she is told that Funtown is closed to colored children, and
of inferiority beginning to form in her little mental sky,
distort her personality by developing an unconscious Shis
people; when you have to concoct an answer for a five-year-old son who is aslie
ing, “Daddy, why do white people treat colored people so Mean?”; when veu:
take a cross-country drive and find it necessary to sleep night after night m}’ﬁ
uncomfortable corners of your automobile because no motel wil accept you;
when you are humiliated day in and day out by nagging signs reading “White’:
and “colored”; when your first name becomes “nigger,” your middle Name
becomes “boy” (however old you are), and your last name becomes “John,” and
your wife and mother are never given the respected title “Mrs.”; when you are
harried by day and haunted by night by the fact that you are a Negro, living con-
stantly at tiptoe stance, never quite knowing what to expect next, and are
plagued with inner fears and outer resentments; when you are forever fightin
a degenerating sense of “nobodiness”—then you will understand why we find
it difficult to wait. There comes a time when the cup of endurance runs over, and

men are no longer willing to be plunged into the abyss of despair. I hope, sirs,
you can understand cur legitimate and unavoidable impatience.

bitterness toward

[CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE]

You express a great deal of anxiety over our willingness to break laws. This is
certainly a legitimate concern. Since we so diligently urge people to obey the
Supreme Court’s decision of 1954 outlawing segregation in the public schools,
at first glance it may seem rather paradoxical for us consciously to break laws.
One may well ask, “How can you advocate breaking some laws and obeying
others?” The answer lies in the fact that there are two types of laws: just and
unjust. I would be the first to advocate obeying just laws. One has not only a
legal but a moral responsibility to obey just laws. Conversely, one has a moral
responsibility to disobey unjust laws. I would agree with St. Augustine that “an
unjust law is no law at all.”?

Now, what is the difference between the two? How does one determine
whether a law is just or unjust? A just law is a man-made code that squares with
the moral law or the law of God. An unjust law is a code that is out of harmony
with the moral law. To put it in the terms of St. Thomas Aquinas: An unjust law 15
ahuman law that is not rooted in eternal law and natural law.” Any law that uplifts
human personality is just. Any law that degrades human personality is unjust. Al
segregation statutes are unjust because segregation distorts the soul and damages
the personality. It gives the segregator a false sense of superiority and the segre-
gated a false sense of inferiority. Segregation, to use the terminology of the IWBE"
philosopher Martin Buber, substitutes an “I-it” relationship for an “I-thov

2 Augustine, On Free Choice of the Will, Book 1, Chapter 5. Augustine (345-430) was a North Afric®?
theologian and philosopher; for a biography, see p. 74. [D. C. Abgp] e

*Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, Part Two, First Part, Question 95, Second article. Aq::;
{about 1224-1274) was an Italian theologian and philosopher; for a biography, see p. 3. (D CR
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