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10 REALLY SAVE THE PLANET, STOP GOING GRERX

By MIKE TiDwELL

As President Obama heads to Copenhagen next week for global warmi

talks, there’s one simple step Americans back home can take to helm:)lllllg
Stop “going green.” Just stop it. No more compact fluorescent light l}))ulbs.
No more green wedding planning. No more organic toothpicks for holida3.r

hors d’oeuvres.

December should be national Green-Free Month. Instead of continuing our
faddish and counterproductive emphasis on small, voluntary actions, we
should follow the example of Americans during past moral crises and work
toward large-scale change. The country’s last real moral and social revolution
was set in motion by the civil rights movement. And in the 1960s, civil rights
activists didn’t ask bigoted Southern governors and sheriffs to consider “10

Ways to Go Integrated” at their convenience.
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Manhattan and the Eastern Shore of Maryla!nd fnay join the .tlantlc Ocean ,
our lifetimes. Entire Pacific island nations will disappear. Hur}'lcanes will brin,
untold destruction. Rising sea levels and crippling droughts will decimate Crops
and cause widespread famine. People will go hungry, and people will die.

As America joins the rest of tl ng, v,

Morally, this is sort of a big deal. It would be wrong to let all this happen whe,
we have the power to prevent the worst of it by adopting clean-energy policies

But how do we do that? Again, look to the history of the civil rights strugge.
After many decades of public denial and inaction, the civil rights movemen
helped Americans to see Southern apartheid in moral terms. From there, the
movement succeeded by working toward legal change. Segregation was phast
out rapidly only because it was phased out through the law. These statutes didn!
erase racial prejudice from every American heart overnight. But through ther

our c r i 1 hi
country made staggering progress. Just consider who occupies the Whit
House today.
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 course: all this will require congressijg
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3 what's the problem? There’s lots of blame t0 g0 around

of the “go green m(.)vement has played a significant role. Takin thei
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C

helieve that they are personally to blame for glob iy

al warmj
fix it, one by one, at home. And so they either do as the;’l o atthey mus
alittle of that—or they feel overwhelmed and do nothing.
We all got into this mess together. And now, with treaty talks underway
internationally and Congress stalled at home, we need to act accordingly. Don’t
spend an hour changing your light bulbs. Don’t take a day to caulk your windows.
Instead, pick up a phone, open a laptop, or travel to a U.S. Senate office near you

and turn the tables: “What are the 10 green statutes you’re working on to save
the planet, Senator?”

Demand 4 carbon-cap bill that mandates the number 350. That’s the lev.el.Of
tarbon pollution scientists say we must limit ourselves to: 350 parts P.er mﬂlfon
of C02 in the air. If we can stabilize the atmosphere at that number n co;n1n§
d‘ecade& we should be able to avoid the worst-case scenario and preserve ap a:vlfll
milar to the one human civilization developed on. To get there, A(;ntzncra; i»
nee(.i ' make deep but achievable pollution cuts well before 2020. Al;t incI;ude a
:galnst energy price shocks during this transition, Congress mu s
Ystem of direct rebates to consumers, paid for by auc
}’"energy companies that continue to pollute our sky.
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