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Project Media Essay Spring 2015 Professor Batty


Project Media Essay


Monsters are not just the fictional creatures that live in swamps and under beds. Sometimes 
monsters are real. Furthermore, what some consider to be a monster may or may not be seen as 
monstrous to everyone. For this assignment you will need to think about how the media depicts 
individuals. Find someone (politician, athlete, actor, etc.) who you believe to be a “good” person  
and explain how the media has misrepresented this individual as monstrous, deviant, evil, etc.  
OR you can choose someone who you believe is a real-life monster and explain how the media 
has misrepresented this person as heroic, important, moral, etc. Explain what the media has said  
about this person, and why you think this depiction is inaccurate or unfair. Your purpose is to set 
the record straight about this person.


You will need to choose at least three sources from the media (newspaper, TV, radio, podcasts, 
political cartoons, etc.) to use as examples of how this person has been represented to the public.  
Each source should be a different genre (do not choose sources that are all the same kind of text). 
You should choose sources that are contemporary (from the last 20 years or so). You may need to 
use more than the three required texts in order to provide evidence to disprove the media's  
general opinion of this person. 


Proposal:                                                                                                                                            


Your proposal is an opportunity for you to clearly and concisely state what you will argue in your 
essay. You must use  the future verb tense “I WILL argue,” to show that these are ideas you plan 
on exploring further in your essay. State what others have said about this person; you may or 
may not want to name your naysayers. Then explain what your argument about this person is and 
how it differs from the depiction that the media has displayed. Typed, MLA format, 300 words. 


Annotated Bibliography:                                                                                                                   


For this assignment you will need to do research on your individual and create an annotated 
bibliography. Form a few research questions that will guide your search; consider what you 
already know and what you do not know about this person. What are some of the viewpoints that 
different media sources have about this person? You will choose three sources of any kind (radio, 
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TV, blog, political cartoon, etc.), but each source must be of a different kind. You will be 
provided with a sample annotated bibliography. For each source, you will need to include: 
bibliographic information for the source, summary of source (50 words/entry), evaluation of 
source (50 words/entry), and a description of how you will use source (50 words/entry). You 
should include three or more sources, 150 words for each source. Typed MLA format 


Outline:                                                                                                                                              


The purpose of this assignment is for you to begin brainstorming and organizing your ideas. 
Please use roman numerals (I, II, III, etc.) to indicate paragraphs, and letters (A, B, C, etc.) to 
indicate supporting ideas, quotes, etc. Your introduction should contain your thesis statement. 
Your sentences do not need to be very long, nor do they need to be worded very eloquently, but 
they do need to be complete sentences so that I can understand what points you are trying to 
make. This should be a fully completed outline with developed ideas and paragraphs. It is a good  
idea to include quotes in this outline, so that you will know which quotes to include and where in  
your final essay. This will save you time later because you will already have the skeleton of your  
essay in place. The outline will also help you to organize your ideas. 


Final Draft Criteria: 


1. Topic Selection: Focuses on one specific topic that can be discussed in detail in 4-6 pages 


2. Title: The title should be both creative and informative. 


3. Thesis: Makes a clear, specific, and debatable argument about a person's image in the 
media. 


4. Development/Support: Ideas are fully developed. Three current sources from different 
forms of media have been used as support. 


5. Persuasiveness:The argument is reasonable and potentially convincing to the reader. 


6. Content: The essay contains enough support and evidence to be potentially convincing. 
The ideas are clear and well thought out. 


7. Organization:The ideas appear in a logical order; the paper uses transitions to move from 
one idea to the next. 


8. Spelling/Grammar/Mechanics:The paper is virtually free of spelling, grammar, or 


mechanical errors. 


9. Page Length: The paper is at least 4 complete pages long. Papers less than 4 
COMPLETE pages will not earn a passing grade. 


10. MLA Citation: The paper uses MLA style citation for quotes, paraphrases, 
summaries, and a Works Cited page. 


11. MLA Formatting: The paper uses MLA formatting, including 12 point Times New 
Roman font, double spacing, one inch margins, etc. (See your handbook for a sample 
paper.) 
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