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iIna recent CfiS@ in New Jersey, 4 man named Richard Biegenwald
S freed from prison aft(?r serving elght.eejn years for murder; since his
clease b has beerll convicted o'f committing four murders. A prisoner
amed Lemuel Smith, who, while serving four life sentences for mur-
jer (plus two life sentences for kidnapping and robbery) in New York's
creen Haven Prison, lured a woman corrections officer into the chap-
lin's office and sgangled her. He then mutilated and dismembered her
body. An additional life sentence for Smith is meaningless. Because New
jork has no, death penalty statute, Smith has effectively been given a
license to kill.

But the problem of multiple murder is not confined to the nation’s
penitentiaries. In 1981, ninety-one police officers were killed in the line
of duty in this country. Seven percent of those arrested in the cases that
have been solved had a previous arrest for murder. In New York City in
1976 and 1977, eighty-five persons arrested for homicide had a previous
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ending the death penalty but for extepdmg It. It is not justice 10 exclyg,
everyone from the penalty of the lava if a few are found to be 30 favoreg
Justice requires that the law be applied equally to all.

6. Thou Shalt Not Kill. The Bible is our greatest Source of mq,
inspiration. Opponents of the death penalty frequently cite the Sixth
of the Ten Commandments in an attempt to prove that capital pup.
‘ishment is divinely proscribed. In the original Hebrew, however, the
Sixth Commandment reads “Thou Shalt Not Commit Murder,” anq the
Torah specifies capital punishment for a variety of offenses. The bib-
lical viewpoint has been upheld by philosophers throughout history,
The greatest thinkers of the nineteenth century —Kant, Locke, Hobbes,
Rousseau, Montesquieu, and Mill—agreed that natural law properly
authorizes the sovereign to take life in order to vindicate justice. Only
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