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Homework Assignment #2 – Due Friday, February 6 


Psyc 3350 – Social Psychology 


Dr. Noelle Scuderi 


 


Now that you have learned “How to Read a Journal Article in Social Psychology” 


(Jordan & Zanna, 1999), you are being given the opportunity to practice those skills in 


the reading of this week’s article choices. Read one of the two articles listed below as 


your “Supplemental Reading #2.” 


Choice A: 


Oosterwijk, S., Rotteveel, M., Fischer, A. H., & Hess, U. (2009). Embodied 


emotion concepts: How generating words about pride and disappointment 


influences posture. European Journal of Social Psychology, 39, 457-466. 


doi:10.1002/ejsp.584 


OR 


Choice B: 


MacDonald, D. J., & Standing, L. G. (2002). Does self-serving bias cancel the 


Barnum Effect? Social Behavior and Personality, 30(6), 625-630. Doi: 


10.2224/sbp.2002.30.6.625  


 


For Homework #2, you will be reading and responding in writing to one of the two 


identified articles. I would like half the class to read/respond to each article, so I will 


have a sign-up sheet to facilitate this process. Sign-ups will be first-come first served, 


with a maximum of 30 students reviewing each article. 


Please read the article, highlighting the key theories, hypotheses, and results for 


your own benefit as you read. You might consider using some of the techniques that 


you learned from the Jordan & Zanna (1999) article. Then, review and analyze this 


article via a two to three (2 – 3) page write-up for this homework assignment, due on 


Friday, February 6. 


Please including the following information in your paper. 


 Begin your write-up by explaining the purpose of the article, including a summary 


of the hypothesis or hypotheses. Please address in your write-up whether you 


feel the authors provide sufficient background information in their literature 


review for you to understand the theories used in the study and how they relate 


to the proposed hypotheses. 
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 Examine the methods used to test or examine the researchers’ predictions. 


Please explain whether you feel the methods chosen adequately address the 


concepts identified for study by the hypotheses. Why or why not? If multiple 


hypotheses are examined, provide several examples. 


 Next, explain your understanding of the major findings of the study and whether 


the proposed hypotheses were supported or refuted. What alternative 


explanations are possible? Alternative explanations are often addressed by 


research authors, but you may also add your own ideas if they fail to address 


your observations in the article. 


 Finally, address in your write-up whether you believe this article makes a 


valuable contribution to the body of knowledge in this area, and provide at least 


one suggestion for a future research endeavor (either your own idea or one that 


is suggested by the authors). 


This is an individual assignment that should be completed on your own. Your paper 


should be typed and double-spaced, with appropriate margins and typeface (12-pt font).  


The assignment is for a two to three page paper (Note: 2 pages is the minimum); 


however, my emphasis is always on the content and the quality of the work, over and 


above the number of pages of the final submission. Most students would find it very 


difficult to squeeze all of the required elements into a two-page paper, although it is 


possible with very proficient writing. Some students will have a hard time limiting their 


summary to three pages, and that is okay. 


This assignment is worth 60 points and will be graded on whether you have clearly 


addressed the questions identified in a well-organized and complete manner. You may 


upload your paper directly into Blackboard via the provided SafeAssignment Link.  


Citation reminder – There will only be one primary source for this paper (the article 


that you are reading), but you still need to cite that source as appropriate in the course 


of your write-up. If you quote from the article, you need to indicate the quote using 


quotation marks and provide a parenthetical citation for that quote as well, including the 


author name(s), year, and page #. In addition, even when you paraphrase an idea from 


the article, you must cite the source of that idea.  


Please make a specific effort to cite the authors & year in the introductory paragraph to 


your paper making it clear that the summary to follow discusses the content of the 


article referenced. Accordingly, you should also include the complete APA style 


reference of your reviewed article at the end of your paper. . . Some of you may not 


have much experience with this type of citation/referencing, so I will be giving detailed 


feedback as we proceed through the course, but I do want you to offer up your best 


efforts for this paper. Several examples are provided below of citation methods and 


techniques. For more examples, reference the APA Publication Manual which is 


available for purchase at the bookstore or for review in the reference section of the 


library. I will also be posting some examples/resources to our Blackboard course. 
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Examples of how to use citations within a paper. 


 Muraven and Baumeister (2000) examine self-control as a limited resource that 


may be used up and must be replenished with a period of rest. 


 In highlighting the point that “it is important not to overstate the findings,” 


Muraven and Baumeister (2000) recognize the need for additional theory 


development and hypothesis testing on their proposed strength model of self-


control (p. 254). 


 In future research on self-control, the authors suggest direct measurement and 


manipulation of self-control as a construct, as opposed to its assumed or implied 


presence, as was often the case in the current article (Muraven & Baumeister, 


2000). 


 


Additional Writing Tips: 


 This paper is to be written in a formal style. Please refrain from 1st-person 


references such as "I think" or "in my opinion". You may provide your analytical 


opinion as requested via simple statements such as, "This article does make a 


valuable contribution to the science of embodied cognition because. . . " without 


saying the words, "I think..." 


 Please use active voice writing when possible, avoiding overuse of the "be" verbs 


(i.e. "is" "was") 


 Spell check and grammar check your writing before submission! Watch for run-


on sentences and sentence fragments. Read it out loud to yourself or have 


someone else read it for you!  


 One way to gauge whether you have done a good job with summarizing the 


article for your paper is to ask someone who has little prior knowledge of 


psychological theories or concepts to read your paper and see if it makes sense 


to them. If not, then you probably need to provide more explanations/definitions, 


etc. to make your writing more clear and understandable. 
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