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inwilling to acknowledge it as the fundamental
purce of moral obligation. I might go much fur
riori moralists who deem it necessary to argue
adispensable, It is not my present purpose to cr
ot help referring, for illustration, to a systematic

principle of morality and the
ther and say that to all those g
at all, utilitarian arguments are
iticize these thinkers; but I can-

lay down a universal first
obligation; it is this: “So act that the
gle on which thou actest would admit of being adopted as a law by all rational
eings.” But when he begins to deduce from this precept any of the actual duties
fmorality, he fails, almost grotesquely, to show that there would be any contra-
jction, any logical (not to say physical) impossibility, in the adoption by all ratio-

al beings of the most outrageously immoral rules of conduct. All he shows is

hat the consequences of their universal adoption would be such as no one would
oose to incur.

On the present occasion, I'shall, without further discussion of the other theo-
§, attempt to contribute something toward the understanding and appreciation
f the “utilitarian” or “happiness” theory, and toward such pr 1t i
le of. It is evident that this cannotbe proof in the ordinary and popular meanin

if the term. Questions of ultimate end :

§ are not amenable to direct roof.
Vhatever can be proved to be good must -

omething admitted to be good without
Before, . |

om what it is not, and disposing of s
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Iginate in, or are closely connected with,
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wving thus prepared the ground, T shall aft
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