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STUART ENGLAND AND THE SETTLEMENT OF THE CHESAPEAKE


Well before the English conquest of New Netherland, English settlers also built colonies in North America in
the early seventeenth century. Although these colonial societies would eventually play dominant roles in the
formation of the United States, they did not begin as powerhouses. Having lagged behind other European
empires in exploring the New World, the English were seeking to colonize regions that others had considered
and rejected. England was still a minor player in the settlement of the Americas when a new colony called
Virginia was established in 1607 in what seemed like an inauspicious location. But while French, Dutch, and
Spanish colonies continued to attract mostly missionaries and traders, England was the one European country
that saw significant emigration to the New World in the seventeenth century. Large numbers of English men
and women left their homeland owing to economic crisis, political turmoil, and religious conflict. Many of
those emigrants found their way across the Atlantic and some settled in the Chesapeake Bay region, where
the first enduring English colony in North America took root.


CRISIS IN ENGLAND


Between 1535 and 1635, the population of England doubled, almost fully recovering from the massive
demographic losses of the bubonic plague era (see Chapter 1). England's rapid population growth occurred at
a time when colder temperatures yielded smaller harvests and caused severe economic strain. Compounding
the crisis was a change in how property owners were using land. In the medieval era, English landowners
typically saw themselves as lords with responsibilities to the peasants whose lives they dominated and whose
labor they exploited. But as the larger system of feudal obligation loosened after the plague, landowners
increasingly saw their land simply as private estates to be managed for profit. During the late sixteenth and
early seventeenth centuries, they raised rents, evicted long-standing tenants, converted cultivated fields to
pastures for sheep, and built fences around those pastures. Fences, or “enclosures” as they were called, turned
land that had been traditionally considered the common possession of a community into a new kind of private
property, and the enclosure movement became both a cause and a symbol of widespread misery and
discontentment among England's rural populace.


These economic developments uprooted people all over the English countryside. As many as 250,000 men,
women, and children moved from farms and villages to England's growing cities during this period. Mostly
through internal migration, London's population more than doubled between 1550 and 1600 and then roughly
doubled again between 1600 and 1650. By 1635, approximately 350,000 people lived there, making London
the largest city in Europe—and possibly in the world. But some of those on the move sought to leave the
country altogether. Emigration was expensive and in some periods potentially illegal, but the lure of starting
over in a new land could be great, especially in times of political turmoil.


The reigns of James I (1603–1625) and his son Charles I (1625–1649), the first two kings of the House of
Stuart, stirred up intense conflict over the policies and prerogatives of the monarchy. By 1629, their campaign
to expand the power of the Crown reached a new height when Charles decided to rule without Parliament and
then enforced a variety of old royal claims in order to collect revenues without relying on Parliament's
powers of taxation. When Charles eventually reconvened Parliament in 1640, it refused to authorize his
military ventures, and by 1642, Royalists (supporters of the king) and Parliamentarians were raising
competing armies. The political instability of Charles's reign and the violence that ensued during the English
Civil War of the 1640s fueled emigration further.
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But the greatest impetus for leaving England was religious strife, which deeply colored and shaped the
period's political divisions. Two overlapping lines of religious conflict emerged in England under Stuart rule.
The first was about religious uniformity. In an attempt to centralize religious authority in a time when sects
and denominations were proliferating, James I imposed restrictions on Catholics, Presbyterians, and others
who did not conform to the Church of England. His most enduring legacy, the famous King James Bible
(1611), was part of a campaign to create a distinctively English holy book and to standardize Bible-reading
practices. The King James version of Scripture was designed to be read in churches, not in private homes or
at informal religious gatherings.


Prohibition of Feasting, Merrymaking, and the Opening of Taverns on Sundays.This frontispiece of a comic
dialogue was published in response to a law passed in the Puritan British House of Commons.


The fight over centralized worship exposed a larger theological split. On one side stood the Stuart monarchy
and leading officials of the Anglican Church, who believed that orderly, communal church services
supervised by authorized clergymen were necessary to guide ordinary Christians to accept divine grace and
achieve salvation. On the other side stood a growing number of more radical Protestants who stressed the
idea that salvation was predestined (in other words, nothing human beings did could bring it about). Further,
they objected to the lingering hierarchy, ritualism, and worldliness of England's established church. Known as
Puritans (though they often referred to themselves simply as the “godly”), these dissenters were strict
Calvinist Protestants who charged that the English Reformation had not fully purged itself of Catholic heresy.
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Puritans clashed bitterly with their opponents over such questions as whether ministers should wear special
garments, whether December 25 should be celebrated as a Christian holiday, whether musical instruments
belonged in church services, whether it was appropriate to make the sign of the cross during a baptism, and
whether it was permissible to dance on the Sabbath. In all cases, the Puritan answer was a resounding no.


Once Charles I assumed the throne, the government took a harder line on these debates and began requiring
the practices and rituals to which Puritans objected. By the 1630s, many Puritans felt persecuted and
despaired of achieving salvation if they remained in England. Subsequently, when Charles's political
opponents gained the upper hand, it was the Anglicans' turn to consider emigration. Throughout the mid-
seventeenth century, religious wars helped recruit settlers for England's overseas colonies.


Whether Puritans or Anglicans, Royalists or Parliamentarians, English emigrants looked to the New World
for relief from strife and overpopulation at home. They imagined North America as an underinhabited and
undercultivated wilderness where they might live without constraint or conflict. America, as one of the early
migrants pictured it, contained “vast and unpeopled countries … which are fruitful and fit for habitation,
being devoid of all civil inhabitants, where there are only savage and brutish men which range up and down,
little otherwise than the wild beasts.” Some people fantasized that America's fabled natural abundance would
release human beings from the biblical curse of having to live by the sweat of one's brow. Others imagined
that the widespread availability of land would erase generations of privilege and inherited inequality and
create a society of hard-working, independent men living entirely by the sweat of their brows. Although the
men and women who left England to settle across the ocean in the first half of the seventeenth century hoped
for a world that differed from the one they were leaving behind, they also saw themselves as spreading the
benefits of their English Protestant civilization. Early English colonists set out to distinguish themselves not
only from the Indians they might convert, but also from their Spanish Catholic counterparts, whom they
regarded as brutal conquerors.


JAMESTOWN AND POWHATAN


In 1607, seventeen years after the failure of the Roanoke project (see Chapter 1), English colonists made a
second attempt at settling the Chesapeake Bay region. Like Walter Ralegh before them, the investors who
received a royal charter to establish such a settlement called their project Virginia after the virgin queen,
Elizabeth I, who had died in 1603. They also shared many of the aspirations of the adventurers who had tried
to build earlier colonies in Newfoundland and Roanoke: They hoped to spread the Protestant faith to the
heathen population, thwart the expansion of Catholic Spain, discover gold (or some other valuable good), and
find a passage to the Pacific Ocean. To sustain the settlement, Virginia's designers also expected to subdue the
local inhabitants, who might then be made to provide the colonists with food. Neither the London investors
who financed the scheme nor the original settlers who sailed across the Atlantic knew much about the lands
they were set to conquer and claim. The Virginia territory stretched on their maps from present-day North
Carolina to New York.
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Title Page and Frontispiece of 1656 Edition of The Tears of the Indians.By 1600, English readers had been
exposed to a steady stream of anti-Spanish literature detailing the cruelty of Spain's colonization efforts in the
New World. Especially influential were English translations of Bartolomé de Las Casas's In Defense of the
Indians (1550). Although Las Casas was a Catholic priest, his treatise appeared in English translations under
such anti-Catholic titles as Popery Truly Display'd in its Bloody Colours: Or, a Faithful Narrative of the
Horrid and Unexampled Massacres, Butcheries, and all manners of Cruelties that Hell and Malice could
invent, committed by the Popish Spanish.
Page 44


The first ships dropped anchor on April 26, 1607, on swampy marshlands along the James River (named for
the new king), close to fifty miles upstream from the Chesapeake Bay. The English settlers selected this
particular swampy site, which they called Jamestown, for its utility as a fort to protect against possible attack
by the Spanish, who also claimed the Chesapeake region on maps of their domain. Prospects for a thriving
colony on the James River were dismal. Jamestown sat in the tidewater region of Tsenacommacah,
dominated by a powerful confederacy of thirty Algonquian chiefdoms under the leadership of the paramount
chief Powhatan. The European strategy of dividing and conquering small native groups would thus be harder
to pursue. In any case, Powhatan's men were wary from their previous encounters with white visitors and
initially refused to barter food with the newcomers.


To make matters worse, most of the first English residents of Virginia were either gentlemen or their servants,
not farmers accustomed to feeding themselves by raising crops. Compounding this challenge, they arrived
during a time of drought. Moreover, the English were highly susceptible to diseases that incubated easily in a
warm climate, a malarial swampland, and an unfamiliar ecosystem. Within a few months, half of the original
colonists died of illness or starvation. The new settlers who continued to arrive also perished at staggering
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rates. After the especially brutal winter of 1609–1610, only about sixty English colonists out of five hundred
who had made the voyage remained alive in North America, some of them having subsisted on frogs, snakes,
or their starved neighbor's corpses. Overall, about four out of five Virginia settlers died within the colony's
first decade. And because the early migrants were almost exclusively male, prospects for natural growth
among the surviving population were dismal. In its early history, Jamestown was as devastating a failure as
Roanoke.


Jamestown enjoyed a few advantages over Roanoke that enabled Virginia to weather these early setbacks and
become the first enduring English colony in North America. First, the Virginia Company investors stubbornly
refused to pull the plug on the colony, continuing to raise money and recruit migrants even as the project
failed to turn a profit. Second, Captain John Smith, a veteran of religious wars against Catholics and
Muslims, imposed strict military discipline by which he forced all Jamestown settlers to work the land. Third,
Jamestown found a profitable crop. Englishman John Rolfe introduced seeds of the tobacco plant from the
West Indies to Virginia soil and in 1612 enjoyed an impressive harvest that was sampled enthusiastically back
in England. In 1617, ten years after the first settlers arrived, colonists dispatched the first commercial
shipment of tobacco leaves across the Atlantic. The successful cultivation of tobacco boosted the colony's
financial prospects, and the Virginia Company began offering land incentives to encourage migration. Over
the next five years, Virginia's English population soared from under 400 to 1,240.


Perhaps even more important to the colony's initial survival, however, was the decision by Powhatan's people
to trade their corn surplus. Virginians depended for their lives on Indians' grain, and this dependence lay at
the foundation of tense and tenuous relations between natives and immigrants during Jamestown's early
history. Periodically, Powhatan would impose embargoes on trade with the English, who would then retaliate
by attacking Indian villages and raiding the native people's corn stocks. For the first several years of the
Jamestown experiment, demanding Englishmen and wary Indians regularly—and violently—skirmished over
the corn trade.


From the beginning, Powhatan himself had not been sure what to make of the Virginians. From his
perspective, the well-armed immigrants held some attraction as potential allies, and he was pleased to receive
gifts from a faraway land. Perhaps to cement an alliance, Powhatan's men captured John Smith in late 1607
and threatened to execute him, only to release him at the last moment. In Smith's retelling of the event,
Powhatan stayed the execution because Pocahontas, one of his many daughters, interceded on Smith's behalf.
If Smith's story is accurate, Pocahontas was likely participating in a ceremony in which Powhatan ritually
adopted Smith and incorporated the English visitors as a subordinate people. The meaning of such a ritual
was probably lost on the English, however, who continued to see themselves as conquerors and the Indians as
their future subjects.
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Smith left Virginia soon thereafter as a result of a rebellion against his autocratic leadership, but Pocahontas
remained an influential player in the diplomatic relations with the colonists. In 1613, during a period of
escalating warfare, the colonists captured Pocahontas and held her as a prisoner in Jamestown. During her
year-long incarceration, she converted to Christianity and attracted the attention of John Rolfe. In 1614, Rolfe
proposed to Powhatan a marriage with Pocahontas, and the paramount chief accepted eagerly. The marriage
between Pocahontas and Rolfe sealed a diplomatic alliance between their peoples and ushered in a brief era
of peace for the fledgling Virginia colony. Two years later, Pocahontas sailed across the ocean with her
husband and infant son as part of an Indian delegation and was received by King James I of England as a
high-profile Protestant convert—evidence of the Virginia colony's success. Pocahontas, who may well have
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seen the mission as part of her own quest to incorporate the English into her father's kingdom, became fatally
ill during the visit and never returned to her home in Tsenacommacah.


Back in Virginia, the peace began to unravel. Powhatan died in 1618, and political power fell to a chief
named Opechancanough, who considered the English more trouble than they were worth. In March 1622,
Opechancanough launched a series of well-planned assaults on the colonists that killed over three hundred
people—more than one-quarter of Virginia's population—in one day. The English settlers responded with a
long campaign designed to kill the Indians whom they had once hoped to convert. The governor of Virginia
now considered it “infinitely better to have no heathen among us … than to be at peace and league with
them.” After several years of fighting, the English drove their enemies out of their settlement region and
dictated peace terms to Opechancanough's men.


Powhatan.This image of the Algonquians' paramount chief is a detail from John Smith's 1612 Map of
Virginia.


Opechancanough's War (sometimes called Opechancanough's Uprising or the Massacre of 1622) marked a
turning point—not only in Virginia's relations with Indians, but also in the governing structure of the colony.
Alarmed by reports of violence, high death rates, and slow progress on the campaign to spread Christianity,
King James I ordered an investigation. Based on the results of the probe, which confirmed suspicions that the
colony was badly managed but also encouraged optimism about the value of the tobacco trade, the king
revoked the merchant investors' charter in 1624. Henceforth, Virginia would be a royal colony, controlled
directly by the English monarch. Under this arrangement, which would prove crucial to the development of
Virginia over the next century and a half, the king directly appointed colonial governors and councils. Royal
officials could also invalidate any law passed by Virginia's representative assembly, the House of Burgesses,
which settlers had established in 1619. Although Virginia, with a population of only 1,200, remained a fragile
enterprise in 1624, the English government was now taking a direct interest in the colony's affairs and
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prospects.


MIGRATION AND GROWTH


Buoyed by thriving tobacco production and better protected against the Indians, the new royal colony grew.
By 1624, Virginia was shipping two hundred thousand pounds of tobacco to England. Fourteen years later,
that figure had risen to three million. The population climbed steadily as well. By 1619, Virginia landowners
were already importing Africans to work their lands (see Chapter 3), but most migrants to the colony at this
time were poor young Englishmen who arrived as indentured servants obligated to a master for a specified
term. By 1640, eight thousand people lived in the scattered farms and villages of Virginia (see Map 2.3). It
was still a small settlement, even compared to other English colonies at the time, such as Barbados and
Massachusetts, but the continued flow of immigrants and the declining mortality rates made Virginia seem
viable.


 


Map 2.3
English Settlements in the Chesapeake, ca. 1607–1660.As in other parts of the American South, the navigable
rivers of eastern Virginia enabled farmers to load their crops directly onto ships rather than having to send
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them by wagon to a market town or port city. The Chesapeake Bay region featured six thousand miles of
shoreline; therefore, the English colonists felt little need to develop cities there in the seventeenth century.


Rebecca, the Woman Better Known as Pocahontas.This daughter of Powhatan was originally given the names
Amonute and Matoaka. The nickname Pocahontas connoted a playful or mischievous character. Engraved in
England in 1616, this is the only portrait of Pocahontas made during her lifetime.
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Over the next twenty-five years, however, a much larger society emerged in the Chesapeake region. Massive
migrations from England fueled this growth: Between 1645 and 1665, the number of English settlers in
Virginia more than tripled. The new Virginians came in two main varieties. Most were indentured servants
from the lower ranks of English society. Typically males between the ages of fifteen and twenty-four from the
rural southwestern parts of England, these new recruits had decided to take their chances across the ocean,
signing up to labor in Virginia in exchange for their transportation costs. In a minority of cases, servants were
sent against their will (see Interpreting the Sources: Ballads About Virginia). Descendants of these
immigrants would compose a majority of the Virginia colony for the rest of the century.


A second large group of migrants hailed from more prosperous backgrounds. These were elite men and
women recruited by the colony's aristocratic governor, Sir William Berkeley, who presided over Virginia
from 1642 to 1676. In particular, Berkeley attracted well-to-do migrants from the countryside just south and
west of London, especially the younger sons of elite families who did not stand to inherit estates in England.
Governor Berkeley offered them large tracts of land in Virginia and vested them with political power. The
colony's elite immigrants were almost exclusively adherents of the Anglican Church and supporters of King
Charles I during his clashes with Parliament during the English Civil War of the 1640s. After the king was
beheaded in 1649 and the Royalists were defeated in battle in 1651, some partisans of the losing side, often
referred to as Cavaliers, sought refuge in the New World. The migration of English Cavaliers during the first
half of Berkeley's long term in office helped create Virginia's ruling class, and their values and affiliations
shaped laws and social hierarchies in the growing colony. The Anglican Church, for example, was the legally
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established religion of Virginia, and religious minorities, mostly Quakers and Presbyterians, were subject to
persecution and expulsion.


The other development contributing to the growth of English settlement in the Chesapeake was the
establishment of the neighboring colony of Maryland in 1632. Unlike Virginia, Maryland was a proprietary
colony, which meant that the king granted land and legal authority over that land to an individual (or a
group). In the case of Maryland, the proprietor was Cecilius Calvert, a Catholic whose father was close to
King Charles I. Maryland expanded along a similar timeline as its large neighbor to the south, increasing in
population from 600 in 1640 to 4,000 twenty years later. Like Virginia, Maryland was a tobacco colony
dominated by plantation owners and populated by a steady supply of male indentured servants from
southwestern England.


Unlike Virginia, however, Maryland extended religious toleration to all Christians who believed in the
Trinity. English Catholics occupied many prominent positions in the early colony's government and built a
prosperous minority community that remains thriving and influential in Maryland to this day. Most
immigrants to Maryland were not Catholic, however, and the colony's Catholic priests and leaders were
careful not to proselytize among Protestant settlers, lest they incur the wrath of the English government.
Instead, they encouraged their followers to keep a low public profile. As a result, Maryland contained few
churches relative to the population, and religious worship was much less conspicuous there than in other
European colonies in seventeenth-century North America.


BACON'S REBELLION


The English Chesapeake was a highly stratified society, divided sharply according to wealth, power, and
status. The success of the tobacco economy masked real conflicts over access to land and resources. As
immigrants streamed in, two of those conflicts hardened. The first was between poorer and wealthier English
colonists. By midcentury, a fall in mortality rates meant that more servants were outliving the terms of their
indenture and expecting to acquire their own land. Many indenture agreements stipulated that the servant
would receive a headright (a legal grant of land) upon completing his term of servitude. But with high land
prices propped up by a booming tobacco trade, freed servants were increasingly unable to find suitable
farmland. By the 1670s, a majority of the colony was landless, angry, and heavily armed.


 








2/22/15, 7:43 PMIEB Wireframe


Page 10 of 14http://textflow.mheducation.com/parser.php?secload=2.3&fake&print


The Old Brick Church in Smithfield, Virginia.Now known as St. Luke's, the church is the nation's oldest
surviving Gothic building. Construction began in 1632 and took about five years to complete. The interior
fittings were not fully installed until over two decades later. As the English colony grew and settlers moved
farther inland, church construction did not keep pace. Many colonists lived more than five miles away from
the nearest house of worship.
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Cecilius Calvert Extends His Map of Maryland to His Grandson, 1669–1670.A court painter of King Charles
II produced this portrait. Question for Analysis: Why might the youth at the far left have been included in the
scene?
Page 47


The other line of conflict pitted colonists against Indians. An aging Opechancanough mounted a final, deadly,
and ultimately unsuccessful attack on Virginians in 1644, and two years later the Indians of the
Tsenacommacah region signed a treaty confining their settlement to the north side of the York River. The
treaty did little to prevent Virginia's settlers from encroaching on Indian territory, however, especially as
English migration increased. Virginia's aspiring landowners coveted Indian lands for tobacco planting, and
the colony's growing population of servant animals—cows, pigs, horses, sheep, and goats—routinely grazed
beyond the borders of the settlers' farms, destroying Indian cornfields. As a rule, English livestock in Virginia
required five to ten acres of woods for every acre their owners devoted to tobacco. Indians often directed their
rising anger about English colonization against the encroaching settlers' four-legged vanguard. Pigs appear to
have been special targets, and colonists regularly accused Indians of stealing, butchering, or encouraging their
dogs to kill English hogs.
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Periodic pig-killings and other acts of frontier violence between local Indians and Virginians reinforced a
larger development in white-Indian relations in the Chesapeake. As colonists expanded north and west into
Tsenacommacah country after the 1646 treaty, they came into more frequent contact with Indian groups
beyond the boundaries of the old Powhatan confederation. Through this contact the English learned about far-
reaching networks of trade in eastern North America, involving numerous native peoples as well as Spanish
and Swedish colonial outposts. At the same time, English settlers also became exposed to raiding Iroquois
war parties from the distant north. Not fully understanding this wider geopolitical world into which they had
stumbled, anxious colonists associated and conflated the various threats posed by very different groups of
Indians.


All of these conflicts converged in 1675 around an Englishman named Nathaniel Bacon, who had arrived in
Virginia the previous year. In July, a group of Doeg Indians living on the Maryland side of the Potomac River
seized some pigs belonging to a Virginia planter colonist whom they accused of not paying a debt. A series of
reprisals followed, involving more parties. When the Susquehannocks, an Iroquoian-speaking people from
the north who had moved to Maryland, attacked colonists in the westernmost reaches of Virginia and
Maryland settlement, a wave of fear rippled through the colonies.
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 INTERPRETING THE SOURCES
Ballads About Virginia


Most of the English migrants to Virginia in the middle of the seventeenth century were unskilled laborers or
tenant farmers hoping to escape a life of poverty. Since many of them were illiterate, historians have
relatively few sources that document their aspirations, expectations, and disappointments. Several English
folk songs composed during the period, however, offer glimpses into the world of these Virginia migrants,
often filtered through humor and mockery. One popular ballad, originally published in 1650, tells the story of
a weaver who punishes his unfaithful wife by selling her to a ship captain for ten pounds and tricking her into
boarding a boat bound for Virginia. The text below is from another seventeenth-century ballad that chronicles
the ordeals of women who were duped into sailing to America. Strong evidence supports the view that such
practices were not simply the fabrications of balladeers.


Give ear unto a Maid, that lately was betray'd,
And sent into Virginny, O:
In brief I shall declare, what I have suffer'd there,
When that I was weary, weary, weary, weary, O.
[Since] that first I came to the Land of Fame,
Which is called Virginny, O.
The Axe and the Hoe wrought my overthrow.
When that I was weary, weary, weary, weary, O.
Five years served I, under Master Guy,
In the land of Virginny, O;
When she sits at Meat, then I have none to eat,
When that I was weary, weary, weary, weary, O.
…
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Instead of Beds of Ease, to lye down when I please,
In the Land of Virginny, O;
Upon a bed of straw, I lye down full of woe,
When that I was weary, weary, weary, weary, O.
…
Instead of drinking Beer, I drink the water clear,
In the Land of Virginny, O;
Which makes me pale and wan, do all that e'er I can,
When that I was weary, weary, weary, weary, O.
…
Then let Maids beware, all by my ill-fare,
In the Land of Virginny, O;
Be sure to stay at home, for if you do here come
You all will be weary, weary, weary, weary, O.
“The Trappan'd Maiden,” written in the seventeenth century, reprinted in C. H. Firth, An American Garland:
Being a Collection of Ballads Relating to America, 1563-1759 (Oxford: Blackwell, 1915), pp. 51–53.
Explore the Source


1. What makes Virginia so unpleasant, according to the song?


2. What had been the speaker's expectations before sailing across the ocean?


3. Who exactly might have “betray'd” the maiden?


4. What does this text suggest about attitudes toward drinking water in seventeenth-century English
culture?


5. Why might Virginia have been especially eager to attract female migrants, and why might
Englishwomen have been especially reluctant to emigrate there?


Bacon, an aristocratic relative of Governor William Berkeley's wife, had become politically estranged from
Berkeley and seized the opportunity to lead land-hungry English settlers—mostly current or recent
indentured servants—on a series of attacks against what he called “foreign Indians.” This campaign drew
many followers and supporters in Virginia, but once Bacon sought authorization for a broader war “against all
Indians in general,” Berkeley balked and declared Bacon a rebel. As landless settlers flouted the governor's
orders and refused to abandon their campaign, Virginia descended into political and military chaos. Bacon's
supporters elected him to the House of Burgesses, but when he arrived in Jamestown to take his seat,
Berkeley had him placed in chains. After a series of blustery maneuvers on both sides, Bacon's men turned
their guns on the legislature, extorted a written authorization to lead more raids against Indians, and
proceeded to march through the colony. Two armies of Virginians—each comprising English servants,
African slaves, and tobacco planters—pillaged the countryside in 1676 and took turns capturing Jamestown,
which Bacon ultimately burned to the ground, forcing Berkeley to flee the colony. A few weeks later,
however, Bacon contracted dysentery and died, essentially ending the military threat to Berkeley's rule. With
the execution of twenty-three of Bacon's followers, order was restored.


Bacon's Rebellion meant different things to different participants. Many Virginians on both sides of this civil
war took seriously Bacon's calls for lower taxes and a wider distribution of land and political power in the
expanding colony. Others probably saw the battle between Bacon and Berkeley as an internal economic
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contest pitting those elites who coveted Indian lands against those who valued Indian trade relations. For its
part, Virginia's new leadership, which took the reins after Berkeley was recalled to England in 1677, saw one
clear lesson in the bloodshed and chaos: A large population of landless settlers posed a grave threat to the
political hierarchy. To quell this danger, colonial authorities endorsed Bacon's policy of aggressive expansion
into Indian territory in order to open up more land to former indentured servants. They also began
encouraging the importation of enslaved Africans, who, because they would be kept in perpetual servitude,
would defuse the class struggle within the white population (see Chapter 3.)


Page 49


From an Indian perspective, Bacon's Rebellion had leveled a devastating blow. Settler attacks scattered the
Susquehannocks, forcing them northward to face the violence of their old enemies in the Iroquois League.
But Bacon's militia also inflicted heavy casualties upon those Tsenacommacah groups that had been Virginia's
allies and trading partners. In 1677, these Indian peoples met with the colony's new governor to sign the
Treaty of Middle Plantation, which acknowledged their subjection to English rule and promised them
protection from settlers' attacks only if they remained within a three-mile buffer zone of the latter's villages.
Effectively, the treaty created the first Indian reservations in the lands that would become the United States.
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