of Latin American countries. This Good MNeighbor
Policy, as 1l was called, offered a belated recoguition of the sovereigniy of
America's neighbors, Bul the Untled States lend 11s support (o dictators like
Anastasio Somoz 1o Nicaragua, Ralbael Trujillo Molina io the Dominican
Republic, and Fulgenoio Batista m Cuba. "He mav be a son of a bitch, bt

he's gwer som of a biteh,” FDR said of Saomoea.

674 Chapter 22 * Fighting for1 the Four Freedoms: World War 11




What steps led to American participation in World War [IT¥

Opinous developments in Asta and Europe guickly overshadowed events
m Latim America. By the mid-1930s, if seemed clear that (he rule of law
was dismiegrating moanternational relations and that war was on the hon
zom. In 1931 seekiong (o expand s military and economic power 1o Asia,
Japan myvaded Manchura, a provinee of northern Chana. Six vears later,

its troops moved [arther mido Chana. When the Japanese overran (he oty

of Manjing, they massacred an estimated 300,000 Chinese prisoners of

war and civilians.

An agpressive power threalened Europe as well, Alter brufally con
solidating has vule m Germany, Adoll Hitler emnbarked on a campangn
i contrel the entire contmend. In 1936, he send (roops (o occupy the
Ehineland, adermilitarized zove between France and Germany established
abter World War [ The [atlure of Britain, France, and (he United Staies o
oppose this action convineed Hitler that the demeoracies could nol muster
the will to balt his aggressive plans. The Halian leader Benoto Mussolinag,

the founder of fascism, a movernent similar to Huler™s Mazism, invaded

and conguered Ethicpia. As part of a campaign to unite all Europeans of

German origin ina smgle empire, Hitler 1o 1938 aonexed Ausiria and the
Sudetenland, an ethmacally German part of Caechoslovakia, Shorily there
alter, bie gobbled wp all o thal counliry.

As the 1930: progressed, Roosevell
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aperession as well as his acceleraling cam
paign against Germany’s Jews, whom the
Mazis slvapped of citizenship and prop
erily and began (o deport to concentralion
camps. Bul Rocsevell had lioe choice bt to
follow the policy ol “appeasement” adopled
by Britam and France, which hoped that
agreeing o Hitler's demands would  pre-

venl war.

Tomost Americans, the threal arising from
Japanese and German ageression seemed
very distand. Moveover, Hitler had more

thian a fesw adoorers i the Unated States.
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Tihe Mewtrality etz

A revearaed theater in Maw York™s
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Obsessed with the threal of communism, some Americans approved

his expansion of German power as a counterweight o the Soviet Union.
Businessmen did ool wish to give up prolitable overseas markeis. Heory
Ford did busimess with Naz Germany throughowl the 19305, Trade wiilh
Japan also contimoed, mcluding shipmends of American frucks and air
crall and cousiderable amounis of ml.

Many Americans remainged convineed thal involvemend in World
War I had been a mistake, Ethnic allegiances remblorced Amerneans’ tra-
ditional reluctance (o ender foreign conllicts, Many Americans of German
and Italian descent celebraled the expansion ol national power in their
countries of orgin, even as they disdamed their dictatocial govertmends.
[rish-Americans remained stroogly anti-British.

[solationism —(he 19305 version of Americans’ long-standing
desire to avoid loreigo entanglemenis— dominated Congress. Begimning
in 1935, lawmakers passed a series of neatrality acts thal banned [ravel
on belligerents” ships and the sale of arms o countries al war. These
policies, Congress hoped, would allow the United Stales (o avord the
conllicts over freedom of the seas that had contributed (o invelverment
in World War I

[tn the Munich agreement of 1938, Britam and Franee had caved moio
Hitler's aggression. In 1939, (he Soviel Union proposed an international
agreement o oppose further German demands for (ervitory. Britam and
Fraoce, who distrusied Stalim and saw Germany as a bulwark against (he
spread of communist influence mm Europe, refused. Stahn then astomished
the world by signiog a nonaggression pact with Hitler, his [ormer sworn
enery. On Seplember 1 immediately alter the sipning of the Nazi-Soviel
pact, Germany mvaded Poland. This tme, Brilam and Fraoce, which
had pledged o protect Poland against ageression, declared war. Bul
Cermiany appeared unstoppable. Within a vear, the MNazi Blifsbrieg (light
rung war) had overrun Poland and mouch of Scandinavia, Belgiom, and (he
Netherlands, On June 14, 1940, German troops ocoupied Pacis, Hitler now
dominated nearly all ol Europe, as well as North Alrica. In September 1940,
Ceermoany, [aly, and Japan created a malulary alliance known as the Asis,
For one crifical year, Brilam stood virfually alone in hghitimg Ger
reany. In (he Baltle of Britaio of 1940 -1941, the German air force launched
devasiating altacks ou Lovndoo and other cities. The Boval Atr Force even

fually furned back the air assaull.
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What steps led to American participation in Woerld War [I¥

Roosevell viewed Hiller as a mad gangster whose victories posed a direct
threal 1o the United Sfates. Bul most Americans remamed desperate
io slay oul of the confhet. Aller a tumuliuous debate, Congress in 1940
agresd to allow the sale ol arms 1o Britain oo a "cash and carry™ basis —thad "Cask aud carep"
15, (hey had 1o be patd lor 1o cash and transporied in British shaps. It also
approved plans [or military rearmament. But with a presidential election
looming, Boosevell was reluctant to go further, Opponends of mvolyvement
m Europe organized the America Firsl Committes, with hundreds of thou
sands of members and a leadership (thatl included well-known igures ke
Henry Ford, Father Coughlin, and Charles A, Lindbergh.
In 1940, breaking wilh a tradifion thal dated back (o George
Washington, Roosevell annouoced his candidacy for a thard ferm as A thivd terimn
president. The inlermabional silualion was (oo dangerous and domesiic
recovery (oo fragile, he msisted, for him to leave oflice. Republicans chose
as hiz opponent a political amateuar, Wall Street busmessman and lawyer
Wendell Willkie, Whllkie, who endorsed New Deal social legislation,
captured more voles than Roosevell’s previows opponends. Bul FDRE still
ererged with a decisive victory. Soon aller his victory, in a hreside chad
m December 1940, Roosevell announced that (he United States would

become the "arsenal ol democracy,” providimg Brilain and Chana with
mulifary supplies m therr bght agamest Germany and Japan.
During 1941, the Untied States became more and more closely allied
wilth those hghliong Germany and Japan. At Roosevell’s urging, Congress
passed (he Lend-Lease Act, which auwthorized military aid so long as
countries promised somebow to retuwro o all alier (the war. Under the law's
provisions, the Untled States Tonneled billions of dollars worth of arms 1o Fisnieial support
Britain and China, as well as the Soviel Ungon, alter Hitler renoanced his
novageression pact and invaded that countey i June 1941 FDE also [roze
Japanese assels mohe United States, baltimg victually all irade belween the

countries, including the sale ol oil vial (o Japan.

Until Movember 1941, the administration's attendion focosed on Europe.
Buf af the end of that moath, midercepled Japaoese messages revealed that
an assault in the Pacific was timminent. No one, however, knew where if
wiould come. On December 7, 1941 Japanese planes, lavuoched from aireral
carriers, bombed the naval base al Pearl Harbor in Hawaidi, the lirsl attack Pear! Harbor alfack

by a loregn power on American sol smee the War of 1812, Pearl Harbor

FIGHTING WOHRLD WAR LI &7T




Mamb=ia of the U5, Marine Corps,

Mavy, and Coast SGuard 1akng par
' 3k amphibeeus as5aull dirmg tha
‘igdand hopping” campaign o the

Facalic: theatear o Wokd War .

Burkile of Miduay Island

was a complete and devaslaling surprise.
Imea few hours, more (han 2,000 American
servicemen were killed, and 187 amrerall
and 18 oaval wvessels, including & battle
ships, had been destroved or damaged.
Secrelary of Labor Frances Perking,
who saw the president abter the attack,
remarked that he seemed calm—"his ler-
rible moral problem had been resolved.”
Terming December 7 "a date which will
live in inlamy.” Boosevell asked Congress
for a declaration of war against Japan.
The combined vole in Congress was 477
m favor and 1 agamsti—pacifist Jeanetie
Rankio of Monfana, who had also voled
against American entry mto World War 1.
The vnext day, Germany declared war on the United Siates. America had

linally joined the largest war i human hisiory,

World War Il has been called a "gross national product war,” meaning that
ils cufcome (urned oo which coalition of combalants could owlproduce
the othier. In retrospect, i appears inevitable thal the entry ol the Uniied
States, with its superior mdustrial miaght, would ensure the deleal of the
Axas powers, Bul the liest [ew months of American involvemenl wilnessed
an unbroken steiog of mulitary disasters. Japan m o early 1942 conguersd
Burrma {Myanmar) and Sam (Thailand), Japan also ook condeal of the
Cratch East Indies (Indonesia), whose extensive ol belds could replace
supplies [rom the Doited States, And il occupied Guam, the Philippdnes,
and oiher Pacilicislands. AL Bataan, io the Philippimes, the Japanese [orced
TEODD American and Filipimo troops (o lay down their arms—the largest
surrender in Amecican militacy history. Thowsands perished on the ensa-
ing “death march” (o a prisoner-of-war camp. Al the same (ime, German
subroarines sank hundreds of Alled merchant and naval vessels ducing
the Batile of the Atlandic,

Soon, however, (he tide of battle began o furn. In May 1942 m the
Baitle of (he Coral Sea, the American navy lurned back a Japanese flest
infend on alfackiog Australia. The [ollowing mooth, o mllicled devastai-
ing losses on (he Japanese navy in (he Battle of Midway Izland. These

viclories allowed American lorces 1o launch the bloody campaigns that
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What steps led to American participation in World War IT?

Majar battle
Atomic bomib

Extent of japanese contol
Allied forces

Aithaugh the Japs

one by one drove the Japanese from fortified islands like Guadalcanal and  ™¥ e
= . S ug . al the Coral Sea and M
the Solomons in the western Pacilic and brought American troops ever i s ke

closer o Japan.

'he War in Euro

By the spring of 1943, the Allies also gained the upper hand in the Atlantic,

as British and American destrovers and planes devastated the German
submarine Heet. In July 1943, American and British [orces invaded Sicily,
beginning the liberation of Ialv. A popular uprising in Bome overthrew
the Mussolini government, whereupon Germany occupied most of the

country. Fighting there raged [hroughout 1944,
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Ban Hurwitz, 4 saldier Trom Meaw
Toark City who fought in Mot
Africa and Italy dunng World War Il
m&de numerous skelches of s
axperancas, Herg Smearican 1mops
oasg g wiackad Genman tank in

southern Italy in June 1944,

The major invelvement of American troops in Europe did not begin
until June &, 1944, On that date, known as D-Day, nearly 200 000

American, British, and Canadian soldiers under the command of General

German prisoners of war guarded
» ¥ + m s 1« e e E T a o 1| - 1 . a P .

oy an Amencan soldier shorly after Drwaghit D, Eisenhower landed in Normandy in northwestern France,

D-Dray in Jure 1944, By this time, the  More than a million troops [ollowed them ashore in the next few weeks,

Cisrmans: wane drafting vans young in the most massive sea-land operabion in history, Alter lierce highting,

e German armies retrealed eastward. By
Augusl, Paris had been liberated.
Thecrucial ighting in Europe. however,
took place on the eastern front, the scene of
an epic strugele between Germany and the
Soviel Union. More than 3 million German
soldiers ook part in the 1941 invasion. Adler
sweeping through western Russia, German
armies in August 1942 launched a siege of
Stalingrad, a city located deep inside Eussia
o the Volga River. This proved Lo be a cala
strophic mistake. Bolstered by an influx of
military supplies from the United States, the
Russians surrounded the German troops
and forced them fo surrender in January

1943, Stalingrad marked the furning point

ol the European war.
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What steps led to American participation in World War IT?
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Hitler's ~ftnal sofurtos ™

A st ol jobe avadlabds i Chatesi
b duly 1941 dlusirates how war-
ralgted produchaan ended the Great

Ceprassion avan belare the Undded

States enlared the canflck.

OF 136 million German casualties i World War 11, 10 mallion came
on (he RBussian [rond. They were only pact of the war's vast (01l i human
lives, Millions of Poles and al least 20 rallion Bossians, probably many
rore, perished —ool onldy solders but civilian victims of starvation, disease,
and massacres by German soldiers, Alter ns armies had penelrated eastern
Europe m 1941, mocveover, Hitler embarked onothe "linal solution” —the mass
extermivation of "undesirable” peoples—Slavs, gy peies, homosesuals, and,
above all, Jews, By 1945, 6 mallion Jewiish men, woren, and chaldren had
died m Mazt death camps. Whal came 1o be called (he Holocaust was (he
horrilving culmination of the Maz beliel ithal Gerrans constituled a“masier

race” destined (o rwle the world.

THE HOME FRONT

Al bome, World War I1 iransformed the role of the national goveramendt.
FDE created federal agencies like the War Produciion Baard, the War Man
power Comrmmizsion, and (he Office of Price Adminisicaiion {o regulaie the
allocation of labor, control the shapping indusicy, establish manufactucrng
guoias, and hx wages, poices, and rents. The number of [ederal workers
rose [rom 1 million o 4 million, helping to posh the oonemployment rate
down Irom 14 percent 1o 1940 (o 2 percent
(hree vears later,

The goveroment buill housiog for war
workers and forced civilian mdustries (o
refool for war production. Michigan's aulo
lactovies oow (urned owl frucks, tanks,
and jeeps for the army. The gross national
product vose Tvom 591 ilbon 1o 3214
lion during the war, and the lederal gov
ernment’s expendilures amounied to [wice
the combined (olal of the previows 150
vears. The goveroment marketed ballions
of dollars worth of war boods, increased
faxes, and began the practice of wilth
holding income [ax direcily [rom weekly

paychecks.
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How did the United States mobilize economic resources and promote popular support for the war effort?

Americans macveled al the achievements of wartime manulaciuciog.
Thousands of arrcralt, 100,000 armored vehicles, and 2.5 pullion (rucks
rolled off American assembly hines, and entirely new products like
syniheiic rubber replaced vafural resources now controlled by Japan.
Governmeni-sponsored scienlibe research peclecied inventions like
radar, jel engmes, and early compuiters thal helped (o win the war and
wonld bave a large impact on postwar lile, These accomplishments ool Wartime teckinology
only made il possible (o wio a bwo-Troot war bul also helped 1o restore the
repulation of business and businessmen, whitch had reached a low point
during the Depression.
Federal Iunds reiovigoraled established maoulacturing areas and
created entively onew mdostrial centers. World War 1T saw (he West
Coasl emerge as a locus of militarv-indusicial production. The govern War praduction da e West
ment mvested allions of dollars in the shipyvards of Seatile, Poriland, and
San Franciseo and o the steel plants and amreralt [actories of sowlhern
Calilornia. By the war's end, Calilormua had recedved one-fenth of all fed-
eral spending. Mearly 2 million Americans moved (o Californaa for jobs in
defense-related industries, and mullions more passed theough foe military

iradning and embarkation Lo the Pacifie war.

M-5 1anks on the assembly e
gl a Detroit Saddac plant, ina
1842 phatograph. Doy the

wear, Genaral Motors and ather
gularasers producad vahicles for

thee arrmesd 1arces rather than cars for

CCabE LI ars.
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[n the South, the combinabon of rural oul-migra

Tive Good War
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TEAR

18933
1834
1935
1936
18937
1538
1938
1840
1841
1842
1843
1944
1845

NUMBER OF MEMEBEES

2,857,000
3,728,000
3,753,000
4,107,000
4,780,000
8,265,000
8,580,000
8,944,000
10,489,000
10,762,000
13,642,000
14,621,000
14,756,000

tion and government investment in military-related
factories and shipvards hastened a shilt from agricul
tural to industrial employment. The South remained
very poor when the war ended. Much of its rural
population sl lived in small wooden shacks with no

indoor plumbing.

During the war, labor entered a three-sided arrange
ment with government and business that allowed
union membership to soar o unprecedented levels,
In order to secure industrial peace and slabilize war
production, the [ederal government lorced reluc
lant employvers o recognize unions. In 1944, when
Montgomery Ward, the large mail-order company,
defied a pro-union order, the army seized its head
quarters and physically evicted its president. For
their part, union leaders agreed not Lo strike.

By 1945, union membership stood at nearly 15
million, one-third of the non-farm labor force and

the highest proportion in American history, Buf il

labor became a partner in governmenl, it was very much a junior part

ner. Congress continwed o be dominated by a conservative alliance of
Republicans and southern Democrats, Despite the "no-strike”™ pledge, 1943
and 1944 wilnessed numerous briel walkouls in which workers protested
the mereasing speed ol assemblyv-line production and the disparity belween

wages [rozen by government order and expanding corporate prolils,

Previous conflicts, including the Mexican War and World War 1, had
deeply divided American sociely. In contrast, World War II came Lo
be remembered as the Good War, a time of national unily in pursuil of
indisputably noble goals. But all wars require the mobilization of patriostic
public opinion. By 1940, "To zell goods, we must sell awords” had becorme
a mollo of advertisers. Foremost among the words that helped o “sell”
World War I was “Ireedom.”

Talk of [reedom pervaded wartime America. In 1941, the administra

Lion celebrated with considerable [anfare the 1530th anniversary of the Bill
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How did the United States mobilize economic resources and promoefte popular support for the war effort?

of Righis {(ihe hirsl ten amendmenis o the Constitulion). FOR described
their proteciions against (yrannical government as delining characterisiics
of American lile, central 1o the righis of "ree men and [ree women”

The "most ambiguous” of the Four Freedoms, Forfuns magazing
remarked, was freedom from wanl. Yet thas “greal inspiring phrase,” as
a Peonsylvania steelworker put o in a lefber (o the presidend, seemed Lo
sirike the deepest chord in a palion just emerging [rom the Depression.
Eoosevell initially meant it o reler o the elimnaiion of barriers lomierna
fional trade. Buf e gquickly came te hok reedom from wand [o ao economic
goal more relevant to the average cilizen— protecting the fufure "standard
of hviog ol the American worker and [armer™ by guarantesmg that the
Depression would ool resume alter the war. Thas, he declaced, would bring

"real freedom for the comemaon man.”

Under the watchiul eye of the War Advertising Council, private compa
mies joied i The campangn o peomole warlime patriotism, while posiiion-
ing themselves and their brand oames lor the postwar world. Aloogside
advertisements urgmg Americans Lo purchase war bonds, guard against
revealing mililary secrets, and grow “victory gacdens” 0 allow [ood 1o

be sent o the army, the war witnessed a burst of messages marketing

o THE FIFTH FREEDOM )

In tFes recrwbient poster for the
Boy Socuks, & aywaite Miss Libarty

prareantty displaya the Bill of
Rights, wedely calebraled during
Warld War [l a5 the cenfemisce ol

FAumansan Tressom.

In thes adwertisamant by The Loty
Modars and Enginesring Comporation,
published in the Fabrugey 1944 rmaue
of Fortina, Uncla Sam aflarg tha
Fifh Freadaim—"fiea enlempise”—in
war-devastated Edrope. To spread its
magsage, the company affered reg

erlargenmeants o its ad.
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A Tapmale Atk operater in 4 Texas

olant that proeduced transport planss.,

Uriie the fatha operatlor in the aboywa
ustration, the worman operating
ndustrial machinery on the cover o
the Septamber 1942 igsue of Molal's
M&RaZine rermans glamanaus, with

makaup i place and hair unrafled.

MECALLS

686

advertisers” delinition of [reedom. Without
directly criticizing Boosevell, they repeat

edly suggested that he had overlooked a
filth Ireedom. The Mational Association of
Manulacturers and individual companies
bombarded Americans with press releases,
racdio programs, and advertisements atirib

ubing the amazing feals of wartime produc

fion bo “lree enterprise.”

With the memory of the Depression
siill very much alive, businessmen pre
dicted a postwar world [illed with con
sumer goods, with “lreedom of choice”
among abundant possibilities assured il
only private enlerprise were liberated [rom

B ETTITRCT [ conirals.

During the war, the nation engaged in an unprecedented mobilization of
“womanpower” (o [ll industrial jobs vacated by men. Hollywood lms
glorified the mdependent woman, and private advertising celebrated the
achievements of Rosie the Riveter, the lemale industrial laborer depicted
as muscular and sell-reliant in Norman Bockwell’s famous magazine
cover. With 15 million men in the armed forees, women in 1944 made up
more than one-third of the cvilian labor foree, and 3530 000 served in
auxiliary military unils.

Even though most women workers still labored in clerical and service
jobs, new opportunibies suddenly opened in industrial, professional, and
governmenl positions previously restricted o men. On the Wesl Coast,
one-third of the workers in aireralt manulacturing and shipbuilding were
wornen. For the licst time in history, married seomen in their thirties oot
numbered the voung and single among lemale workers, Women lorced
unions like the United Auto Workers Lo conlront issues like equal pay lor
equal work, maternity leave, and child-care facilities for working mothers,
Having enjoved what one wartime worker called “a taste of reedom”
doing “men's” jobs lor men's wages and, somelimes, engaging in sexual
activily while unmarried—many women hoped o remain in the labor
[oree once peace returned.

"Weas a nation,” proclaimed one magazine article, "must change our

basic attifude toward the work of women" Bul change proved difficualt.
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How did the United States mobilize economic resources and promote popular support for the war effort?

Americans macveled al the achievements of wartime manulaciuciog.
Thousands of arrcralt, 100,000 armored vehicles, and 2.5 pullion (rucks
rolled off American assembly hines, and entirely new products like
syniheiic rubber replaced vafural resources now controlled by Japan.
Governmeni-sponsored scienlibe research peclecied inventions like
radar, jel engmes, and early compuiters thal helped (o win the war and
wonld bave a large impact on postwar lile, These accomplishments ool Wartime teckinology
only made il possible (o wio a bwo-Troot war bul also helped 1o restore the
repulation of business and businessmen, whitch had reached a low point
during the Depression.
Federal Iunds reiovigoraled established maoulacturing areas and
created entively onew mdostrial centers. World War 1T saw (he West
Coasl emerge as a locus of militarv-indusicial production. The govern War praduction da e West
ment mvested allions of dollars in the shipyvards of Seatile, Poriland, and
San Franciseo and o the steel plants and amreralt [actories of sowlhern
Calilornia. By the war's end, Calilormua had recedved one-fenth of all fed-
eral spending. Mearly 2 million Americans moved (o Californaa for jobs in
defense-related industries, and mullions more passed theough foe military

iradning and embarkation Lo the Pacifie war.

M-5 1anks on the assembly e
gl a Detroit Saddac plant, ina
1842 phatograph. Doy the

wear, Genaral Motors and ather
gularasers producad vahicles for

thee arrmesd 1arces rather than cars for

CCabE LI ars.
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Luce and Wallace had one thing in common—a new concepiion of

America's rale mn the world. tied 1o continoed international invelvement,
the promise ol economic abundance, and the idea that (he American expe

rience should serve as aomodel for all other nations.

Even as Congress moved o dismanile padts of the New Dweal, Liberal
[emocrats and thetr left-wing allies unveiled plans for a postwar eco
nomie policy that would allow all Americans (o enjoy Ireedom fvom
wand. In 1942 and 1943, the reporis of the NaGonal Besources Planning

NRPE Board (MEFE) offered a blueprint for a peacetime economy based on full
emplovment, an expanded wellare stale, and a widely shared American
standard ol living. The board called for a "new all of vights” that would
include all Americans 1o an expanded Sooal Security syslem and guar
anfee access 1o education, health care, adeguale housing, and jobs lor
able-bodied adults, The NEPE's plan for a "lull-emplovment economy”
wilhi a “lair distribubion of incorme,” satd The Nadion, embodied “the way
al life af [ree men”

Mindlul that publiceopivien polls showed a large majority of
Americans lavoring a guaraniees of employment for those who eould not

A Ecottomic B of Rights livied work, the president in 1944 called for an "Ecouormic Bill of Rights.”
The original Bl of Rights resivicied the power of government in the
name al lberty. FDR proposed (o expand ils power o arder (o secure full
employmment, an adequate income, medical care, education, and a decent
home for all Americans.

Already ill and preoccupied wilh (he war, REoosevell spoke only
occasionally of the Econamic Bl of Rights during the 1944 presiden
tial campaign. The replacement of Vice Presidend Heory Wallace by
Harry 5. Truman, theo a litle-known senator [rom Missour, suggested
that the president did oot indend (o do batile with Congress over social
policy. Congress did not enact the Economde Bill of Rights, Buat m 1944,
il extended 1o the millioons of refurning velerans an array of benehts,
including unemplovment pay, scholarships for further education, low
cost morlgare loans, pensions, and job traming. The Servicemen’s

Gl Bl Feadjustrnent Act, or GI Bill of Rights, was one of the farthest-reaching
preces of social legislation m American history. Admed al reward
ing members of (he armed borces lor (her service and preventimg the
widespread uonemplovment and economae disruption that had followed
World War 1L i proloundly shaped postwar sociely. By 1946, more than

I million veterans were allending college under ils provisions, making
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What vizions of America’s postwar role began to emerge during the war?

up half of total college enrollment. Almost 4 mallion would receive home

morfgages, spurring the postwar suburban housing boom.

The Rowd to Serfdom (1944), a surprise best-seller by Friedrich A, Havek,
a previously obscure Austrian-born economist, claimed thal even the
best-intentioned government efforis to direct the economy posed a threat
to individual hiberty. Comdng al a time when the miracles of war produe
tion had reinvigorated beliel in the virtues of capitalism, and with the

conlrontation with Mazism highlighting the danger of merging economic
Friedrich 4. Hayek md

and paolitical power, Havek oflered anew intellectual justification for oppo
3 IIIII.'\-'I'!'."_fil.l."!' ELUTICAT LS

nenls ol active government. In a complex economy, he insisted. no single
person or group of experts could possibly possess enough knowledge Lo
direct economic activity intelligently. A [ree market, he wrote, mobilizes
the ragmented and partial knowledge scatlered throughout sociely far
more effectively than a planned economy.

By equaling fascism, socialism, and the Mew Deal and by identilyving
economic planning with a loss of Ireedom. e helped lay the loundation
for the rise of modern conservatism and a revival of laissez-laire economic
thoughl. As the war drew Lo a close, the stage was set for a renewed batile
over the government's proper role in sociely and the economy, and the

social conditions of American [reedom.

In s patriobs war poster the words
ol Abrafam Lincsdn are linkad to the

girupgle agamsat MNaz tyranny.

THE AMERICAN DILEMMA

The unprecedented attention to Ireedom as the defining characteristic of

*THIS WORLD CANMOT EXIST
HALF S5LAVE AND HALF FREE™

American lile had implications that went Far beyvond wartime mobilization.
The strugele agaimst Nazl tyranny and its theory of a master race discred
ited ethnic and racial inequality. A pluralist vision of American socely now
became part of official rhetoric, What zet the United States aparl Irom ils
wartime foes, the government insisted, was not only dedication to the ideals
of the Four Freedoms bul also the principle that Americans of all races, reli
gions, and national origing could enjoy those reedoms equally. Bacdsm was
the enemy's philosophy; Americanism rested on toleration of diversity and
equality for all. By the end of the war, the new immigrant groups had been
fully accepied as loval ethnic Americans, rather than members of distinet and

inferior "races.” And the contradiction between the principle of equal reedom

and the actual status of Blacks had come to the forelront of national life,
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Arthur Poirest™s carteon for the

Detrodl Free Pross, boma 19, 1941,

ugirates huow!, during VWiedd

War I, white ethinica [af British,

Larman, Irish, Franch, Polish, Nalian

and Scandinavian descenl) wera
nGofparadlad &aihin e boundaniag

&1 Aemerscan fresdam.

Tive persistence of prefudice

Mexicasn coniracd Lorkers

Among other things, World War I created a vast meliing pol, especially
[or European tmmigranls and their children, Millhons of Americans
moved oul of urban ethoic oeighborhoods aod isolaled rural enclaves
infe the army and indusitial plands, where (they came into contact with
people of very diferent backgrounds. What one hisiorian bas called their
“patriotic assimilation” differed sharply from the forced Americanizalion
of World War I

Horrified by (he uses (o which the Mazis pual (he idea of inborn racial
dillerence, biological and social seientizsls abandoened beliel 1o a link among
race, cullure, and mielligence, an idea only recently central (o thenr dis
ciplings, Ruth Benedict’s REoees and Raciss (1942} described racism as "a
fravesiy of scientific knowledge” By the war's end, racism and oaiivism
had been sirpped of intellectual respectability, at least outside the South,
and were viewed as psychological disorders.

Intolerance, of course, bardly dizappeared from American life, Many
business and government circles still excluded Jews. Along with the Tact
that arly reports of the Holocaust were too terrible (o be believed, anti
Semuism contributed (o the government™s unwillingness o allow more
than a handlul of European Jews (21000 during the cowrse of (the war) (o
o reluge in the Unated Stales. Roosevell himsell learmed dorng the war
of (he exient of Hitler's "inal solufion” to (he Jewish presence i Europe.
But he failed to awlhorize air sinkes that might have desiroyed German

dealh camps.

The war had a far more ambigucus meaning for non-while groups than
[or whiles, Oo the eve o Pearl Harbor, racial barriers remained deeply
entrenched in American lile. Southern blacks were sill trapped o a rigid
syslem of segregation. Astans could not emagrate o the United States or
become naturalized citizens. Most American Indians stll hived on veserva
fioms 1o dizmal poverty.

The war sel momaotion changes thal would reverberate i the postwar
years, Under the Brecere program agreed to by the Mexican and American
governmments in 1942 (the name derives rom braze, the Spanish word lor
arm), tens of thousands of condract laborers crossed inlo the Uniled Siates
o fake up jobs as domesiic and agriculiural workers. Initially designed as
a femporary respouse o (he warlime labor shorlage, the program lasied

until 1964, During that period, more than 4.5 million Mexicans entered [he
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did American minorities face threats to their freedom at bome and abroad?

Umited Sfates under labor contracts fwhile a slightly larger number were
arrested lorillegal entry by the Border Patrol).
Although (he Brgeers programe veinborced the status of immagrants
from Mexico as an unskilled labor [orce, warlime employroent opened .
new opportunities for second-generation Mexican-Americans. Hondreds :'II“HJ:?:'”Irlhll:r::m’:”
of thousands of men and women emerged rom ethme neighborhoods, or
terrios, Lo work in delense indusivies and serve 1o the army {where, unbike
blacks, they fought alongside whates). Contact with other groups led many
(o learn English and sparked a rise in inferethnic marrages.
The“zoot suil” fots of 1943, mwhich club-wielding satlors and police
men attacked Mexican- American voulths weariog Hamboyvant elothing on
the streets of Los Angeles, illustrated the lmis of wartime tolerance. Bud
the confrast between (he war's rhetoric of reedom and pluralism and the
reality of continued discrimination inspared a heighlened consciousness
of civil righis. For example, Mexican-Amercans brought complaints of
discrimination before the Fair Employmend Praclices Commussion (FEPC)
1o light (he practice ion (the Southwesi of conlining them (o the lowes-paid
work or payimg them lower wages than while workers doiog (he same jobs.
"Our Latin American boyvs,” complained one activist, “are ool segregated
al the Irout loe. . . They are dying that democracy may live” Perhaps hallb

a roallion Mexacan- American men and women served m the armed forees.

The war also brought many American Indians closer to the mamsiceanm
of American life, Some 23000 served 1o the army (mcluding the lamous
Mavajo “code-falkers.” who fransmilled messages io ther complex nalive The Naiutfo "code-falkers”
language, which the Japaoese could not decipher). Insisting thai the
United States lacked the authority o deafl Indian men ioto (the army, the
Iroguots tssued thetr own declaration of war agamsi the Axis powers.
Tens of thousands ol Indians lell reservations [or jobs 1o war indusires.
Exposed lor the first time (o wrban life and industrial society, many chose
nel o return o the reservations alter the war ended. (Indesd, the reserva
fions did not share in wartime prospecity.) Some Indian velerans ook
advantage of the GI Ball to altend college after the war, an opportanty that

had been avallable to very lew Indians previously.

Asian- Americans’ war  experience was paradoxical. More than

50,000 —the children of immigrants rom China, Japan, Korea, aud the

THE AMERICAN DILEMMA 691




Wartime propaganda in the United

States sought 1o inspire hafred

Against the Pacilic foe. Thes poster,

saued by the LS. Army, recalls
the Batgan death march in the

Philippines.

infernment camig

Philippines—lought in the army, mostly in all-Asian unils, With China
an ally in the Pacific war, Congress in 1943 ended decades of complete
exclusion by establishing a nationality quota lor Chinese immigranls,
The anmual limiat of 105 hardly suggested a desire lor a large-scale indlux.
But the image of the Chinese as gallant hghters defending their country
against Japanese aggression called into guestion long-standing racial
slerealypes.

The experience of Japanese-Americans was lar different. Bolh
sides saw the Pacilic war as a race war. Japanese propaganda depicted
Americans as a sell-indulgent people contaminated by ethniae and racial
diversity as opposed to the racially “pure™ Japanese, In the United States,
long-standing prejudices and the shocking attack on Pearl Harbor com
bined to produce an unprecedented hatred of Japan, Government pro
paganda and war lilms portrayed the Japanese [oe as rats, dogs, gorillas,
and snakes—bestial and subhuman. They blamed Japanese ageression on
a violent racial or national character, not, as in the case of Germany and
[taly, on lyranmical rulers.

Aboul 7O percent of Japanese-Americans in the conlinental United
States lived in California, where they dominated vegetable farming in the
Los Angeles area. One-Lhird were first-generalion immigrants, or fseed, but
a substantial majority were aisei— American-born, and therelore cilizens.
Many of the latter spoke only English, had never been to Japan, and had
(ried to assimilate despite prevailing prejudice. The government bent over
backward (o include German-Americans and Ilalian- Americans in the
war effort. It ordered the arrest of only a handiul of the more than 800,000
Crerman and [alian nationals in the United States when the war began, Bul

il viewed every person of Japanese ethnicity as a potential spy.

[nspired by exageerated [ears of a Japanese mvasion of the West Coast
and pressured by whiles who saw an opportunily o gain possession
of Japanese-American properly, the military persuaded FDE o 1s5ue
Executive Order 9066. Promulgated in February 1942, this orderad
the relocation af all persons of Japanese descent [rom the Wesl Coast
That spring and summer, authorities removed more than 110000 men,
wormen, and children—nearly two-thirds of them Amercan cilizens—io
camps far from their homes. The order did nol apply Lo persons ol Japanese
descent living in Hawail, where they made up nearly 40 percent ol the
population. Despite Hawaii's vulnerability, il economy could not funclion

wilhoul Japanese- American labor.
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How did American minorities foce threats to heir freedom at bome and abroad?
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The internees were subjected to a quasi-malitary discipline in the
camps. Living in former horse stables, makeshilt shacks, or barracks
behind barbed-wire lences, they were awakened for roll call at 6:45 each
mornang and ate their meals (which rarvely involved the Japanese cook
g to which they were accustomed) in glant mess halls. Nonetheless,
the internees did their best o create an atmosphere of home, decorating
their accommodations with pictures, flowers, and curlamns, planting veg
elable gardens, and setting up activities like sports clubs and arl classes
for themselves.

Internment revealed how easily war can undermine basie [reedoms.
There were no court hearings, no due process, and no wrils of habeas cor
pus. One searches the wartime record in vain lor public profests among
non-Japanese against the gravest violation of civil hiberties since the end

of slavery.

Mora than 100,000 Japarese-

Armancans—Lthe majority Amencan
citlzengs—aera Tarcibly moved from
theair Fesmes to interniment Camgs

during Workd YWar Il
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Furmika Hayashida hedda Rar thetoen-

mornti-old dawghter, while waing

lar relacalian o an sfaremend camp.
Boih waear Baggage tags, as il they
ware pleces aof edgane. This phobs,
laken Dy a journakst for the Seattle
Fosi-tndelipesmaer, came o syrnbolize
1he antire intarmmant axpermncs.

bz, Hayashida celebrated har 100th
rthiday in 2011,

Segregatioa during Larfime

serod Lereadd Mo
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The courts refused (o inlervene, To 1944, in Koremaise o United Siates,
the Supreme Court dended (he appeal of Fred Eoremalsu, a Japanese
American citizen who bad been arresied for reflusing 1o presend hamself
[or inlermrment. Speaking lora 6-3 majority, Justice Huga Black, usually an
avid delender of civil hberties, upheld the legality ol the internment policy,
insisliong thal an order applying ouly (o persons of Japanese descenl was
nol based on race. The Court has never overtwrned the Koremalse decision.
As Justice Robert H. Jackson warned in has dissend, it “lies aboot ke a
loaded weapon ready for the haod of any authority (hat can bring lorward
a plausible claim” of national secariiy.

The governmend eslabhizhed a layally oath program, expecling
Japaness-Americans o swear allegiance (o the government thal had
imprisonsd (them and 1o enlist 1o the army. Some young men relused,
and abowl 200 were send o prison lor resisting the drali. Buat 20,000
Japanese- Americans joined the armed [orces from the camps, aloog wilh
ancther L3000 from Hawatn, A long campatgn lor ackoowledgmendt of the
injustice done to Japanese: Americans [ollowed the end of the war. In 19588,
Congress apologized lor mleroment and provided 220,000 m compensa

fiom to each surviving viclim.

Although the treatmend of Japaoese- Americans revealed the stubborn hold
ol racism e American life, the wartime message of Ireedom portended a
major transtormationin the status ol blacks. Nazi Germany cited American
praciices as prool of ils own race policies. Washmgion remamed a rigadly
segpregaled cly, and the Bed Cross velused (o mix blood [rom blacks and
whates in its bload banks (thereby, critics charged, i effect acceptimg Naa
race theories). Charles Drew, the black sciendist who pionsered the tech
nigques of storing and shipping blood plasma—a development of immense
impariance to the treatment of wounded soldiers—protested bilterly
against this policy, poinding ool that it had oo scientific basis,

The war spurred a movemend of black population [frem the rurcal
South o the cities of (he Morth and West that dwarled the Greal Mizration
ol Warld War Land the 1920s. Abouwt 700,000 black magranis poured out
of the Sowth oo what they called “liberty trains,” seeking jobs m the indos
{rial heartland. They encountered somelimes violent hostilily, nowhere
meore sa (than m Detroid, where angey white residents foreed authoriiies Lo
evict Black tenants [rom a new housing project, In 1943, a Light at a Defrodl

cily park spiraled iofo a race riof that left thirty -loar persons dead, and a
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How did American minorities face threals o their freedom at bome and abroad?

"hate strike” of 20,000 workers protested the upgrading of Black employ

ees ina plant manuwlacturing aircrall engines.

When World War I began, the air force and marines had oo black mem-
bers. The army restricted the number of Black enlistees and condained only
five Black officers, thres of them chaplains. The nav v accepled blacks only
as wanters and coolks,

During the war, move than L mdllion blacks served in the armed Torces.
They did so i segregated unats, largely confimed (o construction, rans
port, and other noocombal tasks, Black soldiers sometimes had 1o give up
thetr seals on ratlread cars 1o accommodate Nazi priscners of war.

When southern black velerans refurned home and sought beneiiis
through the GI Bill, they encountered even more evidence o racial dis
crivtanation. On the surface, the GI Bill contamed oo racial dillevendiation
m offeriong beneliis like health care, college tuilion assistance, job [raming,
and loans to start a business or purchase a farm. Bul local authorilies wha
adminastered its provisions allowed southern black veterans (o use its
educalion benehts only al segregaled colleges, lmdled (hetr job iraioiog
i unskilled work and low-wage service jobs, and hmited loans [or faom

purchase o while velerans.

The war vears wilnessed (he bicth of the medern civil righds movement.
Angered by the almost complele exclusion ol Alrican-Americans [rom
jobis i the rapudly expanding war industeies {of 100,000 arerall work
ers in 1940, fewer thao 300 were blacks), the black labor leader A Philip
Randolph in July 1941 called for a March on Washiongion, His demands
mcluded aceess Lo delense emnplovmend, an end 1o segregalion, and a
national antilynching law.

The prospect ol thouwsands of angry blacks descendimg oo Washiongton,
remarked ocoe oflicial, "scared the government ball o death.” To persuade
Randolph 1o call off the march, Boosevell issued Executive Order 5802,
which bavned discrimination in defense jobs and established a Fair
Emplevment Practices Comanussion (FEPC) to monilor compliance. The
first Tederal agency since Beconsiruction 1o campanin lor equal opporiu
nily for black Americans, the FEPC plaved ao mporiand role io cbiaining

jobs for black workers in mdusicial plants and shapyvards, By 1944, more

whirt eviry iy o8 droam of lelig
Frrdent Where ror coash e appa-
by, brew esterpene. Bave balf e mast
geiem! mpbay v el A nabea bl spoa
dhe rights of oll mew - Thiv b powr Amiricn

.. flgp it Faee!

Anciher Tig 3 Amenca propaganda
pagler aimghasizes 1he Annerican
dragen & equal opparturety for all.

Al Ehe chedian in the classraaim,

hiowaar, are wiala,

Ranadofpd's March on

W asbington

FEAC
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My sisler always said (that Hitler was the one that got us out of the white

folks' Kitehen,” recalled one black woman.)

Curing the war, NAACF membership grew [rom 50,000 1o neacly
S00,000. The Congress of Racial Equaluy (CORE), founded by an inter
racial group of pacihists 1w 1942, held sii-ins 1o necthern cilies Lo miegrate
restavrants aod theaters, In Februacy of that yvear, the Pillsburel Courier
cotned the phrase thal came o symbolize black attitudes during Uhe war
the “double-Y." Victory over Germany and Japan, 1t insisted, muost be
accompanied by viclory over segregaiion al howme, Whereas (he Roosevell
admamislralion and (he while press saw the war as an expression of
American wleals, black newspapers pointed to the gap between those de
als and reality.

surveyiog wartime public epinion, a poliical scientist concluded thalt
“syrahals of national solidarity™ had very diflerent meaniongs to while and
black Americans. Toblacks, Ireedom from fear meant, among other things,
an end 1o Ivaching, and freedom from want included deing away wilh
“discrimination o gelttimng jobs.”™ IE m whiles” eves, lveedom was a “posses
101 1o be delended,” he abserved, (o blacks and other racial manerities il

rematned a "goal fo be achieved.”

Cruring the war, a bread political coaliticn centered on the Lelt bul reaching
well beyond it ealled for an end Lo rasial inequalily i Armerica, The NAACE
and American Jewish Congress cooperated closely imadvecating laws to ban
discrimanadion o employment and housimg. Despale considerable resistance
[rom vank-and-hle white workers, CIO wmons, especially those with strong
left-liberal and communist influence, made significant eforts o organize
black workers and win therm access 1o skilled posiiions,

The new black militancy alarmed southern poliicians, The “war
emmergency,” msisied Governor Fraonk Dixon of Alabama, “should not be
used as a pretext (o bring aboul (he abolition of the color loe" Even as
the war gave bicth o (he modern civil rights moevemend, it alse planded
the seeds [or the South's "massive resistance” to desegregalion durimg the
1950,

Although progress was slow, 10 was measurable. The Nalional War

Labor Board banned racial wage differentials. In Seéth o, Aol (1944),
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How did American minorities face threals o their freedom at bome and abroad?

the Supreme Court oullawed all-while primaries, coe of the mechamnisms

by which southern states deprived blacks of political rights. In the same
yvear, the navy began assigning small numbers of black satlors o previ
cusly all-whate shaps. In (he Anal mondbs of the war, if ended segregation
aliogether, and the army established a few combal wnats that included

black and white soldiers.

Mo event reflected the new concern with (he status of black Americans
mere than the publication in 1944 ol Av American Didermma, a sprawling
accound of (he coundey's racial pasi, presend, and Duluce wrillen by the
Swedizh socal scientist Gunnar Myrdal, The book oflered an uncom
promasing portrail of how deeply racism was entrenched in law, politics,
cconcamics, and social bebavior, Bul Myrdal combined this sobermg
analysis with admdralion for whal he called the American Creed —beliel o
eopuality, justice. equal opportuniy, and [reedom. He concluded that “there
15 bound 1o be a redelinition of the Megro's status as a result of this War”
Myrdal's notion of a conflict between American values and American
racial policies was hardly new—Frederick Douglass and W. E. B, Du Bos
had said much (he same (hiog. Bul m (he condext of a worldwide strugele
against Nazism and risiog black demands o eguality al home, has book

siruck a chord. I identified a serious national problem and seemed o ofler

Faul Robeson, the Dlask acter, sirngsar,
and Darther Tor Givil regivs, Bading
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natianal antheaim in 1342, Weeld 'War 1l
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VOIGES OF FREEDOM

Even before the United States entered World War 11, some Americans were thinking of a
postwar world in which the United States would exert its influence throughout the globe, One
influential call for Americans to accept the burden of world leadership was a short book by
Henry K. Luce, the publisher of Life and Time magazines.

In the field of national policy, the fundamental trouble with America has been, and is, that whereas their
nation became in the 20th Century the most powerful and the most vital mation in the world, nevertheless
Americans were unable fo accommedate themselves spivitually and practically fo that ct. Hence
they have failed to play their part as a world power—a failure which has had disastrous consequences
for themselves and for all mankind. And the cure is this: to accept wholeheartedly our duty and our
opportunity as the most powerful and vital nation in the world and in consequence to exert upon the
world the full impact of cur influence, for such purposes as we see fit and by such means as we see hit. . ..

Chur world of 2,000,000, 000 human beings is tor the first time in history one world, fundamentally

indivisible. . .. Our world, again for the first time in human history, is capable of producing all the
material needs of the entire human family. . . . The world of the 204h Century, if it is to come to lile in any

nobility of health and vigor, must be toa signibcant degree an American Century. ...

In postulating the indivisibility of the contempoarary world, one does not necessarily imagine that
anvithing like a world state—a parliament of men—must be brought about in this century. Mor need we
assume that war can be abolished. | | . Large sections of the human family may be efectively organized
inta opposition to one another. Tyrannies may require a large amount of living space. But Freedom
requires and will require far greater living space than Tyranny. . .. Justice will come near to losing all
meaning in the minds of men unless Justice can have approximately the same fundamental meanings in
many lands and amaong many peoples. .. .

As ta the . .. promise of adequate production For all mankind, the “more abundant lite,” be it noted
that this is characteristically an American promize. . .. What we must insist on is that the abundant lite
is predicated on Freedom. . . . Without Freedom, there will be no abundant life. With Freedom, there
can be.

And finally there is the belief—shared let us remember by maost men living—that the 20th Century
must be to a significant degree an American Century. . . . As America enters dynamically upon the world
scene, we need most of all to seek and ta bring forth a vision of America as a world power and to bring

forth a vision . . . which will guide us to the authentic creation of the 20th Cenfuryv—our Century.




From Charles H. Wesley, “The Negro Has
always Wanted the Four Freedoms,"” in

What the Negro Wants (1944)

In 1944, the University of North Carolina Press pablished What the Negro Wanis, a book of
essayvs by fourteen prominent black leaders. Virtually every contributor called for the right
to vote in the South, the dismantling of segregation, and aceess to the “American standard of
living.” Several essays also linked the black struggle for racial justice with movements against
European imperialism in Africa and Asia. When he read the manuseript, W. T. Couch, the
director of the press, was stunnied. “IF this is what the Negro wants,” he told the bool’s editor,
“nothing could be clearer than what he needs, and needs most urgently, is to revise his wanis”
In this excerpt, the historian Charles H. Wesley explains that blacks are denied each of the

Four Freedoms and also illustrates how the war strengthened black internationalism.

[Megroes]| have wanted what other citizens of the United States have wanted. They have wanted
freedom and opportunity. They have wanted the puarsuit of the life vouchsafed to all citizens of the
United States by our own liberty documents. They have wanted freedom of speech, |but] they were
supposed to be silently acquiescent in all aspects of their lite. . . . They have wanted freedom of religion,
tor they had been compelled to “steal away to Jesus™ . .| in order to worship Ged as they desired. . . .
They have wanted freedom from want. . .. However. the Megro has remained a marginal worker and
the comypetition with white workers has left him in want in many Llocalities of an economically sufficient
nation. They have wanted freedom from fear. They have been cowed, browheaten or beaten, as they
have marched through the vears of American lite. . ..

The Negro wants demoeracy to begin at home. . . . The future of our demoeratie life is insecure so long
as the hatred, disdain and disparagement of Americans of African ancestry exist. . ..

The Megre wants not anly to win the war ] :
but also to win the peace....He wants the OUESTIONS
peace to b Iree of race and colar restrictions, of
imperialism and exploitation, and inclusive of the L What values doex Luce wish dmericd

rarticipation of minorities all over the world in : =
I o : T to spread to the rest of the world?
their own governments, When it is said that we

are fighting for freedom, the Negro asks, “Whose 2. Why docs Wesley belicoe that black
freedom?” Is it the freedom of a peace to exploit, Americans are denied the Four
suppress, exclude, debase and restriet colored Freedoms?

peoples in India, China, Adrica, Malaya in the

LA i . bo Luce and Wesley envision differe
nsual wavs? . . . Will Great Britain and the United W D Lucs ang Wesiny svivei Ssfeteet

States specifically omit from the Four Freedoms roles for the United States in the posi
. : O : il - i : ]
their minarities and subject peoples? The Negro war wierla:

does not want such a peace.




an almosl painless path to peacelul change, m whach the [ederal govern
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merel would take the lead o owllawing discrimanalion.

[t the nineteendh cenfury, black radicals ke David Walker and Martin
[relany had soughi to link the fale of Aldcan-Americans willi (hat of
peoples of Abrican descent in other paris of the world, especially the
Caribbean and Afvica. In (he [irst decades of the iweniieth century, thas
kind of internabional conscionsness was remmvigorated. In a sense, the
lobal imposition of white supremacy brought Torth a leeling ol racial
solidarily across natioval and geographic lines. Al the home of George
Padmore, a Wesl Indian labor orgamizer and editor liviog i Loodon,
bBlack American leaders like W, E. B D Bois and Paul Bobeson came into
condact with Iufure leaders of Alrican independence movermentds such as
Jome Kenvatta (Kenva), Kwame Nkrumah (Ghana), and Noamdn Azikiwe
(Migeria).

Through these gatherings, D Bois, Rebeson, and others developed
an outlook that linked the plight of black Amecicans with thal of people of
calor worldwide, Freemg Advica rom colomal rule, they came 1o believe,
would encourage greater equality at home. World War 11 stimulated
among Alvican- Americans an even grealer awareness of the link s between

racism i the United States and colontalism abeoad.

THE END OF THE WAR

As 1945 opened, Allied viclory was assured. To December 1944, mmoa des
perate gamble, Hitler launched a surpeise counterailack in France that
pushed Allied forees back Lty miles, creating a large bulge in their lines.
The largesi single battle ever fought by (he US Army, the Battle of the
Bulge produced more (than 70,000 American casuallies. Bul by early 1945
the assaull had Fatled.

In March, American roops crossed (he Bhine Biver and endered the
indusirial heactland of Germany. Hitler (ook hiz own lile, and shorily
alterward Soviet forces accupded Berlin, On May 8, known as V-E Day (lor
victory in Europel, came Lthe lormal end (o the war against Germany. In the

Pacilic, American forces moved ever closer (o Japan.

700  Chapter 22 * Fighting fo1 the Four Freedoms: World War 11




Haow did the end of the war begin to shape the postwar world¥

Franklin D. Boosevell defeated Bepublican nominee Thomas E. Dewey,
the goveronor of New York, (o win an voprecedented fourih term in 1944,
But FDR dad not live 1o see the Allied victory. He succumbed o a sivoke
on April 12, 1945 To his successor, Harey 5 Truman, fell one of the
mosl momentous decisions ever confronted by an American president
whethier (o use the alomic bomb against Japan, Truman did nol Koow
aboul (he bomb undil after he became president. Then, Secretary of War
Henry L. Sltmson mdormed hare that (he Unated States had secreily devel
oped "the most (errible weapon ever knowo in human hastory.”

The binnb was a practical realizalion of (he theory al relativity, a
rethinkimg ol the laws of physics developed sarly 1o the iwenbieth century
by the German scienfist Albert Eiostein, Energy and malier, Emsiem
showed, were two [orms of (he same phenomenon. By usimg certain lorms
of uranium, or the man-made element plutoniom, scienbists could create
an atomic reaction thal traoslormed part of the mass oo energy. This
energy could be hamessed (o provide a form of controlled power—or 1
could be unleashed in a tremendoos explosion.

I 1940, FDR authovized what came 1o be known as (he Manhattan
Project, a (op-secrel program m which American scientists developed an
atorme bomb during Wearld War I1 The weapon was tested suceessiully in
Mew Mexico m July 1945,

On August 6, 1945 an American plane dropped an atomic bomb that
detonated over Hiroshama, Japan—a fargetl chosen becanse almosi alone
among major Japaoese cities, i had not vet suflered damage. In an instant,
nearly every bulldimg in the culy was destroved. O the cilv's population
ol 280,000 civilians and 40000 soldiers, approximaltely 70000 dued
mnmediately. Becanse atomie bombs release deadly cadiation, the death
foll kept risiog i the months that followed. By the end of (he vear, of
reached al least 140,000, On Augoust @, the Uniled States exploded a sec
ond bomb over Magasaki, killing 70,000 persons, On the same day, the
Soviel Union declared war oo Japan aod invaded Manchuria, Within a
weelk, Japan surrendered.

Because of the snormous cosl io civilian bives—more than (wice
America’s military latalities in (he endire Pacific war—the use of (he bomb

remains condroversial. An American invasion of Japan, some advisers

THE
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Hiraskima and Nagazaki
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warted Truman, mnght cosl as many as 250000 American hives. No
such invasion was plaoned to begin, however, undil 1946, and consider
able evidence bad accumulated that Japan was nearing surrender. Japan's
ecomomy had been crippled and its Heel destroved, and of would mow have
{o fghil the Soviel Unnon as well as the United Stales. Somie of the seienlisls
whe bad worked on the bomb urged Truman 1o demonsivate ils power
(o mderpational observers. Bul Truman did not hesitate, The bomb was a

W CO R, Ll 1wl wea Porls ane Crea Lestl Lo B sl

The dropping of the atomie bombs was the logical culmivation ol the
way World War II had been [ought. All wars inflict sufleriog on noen

combatanis, Bul never belore had civilian populations been so ruililessly
fargeled, OF the estimated 30 million persons who perished duoog World
War II (includiog 400,000 American soldiers), perbaps 20 million were
civiliavs, Germany had Killed mallions of mmemnbers of "inferior races."” The
Alles carvied aul deadly atrassaulis ou civilian populabions. Early m 1945,
the hrebombing of Dresden killed some 100000 people, mostly women,
chaldren, and elderly men. On March 9, nearly (he same number died imoan

lerno caused by the bombing of Takyvo,
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How did the end af the war begin to shape the postwar world?

Four vears of war propagaoda bad dehomaoized the Japanese o
American eves, and few persoms eriticized Truman's decision i 1945, But pulb
lic doubts began (o surlace, espectally alier Joho Hersey published Hivoshing Hereey's Hiroshima
(19460, a graphic aceount of the horrors souffered by the eaviian population.
General Dwighil D, Exsenhower, wha thought the use of the bomb unoeces

sary, laler wrole, "T hated Lo see our country be (he lrst fo wse such a weapon,”

Even as the war raged, a series of meetings between Allied leaders formu
lafled plans for the postwar world. Churchill, Roosevell, and Sovietl cloel
Josel Stalin met al Tehean, Ivan, in 1943, and at Yalta, in the southern Sovie
Union, eacly in 1943, 1o bammer oul agreements, The hoal “Big Three™ con- The "Blg Three™ conferences
ference ook place at Polsdam, vear Berlin, m July 1945, If involved Stalin,
Troman, and Churchill (replaced madway i the talks by Clement Adtles,
who became prime anister when has Labour Party swept the Brifish elec
tions). Al Potsdam, the Allied leaders established a milwary adminisicalion
for Germany and agreed 1o place top Naz leaders on trial for war comes.
Eelations among the three Allies were oflen uneasy, as sach maneu
verad o maximaze s posiwar power. Neither Britaio nor the Unated Sates
irusted Sfalin. Bul sincee Stalin's roops had won the war on the easlern
fromd, it was difficull to resist his demand that eastern Europs becomse a

Soviel sphiere of influence (a reglon whose goveromends can be counled on

io doa greal power's bidding).
The Big Theea—3Staln, Roesseval,
and Thorchil—at 1heir firsk mesting,
in Tebiras, Iran, in 1943, whers tihay
digzugsed the apLshing &1 & gacond
Al Yalta, Roosevell and Churchill entered only a mild protest againgt  froar against Germany in western
Soviel plans o retain control of the Baltic states (Estonia, Latvia, and  Europe.
Lithuania) and a large pari of easiern
Foland, in eflect restorimg Russia's pre
World War | western borders. Slalin
agresd o ender (the war agains! Japan later
m 1945 and (o allow “lree and undellered
cleciions™ in Poland, bul he was inlent
on eslablishing communism in eastern
Europe. Yalia saw the high-water mark
of warlime American-Soviel cooperalion.
Buil if planded seeds of condlict, since the

pariicipants soon disagreed over the fale

ol easiern Europe.
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Tenswon also extsted between Britam and the Uoited States, Chorchill

Shurperangr e posied ar

FOGarHT arder

Strncfire of the LN

Wawld pomer rediefribwied

rejected American pressure (o place India and other British colonies on
the road 1o mdependence. He concluded private deals with Stalin 1o divide
soulhern and sastern Evrope into Brlish and Soviel spheces ol mdluence,

Britain also resisted, unsuccessfolly, Amencan ellorizs o reshape
and dominate the postwar economae order, A meeling of represendalives
ol forty-live nations al Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, in July 1944
replaced the Brlish pounad with the dollar as the mam corrency lor imderna
fiomal ransactions, The conlerence also created two American-dominated
loancal instituiions. The World Bank would provide mooey 1o developing
countries and to bhelp rebuild Evrope. The International Monetary Fund
would work o prevent governments Irom devaluing their currencies (o
gain an advanlage in ioterosaiioval trade, as maoy had done durmg (he
[epression. Both of these institwiions, American leaders believed, woald
encourage [ree rade and the growih of the world sconomy, an emphass

that remains central (o Amecvican foreign policy (o thas day.

Early m the war, the Alles also agreed (o establish a successor (o
the League of Malions, In a 1944 conlerence al Dumbarton Oaks,
near Washington, D.C., they developed the structure of the United
Mations (LIM). There would be a General Assembly —essentially a forum
o discussion where each member emjoyed an equal vodce—and a Security
Council responsible for mamdainiong world peace. Along with 2% rotating
members, the Counctl would bave hive permanent ones— Brifain, China,
France, the Soviel Union, and the Unated States—each with the power (o
velo resolutions. In June 1945, represendatives of Bliv-one coundres met in
San Fraocisco to adopt the UN Charter, which outlawed [oree or the threat
of force as a means of settling miernational disputes. Io July, the U5,
Senale endorsed the charter. In conlrast to the bitter dispute over rembser
ship in the Leagoe of Mations alter World War 1 ondy two members of the

L5 Senate voled against jommng the UN.

World War [T produced a radical redisiribuiion of world power. Japan and
Cermany, the two domdoant malitary powers o (heir regions belore the
war, were utferly deleated. Brifain and France, though viclorious, were
substantially weakened. Only the Unated Sates and the Soviel Union were

able to project sigralicant inlluence bevond thenr national borders,
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How did the end af the war begin to shape the postwar world?

Atlantic 'Uharter_ For Whom?

Overall, however, the Umlted Siales was clearly the dominant wearld
power. Bul peace did not usher moan era ol mlernatonal harmony, The Soviet
corupation of sastern Europe created a division soon (o be solidified m the
Cold War, The droppang of the atomae bombs lell a worldwide legacy of Tear.

The Four Freedoms spesch had been indended primarcily te highlight
the differences befween Angle-American ideals and MNazism. Monetheless,
il had upanbicipated consequences. As one ol Boosevell's speschwrilers
remarked, "when you stale a moral principle, vou are stuck withoot, oo mat
ter how many hogers you have kepl crossed at the moment." The language
with which World War II was lought helped o lay (he Toundation for
postwar ideals of hurman vighits that exiend to all mankimd.

During the war, Mabatma Gandhi, the Indian natiooalist leader,
wrole (o Boosevell (hal the wdea “thail the Allies are bghling (o make the
wiorld sale Tor lveedom of the individual and lor democracy seems hollow,
so lomg as India, and for that meatter, Alvica, are explomited by Great Britain,
and America bas the Negro problem in ber own bome"" Allied victory
saved mankiond fvom a iving nightmare—a worldwide system of dictato
rial rule and slave labor m which peoples deemed mlerior suffered the
fate of Eurcpean Jews and of the victims of Japanese owlrages m Asia, Bud
disputes over (he [reedom of colomial peoples overseas and noo-whites m

the Urated States [orelold more wars and social upheavals (o come,

THE
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CHAPTER REVIEW AND ONLINE RESOURCES

Wy did most Americans sapport isolalionism i e
[930%?

- What factors after 1930 1ed To ULS, inveloerment in

ot HWoar IT?

How did government, business, and labor work logether
for prosmiote warfime production? Hew did the war alfect
rack group?

Hew did different groups wnderstand or experience the
Four Freedoms differently?

- Explain bote conservatives in Congress and fusiness

used the war effort to allack e goals and legacy of Hhe

Wt Dheel,

Howe dicd the war alter the Tives of women on fhe bome
Jrond, and what did different groups think woald fappen

after Phe oar?

How did o war fough! Ie bring “cssential buman
Jreedoms™ to the world fail te prodect the Bome Jrond
litertivs of flacks, Indians, fapanese- Americans, and

Mexiean- . Americans?

Explain bote World War IT promoted an awareness of
the finks between racism in fbe United States and colo

rfetlisimt grocmd M foord.

- What was the impact of e GIF Bill of Righls on

Amicrican soctely, including minoritics?

Dhegeribe bote the decisions mede at e Breffon Woods
comference In 19494 croaled the framework Jor postoar

U5, evonomic amd forcign policy.
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