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Running head: UNDERSTANDING ISLAM Understanding Islam Manuel Barraza REL 134 October 15, 2014 David Long Understanding Islam The word ‘Islam’
literally means ‘surrender’ or ‘submission’ and alludes to abandonment to the will of Allah, who created and sustains the whole world. Islam is a
‘monotheistic, Abrahamic religion which is articulated by the Quran, 2 book that is held by s followers as the message of God, word for word. Islam was
founded on Prophet Muhammad's teachings that were revealed to him by Allah in the 7th century. Islam contains several denominations and a lot of variety
within them. The two branches within the tradition are the Sunni and the Shi'a, each claiming for itself different means of maintaining its religious authority.
One of the characteristics of Islam is the five Pillars which are the fundamental practices of the Islamic religion. These five practices are a ritual
Drofession of faith, ritual praver (salah), the zakat fasting during Ramadan, and the haii (a pilarimage to Mecca).Many Muslims are identified by
their commitment to praving to Allah five times every day. They also have a commitment to honour sacred places such as Mecca, Medina and Jerusalem.
Muhammad is known as per Muslim tradition to be the last in a series of prophets. From 610, as per the earliest surviving writings, Muhammad revealed that
he had received revelations he believed to be from God communicated to him through Archangel Gabriel (ibril). The content of these revelations, later to be
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Running head: UNDERSTANDING ISLAM Understanding Islam Manuel Barraza REL 134 October 15, 2014 David Long Understanding Islam The word ‘Islam’
literally means ‘surrender’ or submission’ and alludes to abandonment to the will of Allah, who created and sustains the whole world. Islam is a
‘monotheistic, Abrahamic religion which is articulated by the Quran, 2 book that is held by its followers as the message of God, word for word. Islam was
founded on Prophet Muhammad's teachings that were revealed to him by Allah in the 7th century. Islam contains several denominations and a lot of variety
within them. The two branches the tradition are the Sunni and the Shi'a, each claiming for itself different means of maintaining its religious authority.
One of the unifving characteristics of Islam is the five Pillars which are the fundamental practices of the Islamic religion. These five practices are a ritual
Drofession of faith, ritual praver (salah), the zakat (charity), fasting during Ramadan, and the haii (a pilarimage to Mecca).Many Muslims are identified by
their commitment to praving to Allah five times every day. They also have a commitment to honour sacred places such as Mecca, Medina and Jerusalem.
Muhammad is known as per Muslim tradition to be the last in a series of prophets. From 610, as per the earliest surviving writings, Muhammad revealed that
he had received revelations he believed to be from God communicated to him through Archangel Gabriel (ibril). The content of these revelations, later to be
known as the Qur'an, was recited and recorded by his companions. He proclaimed to the people to start practising polytheism and imploring them to join
monotheism. Some people converted but Muhammad and his followers were persecuted by Meccan authorities and migrated into Abyssinia to the Empire of
Aksumite. In 622, Muhammad, his relatives, and the Muslims did the Hiira ("emigration”) into the city of Medina (which was previously called Yathrib). There,
Muhammad established his political and religious authority together with the Medinan converts (Ansar) and the Meccan migrants (Muhaiirun). The city was
governed in accordance with Islamic economic jurisprudence. Soon a Constitution was formulated for the city of Medina, establishing 2 number of rights and
duties for the Muslim, Christian, Jewish, and pagan communities in Medina, consolidating them within the fold of one community called the Ummah and all
the tribes signed the agreement. By the year 629, more people had converted to Islam and Muhammad had gained victory in Mecca by a bloodless
annexation, and by the time he died in 632, aged 62 he had been successful in uniting the tribes of Arabia into one religious polity. The largest branch in
Islam is Sunni Islam, making up 75%=90% of all Muslims. Sunni Muslims are also called Ahl as-Sunnahmeaning “people of the tradition (of Muhammad)”. This
is contained in the hadiths, which recount Muhammad's words, actions, and personal features, and are preserved in traditions known as Al-Kutub Al-Sittah
(the six maior books). The Sunnis believe that the first four caliphs were the rightful successors to Muhammad, This is because God did not appoint any.
specific leaders to succeed Muhammad, besides those leaders were elected. The Sunnis adhere to the Quran, then the Hadith. However for leqal matters
not found in the Quran nor in the Hadith, they follow four madh'habs meaning schools of thought namely the Hanbali, Hanafi, Maliki and Shafii, which have
been established around the teachings of AbiHarifa, Ahmad bin Hanbal, Malik ibnAnas and al-Shafi'l respectively. Each of these accepts the validity of the
other three and the Muslim choses the one he or she prefers. The Shia makes up 10-20% of Islam and is the second largest denomination. Whereas the
‘Sunnis hold that a Caliph must be elected by the community, the Shia's believe that Muhammad appointed his son-in-law, who was called AlibnAbiTalib, as

s successor, Furthermore, only certain descendants of Ali could become Imams. They believe that Al ibnAbiTalib was the first Imam (Ieader), and reject the
rightfulness of the earlier Muslim caliphs namelyUthmanibn al-Affan, Abu Bakr, and Umar ibn al-Khattab. Shia Islam has several smaller branches, the
largest being the Twelvers, then the Zaidis and the Ismailis. The Salafi (who are also called Ahl al-Hadith meaning the people of hadith, or the Wahhabi by,
their adversaries) is an ultra-orthodox denomination of Islam which takes the first generation of Muslims as exemplary models, The understanding of Islam
is indispensable in today’s world of heated issues of prejudice and discrimination in a bid to create a more tolerant and harmonious world. References Islam
at a glance. Retrieved from http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/ Religion Library- Islam. Retrieved from http://www.patheos.com/Library/Islam.html
History of Islam. Retrieved from www.barkati.net/english/ 1 UNDERSTANDING ISLAM 2 UNDERSTANDING ISLAM 3 UNDERSTANDING ISLAM 4 UNDERSTANDING
ISLAM 5
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