When people think
about the education
of children, they
usually think about
schools.  However,

for a considerable
number of children around the world education

does not mean going to school, it means being
1 taught at home in the family. it is legal to home

educate in many countries, although in
Germany, Greece, Hong Kong and Brazil it is
iliegal.
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Parents who choose to home educate argue
thellt many people have forgotten that, for young
children at least, home education was the
preferred option for anyone who could afford
it up to quite recently. They argue that children
learn better in the comfort of their own homes.
They are also free to interact with their parents

| and other adults in a way that allows them to

- | ©Xplore areas that interest them, at their own

| Supporters of home education say that children
2'° NOt restricted by the subject matter of a
| STOW curTiculum or by the content of school
' 9OOKS. This has the effect of making them

process of learning. Yet the range
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CUcaiors believe that school creates
and highly stressful social situation

children in particuiar find diffieult
1e educated children are free
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their brothers and sist

peaceful and harmonious home atmosphere.
However, thare may be a reduction in children s

contact with their peers and they may lose the
ability to make friends of their own age.

it 1s also claimed by believers in this system
that the children find it easier to sogialise with
adults because they are not part of the tormayl
culture that characterises schoal life. This has
long-term advantages because it means that
if children encounter problems they are not
fnrced_ o seek advice solely from people as
young as themselves, They can turn to older
family members for a mare mature perspective
on the problems they are facing.

Trayelling to and from school is tiring and time-
consuming. Children educated at schogl often
arrive fiome exhausted with little energy left to
complete their homework and no time to relax.
Home educated children 4o not need to 'waste
their time orf travel and are free to usa their
time and energy more productively.

Not everycne agrees with all of the advaitages
that are claimed by home educators and many
actively ‘oppose it as a system. One very serigus
area of concern is the fact that it is difficult
to ¢heck on the progress of children who are
home educated. Thete have been examples of
unsuccessful home education where children
have not been learning effectively. Education
authorities have been unaware of these cases
and therefore unable to help the chilgren
concerned.

No doubt the debate about whether it is bsttgr
10 home educate or send children to school will
continue for many years Yo come.
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