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action only from duty and without any 1nc1111aF1f<‘1tT—-—--the11 for the it
action has genuine moral W9rth, Furthermore, 1 ‘ndture .ha:’ put it W: Ne j
1o the heart of a man, and if he, though an honest man, is by temperan;enp”'f.
and indifferent to the sufferings of others perhaps because he s pr(’videgl »
special gifts of patience and fortitude and expects and even require that u:i“
<hould have them too—and such a man wpuld certainly not be g, mearm
product of nature—would not he find in himself a source from wh; it ?E‘ﬁ,..
himself a far higher worth than he could have got by having a 800d-natypeg {ya..:.

t?2 This 1S unquestionably true even though nature did no¢ Make ;rr
philanthropic, for it is just here that the worth .of character is brought out, Whi;f:
is morally the incomparably highest of all: He 1s beneficent not from inclinatiahrl
but from duty. | ',

To secure one’s own happiness is at least indirectly a duty, for discongen; with
one’s condition under pressure from many cares and :amid unsatisfied Wam:
could easily become a great temptation to transgress aga‘mst duties, But, m‘tth;
any view to duty, all men have the strongest and deepest inclination to happines;
because in this Idea all inclinations are summed up. But the precept of happines,
is often so formulated that it definitely thwarts some inclinations, and men ¢,
make no definite and certain concept of the sum of satistaction of all inclinations
which goes under the name of happiness. It 1s not to be wondered at, therefore.
that a single inclination, definite as to what 1t promises and as to the time at
which it can be satisfied, can outweigh a fluctuating idea and that, for example, 2
man with the gout can choose to enjoy what he likes and to suffer what he may
because according to his calculations at least on this occasion he has not sacrificed
the enjoyment of the present moment to a perhaps groundless expectation of 4
happiness supposed to lie in health. But even in this case if the universal inclina-
tion to happiness did not determine his will, and if health were not at least for
him a necessary factor in these calculations, there would still remain, as in ail
other cases, a law that he ought to promote his happiness not from inclination
but from duty. Only from this law could his conduct have true moral worth.

It is in this way, undoubtedly, that we should understand those passages of
Scripture which command us to love our neighbor and even our enemy, for [0
as-4n i:}clination cannot be commanded, But beneficence from duty, even when
no inclination impels it and even when it is opposed by a natural and unconque”
able aversion, is practical love, not pathological love; it resides in the wil and nol
- th'e propensities of feeling, in principles of action and not in tender sympathy
and it alone can be commanded. . . .

Tl,“m the moral worth of an action does not lie in the effect which is cxpeaeﬁ
from it or in any principle of action which has to borrow its motive from &
expected effect. For all these effects (agreeableness of my own condition iﬂd"“ﬁ
;vt;n the promotion of the happifless of others) could be brought about d]{ouegst

er causes and would not require the will of a rational being, while the highe*
and unconditional good can be found only 11 Therefore the pree™”
S oo L _ only in such a will. Theretor€ -
) b 0 consist only in the conception of law in itself (which can b¢ Pr o



