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Laboratory Format for Lab Reports 
 
Title Page (Contains title, author, course name, experiment number; and report dates.) 
Abstract or Summary: (brief description of experiment's purpose and outcome) 
 
Hypothesis: (Clearly states the correct purpose/ hypothesis, which scientific principles are to be 
tested and the variables involved.) 
 
Methodology: (In clear, concise sentences with step-by-step format. Include a list of materials 
employed followed by a walkthrough of what you did) 
 
Observations and Results: (pictures followed by a general description of what you observed, 
and/or any relevant data tables created. I love pictures and illustrations especially of your lab set 
up, test tubes before and after, or sketches of in colored pencils of what you saw under the 
microscope. Be sure to include what magnification you are looking at. I love to see a detailed 
observation and description of what you saw. Send the pictures as individual attachments not 
embedded in the report. If the report gets too large, you will not be able to post it to Blackboard, 
so attach each image as a JPEG separately. 
 
Complete description of what occurred stated in complete sentences. Data is used accurately in 
reporting/analyzing the results. Error analysis present and correct.) 
 
Conclusion or Discussion: (your interpretation of the results as aided by answering the 
questions provided at the end of the lab, and if there was any deviance from what you think was 
supposed to happen) Well written and logical paragraph of explanation supported by data that 
addresses the objectives, scientific principles, and ends with the ‘big picture. Includes scientific 
error and pro-poses inquiry for un-answered questions. Should be at least six sentences. 
 
Answer the Questions: Answer all of the questions from the Lab Manual from LabPaq. They 
provide useful templates that you can just fill in. 
 
References: Include references beyond the book or LabPaq that enhance your understanding and 
interpretation of the laboratory. For online references include the complete URL or web address 
not just “Wikipedia.” I always want to see references !!! 
 
Here is a typical grading form that I use: 
 


Points earned out of 100 possible points: 
 
Format: title, abstract, methods, observation, results, conclusion, etc. - 20 points 
Questions – 30 points 
Content – 30 points 
References: beyond the text and lab manual – 10 points 
Pictures, Sketches, Illustrations – 10 points 
 
Total points earned out of 100 possible points:   100 








 
Good luck to all of you! Enjoy and have fun! 
Jim 
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