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The Monsters with a Free Spirit

Reading ‘{f],”he Glass Casz‘le‘,/, written by Jeannette Walls, was surprisingly
amazing, what happened in and with her life was unbelievable. She went from
moving constantly all over America and being poor, a){with an unstable family, to
becoming a well-known author living in New York. Her parents played a big role in
her life and making it what it is now‘;th/ere are good and bad things that happened in / f
her childhood but she overcame them and lived a new life. Rex Walls, her father had
his ups and downs, but he had some;h/%/that held him down a little which was his

j/ S e ot/ '3 ’7 C(f; t)
chﬂdren; for Rose Mgﬂy he lived in her'own world, but she had also something to

keep her sane and let her behave the way she did. So are the parents monsters or freeﬁ /[i}, ;M//’

spmte%or both? / G(I/MJ./‘ -
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Rex Walls the husband of Rose M317§ o the father of four children, Jeannette,

!

Brain, Lori, and Maureen. He was an alcohohc With gambling problems, with a bad

childhood, and he was irresponsible; but at the same time? he had t)‘e/ knowledge, '/

dreams, hope, and wanted his children to be happy. The gambling problems became

)

o

1 g \
his worst nightmare he had to be on the move and away from his d?@family [’j

moved to eight different states and cities.

His childhood troubles came from his mother whc)}aéj syé also had a troubled
childhood, working like a maid for relatives and it wasn’t by her choice" Erma's g_/

parents had died when she was young, Mom explained, and she had been shipped off
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to one relative after another who had treated her hke a servant” (Walls 144) is ,,?(?7( g
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responsibility was weak, he didn’t know(ﬁow was ]h1s children and he didn’t place a Con —{'
\/”’ o Col

stable roof@f them. But; he had knowledge and he gave some of it to his
S

chﬂdren he ﬁlled his children with drearns hke bulldmo a glass castle. And on top of
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that he wanted to make them happye}ilen they drgn’t et any presents for Christmas

he took them to the desert and made them choose a star as a glﬁ aﬂd—x-t—w-a‘s—ftrthemi’

// On Christmas Eve, Dad took each of us kids out into the desert mght one by one..

And he gave me Venus"(3 9)5, hat was the best memory of Jeannette of her father she W

won't forget it.
,2 l.

ther, Grandpa Ted was quiet, harmless, alcoholic and was overtaken

¢ looked fragile, with short white hair that stood straight up. His voice
was so mumbly I could hardly understand him. I didn't know if it was his accent or if
maybe he wasn't wearing his dentures. lName’s Ted, but you can calkme Grandpa;'

he went of (131). I guess alcoholism runs deep in each member of Rex's family. He  j

£
self qu1tti<ljarmless is because of the way Erma s aggressiveness and (/ 6»0»—5

—— — . —

madness He hated being in fights and he a.lways pulls himself out from sﬁlu/a,nro/ns he

bemg tol

,} knew will eqd up bad And that’s why Rex didn’t have a great role model to see up

NG 7
@uin’t teach him heWw to be a man to take care not only of himself, but to take

care of his family and make sure that they are happy and living a good life.

And Rose Ma@ wife of Rex Walls and the mother of four, sh¢ had some

characteristics that were the same as Rex. She was unsuccessful, irresponsible, free
spirited, selfish, but she intended to do what is best for her chﬂdren First of all, she
wasn’t successful for beiniﬁa artist, which she was and didn’t get to be known to the
public at all. Second{ji?} was irresponsible@her children's health, comfort, and

F )
well-being, didn’t care if they ate or if they had problems that needed to be soi\)fgdyhj
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would doze off like shé lived in another pla{ey‘ay from being a parent. Thirdly, she
intended to do what's best for her children by not taking them to school and by letting
-‘..-__—— i

them learn from life and their mistakeésie) stopped providing for her family by not

Y
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teaching in a schopl she was a teacher and that comes back to her mothger, which she *,

isalsoa teaté'ﬁr,}@}ose Mzﬁr)} had problems with heramother and she was hard headed
7 /{) \ '/?

to even listen to her own mother for her children's being. And despite the parents ups ™ _

Vi
and dow:@ey loved their children, but they were in another place.
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To sum pJ eannette Wallstparen%{ex and ROS?jWere momteé,jt/héy somehow °
help their children to depend on themselves and grow up _not needing mne_tg&elp ?f
thc;,m. But they also didn’t provide good care and stability, each one of them had
problems and the problems piled up, and Rex and Rose weren’t there to help or be by

their children's side.



