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n May 1920, at the height of the postwar Bed Scare, police arrested

two [alian immigrants accused of participating in a robbery at a

South Braintree, Massachusetts, factory in which a security guard
was Killed. Micola Sacco, a shoemaker, and Bartolomeo Vanzetll, an
itinerant unskilled laborer, were anarchists who dreamed of a society in
which government, churches, and private propercty would be abolished.
Thev saw violence as an appropriate weapon of class warfare, But very
little evidence linked them to this particular crime. In the atmosphere of
anti-radical and anti-immigrant fervor, however, their comviction was a
certainiy,

Although their 1921 trial had aroused little public interest outside the
Nalian- American community, the case of Sacco and Vanzelli atiracted
considerable attention during the lengthy appeals that followed. There
were mass profests in Europe against their impending execution. On
August 25, 1927, Saceo and Vanzetti died in the electric chair.

The Sacco-Vanzetti case laid bare some of the fault lines beneath
the surface of American society during the 19205, To many native-born
Americans, the two men symbolized an alien threeat to their way of life.
To Italian-Americans, including respectable middle-class organizations
like the Soms of Ialy that raised money for the defense, the outeome sym-
bolized the nativist prejudices and stereotyvpes that haunted immigrant

cormmunities.
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In popular memaory, the decade that [ollowed World War I 1s recalled
as the Jazz Age or the Roaring Twenties. With its lappers (voung, sexu-
ally liberated women), speakeasies (nightelubs that sold higuor in viola-
tion of Prohibition), and a soaring stock market fueled by easv credit
and a gel-rich-quick outlook, it was a time of revolt against moral rales
inherited [rom the nineteenth century. Observers from Europe, where
class divisions were starkly visible in work, politics, and social rela-
tions, marveled at the uniformity of American life. Factories poured out
standardized consumer goods, their sale promoted by national advertis-

ing campaigns, Conservatism dominated a political system from which

2o .' = radical alternatives seemad to have been purged. Radio and the movies
T e spread mass culture throughout the nation.
L el s Manv Americans, however, did not welcome the new secular, com-
mercial culture, They resented and feared the ethnic and racial diversity
A e N o AN e of America’s cities and what they considered the lax moral standards of
ehgyarator, promised that consurmes urban life. The 19205 was a decade of profound social tensions —belween
goods would enable Amencans 16 rural and wrban Americans, traditional and “modern” Christianity, par-
LIl their Rearts” desires. ticipants in the burgeoning consumer culture and those who did not fully

share in the new prosperity.

THE BUSINESS OF AMERICA

“The chiel business of the American people,” sand Calvin Coolidge, who
became president alier Warren G. Harding's sudden death Irom a heart
altack in 1923, "5 business” Rarely in American bistory had economae
growih seemed more dramalic, cooperation between business and govern
rend 50 Close, and busmess values so widely shaved. Produciivity and eco

Indwstrial growii nomic culpul rose dramatically as new indostries —chemadcals, aviation,
elecironics — flourished and older ones hike food processiog and the manua
[actiure ol household appliances adopted Heney Ford's moving assembly
Iine, Annual autamobale production tripled durmg the 1920s, from 1.5 (o
4.5 muallicn, stimulating steel, rubber, and o1l produciion, and other seclors
of the econcemy. By 1929, hall of all Americans owned a car.

Multimattonal corforabions During the 19205, American mulboational corporations extended
therr sway (hroughouwt the world, With Europe sl cecovering Irom the
Greal War, American invesimen! overseas [far exceeded that ol other

countries, The dollar replaced the British pound as the most important
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rd and who suffered in the new consumer society of the 1920s8¢

currency of inlernational trade. American companies produced 85 percent
of the world's cars and 40 percent of its manulactured goods. General
Electric and International Telephone and Telegraph bought up companies
in other countries, International Business Machines (IBM) was the world's
leader in oflice supplies. American companies ook control of raw maten

als abraad, Irom rubber in Liberia to ol in Venesuela.

During the 19205, consumer goods ol all kinds proliferated, marketed Consiter goods
by salesmen and advertisers who promoted them as ways ol satisly
ing Americans’ psyvchological desires and evervday needs. Frequently
purchased on credit through new installment buying plans, they apidly
altered daily lile. Telephones made communication easier. Vacuum clean
ers, washing machines, and relrigerators translormed work in the home
and reduced the demand for domestic servants, Boosted by Prohibition
and an aggressive advertising campaign that, according to the company's
sales director, made il "impossible lor the consumer Lo escape™ the product,
Coca-Cola became a symbol of American lile.
Americans spent more and more of their income on leisure activities Lefsure achivities
like vacations, mosvies, and sporting events. By 1929 weekly movie aflen
dance had reached 50 million, double the hgore of 1922, Hollywood lilms
now dominated the world movie markel.
Radios and phonographs broughl mass enter
tainment into American living rooms. The number of
radios in American homes rose [rom 190,000 in 1923
to jusl under 5 million in 1929, These developments
helped create and spread a new celebrity culfure, in

which recording, film, and sports stars moved (o the

top ol the hst of American heroes. During the 1920s, B e
more than 100 million records were sold each vear. T§_ A
RCA Victor sald so many recordings of the greal opera ;'T il
tenor Enrico Caruso that he is sometimes called the first E ik &
modern celebrity. He was soon joined by the [lm actor '_3 o '@-:!F
Charlie Chaplin, baseball player Babe Euth, and boxer ﬁ; - E r
Jack Dempsey. Perhaps the decade's greatest celebrily, :_E *_
in terms of intensive press coverage, was the avialor 2 *:':
Charles Lindbergh, who in 1927 made the frst solo é :_
nonstop llight across the Atlantic. _: i
Widespread acceplance of going into debt to pur £ rgoo 1gta 1933 1530

chase consumer goods replaced the values of thrilt and
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sell-dental, cendral fo nineteenth-century notions of upstaondmg characier.

Erostomie rorcerteation and

|'r'. LTS ) IOE IR

Ecotorie weakness

Rural depression

Work, once seen as a source of pride in crall skill or collective empoewer
mmeend via lrade unions, now came o be valued as a path to mdividuoal ful

hllrent through consumplion and enderlamment.

But sizns ol futore frouble could be seen beneath the prospertly of the
19205, The ruits of iocreased production were very unequally distrb
wled. Beal wages for industeial workers (wages adjusied Lo take accound of
inllation] rose by one-guarter between 1922 and 1929, bul corporate profls
rose al more [han twice that rate. The process of economic concentration
conlinued voabated. A handlol of rms dominated numerous sectors of
the economy. Ton 1929 1 percent of the nation’s banks conlrolled hall of
ils hnancial resources, Mosl of the small auts companies that had exisied
earlier in the century had fallen by the wayside. General Molors, Ford, and
Chrysler now controlled fowr-flths of the indusiry.

Al the begmming of 1929, a magorily of laralies bad no savings, and
an estimated 40 pereent of the population remaimmed io poverly, unable (o
pariicapate in (he lourshing covnsumer econormy. Improved produciivity
reeant thal goods could be produced with fewer workers. During the 1920s,
mmore Americans worked in the professions, retailing, finance, and esduca
f1om, but the number of maonuwlacturing workers declined by 5 percent, (he
hirst such drop i the naton’s history, Parts of New Englaod were already
experiencing the chronic unemplovment caused by deindostrialization.
Bany of the region's textile companies fadled o (he face of low-wage com
petiiion from sowthern factories or shilled production (o fake advandage of

the South's cheap labor,

Mor did [armers share in the decade's prospecily. The "golden age” of
American Farmung bad reached 115 peak during World War [, when the
need o feed war-lorn Europe and government efforts (o madntain high
Farm prices had cadsed Tarmers' incomes and promoted the pucchase of
more land oo eredil. Thanks {o mechanization and (he increased use of
[eriilizer and insecticides, agriculiural production confinued o rise even
when governmenl subsidies ended and world demand stagnated. As a
resull, farm incomes 1o the 19208 declimed steadily, and banks loreclosed

tenes el thousands of farms.
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Wha benefited and who suffered in the new consumer society of the 156

Facing dire conditions, some 3 mil i
lion persons magrated out of rucal areas.
Many headed lor soulhern Calilornda,
whose rapidly growing economy needed
new labor. The populabion ol Los Angeles,
the West's leading immdusicial cenler, a pro
ducer ol ml, aulomobiles, aircrall, and,
of course, Hollvwood movies, rose [rom
575,000 to 2.2 mullion during the decade,
largely because of an influx of displaced
Farmers from (he Midwest. Well belore the
19305, rural America was In an econoemic

depression.

Despale Amenica's underlying economic problems, businessmen like
Heney Ford and engineers like Herbert Hoover were cultural heroes.
Photographers Iike Lewis Hine and Margaret Bourke-While and
painters like Charles Sheeler celebrafed the beauly of machines and
laciories.

Mumerous firms established public celations depariments, They
atmed Lo justily corporale practices (o the public aond counteract its loog
standing distrust ol g business, They even succeedad in changing popu
lar attitudes toward Wall Streel.

I the 1920, as the steadily rismg price of siocks made [rout-page
news, the markel altracted more mvestors, Maoy assumed thai stock val-
ues would keep rising fovever, By 1928, an estimated 1.5 mallon Americans
cwvned stock—stll a small minority of the coundey's 28 million famidlies,

but far more (than in the past.

Whith the deleat of the labor upsorge of 1919 and the dismanilmg of the war
time regulatory state, business appropciated the chetorie of Americanism
and "ondustrial reedom”™ as weapous agamsit labor unions, Some corpo
rations durmg the 19205 implemented a new style of managemend. They
provided their employess with privale pensions and medical insurance
plans, job security, and greater workplace safety. They spolie of “welfare

capitalism.” a more socially conscious kind of business leadership, and

Farmers, such A% this Tarrsly o potala

prowers in rural Minnesota, ded nat

share in 1he prosperity ol the 19202,

Rize of the steck markel
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trumpeted the fact that they now padd more attention to the “human factor”
in employmenl.
Al the same lime, however, employvers in the 19205 embraced
The American Plan the American Plan, at whose core stood the open shop—a workplace
[ree of both government regulation and umnions, excepl, In S0me cases,
“rompany unions” created and controlled by management. Even the
mosl forward-looking companies conlinued to employ strikebreakers,
private detectives, and the blacklisting of union organizers (o prevenl
or defeat strikes.
During the 19205, organized labor lost more than 2 million mem-
bers, and unions agreed o demand alter demand by emplovers in
Tie decliste of unions an eflort to stave off complete elimination. Uprisings by the most
downtrodden workers did occur sporadically throughoul the decade.
Southern textile mills witnessed desperate sirikes by workers who
charged emplovers with "making slaves out of the men and women” who
labored there, Facing the combined opposition of business, local politi-
clansg, and the courts, as well as the threal ol violenee, such strilkes were

Aoomed to defeal,
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H o ben

ed and who suffered in the new consumer society

Like the labor movement, femimsls siruggled to adaplt o the new polit

cal situation. The achievement of sullrage in 1920 elimioaied the bond of

unily among various aciivisls, each "sirugelimg for her own concepdion of

freedom,” i the words of labor reformer Juliel Stuarct Povnlz, Black Tera
nisls insisted that (he movement wust now demand enlorcerment of the
Filteenth Amendment in the South, but they won little support from ther

white counterparts.

The leng-standimg division between wo compelimg conceplions ol

worman's freedom —one based on mothecrhosd, the other on individoal

aultonomy and the righi 1o work —oow oy stallized i the debale over an
Equal Rights Amendment (EEA) Lo (he Constifution promoted by Alice
Paul and the Mational Women's Party., This ameondment proposed 1o
chrmamate all legal distinetions "on accouni ol sex." In Paul’s opinion, the
ERA lollewed logically from winoing the right (o vole. Haviog gaimed
political equality, she insisted, women oo looger required special legal
profeciion—they needed squal access to employment, education, and all
the other opportunities of citizens. To supporters of mothers” pensions
and laws limaling women's hours of labor, which the ERA would sweep
away, Lhe proposal represenled a glanl siep backward. Apart from the
Natonal Women's Party, every magor lemale orgamizalion opposed
ithe ERA.

The ERA campaign [aled, and only six states ralified a proposed con
stitubional amendment giving Congress The power 1o probibat child Labor,
which farm groups and business organizations opposed. To 1929, Congress
repealed the Sheppard-Towoer Act of 1921, a major achievermend of the
maternalist reformers thal had provided federal assistance to programs

for infant and chald health.

II pehitical femamasm faded, the prewar feminist demand for personal [ree
dorm survaved 1o the vast consumer marketplace and in the actual bebavior
of the decade’s much-publicized hberaied voung wormen. No longer one
element in a broader program of sccial relorm, sexoal freedom now meant
mdividual avlovomy or personal rebellicn. With her bobbed hair, short
skirls, public smoking and drinking, and unapologetie use of birth- control
methods such as (he diaphragm, the voung, single "Hlapper” epitormyzed
the change 1o standacds of sexual bebavior, al leasi m large cilies. She

Ireguented dance halls and alteonded sexually charged Hollywood [ilmes
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iLefl) Advertisers markated cigaraties
1o wamean a8 symbols of lemaka
ndependence. This 1929 ad for Lucsy
Sirike reads: “Legally, polticaly and
socially, worman has Daen emancpatad
Ircem those chains shnich bound

ar. . .. Gone is that ancant prejudice
Agans! cigareties.” (FHighd) An ad for
Frocier & Gamble laundry detargent
UrEes medarn wormen 1o modemize
the methads of ther ermployeas, The
tent redatas hosy & whita swoman n

The Sauthiest persuaded Feipa, har
Mezicar-Amearnican dormsstic warker,
1o abardon her “primitive washing
misihods.” Faliga, sacoording to the ad,
agreas that the laundry i now Sahiter,

cleaner, and freshar”

Marringe and the nete freedom

Robert and Helen Lynd,

Middletown
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“Mas blanca, mas limpia y mas fresca S
sy Pelipa, beaming
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The |:tr:;_m;:ira;ac||ing soap in the waorld

[eaturing stars like Clara Bow, the provocative "I Girl,”™ and Rudolph
Walenlino, the original on-sereen “Lalin Lover.”

Women's sell-conscious pursuit of personal pleasure became a device
to markel goods [rom automobiles o cigarettes, In 1904, a woman had
been arrested for smoking in public in New York City. Two decades later,
Edward Bernays, the “lather” of modern public relations, masterminded
a campaign to persuade women o smoke, dubbing cigareties women's
“torches of ireedom.” The new [reedom, however, was available only dur
ing one phase of a woman's lile. Marriage, according (o one advertisernent,
remained “the one pursuit that stands foremost in the mind of every girl
and woman.” Having found husbands, women were expected (o seek [ree

cloan within the canfines of the home,

BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT

[n 1929 the sociologists Bobert and Helen Lyvnd published Middlefown, a clas-
51 sludy of lile in Muncie, Indiana, a typical community in the American
heartland. The Lynds found that new leisure activities and a new empha
515 on consumpion had replaced politics as the focus of public coneem.
Elections were no longer "lively centers™ of public altention as in the nine

teenth century, and voler participation had [allen dramatically. National
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In what ways did the government promote business interests in the 15

stalislics bore oul therr poant; the turmoul of eligible voters, over 80 percent
i 1596, had dropped to less than 530 percent 1o 1924, Many factors helped o
explain thas dechioe, weluding (he conselidaiion of cue-party polilics m the
South, the long pericd of Eepubhican dommance 1o national elections, and
thie endranchisement of women, who [or many vears voled m lower numbers
thao men. Bul (he shilt [rom public to prvale concerns alse plaved a parl.
"The American cilizen’s Desh immportance Lo s country,” declared a Muncie

newspaper, s no longer that of a alizen bul that of a consamer.”

Governmment policies reflected the pro-business ethos of the 19205, Business
lobbwvisis dominated nabicoal conventions of the Bepublican Parly. They
called on the federal goveroment o lower lases on personal incomes and
busmess profils, maintain hagh aafls, and suppoct emnploy ecs” condinuing
campaign agamst unions, The admimisicaiions of Warren G, Hacding and

CalvinCoolidgeobliged. Under William Howacd Tall, appointed chiiel jusiice

i 1921, the Supreme Court remamed strongly conservaiive. A resurgence of

laissee-faire jurisprudence eclipsed the Progressive ideal of a secially active
national state. The Court siruck down a federal law that barred goods pro

duced by child labor from inlerstate comanerce. [ even repudiated Moller o
Crregone {see Chapler 18] 1o a 1923 decision overfurming a miniimum wage
law [or women o Washington, DU, Mow thal woren engoved (he vole, the

jusiices declared, they were entitled 1o the same workplace freedom as men.

Warren G. Harding tock oflice as president in 1921 promisiog a refurn o
"oormmealey” aller an era of Progressive relorm and world war. Rellecting
the prevailling get-rich-guick ethos, bis adminisiration quickly became
cne of the most corrupl in American history. Although his cabinet
mwicluded men of miegrity and talent, Like Secretacy of State Charles
Evans Hughes and Secretary of Commerce Herberlt Hoover, Harding also
surrcunded himsell with cromaes who used thewr offices Tor private gain.
Adtorney General Harry Daugherty accepled pavments nol [0 prosecule
accused coiminals. The most nodorious scandal involved Secretary of the
Interior Alberct Fall, who accepted nearly 2300000 from privale bus
nesstnen 1o whom he leased governmend ol reserves al Teapol Dome,
Wyoming. Fall becare the fivst cabioel member 1o hastory (o be convicted

ol a lelonw.
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A 1924 cartoon carmmenting
oft the scandals of the Harding
adrmirestration. The White Houss,

Lapeiol, and Washington Monurmeant

nave bean sald to the higheast Didder.

Tive election of Coolides

Business and foredgn affaies

Harding's successor, Calvin Coolidge, who as governor of Massachuseils

had won national fame lor using slate troops agamst sirking Boston
policemen in 1919, was a dour man of lew words, Bul in contrast to his
predeceszor he seemed Lo exemplily Yankee honesty. In 1924, Coolidge
was elected ina landslide, defeating John W, Davis, a Wall Streetl lawyer
nominated on the 103rd ballot by a badly divided Democratic convention.
(This was when the comedian Will Bogers made the guip, olten repeated
in future years, “I am a member of no organized political party: I am a
Dremaocral.”™)

One-sixth of the electorate in 1924 voled [or Bobert La Follette, ran
ning as the candidate of a new Progressive Partly, which called or greater
faxation of wealth, the conservalion of natural resources, public owner
ship of the railroads, farm reliel, and the end of child labor, La Follette
carried only his native Wisconsin, Bul his candidacy demonstrated the

survival of some currents of dissent in a haghly conservative decade.

Foreign allairs also rellected the close working relalionship belween busi

ness and government. The 19205 marked a retreat from Wilson's goal of
internationalizm in favor of unilateral American actions mainly designed
Lo increase exports and investment opporfunilies overseas, Indeed, what

15 somelimes called the “isolationism”™ of the 19205 represented a reaclion
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Why did the protection of civil libertics gain importance in the 15

agaitnst the disappoiniing resulls of Whlsoo™s malitary and diplomaiic
pursuit of reedom and democracy abroad. The United States did play
host Lo the Washiongtion Naval Avms Conlerence of 1922, which negodiated
reduclions m the navies of Britain, France, Japan, Daly, and the United
States. Bul the country remained oulside the League of Nations, Even as
American diplomals confimued Lo press lor access to markels overseas, the
Fordney-BMeCumber Tartll of 1922 rased taxes on imporied goods 1o ther
highest levels i bistory, a repudiation of Wilzon's principle of promoting
free rade.

As belore World War 1L the government dispatched soldiers wheo a
change 1 government m the Caribbean threatened American economic
infterests. Haviog been stationesd in Micaragua since 1912, American
marioes wilhidrew m 1925, Bul the troops soon celurned 1o an eflort o
suppress a nabonalist revoll headed by General Augusto César Sandino.
Having created a Mational Guard headed by General Anasiasio Somoza,
the marines hoally depacted i 1933, A vear laler, Somoza assassimaled
Sandioo and setzed power. For the oext [orty -live vears, e and his [am
ily ruled and plundered Nicaragua, Somoza was overthrown im 1978 by a

popular movernent calling itsell the Sandinistas (see Chapter 26).

THE BIRTH OF CIVIL LIBERTIES

Amoug (he casualites of World War [ and the 1920s was Progressivism's
faith that an active lederal government embodied the national purpose
and enbanced the engovment of freedom. Wartime and postwar repres-
sion, Prohibition, and the pro-business policies ol the 19206 all illusteated,
i the eves of many Progressives, how public power could go grievously
WD
This lesson opened (the door (o a new appreciation of civil liberties

rights an iodividual may assert even againsl democratic majoriies —as
essetbial elemends of American [reedom. In the name of a "oew [reedom

for the individual,” the 1920: saw the barth of a coherend concept of civil

liberiies and the begmnmgs of signibicand legal profection for [reedom of

speech against the goverumend.
Wartimme repression conlinued info the 19205 Arlislic works
wilh sexual themes were subjected (o rigorous censovship. The Posial

Service removed from the matls books if deemed obscene. The Costoms

THE EIARTH OF
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Service barred works by the sixteenth-century French satirist Rabelas,

Warttme repression comtineed

Tie Loat Generaiion

Schenck . United States

the modern novelist James Jovee, and many others Irom entering the
country. A local crusade against indecency made (he phirase "Baoned
in Boston”™ a term of ridicule among upholders of arlistic breedom.
Boston's Walch and Ward Comraties excluded sixiv-Iive books from
the city's bookstores, mcluding works by (he novelists Uplon Sinclair,
Theodore Drerser, and Ernest Hemiogway, In 1922 the hlm andustry
adopled the Havs code, a sporadically enboreed set of guidelines that
prohibifed movies from depichiog nudity, long kisses, and adultery, and
barred scripls that portrayved clergymen in a negative light or criminals
sympathetically.

Disillusionment with the conservatism of American pelitics and
the matertalism of the culture inspired some American ariisis and weil
ers o emdgrale 1o Paris. The Lost Generation of cultural exiles mncluded
novelisis and poels ke Emest Hemiogway, Gertrode Siem, and F. Scoit
Filzgerald., Europe, they bell, valued art and culture, and appreciated
uncestramed Ireedom of expression (and, of course, allowed individuals

o drink legally ).

The arrest of antiwar dissenters under the Espionage and Sedition Acts
ingpared the [ormation i 1917 of the Civil Liberties Burean, which m 1920
becarme (he American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). For the vesl of (he
century, the ACLL would take part in most of the landmark cases that
helped to bring aboul a “rights revoluiion” s elforis helped (o give mean
ing Lo raditional civil liberties like freedom of speech and invented new
ones, ke the nghl to pavacy. When il began, however, (he ACLL was a
srall, beleaguered organization.

Prior o World War I, the Supreme Courl bad done almost nothing Lo
protect the righls of unpopular mdnorities, Now, 11 was forced (o address
the gquestion of the permissible Hmils on poelitical and economae dissend.
[ 1919, (he Court upheld the constituiionalily ol the Esplovage Act and
the conviction of Charles T. Schenck, a socialist who had distribofed
antidraft leaflets throwgh the mails, Speakiong for the Court, Justice Oliver
Wendell Holmes declared that the Firsi Amendment did not prevent
Cougress [rom prohabiling speech (hal presented a “clear and present
danger”™ of inspiring illegal achions, A week alter Sehenck & Usided Stales, the
Court unanimoeusly upheld the conviciion of Eugene V. Debs for a speech

condemniog the war.
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Why did the protection of civil libertics gain importance in the 15

Aldso o 1919, the Couwrl upheld the conviciion of Jacob Abrams and Live
ociher men for disiribuliing pamphlels coiiical of American inleryvention
m Bussia alter (he Bolshevik revolution. This tme, however, Holmes and
Louis Brandess dissented, marking the emergence of a court minorily com
mutied fo a broader delense of [ree speech.
The tide of civil-hiberties decision making slowly began ta turn. By the
end of the 19205, the Supreme Court had voided a Kansas law thal made of
a crime o advocate unlawlul acts 1o change (he political or ecotomae svs
. ; .. . . . A breogder defense of free
term and one fvom Minnesola anthoriziong censorship of the press. The new speech g
regard [or free speech wenl bevond political expression. [n 1933, a federal
courl overturoed the Customs Service's ban on James Jovee's novel Dipsses,
a turnang poind m the battle against the censorship of works ol luerature,
Ajudicial delense of civil berties was slowly bemng borm. As Brandeis

[ILs

msisted, "Those who woo our independence beliesved . _ . that [reedom o
think as vou will and (o speak as vou think are indispensable (o the dis-
covery and spread of political trath. - . . The greatest menace (o freedom is

an mert people.”

THE CULTURE WARS

Although many Americans embraced modern urban culture with 11s
religions and ethnic pluralism, mass entectatnment, and hberated sexual
rules, others found it alarming. Many evangelical Protestants ell threat
ened by the decling of raditiooal values and (he increased visibility of
Catholicasm and Judaism because of immigration. They also resented
the growing presences within mamsiream Protestant denomioations of
"modernisis” who soughd fo miegrate science and religion and adagd
Christianiiy 1o the new secular culture.

Coovinced (hal the lueral truth of the Bible [ormed the basis of
Christian belief, fundamendalisis launched a campadgn (o rid Protestant
denomanalions of moedermism and (o combal (he new individoal freedoms
ihal seemed 0 contradict radifional meorality. Their mosi lamboyant
apostle was Billy Sunday, a talented professional baseball plaver who Eiily Sunday
becarme a revivalist preacher, Between 1900 and 1930, Suoday drew huge

crosvds with a highly theatrical preachiog style and a message denounciog
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A 1923 lithegraph by Gearge Ballows
captures the dynamic styls of the
st prominernl evangical praachar

ol thee 19208, Bdly Sunday.

Fedaral apenis with conliscated liguar
v Calorado i 182D, shortly after the

advent of Frohabatian.

sing ranging rom Darwinism o aleobol. Fundamentalism remained an
imporiant sirain of 1920% culiure and politics. Prohabiiion, which [unda-
meenialisis strongly supported, succeeded m reducimg the consumplbion of
aleohol as well as public drunkenness and drink-related diseases.
Prolubilion, however, remained a deeply divisive issue. The grealest
expansion of nalional awlhority sioce Beconsiruction, u raised major gues-
fioms of local rights, mdividual reedom, and the wasdom ol atiempling 1o
impese religious and mecal values oo (he entire society through legisla-

fiome. Il divided the Democratic Padty oo "wel” and “dry™ wings, leading

fo batler mibernal batiles al the party's 1924
ared 1928 nalional conventions.

Too many Americans deemed Prohi-
bition a violation of individuwal freedom lor
the flow of illegal liquor (o stop. In urban
areas, Probibation led to large profits Ter the
cwners of legal speakeasies and the “boot-
legpers”™ who suppliecd (them. It produced
widespread corrupiion as police and publie
olficials accepted bribes (o (urn a blind eyve

fo vicdations ol the law.

Ime 1925, a trial in Tennessee threw into
sharp reliel the division between (rads-

fonal values aod modero, secular culture,
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cre the major flash

John Scopes. a leacher in a Tennessee pub
lic school, was arrested for violating a state
law (hat prohibited (he teachimg of Charles
Darwin's theary of evolufion. His tral
became a vational sensalion.

The Scopes trial rellected the enduor-
mg lension belween wo American defi-
nitions ol freedom.  Fundamendalist
Christians, slrongesl m o rural areas of the
South and Wesi, cluog to (he fradifional
wlea of “moral” bberty —voluntary adher
ence o time-honored religions beliefs. The
theory thal man had evolved over millions
of vears rom ancesiors like apes conlra
dicted the biblical account ol creation. To Scopes's delenders imcluding the
American Civil Liberiies Unaon, freedom meand above all the righd (o inde
pendent (thought and mdividual sell-expression. To them, the Tenoessee
law ollered a lesson 1o the dangers of religious miolerance and the merger
of church and slate,

The renowoed labor lawyer Clarence Darvow delended Scopes. The
irial's haghlight came when Darrow called William Jeonnings Beyan (o the
stard as an "expert wilness" on the Bible. Bryvao revealed an almost com
plete Enorance of moedern science and proved unable o respond effectively
io Darrow s sarcastic quesioning. Asked whether God bad actually created
the world in six days, Bryvan replied that these should be understood as
ages, "nol six davs ol iwenty- fowr bours™ — (hus opening the door to the very
noulileral mierpretation of the Bible that the fundamentalists rejected.

The jury lound Scopes guiliv, although the Tennessee supreme courd
later overturoed the decision onoa technacality . Fundamendalisis retreated
for meany vears [rom batiles over public sducation, prelerring to build ther
o schiools and colleges where teaching could be done as they saw il The
baitle would be regomed, however, foward the end of (he twendieth cen-
tury. To this day, the teaching of (he theory ol evolution in public schools

arouses inlense debale 1o parts of the United Sates.

Few features of urban like seemed more alien (o rural and small-town
nalive-born Protestants than their immigrant populalions and cultures.

The wartime obsession with "100 percent Americanism”™ confinued

mito the 19205 o 1922, Oregon became the oaly state ever o reguire

EBecause o extresme haal, samea

a8 5o ol the Sooped fral wara Reid
outdoore, in rant o e 2aurthouse in
Dayton, Tennasses. & pholographer
gnapped hes pecture af the trigl's
clmE lic rmomeant, when Clarance
Darreww [#landing at 1he canter
guestionsad William Jennings Beyan
[Eaated) abeat Fes mibanorelaton af
the Eible.

Clareee Darrow aod #ilam

Fertings Hryan

“NH) pereent Amerieaiisn




A K Klux Klan gaihering i

Heaitle, Washinglan, in 1923, Tha
unrabad mambara of the aldienca
are cavaring their 1aces to aveed
dantilicabon. Unkke the Klan af tha
Haconatiustion ara, tha sacend

K Flux Flan was morse poseeiful in

lha Mol and Wheal than the South.

Restrrefrons o Eurapeds

rridrH APt R

all students (o attend public schools—a
measure aimed, said (he stale’s attorney
general, at abolishiog parochial education
and preveniimg “bolshevisis, syndicalists
and commumisls” from orgamzmg (her
ow i schools.

Perbiaps the mosl menacing expres
s1om of The idea thal enjoyvment of American
freedorm shouwld be lmited oo religious and
ethoic grounds was (he resurgence of the
Eu Klux Klan i the early 19205 The Klan
had been reborn 1o Atlanta 1o 1915 alter
the lynching of Leo Frank, a Jewish lac
fory manager accused of killing a leenage
irl, By the rmid-19205_ 10 clamed more than 3 mallion members, gearly all
white, native-born Protestants, maony ol whom held respected posilions
i their commmunilies. Unlike the Klan of Beconsiruction, the organiza
fion tow sank deep rools inoparts of (he Nocth and West, It became the
largest private organization in Indiana and ler a time contralled the sate
Republican Party. American civilizaiion, the new Klan insisted, was
endangered notl ouly by Blacks but by immigrands {especially Jews and
Catholics) and all the forces (feminism, unicos, timmorality, even, on occa

siom, the gland corporations) (hal endangered "individual iberty "™

The Klan's inflluence faded altec 1925, when s leader in Indiana was
convicted ol assaulling a voung woman. Bul the Klan's altacks onomodern
gecular culture and political radicalism and s demand that control of the
nabion e ceturned o “culizens ol (he old stock™ rellected sentiments widely
shared in (he 19205,

The 1920s produced a fundamental change o tmmigration policy.
Frior o World War I virfually all (he while persons who wished Lo pass
throwgh (he "golden door” into the Unated States and become cilizens were
able o do so. During the 1920s, however, the pressuce lor wholesale imomi-
gration restriction became irresislible,

In 1921, a femporary measure resioicted tmmigration [rom Europe
o 357,000 per vear {ooe-thard of the aonual average belore the warh
Three years laler, Congress permanently hmated European immagration

{o 150,000 per vear, distributed according 1o a series of national guolas
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ihal severely restricted the numbers from
southern and eastern Europe. However,
o sabisly (he demands of large Larmers
i Calilornia who relied heavily on sea-
sonal Mexican labor, the 1924 law estab
lished oo limats on immdgralion fvom the
Western Hemisphere,

The immugraion law did bar the
endry of all those ineligible for naturalized
cilizenship—that 15, (he entive population
of Asia, even though Japan had loughi on
the American side in World War L

Although a few Chinese had tried 1o
enter the couniry o the pasi in spile of
exclusion legislation, the law of 1924 esiab
lished, in effect, for the first Hme a new category —the “illegal alien” With
il came a vew enlorcement mechanism, the Border Patrol, charged with
policiog (the land boundasies of the Daited States and empowered to arrest
and deport persons who entered (the country o violation of the new nation
ality quotas or other restriciions, A term later associated almost exclusively
with Latinos, "illegal alens” al Hirst relerred matnly (o sowlbern and eaxsiermn

Europeans who tried (o sneak across the border from Mexico or Canada.

The vew tromigration law rellecied the beighlened smphasis on "race”

as a delerminant of public policy. By the early 1920%, poliical leaders of

both Morth and South agreed on the relegation ol blacks Lo second-class
cilizenship. Bul “race policy”™ meant Far more than black-white relations.
When President Coolidge signed (he oew law, his secretacy of labor,
James |. Davis, commenlted (hal immigration policy musl now rest on a
biclogical definition of the ideal population. Although snacted by a highly
conservalive Congress strongly wlluenced by opativism, the 1924 i
gralion law also rellecied the Progressive desire (o improve the "guality”™
of democratic citizenship and to employ scendihe methods (o set public
policy. 1L revealed how (hese aims were overland with pseudo-scientific
assumphions aboul (he superiority aod inberioriy of pariicular "races.”
But the enbive concepl of race as a basis [or public policy lacked any

ralivoal foundation. The Supreme Cowrt admulbed as much 1o 1923 when

i regected (he claim of Bhagat Smgh Thind, ao Indiao-born World War 1

The irenigratian lae of 1524

estabirshed the Baorder Patrd fo
grap these barred irom anisy from
sneaking milo the United States frarm
P axics, AL lirgl, the patrol was a
madas] aparation. Hare, tad oflicers

palice the Calilermia-Mexicn Doerder.

A "Welarically fdeal”
Junparfa o
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COUNTRY

MNorthern and Western Europe:

Great Britain and Mortham
Ireland

Garmany
Ireland

Scandinavia (Swedan, Morway,
Denmark, Finland]

Southern and Easternm Europe:
Podand

Italy

Fussia

Other:

Africa (total of waricus
colonies and countries)

Western Hamisphera

Asia (China, India, Japan, Korea)

fiemie Americans

OUOTA [IMMIGEANTS IN 1914
65,721 48,728 (Great Britain only)
25857 35,734
17,853 24,688 (includes Morthern Ireland
7241 29,391
6,524 (Mot an indepandent state; included in
Garmany, Russia, and Austria-Hungary)
5,802 283,738
2,784 255 660
1,000 1,539
Mo quota limit 122 685
1] 11,652

veleran, who asserted that as a "pure Arvan,” he was actually while and
cauld therelore become an American eilizen. "White,” the Court declared,
was nal a scienlibic concept at all, but part of “common speech, Lo be inter
preted with the understanding of the common man” (a forthright state

ment af whal later scholars would call the “social constroction™ of race).

[n the face of immigration restriction, Prohibition, a revived Ko Klux Klan,
and widespread anti-Semitism and anti-Catholicism, immigrant groups
asserled the validity ol culfural diversity and identilied toleration of
diflerence—religious, cultural, and individual —as the essence of American
reedorm. Ineffect, they reinvented themselves as "ethmic” Americans, claiming

an eqqual share in the nation's life but, in addition, the right o remain in
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What were the major flash points between fundamentalism and pluralism in the 15

many respects culturally distingt. The Boman Cathohe PEABOCT CONSERYATCRY OF MUSIC

Church urged immigrants to learm English and embrace

ur TEmss o i Osinoic FRckiT

Bl TELCAE, AT

"American principles,” bul i condinwed o maintain sep ——— i
E L . L k Hlanolsi Madimik B

arale school: and other insbtuiions. Throughout the ] T P,

coundry, orgamzaiions like the Ant-Delfamation League - .

of B'oat B'rith {lounded m 1916 (o combal andi-Semilism) eniall ¥
i

and the Matiwonal Cathiolie Wellare Counctl lobbied, mmoihe ':‘-"-TE‘

name of "personal bberiv,” for laws prohibiliog discrimi- w3

: G [y |
nation against mmmigranls by emplovers, colleges, and ;{h =

gy R

EOVETTUTLET AZencies, T Amp ai” Fewrary Hhifived.
The ellorts of immigrand communities o resist
e : S s “armaltaa
coerced Americanization and of the Catholic Churche (o 1553 gl 1.,
detend s school sysiem broadeoed the defindion of
liberty for all Amercans, Io landmark decisions, the Bt Bl
Supreme Courl slrock down Oregon's law, mendioned T = giTY, Wi B arlsvel mbu-

deniti mre sonigrivid O S PembRT SoRde e T

carlier, requiring all siudends {o atiend public schools
and Nebraska's law prohibiling feaching in a language
olther than English—one of (he anbi-German rmeasures
of World War I The Meyer o0 Nedwiaska (1923) decision
expanded the freedom of all immegrant groups. In its altermath, fedecal
courls overtumed various Hawan laws imposimg special [axes and regu
lations on private Japanese-language schools, In these cases, the Courl
alse oterprefed the Fourleenth Amendmeot's guacaotee of equal lib-
erty 1o include the rght o “marry. establish a borme and bring ap ol
dren” and o practice religion as ooe chose, “withow! nterference from

the siate” The decisions gave pluralism a constifuiional fouodation.

The 19205 also wilnessed an upsurge ol sell-consciousness among black
Americans, especially m (he Morih's urban ghettos. With Ewropean
irnroagration all but halted, the Great Migration of World War 1 contin

uwed apace as nearly 1 million blacks left the South during the decade.

Mew York's Harlem gamed an international repulaiion as the “capital” of

black America, a mecca for magrants rom the South and imrmigrands from
the Wesl Indies, 150,000 of whom entered the United States between
1800 amd 19300 Unlike the southern neweormers, mos of whorme had been
agriculivral workers, the West Indians mcluded a large number of well
educated professional and while-collar workers, Their encounter with
American racism appalled them. *T bad beard of prejodice in America,”
wrole the poel and novelist Claude MeKay, who emigrated [rom Jamaica

i 1912, “but never dreamed of it being so inlensely bitter.”

Tary truly pmre,

1

¥ P
e 0T N e

Facigmn savarely bnited the
oppartunie=s opan 1o black
Amensans. Hara, the intermatmnally
rerkened Faabody Congersalong
of Musgic fiforms a black applicant
that bz cannot pursie hig mugscal

eduz ation thers.

Cartihiean (irmboran i
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VOIGES OF FREEDOM

The French writer André Siegfried in 1928 commented on the rise of an industrial economy and

consumer culture and the changes they produced in American society.

MNever has Europe more eagerly observed, studied, discussed America; and never ... have the two
continents been wider apart in theirv aspivations and ideals. . . . Europe, after all, is nod very difterent from
what it was a generation aga; but there has been barn since then a new America. .. .

The conguest of the continent has been completed, and—all recent American historians have nobed
the significance of the event—the western frontier has disappeared; the pioneer is no longer needed,
and, with him, the myvstic dream of the West . . . has faded away. Thus came the beginning of the era of
organizaticn: the new problem was not fo conquer adventurowsly but to produce methedically. The great
man of the new generation was no longer a pioneer like Lincoln . .. but ... Henry Ford. From this time
on, America has been no more an unlimited prairvie with pure and infinite horizons, in which free men
may sport like wild horses, but a huge factory of prodigious efficiency. . .

In the last twenty-hve or thirty vears America has produced a new civilization. . . . From a meral pairt
of vier, it is cbvious that Americans have come o consider their standard of living as a somewhat sacred
acquisition, which they will defend at any price. This means that they would be ready to make many an
intelleciual or even moral concession in order o maintain that standard.

From a pofitical paint of view, it seems that the notion of efficiency of preduction is on the way to taking
| precedence over | the very notion of liberty. In the name of efficiency, one can obiain, from the American,
all sorts of sacrihces in relation to his personal and even to certain of his political liberties. . ..

Mass production and mass civilization, its natural consequence, are the true characteristics of the new
Aomerican society. . . . Lincoln, with his Bikle and classical tradition, was easier lor Europe to understand
than Ford, with his total absence of tradition and his proud creation of new methods and new standards,

eapecially conceived for a world entively difterent from ocur awn.
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From Majority Opinion, Justice James C.

McRevnolds, in Meyer v. Nebraska (1923)

A landmark in the development of civil liberties, the Supreme Court’s decision in Meper .
Nebvaska rebuked the coercive Americanization impulse of World War I, overturming a Nebraska

law that required all school instruction to take place in English,

The prablem for our determination is whether the statute [ prohibiting instruction in a language other
than Emglish] as constroed and applied unreasonably infringes the liberty guaranteed . .. by the
Fourteenth Amendment. . .

The American people have always regarded edueation and acquisition of knowledge as matters of
supreme importance which should be diligently promoted. . . . The calling always has been regarded as
usetul and honorable, essential, indeed, to the public weltare, Mere knowledge of the German language
cannot reasonably be regarded as harmbul. Heretolore it has been commonly looked upon as helptul
and desirable. |Mever| taught this language in schoal as part of his eccupation. His right to teach and
the right of parents 1o engage him 50 to instruct their children, we think, are within the liberty of the
Amendment.

tis said the purpose of the legislation was to promaete civil development by inhibiting training and
education of the immature in foreign tongues and ideals belore they eould learn English and acquire
American ideals.. .. It is also affrmed that the foreign born population is very large, that certain
communities commaonly use foreign words, follow Foreign leaders, move in a foreign atmasphere, and
that the children are theretore hindered from becoming citizens of the most useful type and the public
gafety is impaired.

That the State may do much, go very far,
indeed, in order to improve the quality of its
citizens, phyvsically, mentally, and morally, is QUESTIONS
clear; but the individual has certain fundamental 1. Why does Siegfried frel that
rights which must be respected. The protection of Europeans no longer find America
the Constitution extends to all, to those who speak e R
understandable?
other languages as well as to those borm with

Englizh on the tongue. Perhaps it would be highly 2. How does the decision in Meyer v.
advantageous if all had ready understanding of Mebraska expand the definition of
our ordinary speech, but this cannot be coerced by liberty protected by the Fourteenth
methods which conflict with the Constitution. .. . Amendment?

Mo emergency has arisem which rendered

knowledge by a child of some language other 3. How do the fwo cxcerpis reflect the
than English so clearly harmiul as to justify its changes American society experienced
inhibition with the consequent intringement of inm Hre 19005 and 19320s7

right= long freely enjoved.
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A black tamily armving o Chicags in
1922, a5 parl of the Great Migralsn
Trom the rurad South.

Fitorand culture

The 19205 became Famous for " slumming,” as groaps of whiles visiled
Harlew's dance halls, jaze clubs, and speakeasies in search ol exohie
adventure. The Harlerm of the while timagination was a place ol primdlive
passions, ree rom (he pucitanical vesiramis of mamsiream American
culture. The real Harlem was a communily of widespread poverily, ils
residents conlined (o low-wage jobs and, because housing discrimmalion

barred them [rom other neighborbioods, foreed o pay exorbitaot rents.

But Harlem alse was home (o a vibrand black cultural commuonaty that
eslablished links with New York's ariisiic mainstream. Poels and novel-
1515 such as Countee Cullen, Langsion Hughes, and Claude MoKay were
belriended and sponsored by while intelleciuals and published by whate
presses, Broadway for the first e presented black aclors in serous dra-
malic rodes, as well as shows such as Divie fo Broodway and Blackbivds that
[eafured greal enterfainers such as the simgers Flovence Mills and Ethel
Walers and the lap dancer Bill Bobinsoun.

The term “New Negro.” associated in politics with pan-Alvicanizm
and the miluancy of (he Garvey moverment, m oarl meant (he rejection
al established stereolypes and a search Tor Black values to put in their
place. Thas quest led the wrilers of whal came Lo be called the Harlem

Renaissance o the roots of the Black experience— Alrica, the rural South's
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What were the major flash points between fundamentalism and pluralism in the 19208F

folk traditions, and the lile of the urban ghetto. Harlem Renaissance wril
ings also contained a strong element of protest. This mood was exemplified
by McKav's poem "IF We Must Die” a response o the race riols of 1919,
The poem affirmed that blacks would no longer allow themselves (o be

murdered delenselessly by whiles:

IF we must die, let it nod be like hogs

Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot,

While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs,
Making their mock at our accursed lot. ...

Like men we'll face the murderous, cowardly pack,
Pressed to the wall, dying, but fighting back!

Winston Churchill would invoke MeKav's words (o inspire the British

public during World War I1.

THE GREAT DEPRESSION

Few men elected to the presidency have seemed destined lor a more
successlul term in office than Herbert Hoover. Born in Iowa in 1874,
Hoover accumulated a lortune as a mining engineer working for firms
in Asia, Alrica, and Eorape. During and immediately alter World War 1.
he gained international fame by coordinating overseas lood reliel. In
1922, while serving as secrelary of commerce, he published American
Indrvidualism, which condemned government regulation as an interference
with the ecomomic opporfunilies of ordinary Americans bul also insisted
thal sell-interest should be subordinated to public

service., Hoover considered himsell a Progressive,

although he prelerred what he called "associational
action,” in which private agencies directed regulatory
and wellare policies, to government inlervention in the
ECOTIOIY,

Alter “silent Cal” Coolidge in 1927 handed a piece
of paper o a group of reporters that stated, "I do not
choose to run for president in 19257 Hoover guickly
ererged as his successor. Accepling the Republican
nomination, Hoover celebrated the decade’s prosperily
and promised that poverty would "zoon be banished
from this earth.” His Democratic opponent was Allred

E. Smith. the first Catholic to be nominated by a major

K51 FOR HERBERT HOOVER

CHARLES
N the Frospeniy

The "New Negra®

A 1926 campalgn poster for the

Republican tickat of Harber Hoower

and Charles Curtes.

CURTIS
airad Pl Agrmrari
attal {pouis” fcwne.

THE GREAT DEPREESION

ﬁl.
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Frasidant Harbart Hoower (al cantar,
makl to the woman), at the sganing

day basaball game in Washington

DG, Aprl 17, 1823,

Party
7 Republican
B Democrat
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Candidate
Hoower
Smith

Electeral Vote Fopular Yote
{Ghare) E

444 (82.6%) 21391381 (g8.2%)
B7 (28_4%) 15,006 443 (40.9%)

party. Although he had no lamily connection with the new immigranls
[romn southern and eastern Europe (his grandparents had emigrated Trom
[reland), Smith emerged as their symbolic spokesman. He served three
terms as governor of New Yook, securing passage ol laws himiling the
hours ol working wormen and children and establishing widows' pensions.
Smith denounced the Bed Scare and called [or the repeal of Prohibition.
Zmith's Catholicizm became the locus of (he race. Many Protestant
manislers and religious publications dencunced him [or his [@ith, For
the first fime since Beconstruction, Republicans carried several southern
slates, rellecting the strength of anli-Catholicism and nativism among
religions [undamentalists. On the other hand, Smith carcied the nation’s
twelve largest cilies and won significant support in economically strug-
gling larm areas. With more than 58 percent of the vole, Hoover was
elected by a landslide. But Smith's campaign helped (o lay the foundation
[or the triumphant Democratic coalition of the 1930%, based on urban eth

nie volers, farmers, and the South.

O October 21, 1929, President Hoover traveled to Michigan to take part
in the Golden Anniversary of the Festival of Light, organized by Henry
Ford to commemaorate the invention of the
lightbull: by Thomas Edison [ty yvears
earlier. Eight davs later, on Black Tuesdav,
the stock market crashed. As panic sell
ing sel in, more than 310 billion in market
value (equivalent to more than ten times
that amount in todav's money) vanished
i five hours. Saon, the United Stales and,
indeed, the entire world lound isell in the
grip of the Great Depression, the greatest
economic disaster in modern history.

Even before 1929, signs of economac
irouble had become evident. Southern
Califormia and Florida experienced Iren
zied real-estate speculation and then spec
tacular busts, with banks [ailing. land
remaining  undeveloped, and morigages
Share) loreclosed. The highly unequal distribution
of income and the prolonged depression in

larm regions reduced American purchasing
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What were the cawses of the Great Depression. and how effective were the government's responses by 159,

power. Sales of new autos and household consumer goods stagnated alter
1926, European demand for American goods also declinged, pactly because
mdusicey (there had recovered from wariime desiruciion.

A fall m the bBloated slock market, driven ever lagher during the
1920 by speculalors, was mevitable, Bul it came with such severity (hai i
destroved many of the invesiment companies [hal had been created (o buay
and sell stock, wiping outl thousands of invesiors, and U greatly reduced
business and consumer conhdence.

The global financial svsiem was ill-eguipped 1o deal with the down
fuen. Germany defaulted oo reparaiions pavments o France aod Brifaio,
leading these governments (o stop repaving debls to Amerncan banks.
Throughout the industrial world, banks failed as depositors withdrew
money, Fearful that they could no longer cound on the promuse o redeem
paper money o gold. Millions of families lost their lile savings.

Although stocks recovered somewhatl in 1930, they soon resurmed
therr releniless downward slide. Between 1929 and 1932, (he price of a
share of U.E Sieel [ell from 3262 (o 522, and General Molors from 573
io 28 Four-Olths of the Rockeleller Family fociune disappeared. To 1932,
the economy hil rock bottom. Since 1929, the gross national product {the
value of all the goods and services in the counlry ) had fallen by one-third,
prices by nearly 40 percednl, and more thao 11 mallion Americans

25 percent of the labor force—could oot find work. UA. Steel, which had

eraployed 225,000 full-time workers 0 1929 had nooe at (he end of

1932 Those who retained (heir jobs conlronted reduced hours and drea
malically reduced wages, Every industrial

coonorny swllered, bol the Uniled Stafes,

ol criifs

A deepentinie recessiton
r

Thres manths belare e stock

markat crash, The Aagazins of

L¥at Sireer was avedly Bncour &g

feadars to purchase stocka,

whach had led (he wayv in prosperity io the BUY! REPEATED
1920%, was hil hardest of all.
BUY! PersisTent
.

BUY! abvices

= . . 1 [TIEY]
e Depression fransbormed American I
= : : Mhe
lile, Hundreds of thowsands of people

fook to the road 1 search ol work. Hungry Have YOU made REAL PROFITS in These Stocks?

mmemds  che

ok makrs ar

el o
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men and women lined (he sireels of major Did YOU BUY
e = . L ed Chemme] L8 up—row )
cilhwes, In Detroal, 4,000 children stoad R R ficm I3 mp—m X30
N . ; . L mwrioen Seoeitirgg IBS wp—now 360
i bread lines each day seeking [ood. : Tragn. B L & P T up—riewr 135
E Cnll Dol T T #5 up—mow 150
L e ol M e mpnl s ik ML F-ter, Haseesler v 135wy
[ousands of lamilies, evicted [rom thei el B 170
3 [C T Y N ] —dur ]
homes, moved mito ramshackle shanty e Gt 155 ap—mae 250

towns, dubbed Hoovervilles, thal sprang
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Unemployed men ned up culssd
A Chicaga scup kdchen in 1331,
Lharitable institulions ke thes one
warg gversfalmed by he advent o

1he Greal Depressian.

A Hooverwlle—a shantylown creataed
oy hoamelkess squatlers—autside
Seattle, Washinglon, in 1934,

up in parks and oo abandoved land. Ion Chicago, where hall the work-
ing population was unemployved al the beginning of 1932, Mavor Anlon
Cermak felephoped people individually, beggiong (them o pay ther
faxes, When the Soviel Union adveriised its need Tor skilled workecs, it
received more than 100,000 apphcations from the Unifed States,

The Depression actually reversed the long-standing movermend of

populaiion from larmes o cilies. Maoy Americans lell caties Lo iey 1o grow
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What were the causes of the Greal Depression, and bow cffective were the government’s responses by 1932F

food lor ther famibies. In 1935, 33 million people hved oo s —more
than al any previows poind m American bistory. But rural areas, aleeady
poor, saw families ceduce (he number of meals per dav and chaldren go
bareloot. Whath the future shrouded in uneertainty, the Amerncan suicide
rate rose to the highest level i the nabion's lustory, and the arthrate fell
1o the lowest.

The mage of Mg busimess, carelully cultivated during (he 19205,
collapsed as congressional invesligalions revealed massive irregular-
fies commitied by bankers and stockbrokers. Banks had knowingly sold
worthless bonds, Prominent Wall Streeters had unloaded their own port

Iolios whale advising small invesiors o maintam ther holdings. Richard

Whitney, the president of the Mew York Stock Exchange, was convicted of

stealimg funds from customers, includiog [rom a Tond (o aid widows and

orphans. He ended up in jail.

Many Americans reacted o the Depression with cesignation o Blamed
themselves for economac musloriune, Dthers responded wilh profesis thad
were al firsl spontaneous aond unceordinated, simee unions, socialis organa
zalions, and other groups thal maghl bave provided disciplimed leadership
had been decimated during the 19205, In (he spring of 1932, 20,000 aoem
ploved World War [ velerans descended on
Washington o demand early pavment of a
bonus due m 1945, ouly 1o be driven away
by tederal soldiers. Thal summer, led by
I:l:u'.' charismatic Milo Eeno, a lu:l':m-:.':r lowa
Fopulisl, the Natiwonal Farmers” Holiday
Associalion profested low prices by fem-
poracily blocking roads o the Midwesi (o
prevent Farm goods from getting (o markel.
Only the munuscule Communist Party
seemaed able Lo give a political focus o the
anger and despair. One labor leader later
recalled that the Communists “brought
rmusery out of hiding." formng unemployed
councils, sponsoring marches and demon
sirations for public assizlance, and profesi-
mig (he evichion of uoemploved Tamalies

fromn thedr hormes.

Carmmunist Party headguarters in

Mew York City, 1832, The banners
illustrate the varsty of aclivilies the
party coganized m the early 19305,
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Andrew Mellon

Hovaer and dsecialiong!

LT T

An unermpleyed man and warman

el apples o a city street durindg

1he Greal Depressian.

[on (he eves of maoy Americans, President Hoover's response 1o the
Depression seemed madequale and uncariog. Leading advisers, including
Andrew Mellon, the wealthy secretary of the treasury, [old Hoover that
evomcrmic downlurns were a normal part of capitalism, which weeded oul
unproductive irms aond encouraged moral viclue amoog the less foria
nate. Businessmen sirongly opposed federal aid (o the unermployed, and
many publications called lor indiveidual "belt-tightenmg"” as the road (o
TECOVETY,

The federal government bad vever [aced an economac crisis as severs
as the Greal Depression. Few political leaders understood how imporiant
consumer spendmg had become o (he American econcmy. In 1931, Hoover
quoted former president Grover Cleveland from four decades earlier: "The
Covernmment should not support the people. . . Federal ad | wealiens the
sturdiness of our national character”

Sirongly ocpposed ou principle o divect federal iolervention o the
ecomomy, Hoover remmamed comommtied 1o "associational action.™ He put
his faith in volundary steps by business 0 maintam investment and
employmment —somethmg few found it possible (o do—and efforts by local
charily organizations 1o assist needy neighbors, He allempled 1o resiore
public conbdence, making frequent pubhe statements that “the tide had
furped.” But (hese made ham mereasingly seem oul of touch with reality.
Aboul the unemgloved men who appeared on culy sireels offering apples
al hve cends aprece, Hoover would later
write, "Many persons left their jobs or the

more prolitable one of selling apples.”

Some admimstration remedies, like the
Hawley -Smool Tarilf, which Hoover signed
with seavie reluctance o 1930, madse the oo
nomic siluation worse, Basiog the already
high taxes on mmported goods, i mspiresd
sirular mereases abroad, further reducing
mderoalional frade.

By 1932, Hoover had o admat that
volunfary aclion had faled Lo stem the

Depression. He siguned laws creating the
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What were the causes of the Greal Depression, and bow cffective were the government’s responses by 193

Reconstruction Finance Corporation, which loaned money o [ailing
banks, railroads. and other businesses, and the Federal Home Loan Bank
System, which offered aid to home owners (hreatensd with loveclosure.
Having velosd previous bills o create emplovment through public-works
projects ke road and bedge construciion, be now approved a measure
approprialiog nearly 32 billion for such intfiatives aod helping (o Tond
local reliel efforts. These were dramatic depariures [rom previouns federal
eoonomic policy. Bol he adamantly opposed offering direct reliel (o the

unemployed.

In 1927, the New Schoal [or Social Eesearch 1o New York Cilv organnzed
a series of lectures on (he theme ol freedom o the modern world. The lec
fures painted a depressing poricant of American [reedom on the eve ol the
Greal Depression. The "sacred dogmas of patriohism and Blg Business,”
said the educator Hovace Kallen, domioated teaching, the press, and public
debate. A delintiion of freedom rergned supreme that celebrated the unim
peded reggn of econormie enderprise vel lolerated (he survelllance of privaie
life and individual conscience.

The prosperity of the 19205 had ceinforced this defintiion of [ree
dom. With the economic crash, compounded by the ineflectiveness of the
Hoover adramstration's response, 0 would be discredated. By 1932, the
seeds had aleeady been planted for a new coucepiion of Ireedom thal com
bined wo dilferent elements in a sometimes uneasy syathesis, One was
ithe Progressive beliel in a socially conscious stale making constructive
changes in economie arrangements, The other, which arose in the 19205,
cendered on respect lor civil liberties and cultural pluralism and declaced
ihal realms of life hke group idemdily, personal bebavior, and (he ree
expression of wWeas lay oulside legtiimate state concern. These (wo prin
ciples would become the hallmarks of modern Liberalism, which during

the P8R0 would redefime American freedom.

Ll riimid il el

A e et eefelran of [reedam
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