Ther s/;fégisalance' @David Suzuki (b, ?36) isa
Red |SCOVer|ng Our © environmental activist. Suzuki

earned a Ph.D. In zoology from
Place ln N ature the University of Chicago in 1961,
pavid Suzuki and he was a professor in the

genetics department at the

University of British Columbia from 1963 until 2001. Suzuki was the host of

several popular television and radio series about nature and the environment,
including the long-running.{ levision science magazine, The Nature of

Thm S, W as-airedin more than forty countries.
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S{p pose that 200,000 years ago, biologists from another galany\
searching for life forms in other parts of the universe had discov-

ered Earth and parked their space vehicle 2bove the Rift Valley in
Africa. At the moment of our species’ birth, )mammoths, sabre-

toothed cats, huge moa birds and giant sloths still roamed.the planet. |
T
Those ﬁfergalaonc visitors would have gazed upon vast gras S X
filled with marvellous plants c:md ammals moludmg a newly evolved

species, Homo sapiens. b e e B /f@%j y?
J\}\/flt}hlg\hly unlikely that those alien scientists ,Would have concen-

trated their attent1on on this infant U.pl“l&ht ape _species in anticipa- , .
IRt B _f

tion of its metearic rise to preeminence a @e;r_e.,«two hundred millen-
''nia later. After all, those early humans lived in small family glrom?.7 ’

&Wf the/mlmwe herds ot wildebeest and antelope

e
U 7 comparison Wlth mar}y other eo1es thely weren't espeolally large,

fast or strong orérﬁowej/ Wlth Speﬁf a"Yw Those early
humans possessed a “eurvival frait that was invisible because it was

locked within their skulls and only revealed throug J thelr behavior.
Their immense and complex brains conferred t meéndous intelli-

s€nce, along with a vast capacity for memory, an insatiable curiosity
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" bu like all the others, our ecologicatimpact has been greatly —
plified by technology. Virtually all of modern technology has been
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pillion people in the early nineteenth century. A hundred years later,
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when 1 Was born( in lgiggtﬁ:efe‘weré t_yvcj billion people on Earth. In
my lifetime, globat-population has tripled. Thus, by virtue of our
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qumbers alone, our species’ “ecological footprint” on the planet has
grown explosively — we all have to eat, breathe and drink, and clothe
and shelter ourselves. '
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We are now the most nimerous mammaklian species on the planet,
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developed within the past century, thereby escalating both the scale
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- and scope of our ability to exploit our surroundings. Resource exploi-

y

: :
=

' L
]

fatiorrisfueled by an exploding consumer demand for products, and

thefulfilment of that defmand has become®d critical ceé?éﬁnent of
~ economic growth. Hyperconsumption in the developed world serves

~ as the mode] for people in developing countries now that globaliza-
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tion has rendered the entire world population a potential market.
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Taken together, human numbers, technology, consumption and a
globalized economy have made us a newind of force on the planet.

)y Throughout our evolutionary past, we were a local, tribal animal.
We may have encountered a hundred humans over a range of a few
hundred kilometers in a lifetime. We didn't have to worry about
tribes on the other side of a mountain or across an ocean; nor did we
have to consider the collective impact of our entire species, because
our ecological footprmtW__aﬁs-,&Q,I{lj}ﬁC__Pi[lgth}‘ d n_atﬁwe;pgdﬂvast
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and endléssly self-renewing. Our new status oﬁsﬁf)erspep@g has been
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achieved so rapidly that we are only now becomingaware of a new
level of collective responsibility, which retlects adawning realization
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that taken all together, human activity is the main cause of the cur-

rent decline in the biosphere's rich diversity and productivity that

support all life on earth.
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As we have shifted ouf status to Superspeci

standing of the eXWHﬁe@timty of all life has been shat-
tered. We find it increasingly difficult to recognize the linkages that

once gave us a Sense of place and belonging. After all we are flooded
hat come from all parts of the world, so W€

enn we are buying
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fragr)nentation of the world has been the stunning from pre.

dominant habitation in rural village communities to Conc.eml‘ationj;f

¢ in large\_i_tgls. In big cities, it becomes easy t0 assur_:{{‘e‘;_that we dr ﬂ?er
" from all other species in that we create our own hﬁ_bi@and Eb@;g_bj‘;r}w
escape the constraints of nature. It 1s nature that cleanses watel_'{creﬁ;-ji
ates_air, decomposes sewage, absorbs garbage, generates electricipy -

and produces food, but in cities, these “ecosystem services” are ¢,
sumed to be performed by the workings of the economy. 4.3 45 reg
. ® 5. . : D> -

To make matters worse, as we look toward moréeand more esoteri‘cm

sources for our information, the context, history and backgrounq ~
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 broken up into_disconnected bits and pieces. While we look to sci-
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ence to reveal the secrets of the cosmos, its primary methodology of
t{ . reductionism ’focd_uqseh_s on parts of nature.' And as the world around us B
~ isexamined inpieces, the rhythms, patterns and 1 cycles within which
_ those pieces are integrated are lost, and any insights W%bGCOmE'
w5« illusions of undesstanding and mastery. Finally, as transnational cor-
porations, politics and telecommunications move onto the ‘global
stage, the sense of the local is decimated. |

This, then, is where we are at the beginning of the third millen-

nium. With explosive speed, we have been transmogrified froma
speciés like most others that live in balance with their surroundings
Into an unprecedented force. Like 3 species introduced into a new
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environment free of constraints, we have expanded beyond the ca-

pa(?lt:y:’. o our S}..T{?W?.‘,ijﬁgito Support us. It is clear from the hiSﬁQTY-\

~of the past two Centuries that the path we emparked on after the 1=
_JD into conflict with life .

suppc?rt systems of the natural world. DeSpitE forty years of experi- '

— haZe not yet turned onto /
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[slands (a protest that gave birth ito ere(,.,np('a(,(*' in Vanicouver), clear-

cut logging throughout the province, proposed offshore drilling for

_—— ] Hﬂ—-—

oil, the planned dam at Site C on the Peace River, and air and water

[pollution from pulp mills. In my mind the problem was that we were
' taking too much from the environment and putting too much waste
, ;;pack into it. From that perspectfi?e! the solution was to set limits on
how much and what could be removed from the biosphere for hu-
man use and how much and what could be put back into our sur-.
roundings, then make sure to enforce the regulations. So in addition
to protesting, marching and b]ockadmg, many of us were lobbying
politicians to set aside more parks, to enact Clean Water and Clean
Air legislation, to pass Endangered Species Acts and to establish the
‘sagencies to enforce the regulations. When Silent Spring was pub-
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lished in 1962, no government 9n Earth had a Minister or Department"

ofthe@ronment . 02 el S no Min NS« o

But Carson’s book itself offered evidence of the need for a deeper “ﬁ
analysis. As I read the book, I was shocked to realize that the experi- !
mental systems scientists study”’ in f’lajLs and growth chambers are
artifacts, simplifications meant to 1 mlmlc reality but lacking the con-
text within which those simplified systems exist and%lé?md of the _.'.“,'."

- ‘rhythms patterns and cycles that impinge on the Earth. This real-

w J.came to me as a profound shock and impelled me to look be-

vond the 0 the real World 7/'
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CFCs would persist in the environme,,
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that because e W’ where ult?awolet radiatig,
and drift 1into =="1lorine free radicals. Most Des

. ple
d certainly no one could have

offects of CFCs, SO how could the com. ;
ed? I have absolutely no doubt that gepey

(GMOs) will also prove to have unexpecteg

callv modified organisms | . |
negztive consequences_ despite the benetits claimed by biotech com.

F.v o .
anies. But if we don’t know enough(to anticipate the long-term ¢op.

sequences of human technological innovation, how can its impact be

managed? For me as a scientist, this posed a terrible conundrum.
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\h,ained an impdrtant insight to frée me from this quaﬁdary in the
late 1970s. As host of the long-running television series The Nature of
g@%ings, [ learned of the battle over clearcut logging in the Queen

Charlotte Islands, off the coast of Br tish Columbia. For thousandsof
years, the islands have been home to the Haida who refer to their
lands as Haida Gwaii. The forestry giant MacMillan Bloedel had been

e b et
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CleaTCUtting huge areas of the islands for years, an activity thathad
senerated increasingly vocal opposition. It was a good story, and !

proposed to repart it. In the early 1980 ' i to 1t
,_ s, I {1 Gwaii to'!
terview loggers, fores —n ew to Haida ron-

m . . ) :
entalists and na%of the people I interviewed was a youns

Haida artist name * ing
for years. 4jaa% who had led the opposition to 10g8!™ |

Unem - . :
“lnLwas very high in the Haida communities, and %

ging generated degpe . -
jaaw why he oppoiegately needed jobs for the Haida. So I asked Guve 5

natural condition g ay and,other areas must be left in} 0 |
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following wm:@ﬂm:os..m. The forests, those oceans, are what keep us as
Haida people today.” When I asked him what would happen if the log-
ging continued and the trees were cleared, he answered simplv
@wkn.ﬁwpommm@bmm, we'll probably end up the same as everyone else, |

il
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- It was a simple statement whose implications escaped-me_at the
time. But on retlection, I realized that he had given me/a glimpse into

. : \ .i.,{ltirbn....li
a profoundly different way of mwﬂ:mﬁ:m201&.O:&mmi.mmﬁm_ﬁmam:ﬁ

suggested that for his people, the trees, the birds, the fish, the water,

and wind are all parts of Haida Mﬁm‘.@ Haida history and culture

and the very meaning of why Haida ate on earth reside in the land.
LJ Ever since that interview, I have been a student learning from en-
., counters withindigenous people in many parts of the world. From Ja-
~ pan to Australia, Papua New Guinea, Borneo, the Kalahari, the Ama-

e i i S e M M e

zon and the Arctic, aboriginal eople have expressed to me that vital

need to be connected to the land. They refer to Earth as their Mother,
- ——

vho they say gives @ Moreover, skin entfolds our bodies but
~ does not define our limits because water, gases and heat dissipating

- s -'
W

~ from our bodies radiate outward, joining us to the world around us.
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at I have learned is a Lﬂ.. ective that we are an inseparable part of
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perspective and could be offered to (he Earth summit in Rj, de
Janeiro in 1q92#>we called it a Declaration of Interdependence, 1

g

and I formulated a rough draft and asked for input from Guujag,,
ethnobiologist Wade Davis’and the children’s singer Raffi. Whe |
was working on the first draft, 1 tried writing “We are r}lade Up of
molecules from the air, water and soil,” but this sounded like 3 SCien.
tific treatise and failed to convey the simple truth . ou}' relationship
With_Ea.rt’l-'ng‘ a powerful, emotional way. After §pend1ng days pon.
dering the lines, I suddenly thought, “We are the air, we are the water,

we are the earth, we are the Sun”’ | o
S with this realization, I also sy

that environmentalists like me hag
- been framing the issue improperly
our surroundings and the vt 8 B0 ganfB‘nﬁent Wﬂ?%.é} g
notion of separateness Or ‘hat is separate from us. We cant
isolation is an llusion.” " manage our impact on the environ.
o ment if we are our syrroundings. In-
L - digenous people are absolutely correct: we are born of th‘?“'eai'th and
" constructed from the four sacred elements of earth, air, fire and wa-
ter. (Hindus list these four and add a fifth element, spa.ce.) |
" Once 1 had finally un @rjteod the _t:ruth of these ancient Wr}_@gg_r_r__]_s,
1 also realized that we are intimately fused to our surroundings gnd
" the notion of separateness Or ‘Solation is an illusion. Through reading
; I came to understand that science reaffirms the profundity of t_hese
" ancient truths over and over again. Looked at as biological beings,
’ despite ourﬁ%‘é"ﬂéer of civilization, we are no more removed from na-
~ ture than any other &)réﬁture, even in the midst of a large city. Ou
animal nature dictates our essential needs: clean aif, clean water,
clean soil clean energy. This led me to another insight, that these
four “sacred elements” are created, cleansed and renewed by the Wﬂb
~ of life itseif If there is to be a fifth sacred element, it is biodiversity
_itself. And whatever we do to these elements, we do direcﬂy 10
ourselves. g oo, (\L’ - s o
As I read further, 1 discovered the famed psychologist ébr?hanf
Maslow, who pointed out that we have a nested series of funﬂdami];. .
tal needs. At the most basic level, we require the five sacred esi- .'
ments in order to live rich, full lives. But when those basic necesnd
ties are met, a new set of needs arises. We are social anima'® ﬁeﬂ .
the most profound force shaping our humanity is love. And,“;wal .
that vital social requirement is fulfilled, then a new level of spit :

needs arises as an urgent priority. This is how I made the fund?
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tal wmnwwmawﬂwwﬁos of our relationship with Earth that l\ed to The Sa

cred Balance.
In gm years since, 1 have yet to meet anyone who would &Pm@ﬁ&@
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