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WRITING #3.0:  RESEARCH PROSPECTUS 
English 1302  
Spring 2015 


 
Synopsis of the Task. 
The final major writing tasks of the semester are all connected, so this third piece of writing is 
the starting point for your fourth and fifth papers as well.  (See “A Preview of Writings #4.0 and 
#5.0” below.)  Rather than being a formal written paper,  Writing #3.0 is a research 
prospectus (or proposal) that will preview for me such issues as what your research paper 
(Writing #4.0) will be about, how you will go about it, and what other scholars have already 
said about the novel you are working with. 
 
The prospectus should be at least 3 pages long, and it will include a works cited page. 
 
A Preview of Writings #4.0 and #5.0. 
Writing #4.0 will be a research paper about a novel of your choosing.  
 
The paper will be at least six pages long (not counting the works cited page or abstract) and 
will use research methods appropriate to its central research question.  It will once again 
utilize MLA citation format.  After the projects are all turned in, each student will give an oral 
presentation to the rest of the class on the finding of his or her work with the novel. 
 
There are a good many options for a discourse such as the one you will produce for Writing 4.0.  
You will do an analysis of your selected novel, but how you go about this is up to you.  We will 
discuss several different types of analysis and criticism that you may wish to use.  You may 
choose one, or perhaps more than one of these to help frame your analysis of the novel.  
Regardless of what you choose to do, your paper will need to follow these guidelines. 
 


1.       Be appropriate for the English 1302 audience. 
2.       Be unified around a research question or a research thesis, rather than   
            simply reporting on several aspects of a topic.  
3.       Be “original” in that it attempts to discuss a topic that has not already    


      rehashed again and again in print. 
4.       Be “research”—which will involve the use of one or more of the      


 following:  library sources (such as print or electronic sources), historical  
sources (such as past issues of newspapers and/or magazines), surveys, 
interviews, media sources, or other appropriate techniques. 


 
Writing #5.0 will be your final examination.  For it, I will draw an essay examination question 
from the research you have done for your novel analysis (Writing #4.0).  There will also be 
another question on the final that will address the oral presentations.  In both cases, you will be 
expected to prepare thorough notes, and to write an academic, in-class essay response. 
 
Components of the Prospectus (Writing #3.0)  
Since this is a different sort of writing than most of you have ever written, we will spend some 
time talking about what a prospectus needs to be like.  (For this, we will follow a specific 








handout and notes that we will cover in class.  These will specifically show the format for this 
paper).  Turning in a final copy of W 3.0 that is not in this format will have a significant 
negative impact on your grade.   
 
Grading Rubric 
 
Inquiry 10 
Benefits for the Audience 10 
Review of Literature 50 
Alternate Source Material 10 
Basis for Research 10 
Tentative Schedule 5 
Tentative List of Works to Be Used 5 
 
The following will serve as the essential components of your prospectus: 
 


1. What is the central research question or thesis in the study? 
2. What is so important about the question/thesis?  (i.e., why is it worthy of writing 


about for the English 1302 audience?) 
3. What have other scholars had to say about the central research question you are 


investigating?  (This is also known as the “Review of the Literature” section of a 
prospectus.) 


4. What do you plan as your methodology for the study? 
5. What are your qualifications for carrying out this study? 
6. What is your tentative schedule for completing this study? 


 
Audience for the Prospectus. 
Assume for the prospectus that you are writing directly to me (consider me the “research 
director” of the project).  You’ll need to convince me of your capabilities of carrying out this 
project.  What this means is that though I may be familiar with the novel you choose, I may not 
know the novel or the scholarship about it very well.  Therefore, you will have to be quite 
specific so I am clear about what you are planning to do in the paper. 
 
Conference Work Week:  A special feature of this paper will be the conference work week.  
During the final three days of class before turning this paper (which will take place the week we 
return from Spring Break) in class will function a little differently than normal.  We will still 
meet in class, but each student will meet with me briefly for about 5-7 minutes.  Each student 
will show me a copy of their rough draft and ask any questions they might have.  After that 
meeting he or she will have the rest of the class time to work on their self-evaluation sheet, their 
prospectus, or a daily assignment.  All other students will work on their prospectus in class or a 
daily assignment each day.  I will pass out a conference schedule for people to sign-up.  If you 
are present and have full participation during this week you will receive 5 participation points for 
each day and a bonus 5 for a total of 20 possible participation points.   
 








What to Turn In.  You will need to turn in these items in your folder:  Complete Rough Draft, 
Self-Evaluation Sheet, and Sources.  As with the previous two papers, your Final Copy will be 
submitted via Blackboard. 
 
Special Considerations.  You are free to choose your own novel for this paper, but it must be 
approved by me.  I will provide a list of pre-approved novels.  If you wish to do a novel outside 
the list, then you must have it approved by me.  If you work with a novel I do not approve you 
risk failing the paper.  You will also have to find legitimate academic sources for the paper.  
Sources such as Wikipedia, and the various tutoring sites (Grade Saver, Sparknotes, Shmoop) 
will not be accepted.  General dictionaries and encyclopedias will also be exempt from use in the 
paper. (Specialized encyclopedias will be allowed) 
 
Evaluation of the Prospectus. 
The following will be my criteria for evaluating Writing 3.0: 


1. How clearly organized is the prospectus? 
2. How thorough has the writer been in investigating what he/she wants to study? Is the 


presentation of the writer’s ideas convincing? 
3. How specific are details about the content of the paper’s potential sources, especially 


in the review of literature section? 
4. Has the self-evaluation sheet identified how these elements have been discussed in 


the prospectus? 
5. How clear is the style? 
6. How well-arranged are the sections: overall? Within paragraphs? 
7. How well-controlled is grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation? 


 
Tentative Schedule for Writing 3.0 
 
Wednesday, Mar 4:  Discuss assignment sheet for W 3.0.  Discuss article summaries and 
working with novels for research.  For Friday:  In CL read 1695-1720 and choose novel. 
 
Friday, Mar 6:  Check Novel Selection.  Reading Quiz 6, Discuss forms of criticism, Begin 
discussion of prospectus handout and structure.   For Monday:  Bring three source summaries to 
class.  In CL read sample literary analysis 92-96 and review sample MLA style paper in RFW 
527-532. 
 
Monday, Mar 16:  Prospectus Structure Quiz.  Complete discussion of prospectus handout 
and structure, Discuss sample research paper.   For Wednesday:  Bring three new source 
summaries to class.  Be ready for quiz over prospectus structure. 
 
Wednesday, Mar 18: Review Works Cited Page and paper formatting.  Test 3.  For Friday: 
Conferences Begin 
 
Friday, Mar 20:  Conferences. 
 
Monday, Mar 23:  Conferences 
 








Wednesday, Mar 25:  Conferences 
 
Friday, Mar 27:  W 3.0 Due.  Begin work on W 4.0 
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