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Poverty in New Mexico

New Mexico 1s cunently ranked second after Mississipp in terms of poverty index in the
United States. According to a report released by the census bureau on 23 January 2013 the
poverty rate in New VExico stands at 22 2 percent with Mississippi being 24 percent (Ce nsus
Bureau, 2013). The median income i New VExico dropped to $43,000 from $46,000 1n the
penod betwee n 2008 to 2010 (Census Bureau, 2013).

Further re ports hawve inchicated that more than thuty perce nt of cluldren m New Mexico
live in abject poverty which is a senious indication that the mcome of many incividual famulies is
not enough to cater for the basic needs such as food, clothung, shelter and basic educaton (U5

Census Bureau, 2007).

Although, political leaders and nonprofit orgamzations are doing everythung possible to
alleviate the pove rty probler in New Mexico by educating, empowenng and supporting the
youths in the state, long tenm solutions to the poverty problem need to be determined in order to
solve the poverty problem mn this state once and for all. In the past, task forces have been formed
to develop policies that need to be adopted and 1mple mented by the Ne w Mexico state

government to tackle the povertyissue in the state.
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According to Governor Susana Martinez, the most wgent proble ms that need to be
addre ssed include ending homele ssness and providing adequate food supply to many citizens that
cannot fed for themselves. Importantly, sanitation i1s also a priontybecause lack of clean foods
and water 1s associated with onse t of illnesses due to poverty problem (Savage, 2008). The
purpose of this paper is to explore the issue of poverty m New Mexico by uwestigating why New
Mexico 15 poor by explonng how the geography of the state has contnbuted fo the poverty

problem. In the szcond part, solutions to the poverty problems will be provaded.
Causes of poverty in New Mexico
Historical/cultural geography

The state of New Mexico has an area eurvalent to the size of Oluo, Pennsylvaiua and
New York combined (Mhuphy, 2000). The geography of the state spans from frozen peaksto a
hot dese1t. Among the agricultural ac tvities in Ne w Mexico include animal keeping and
cultrvation of cafferent types of crops. A laxge percentage of Ne w Mexico population lrves in the

whban areas while vast areas of the rural parts of the state remain sparsel yinhabited (Mwphy,
2000).

In the rural areas, more than 600,000 people woik, Live and grow diffe e nt crops that
supply the restof the state wath food. Despte the hard work de monstrate d by the nual folks i
the production of agric ultural foodstuffs, they still 1rve 1n abject pove rty wath the rate of poverty

among them beng double that of the nahonal average, which 1s 24% (IMwrphy, 2000).

Asa matter of fact, half of the rual populaton m New IVExico has lnnted access to

food. New Mexico 1s home to people from differe nt cultures such as the Natve Amencans,
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Latino and Hispamcs, Afnican Amencans and Asian Amencans who claim to be the onginal
mhabitants of the state of New Mexico (IVhuphy, 2000).

Native ribes in New Vexico are known for their high affinity to cultural practices and
tracitions which take most of the ir resowrceful time to practice . These compmise the native tnbes
that have mhabited New Mexico for many years before the antval of Europeans. Vst of the
natrve people in New Mexico live in the rural parts of the state charactenzed by hugh levels of

poverty.

One of the reasons for lugh rates of poverty among the native mbes 1s indrvdual
concdition. These include lack of basic education, underemployment, and other mdividual
challenges (Hacker, 2006). Lack of basic education among the native tribes such as Mescalero
Apache, Jicanlla, Navajo Nation, and the pueblos 15 one of the known major causes of poverty
New Mexico.

For a long tume, these trnbes have failed to 1egard education as an i portant mwvestment in
their cluldren. Partly, the negatve athtude towaids education has been fuelled by cultural and
trachtional practices that do not regard education as a prnionty in these cultures. Asa result, natve
people in New Mexico lag be lund in almost every aspect of agnicultural and economic actvities.
In agncultural areas occupied by these native tnbes, the output is only meant for household
consumption with little meant for commercial purposes. Without financial resources, the natmve

tnbes rely on agncultwe for their swvival thus leavmg nothing for inve sting in the education of
the1ir chuldren (Walker, 2013).
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Underemployment 1s also another indradual condition that causes poverty in New
Mexico. The lughly cultural contrast among the people in New Mexico has resulted into division
of the people info two geograplucal segments. Thess include the people from the rural areas and
the people from the whan arzas. As stated before, the rural areas are largely inhabited by the
natrve trbes wile the wban areas ae inhabited by the Hispancs and Latinos, Asian Amencan

and to some extent Afncan Amencans.

The Hispamc and Latinos as well as Asian Amencans are regarded as enterpnsing
people. These consist of groups of people largely responsible for job creation in New Mexico.
Howewver, employment priontes are accorded to the people from these two groups which mean
that educated people from the native tnbes and African Amencans are accorded low paying jobs

because of the ir munumal contnbution fo job creation.

Asa result, the level of underemployment among the native tnbes and Afncan Amencans
i New Mexico 1s very lugh. In most cases, holders of college degrees among the natve trbes
and Afncan Amencans im New Mexico find 1t chffic ult to szcwre be tter paying jobs m the wban

areas. The wages paid to thess groups are too low to support the mse lves and their farulies
(Hacker, 2006).

This explains the reason why the rural areas in New Mexico are deeply imiaersed in
abject povertydue to few sources of income among the rural folks and the minimum wage which
the educated fe w from the nual areas eam in whan areas. [tcan be conshued to mean that the
competing interests between hustonical and cultural aspect of diffe rent groups in New Mexico 1s
the refore a cause of poverty particularly among the rural folks in New Mexico.
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Other challenges

Due to the low quality of agncultural actities undertaken by the natrve tnbes i the rural
areas of Ne w Mexico, 1t is impossible for financial mstitutions to support these tribes thuough
financial support such as agricultural loans. In the same parspective, agncultural incentives
provided fo the ranchers and other laxge scale agricultural producers by the state government do
not reach the small scale farmers located in the rural areas of New Mexico. Tlus has made it
chfficult for the famers i these regions to engage i commercial agncultural actraties. The httle
agricultural produce by the small scale farmers from rural areas is dvided between house hold
consumption and cormumecial purpose which only generate enough finances for buying mputs for
the next planting szason. Hence, lack of agncultural ince ntrve s from the state goverument and
lack of financial support fiom fineancial institations comprise some additional challenges that

culturally amount to conmbutors of poverty in New Vexico.

Insufficient infrastructure

Geograplucally, New IVExico 1s the size of Oluo, Pennsylvama and New York combined
covenng an approximate area of 1231 670 square mules (Mwuphy, 2000). Statistics have shown
that New IMExico 1s the most sparsely populated state in the Unuted States. The lagest
concentration of the population is located in Monzano fown in Tormance County. Interestingly,
the economyof New Mexico is based mainlyon cattle farming, dany produets, and food
processing. Other economie achvities include coal and petrole win mnung and exploration, stone
and clay mining and some formal economic actvities such as publishing, printing, electic
equprent and glass sellmg (IMwphy, 2000). Notably, most of these achvihes are undertaken m

the rural areas of New Mexico where mfrastruc ture 1s poor.
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The complete disconnect in infrastructural development be tween the rural and wban
geograplucal areas in New IVExico are therefore a major cause of poverty in the state becauss
farmers are unable to transport their agncultural products such as dairy products to the market.
Being a vast state in terms of distance from one place to the other, only the farmers locatedin

closz proximuty to the towns are able to dehiver ther products to the rarket.

The rest rely on muddlemen and women who buy agncultwral produce cheaply from the
farmers and sell them at lugh prices inthe market. Hence, the geograplucal vastmess of New
Mexico State 1s another major contnbution of pove rty m New Mexico because it contnbutes to
unequal infrastructural deve lopme nt leading to rural areas being landlocked.

Lack of water for irrigation

From the geographical pomnt of view, New Mexico has an approximate water swiface area
of 245 square miles out of the total land area of more than 120,000 sguare rnules (IMurphy, 2000).
It means that the rest of the land mass in New Mexico does not have water resowrce which can be
used for imgation. From an industal perspective, industies are mainly located in areas
sufficiently supplied with water which means that only a few industnes such as food processing
ndustnes are possible to establish in New Mexico because these industnes are located near the
farmers. The vast land mass in New Mexico remeains iclle due to the inadsquate water supply
making 1t ciffic ult for young and able-bodied peopled to engage in construc tive economc
actities.

A part from geograplucal as well as lustoncal and cultural fac tors that cause poverty in
New MExico, other cause s of poverty in New Mexico include,
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Single-parents families

New MExico has one of the lughest cases of single-parent families in the United States.
Single famulies are caused by a number of factors such as mcreased teenage pregnancies which
transform young girls into mothers (Bassuk ¢ a/, 2011). These young women grow into mature
woren as single parents which make thera bear the burde n of bringing up thewr cluldren as single
parents. In addition, poor health services particularly among the rural natve tribes result to
unnecessary deaths of both men and women wluch also cause single parenthood m New Mexico.
The vast nature of the state of New Mexico makes it cdufficult for the natrve tnbes located in the
remotest places to access healthcare services which also contnbute largely to deaths caussd by
Ulnesses. All these result to single famlies which eventually become a buden. This cycle is
repeated over different generations making povertyand common issue among the native mbes of
New MExico (Bassuk er af, 2011).

The problem of Drug abuse

This 15 another major cause of poverty in New Mexico. Notably, Ne w Mexico shares the
same intemational border with Mexico (IMhrphy, 2000). Mexico 1s one of the known countnes
where numerous cartels mvolved in drug smugghing operate. Most of thes: drugs find way into
New Mexico where they are largely consuraed by the young able bodied men and women both in

rural and wban areas.

Consumphon of hard drugs such as cocaine and manjuana has been associated wath
mcreased de pendenc y of young people fo thewr famihes imstead of conmbuting towards the

maproveme nt of the economic status of their farhes. The problem of diug abuse which is
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rampart in Ne w Mexico can be attnbuted to the geograplucal locationof the state where 1t shares

an interma tional border wath VExico.

Inequitable income distribution

As mentioned above, more jobs are created in wban areas than in rural areas. The cultural
disconne ct be tween the natives and other cultural groups such as the Hispanics and Latinos,
Asan Amencans and Affnican Amencans are portrayed in job distnbution in New Mexico. Tlus
mcreases the gapbetween the lughly paid and the low paid workers that yields to unequal
mcome cistribubion (Vhuphy, 2000). In this regard, inequitable income distmbution 1s a major
contnbutor of poverty m New Mexico because 1t makes some segments of the population poorer

wlule other segments become nch.

Reducing poverty in New Mexico

From the preceding sechons, 1t 1s clear that the causes of poverty in Ne w Mexico are
vaned. In the same perspective, the problem of poverty in Ne w Mexico can be solved thiough
vaned me thods as discusszd below,

Opening up rural areas through infrastructural development

It1s evident that the rwal areas inhabited by the natrve tribes and the wban areas
mhabited by other cultural groups such as Hispamcs and Latinos, Asian Americans and Afncan
Amencans are disconnec ted by poor infrastructural development which make 1t difficult for the
rural folks to reach the market with thewr agncultural products (U.S. Census Bureaw, 2007) The
state govenunent should 1nvest heavily in infrastruc tural development such as road and rail
transport i order to open up the rural areas to the markets. This will not only enhance the
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move ment of goods from the fanmns to the marke tbut 1t will also enhance cultural interac ion
between natve tribes and the rest of the cultural groups (Adams & Pearlie Stother-Adams,

2001).
Empowering the rural native tribes with educational opportunities

The success of agncultural and other economic actvities in New VExico 1s lughly
depe ndent on the level of education for both the natrve tnbes and other cultural groups in Ne w
Mexico. In thus regard, the state gove mument should mrvest he avil y m education and open more
public schools in rural areas so as to increase the emrolment of cluldren i schools and e lirunate
the negatrve cultwre that regards education as wumportant investe nt (Adams & Pearlie
Stother-Adams, 2001). Empowering the citizens particularly the rural native tbes through
ecducation will e nhance and improve the quality of agricultural and other economic actrvites
undertaken by every cihzen in New Maxico.

Deal with the problem of drug abuse

Asstated above, the citizens of New Mexico have fallen prey of drug abuse problem due
to the closs proxumty of New IVExico fo the Mexican country. Thuis has continued to 1ob the
state of New IMexico an important 1e source in manpower becaus: young eneige tic and able
bodied citizens are dee ply immersed to the drug abuse problem. Although this can be associated
with the hopelessne ss natwe that many young people find the mse lves, the governme nt should
establish rehabilitation centers in rural and wban areas so as to help the young people caught up

n crug related problems transform from being a burden to the state into important re sowrces of
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production (Zweig, 2004). Hence, increassd govenument intervention 1s required to allevaate the

drug abuse problem by sealing the loopholes through which the hard drugs enter the state.

Maximum utilization of available resources

New Mexico boasts of numerous resowrces such as dairy products, agricultwral produc ts
and other minerals. These are important drivers of the economy whic h mustbe maximally
utilized to enswe that theybenefit both the native mbes and people from other cultural groups.
Income generated from these resowrces should be used to develop both the rural and the wban
areas especlally sz thng up runeral and dauny processing plants in the rural areas so as to create
employment in these areas.

Manual jobs should be allocated to the less educated 1ural folks while the official jobs
that require techiucal expertise should be allocated both to the educated folks in rural and wban
areas. Suchblending of people from diffe rent c ultural groups wall help break away from negative
stereotypes that affect the relahons be tween different cultural groups i New VExico and
advance the economic activities of the state. Vaximum utilization of the available resowrces
would also help greatly in decreasing the mcome dismbution gapbe tween the rural and the

wban populations.
Introducing the back to school principle targeting teenage mothers

The problem of single parenthood is essocieted with inc reased cases of tee nage mothers
who abscond the r stuche s for purpose of taking care of thew cluldren. However, once the y get
well, these teenage mothers find 1t hard to be mtegrated back to the education system for

diffe rent reasons (Dail, 2012). Most of them grve up the hope of continung with education
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wlich makes them burdens to thewr faruhes. The state government should institute proper and
effective measwres to enswe that young guls that get pregnant early in life are taken back to

school to prepare and empower them to be resowrceful in the society in future.

In conelusion, 1t is evident from the above s:chions that vanous reasons contnibute to the
nsing levels of poverty m New Mexico. These reasons range frora histoncale ultuwal fac tors to
geograplucal fac tors. Neverthe less, the problem of poveity in New IVExico can also be solved by
undertaking ke y and effective measwes to that range from provision of quality e ducation and
making education accessible to all as well as 1mproving agricultural actmvities in oxder fo

empower the rural natve tnbes economucally.
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