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RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT

For your research paper, you are required to examine at least
10-15 primary sources and then (perhaps) consult a secondary
source, e.g. a scholarly work. At this point, you have two
choices. 1. You may write a 9-12 page paper or 2.You may present
your findings in an artistic form - scrapbook? video? - that has
the depth and substance of a 9-12 page paper. You will have to
include a 4 page paper (excluding title page) with your project
that clearly links the two parts into a coherent whole.

In either case, your final written paper must include a title
page (with a title) and page numbers, must have 1 inch margins,
and must use 12 point Courier or Times New Roman font (-5 points
if not followed) .

Instructions for both options:

1. Choose any group of primary sources, but limit your topics to
American History from 1877 to 1985. Do not choose topics from
outside the United States unless there is a direct tie-in to
this country (for example, no papers about the Holocaust or the
Titanic). NO CIVIL WAR TOPICS. No current topics (post 1985).
2. In order for you to receive credit for this paper, you must
cite the primary sources in your project, using appropriate
foot/endnotes. No parenthetical cites are allowed.

3. Use proper grammar and spelling. All mistakes (after 4
freebies) will cost * point.

4.Any use of Wikipedia or other web encyclopedias is strictly
prohibited (-5 points if not followed)

5. Footnotes and endnotes are required. No parenthetical cites
are allowed (-5 points if not followed) .

6. None of the project may include handwriting. No group work.

Grading:

Papers and projects will be graded on their ability to clearly
and succinctly state a thesis (e.g. what patterns do you find in
your set of primary sources?), to link the sources to their
broader context, and to carefully present the ideas in
grammatically-correct language.

Due Dates (10 points each for Topic and Bib; Final portion worth
80 pts):

Topics Due March 4(in large class or via email)

Annotated Bibliography Due March 20 (in section)

Final Project Due April 10 in Dropbox by 3:00 or in GTA section.




