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‘The Research Proposal

Research proposal:a systemacic plan for complesing a esearch project.
Purposes:

# 10 organize your thinking
= co invite response, evaluation and suggestions from others
10 test the viability of a research project

~_- Strategy

‘Writing a Research Proposal
There s no standard format for a research proposal; he structure will depend on
the e of research uestion, the audience for the project, and the preferences and
expectations of those requesting the proposal. However, most propesals requre the
folowing sections

1. INTRODUCTION:Includes your research question, how you arrived ac your ques-
tion, and why you think t i significant. A good question has muliple possible
‘answers. e willbring you into a conversation with other researchers who are
wriing and thinking about your question. Explain how you came to idenciy
your question (in your reading, 2 class, discussions, and other sources), and
describe why itis 3 question worth answering, Your answer to the question
“Why am | researching this subject” should be more than *It ncerests me.”
What do you hope to learn from ic? What value migh i have for others? What
behavior, decisions, or accions might be impacred by the answer?

2. Working Hypomesis: Include possible answers to your question, and end with
what seems most credible and reasonable at this oin inyour resarch. You will
generally not be looking for the *right” answer but for the one answer or com.
bination of answers thar offers the best evidence or fullest explanation or most
convincing argumens.

3. WomanG Bisuiocaap List your most promising preliminary sources, using
the documentation format (LA, APA) appropriate for your project, and
include your summary notes on key ideas and thei connection to your inquiry.

4. Researci STRATEGY: Your research scracegy has two pars:

What do I need to know? 4 sc of the questions you will need to answer,
ey ideas or concepts you willneed to define, and assumptions o biases you
will need t0 question in order to complece your project

‘Where will ook for answers? A description of how you will go about get-
ting the information you need: what sources you will consult, what leads you
have, what difficulties may presen themselves




