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Assignment 2: Individual Case Study Report   
 


  
 


1.0 Assignment Description  
 
This assignment requires you to produce a case study report based on an external site visit to be held during the 
lecture time in Week 5. The case studies are aimed at observatory and investigative analysis of local and 
contemporary engineering issues, which you should relate to as engineering students.  
 
Attendance is mandatory in the external site visits. Submissions will not be accepted from those students, 
absent from the site visits.   
 
The site visits will provide you with an observation of a particular engineering practice, which is either on 
designing sustainable buildings or water treatment. In this assignment, you will need to choose one of the 
following topics and address one of the case study questions. You will need to locate information and reflect on 
the field trip in your analysis of the case study as a problem oriented situation, and accordingly make 
recommendations.       
 
Case Study Question 1: How does Melbourne Water play a role in addressing the growing water supply needs 
of a rapidly developing city such as Melbourne? 
 
Case Study Question 2: How can we better design and construct buildings in an adaptation to climate change 
and in response to the growing housing needs of a rapidly developing Melbourne?   
 
2.0 Deliverables 
 
On the completion of this assignment, you will have produced an Individual Case Study Report addressing 
only one of the case study questions listed in Section 1.0.  
 


• The report should be about 1500 words, word processed with correct usages of vocabularies, grammar 
and language.   


• The report is due Friday, Week 7.  
• Submit only one hardcopy to your workshop instructor. 
• Your report must be in standard report format [1, pp. 20-31]. Paraphrase, i.e. use your own words. Do 


not copy or cut and paste information from sources [1, pp. 16-19]. This is plagiarism [1, p. 48, p. 82].  
• This report should follow IEEE referencing style.  
• Provide in-text references for every source of information [1, pp. 82-88]. 
• Provide a Reference List at the end of your report [1, pp. 88-94].  


 
The following marking scheme will be used when assessing your reports: 
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Table 1. Marking scheme to be used by your workshop instructors   
Criteria Clarification Marks 
Structure  Format of the report 10 


Presentation/Layout The quality of physical presentation. Legibility & layout 10 
Summary/Intro/ 


Conclusion 
The scope and quality of information in Introduction, Body and 


Conclusion  
10 


Language Spelling, grammar, and attention to editing and proof reading 30 
Content/Body The scope of the research and quality of the information in the 


body of the report. Degree of detail.  
30 


Referencing The accuracy of references and in-text referencing 10 
 
3.0 Timeline 
 
The report is due Friday, Week 7. Submit only one hardcopy to your workshop instructor. 
 


Table 2. Assignment Timeline  
Activity/Deliverable Due 
Introductory Session Lecture & Workshop Sessions in Week 4  
External Site Visits Lecture Sessions in Week 5 
Report Submission   Friday, Week 7. 


 
4.0 Desired Learning Outcomes 
 
The learning outcomes defined for a particular assignment indicate the skills and attributes expected to be 
acquired by students at the successful completion of that assignment. On successful completion of this 
assignment, you will be expected to:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.0 References 
 
[1] Handbook of communication skills for first year students in the College of Engineering and Science, 10th 
ed., Victoria Univ., Melbourne, VIC, 2013. 
 
6.0 Review Criteria (Marking Rubrics) 
 
The following review criteria will be used by your workshop instructors when assessing your submissions: 


 Assig nment Learning  Outcomes  
1 Identify the key roles of engineering in the local and global communities, and understand 


the key features of the different disciplines of engineering practice; 
2 Recognise the professional responsibilities of engineers as well as ethical and sustainability 


issues in engineering practice;   
3 Understand strategies for practising sustainable engineering and how to evaluate a 


solution in terms of environmental, social and economic costs and benefits    
4 Communicate effectively with others by writing on a range of engineering-related topics 


using appropriate language  
5 Work individually and with others, as both a team member and leader in both formal and 


informal teams, to complete tasks  
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 Level 1 
Very Poor 


Level 2 
Poor 


Level 3 
Satisfactory 


Level 4 
Good 


Level 5 
Very Good 


St
ru


ct
ur


e 


0-2 Marks  3-4 Marks  5-6 Marks 7-8 Marks  9-10 Marks 


No obvious structure. No title 
page. No summary. No table of 


contents. 
 


No Introduction, Conclusion 
and References sections. 


 


No consideration to Word limit 


Some structure. Title page 
present. No summary. Table 


of contents inaccurate. 
 


No Introduction, Conclusion 
and References sections. 


 


No consideration to Word 
limit 


Adequate structure. Title page 
present. 


 


Only two of the Summary, 
Introduction, Conclusion and 


References sections. 
 


Table of contents accurate 
 


Word limit met 


Good structure. Title page 
present. 


 


Only three of the Summary, 
Introduction, Conclusion and 


References sections in the 
report. 


 


Table of contents accurate 
and detailed 


 


Word limit met 


Excellent structure. Title page 
professional. 


 


All Summary, Introduction, 
Conclusion and References 


sections present in the report. 
 


Table of contents accurate and 
detailed. List of Figures and 


Tables included 
 


Word limit met 


P
re


se
nt


at
io


n/
 L


ay
ou


t 


0-2 Marks 3-4 Marks 5-6 Marks 7-8 Marks 9-10 Marks 


Very poorly presented. No clear 
margins. Text not justified. 


 


No spacing or inconsistent 
spacing between paragraphs. No 


line spacing. 
 


Inconsistencies in font 
size/style. Pages not numbered. 


 


Very long 
paragraphs/sentences. 


 
 Lots of empty space between 


sections. 
 


Headings and sub-headings not 
labeled and distinguished. 


Figure and table captions not 
labeled at all. 


Poorly presented. Margins set 
but text not justified. 


 


Inconsistent spacing between 
paragraphs. Inconsistent line 


spacing. 
 


Inconsistencies in font 
size/style. Pages numbered. 


 


Long paragraphs/sentences.  
 


Lots of empty space between 
sections. 


 


Some headings and sub-
headings labeled and 


distinguished. Some figures 
and tables captioned 


Adequately presented. Margins 
set and text justified. 


 


Inconsistent spacing between 
paragraphs in some places. 
Inconsistent line spacing at 


some places. 
 


Consistent font size/style. Pages 
numbered. 


 


Appropriate length of 
paragraphs/sentences.  


 
Appropriate spacing between 


some sections 
 


Most headings and sub-headings 
very well labeled and 


distinguished. Most figures and 
tables captioned 


Well presented. Margins set 
and text justified. 


 


Consistent spacing between 
paragraphs at most places. 
Consistent line spacing at 


most places. 
 


Consistent font size/style. 
Pages numbered. 


 


Appropriate length of 
paragraphs/sentences 


 
Appropriate spacing between 


most sections 
 


All headings and sub-
headings very well labeled 


and distinguished. All figures 
and tables captioned 


Very well presented. Looks 
professional. Margins set and 


text justified. 
 


Consistent spacing throughout 
the report between paragraphs 


and sentences 
 


Consistent font size/style. Pages 
numbered. 


 


Appropriate length of 
paragraphs/sentences. 


 
Appropriate spacing throughout 


the report 
 


All headings and sub-headings 
very well labeled and 


distinguished. All figures and 
tables captioned 


Su
m


m
ar


y/
In


tr
o/


 
C


on
cl


us
io


n 


0-2 Marks 3-4 Marks 5-6 Marks 7-8 Marks 9-10 Marks 


A very poor attempt at 
Summary, Introduction and 


Conclusion. 
 


The Summary, Introduction and 
Conclusion address very few of 
the points outlined in Level 5 


Some attempt at writing the 
Summary, Introduction and 
Conclusion. But, not to an 


appropriate level. 
 


The Summary, Introduction 
and Conclusion address few 


of the points outlined in 
Level 5 


Adequate Summary, 
Introduction and Conclusion 


sections. 
 


They address some of the points 
outlined in Level 5 


Good Summary, 
Introduction and Conclusion 


sections. 
 


They address most of the 
points outlined in Level 5 


Summary includes the purpose, 
scope, research methods, main 


arguments, and conclusions 
drawn. 


 


Introduction includes the 
background information, 


purpose and scope. 
 


Conclusion includes the 
purpose, the main investigated 
points, achievements, results, 


and recommendations 


L
an


gu
ag


e 
 


0-6 Marks 7-12 Marks 13-18 Marks 19-24 Marks 25-30 Marks 


The written language is very 
poor and cannot be understood. 


 


Full of grammatical and spelling 
errors. 


 
No attention to punctuation 


Written so that it can be 
understood 


 


Many grammatical and 
spelling errors.  


 
No attention to punctuation. 


Written well 
 


Few grammatical errors and no 
spelling errors.  


 
Some attention to punctuation 


Written very well 
 


No grammatical and spelling 
errors.  


 
Detailed attention to 


punctuation. 


Written very clearly and 
precisely 


 


No grammatical and spelling 
errors. Appropriate use of 


vocabulary. 
 


Detailed attention to 
punctuation. 


C
on


te
nt


/B
od


y 


0-6 Marks 7-12 Marks 13-18 Marks 19-24 Marks 25-30 Marks 


Very little or no attempt in 
addressing the case study topic. 


 


Very little or incorrect 
information/data presented 


 


No analysis and/or synthesis.  
 


No reflection on the site visit  


Some attempt in addressing 
the case study topic.  


 


Some key points investigated 
and outlined. 


 


Some information/data 
presented 


 


Some analysis and/or 
synthesis.  


 


No reflection on the site visit 


Adequate attempt in addressing 
the case study topic.  


 


Most key points investigated 
and outlined. 


 


Sufficient information/data 
presented 


 


Sufficient analysis and/or 
synthesis.  


 


Some reflection on the site visit 


Good attempt in addressing 
the case study topic. 


 


All key points investigated 
and outlined. 


 


High quality 
information/data presented 


 


Good analysis and/or 
synthesis.  


 


Detailed reflection on the site 
visit 


Excellent attempt in addressing 
the case study topic. 


 


All key points thoroughly and 
systematically investigated. 


 


Very high quality 
information/data presented 


 


High level of analysis and/or 
synthesis.  


 


Detailed and high quality 
reflection on the site visit 


R
ef


er
en


ci
ng


 


0-2 Marks 3-4 Marks 5-6 Marks 7-8 Marks 9-10 Marks 


No references 
 


No paraphrasing. No in-text 
references. 


Few references. Incorrect 
use.  


 
Incorrectly formatted as per 


the style guide. 
 


No paraphrasing. No in-text 
references. 


Few references. Appropriately 
used.  


 
Correctly formatted as per the 


style guide. 
 


Good attempt at paraphrasing 
with some in-text references. 


Sufficient references. 
Appropriately used.  


 
Correctly formatted as per 


the style guide. 
 


Very good paraphrasing with 
sufficient in-text references. 


Sufficient references. Effectively 
used.  


 
Correctly formatted as per the 


style guide. 
 


Sophisticated paraphrasing with 
effective in-text references. 
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