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The Importance of Getting Curious

a Pay attention to what you've read recently. What ﬂEWSPaPET
articles have sparked your curiosity and raised interesting questions?
Rob, a hunter, encountered an article that reported the number of
hunters was steadily declining in the United States. He wondered
why. Karen read an account of a particularly violent ])I'Hﬁ.‘.‘iﬁiuna]
hockey game. She decided to research the Boston Bruins, a team with
a history of violent play, and examine how violence has affected the
sport. Don't limit yourself to the newspaper. What else have you read
recently—perhaps magazines or books—or seen on TV that has made
you wonder?

s Consider practical topics. Perhaps some questions about your
career choice might lead to a promising topic. Maybe youre thinking
about teaching but wonder about current trends in teachers’ salaries.
One student, Anthony, was being recruited by a college to play basket-
ball and researched the tactics coaches use to lure players. What he
learned helped prepare him to make a good choice.

a Think about issues, ideas, or materials you've encountered in
other classes. Have you come acrosgs anything that intrigued you, that
yvou'd like to learn more about?

s Look close to home. An interesting research topic may be right
under your nose. Does your hometown (or your campus community)
suffer from a particular problem or have an intrigning history that
would be worth exploring? Jackson, tired of dragging himself from
his dorm room at 3:00 a.m. for fire alarms that always proved false,
researched the readiness of the local fire department to respond to
such calls. Ellen, whose grandfather worked in the aging woolen
mills in her hometown, researched a crippling strike that took place
there 60 years ago. Her grandfather was an obvious source for an
interview.

a Collaborate. Work together in groups to come up with interest-
ing topics. Try this idea with your instructor’s help: Organize the class
into small groups of five, Give each group ten minutes to come up with
specific questions about one general subject—for example, American
families, recreation, media, race or gender, health, food, history of the
local area, environment of the local area, education, and so forth. Post
these questions on newsprint as each group comes up with them. Then
rotate the groups so that each has a shot at generating questions for
every subject. At the end of 40 minutes, the class will have generated
perhaps 100 questions, some uninspired and some really interesting.
You can also try this exercise on the class Web site using the discus-
sion hoard or group features.










