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Second Section: Transition from Popu lar Moral Philoswopby
to the Metaphysics of Morals

works according to laws. Only a rational being has the
capacity of acting according to t.h.e conception 'of' laws. (iju‘ﬁﬂ'a;‘f‘dglg -tt} prini
ples). This capacity 1 the will. Since reason 1s r'eqmre* for t t* ~em'a[}l;|l*lt:rp
actions from laws, will is nothing less than pracﬂgal reason. lt reaafmbl_ma} '
determines the will, the actions which such a being recognizes as o ‘lsctlwff:ly
necessary are also subjectively necessary. Tl?at s, th'e will is a fa_cul‘t?' of L-' L:Oj?[f
only that which reason, independently of .mclmatlon, recognizes Ts Sr::ur;; ;.
necessary (i.e., as good). But if reason of 1tsel‘f does not sufﬁcwrﬁﬂl y dete o
the will, and if the will is subjugated to subjective C.O'IldlthI:lS (certam‘lp;enwm :
which do not always agree with the objective coqdlnpnsmwin a worc?. if ?t ; mm‘.‘
not of itself in complete accord with reason (which is the actual case ‘w; ey
then the actions which are recognized as objectively ne'cessary are ?ueiaws isﬁ
contingent, and the determination of such a will accor:dmg to cfb‘m“_f i
constraint. That is, the relation of objective laws to a will w%uch is not Lg | princi:
good is conceived as the determination of the will of a ratm'nal bang yp
ples of reason to which this will is not by its nature ncccs:sanl i e
The conception of an objective principle, so far as it constraf=® = .,
command (of reason), and the formula of this command is: called an imperd
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