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The best thing I can do for the Harveys is avoid them. Definitely, 1
decide, this seems the best course of action. Here I am, spirinual
adviser to yet another man on death row,! giving lectures, conduct-
ing workshops, and organizing public demonstrations for the aboli-
tion of the death penalty. The Harveys, on the other hand, don’t
miss an execution. Each time, there they are outside the front gate
of Angola, celebrating as another murderer is killed.

On what common ground could we possibly meet?

Good-bye, Harveys. Or so 1 think.

I have decided to avoid the Harveys, but they have not decided
to avoid me.

Two years after Robert’s execution, in 1986, our abolition group
is sponsoring a weekend seminar on the death penalty at Loyola
University. Not a big event by any means, attended by a hundred
or so of those most dedicated to the cause. Proponents of the death
penalty never attend these seminars.

Except the Harveys.

As we are about to begin the first session [ look across the room
and see them. 1 avert my eyes. All day I avoid them. Why have a
confrontation over irreconcilable differences, a confrontation that
can only lead to further estrangement and pain?
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