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It may be objected that many who are capable of the higher pleasures 0CCa-
sionally, under the influence of temptation, postpone them to the lower, But ;.

is quite compatible with a full appreciation of the intrinsic superiority of (.
higher. Men often, from infirmity of character, make their election for the near,

g00d, though they know it to be the less valuable; and this no less when the chojce
is between two bodily pleasures than when it is between bodily and mental. They
pursue sensual indulgences to the injury of health, though perfectly aware tha;
health is the greater good. It may be further objected that many who begin with
youthful enthusiasm for everything noble, as they advance in years, sink intq
indolence and selfishness. But I do not believe that those who undergo this very
common change voluntarily choose the lower description of pleasures in prefer-
ence to the higher. I believe that, before they devote themselves exclusively to the
one, they have already become incapable of the other. Capacity for the nobler
feelings is in most natures a very tender plant, easily killed, not only by hostile
influences, but by mere want of sustenance; and in the majority of young persons
it speedily dies away if the occupations to which their position in life has devoted
them, and the society into which it has thrown them, are not favorable to keeping
that higher capacity in exercise. Men lose their high aspirations as they lose their
intellectual tastes, because they have not time or opportunity for indulging them;
and they addict themselves to inferior pleasures, not because they deliberately
prefer them, but because they are either the only ones to which they have access or
the only ones which they are any longer capable of enjoying. It may be questioned
whether anyone who has remained equally susceptible to both classes of pleasures
ever knowingly and calmly preferred the lower, though many, in all ages, have
broken down in an ineffectual attempt to combine both.

From this verdict of the only competent judges, I apprehend there can be no
appeal. On a question which is the best worth having of two pleasures, or which
of two modes of existence is the most grateful to the feelings, apart from its moral
attributes and from its consequences, the judgment of these who are qualified by
knowledge of both, or, if they differ; that of the majority among them, must be
admitted as final. And there needs be the less hesitation to accept this judgment
respecting the quality of pleasures, since there is no other tribunal to be referred
to even on the question of quantity. What means are there of determining which
is the acutest of two pains, or the intensest of two pleasurable sensations, excep!
the general suffrage of those who are familiar with both? Neither pains nor plea-
sures are homogeneous, and pain is always heterogeneous with pleasure. What 1S
therg to decide whether a particular pleasure is worth purchasing at the cost of
particular pain, except the feelings and judgment of the experienced? When,
tl}erefore, tthse feelings and judgment declare the pleasures derived from the
higher faculﬁﬂes to be _preferable in kind, apart from the question of intensity, ‘€
those of which t‘he animal nature, disjoined from the higher faculties, is suscepti-
ble, they are entitled on this subject to the same regard. 4
pe hIa ha‘;'; dwelt or}dthls C{Jomth as b.eing' part of a perfectly just conception qf ll;ltﬂ:]f(};
meangz ess considered as the directive rule of human conduct. But it 15 Y '

n indispensable condition to the acceptance of the utilitarian standard; 0




