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Business Ethics

Imagine that you are the first person to arrive for your business ethics class. As you
sit down at your desk, you notice an iPod on the floor underneath the adjacent
seat. You pick it up and turn it on. It works just fine, and it even has some of your
favorite music listed. Looking around, you realize that you are still the only person
in the room and that no one will know if you keep it.

Not being able to decide immediately, and seeing that other students are
beginning to enter the room, you place the iPod down on the floor next to your
own backpack and books. As the class begins, you realize that you have the full
class period to decide what to do.

* What would you think about as you sat there trying to decide what to do?
e What would you do?

Now let us change the scenario. Instead of being the person who finds the iPod,
imagine that you are a friend who sits next to that person. As class begins, your
friend leans over, tells you what happened, and asks for advice.

The lesson for today’s business ethics class is chapter 2 of your textbook,
Business Ethics: Decision Making for Personal Integrity and Social Justice.

Finally, imagine that you are a student representative on the judicial board of
your school. This student decides to keep the iPod and is later accused of stealing.
How would you make your decision?

° What are the key facts that you should consider before making a decision, as
either the person who discovered the iPod, the friend, or the judicial board
member?

° Is this an ethical issue? What exactly are the ethical aspects involved in your
decision?

e Who else is involved, or should be involved, in this decision? Who has a stake in
the outcome?

* What alternatives are available to you? What are the consequences of each
alternative?

* How would each of your alternatives affect the other people you have identi-
fied as having a stake in the outcome?

* Where might you look for additional quidance to assist you in resolving this
particular dilemma?

in anything simply because it is found written in your religious books. Do not
believe in anything merely on the authority of your teachers and elders. Do not
believe in traditions because they have been handed down for many generations.
But after observation and analysis, when you find that anything agrees with
reason and is conducive to the good and benefit of one and all, then accept it
and live up to it.

Buddha



