Essay 111, Final Portfolio, and Cover Essay Prompt

Dr. Beier English 101
M.W.FE. 10 Nov. 2014

Ln;)hc;h 101 culminates in a final portfolio. This is the final and most heavily weighted assignment
in every 101 class across the University. As stated on out syllabus, the portfolio will be worth 30%

in out class. It will include:

1. A Third Essay
2. A Cover Essay
3. Many additional documents from across the semester that are relevant to 1 and 2
4. A Table of Contents
The Third Essay

Your third essay is to be a significant revision of Essay 2. In addition to taking into account
feedback from your instructor and peers, you will need to expand its length to 1000 words, 12 point
font, MLA style). This expansion needs to incorporate outside research. Use, at least, four
sources (all of which must be scholarly). For those of you who are writing on texts that may not
have sources about the piece itself, you will need to find pieces that speak generically to your project.
For example, if you are writing on an obscure sermon of Rev. MacV. icar, perhaps you can find

articles on the rhetoric of preaching.

In class we will discuss the differences between scholarly and popular soutrces, and strategies for
including your research in the essay. You will need to include both occasional citations and a
paragraph or footnote that situates what you say within what others are saying. A Works Cited is

also required, but does not count toward your 1000 words.

A preliminary final copy of essay 3 is due when you confer with me in a one-on-one session during
the week of Nov. 17-21. R

PORTFOLIO

Essay 3 will then become a key part of your semester pottfolio. You may revise it again after the
one-on-one confetence. All other documents in the portfolio will provide context for the process

by which you developed your ultimate version of Essay 3.

Cover Hssay
This semester you have developed a faculty of thetoric within yourself that allows you to choose apt /(

words for a situation and an audience. This Cover Essay is your chance to explain some of your
choices in Essay 3 by engaging in a self-analysis of your in invention, orgamm‘uOn and style. The
Cover Essay does not count toward your 1000 words, and should be 1-2 pages iongr When you
discuss your invention, be sure to note your thesis and by what process it has become focused and
atgumentative. Also, be sure to examine and evaluate your success at anal)jigg the C_\'Id_f..@
showing (rathei than telling) in body paragrath When reflecting on organization, include a

statement of what type of 111troductlor1 and conclusmn techniques you are emplovmg in essay 3 and



why you chose these techniques. Reflect on the ordering of your proofs as well. Regarding style,
analyze your diction and your sentences ( -ariety, continuity, etc.). Also, point out any energetic
figures of speech that you have crafted, and explain how they help prove your thesis. Your
reflections (on invention, organization, and style) will often be best assisted by providing specific
examples. For example, you could quote a passage from a rough-draft and then unpack how you
have revised the passage to improve yout diction. Lastly, in a separate and final paragraph of the
Cover Essay, explain how your case fulfills the definition(s) of rhetoric proposed by Aristotle and/or
Plato. The Cover Essay should be the very Jast thing you write this semestet. Let it be a final task

once the rest of your portfolio, and especially Essay 3, is finished.

Additional Documents & Table of Contents

Gather into a folder or binder these two documents (cover essay and ultimate copy of essay 3), as
well as any drafts or short assignments that have helped you toward your final product. For example,
if the short assignment in which you made multiple types of introductions for essay one helped you

understand how to write an interrogative introduction and you fashioning such an introduction in

essay three, you would want to include the introduction short assignment and would want to refer to
it in your Cover Essay. (Itis especially important to include any drafts/assignments that you
reference in the Cover Essay.) Be sure to include your final copy of essay 2 (not a clean copy, but
the one with my markings). Place a Table of Contents, listing all the documents included, as the first
page of the portfolio. Have this Table followed immediately by the Cover Essay and Essay 3
(ultimate final copy). Order all other documents as you think best for your self-presentation.

Because the portfolio is a University-wide assignment, my evaluation of your work will rely on our
usual invention, organization, and style rubric AND on a University-wide rubric. Because you have
become accustomed to thinking about evaluation in terms of the former, you may want to continue
to consider only invention, organization, and style. However, the University rubric is in your
manual, and we will review it so as to clarify the expectations of the assignment via a new

vocabulary.

e 1-on-1 Conference with Instructor on 11/19 or 11/21
BRING Final Copy of ESSAY 3. If you do not show up for the meeting or do not

bring ESSAY 3, then 10 PERCENTAGE POINTS WILL BE
DEDUCTED FROM YOUR FINAL PORTFOLIO GRADE.

e The Final Portfolio is due on the last day of class (12/5)




