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Sex Education:
Should Condoms Be
Distributed in Schools?
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Rush H. Limbaugh III

Rush Limbaugh, born in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, became a Top 40 deejay
in the 1960s before becoming a radio talk show host in Sa_r:mmenm. In 1988
his show went national. We reprint a passage from his book The Way

Things Ought to Be (1992).
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Condoms: The New Diploma

The logic and motivation behind this country’s mad dash to distrib-
ute free condoms in our public schools is ridiculous and misguided.
Worse, the message conveyed by mass condom distribution is a disser-
vice and borders on being lethal. Condom distribution sanctions, even
encourages, sexual activity, which in teen years tends to be promiscuous
and relegates to secondary status the most important lesson to be taught:
abstinence. An analysis of the entire condom distribution logic also pro-
vides a glimpse into just what is wrong with public education today.

First things first. Advocates of condom distribution say that kids are
going to have sex, that try as we might we can’t stop them. Therefore
they need protection. Hence, condoms. Well, hold on a minute. Just
whose notion is it that “kids are going to do it anyway, you can’t stop
them”? Why limit the application of that brilliant logic to sexual activity?
Let’s just admit that kids are going to do drugs and distribute safe, un-
tainted drugs every morning in homeroom. Kids are going to smoke,
Loo, we can’t stop them, so let’s provide packs of low-tar cigarettes to the
students for their after-sex smoke. Kids are going to get guns and shoot
them, you can’t stop them, so let’s make sure that teachers have bullet-
proof vests. I mean, come on! If we are really concerned about safe sex,
why stop at condoms? Let’s convert study halls to Safe Sex Centers
where students can go to actually have sex on nice double beds with
clean sheets under the watchful and approving eye of the school nurse,
who will be on hand to demonstrate, along with the principal, just how
1o use a condom. Or even better: If kids are going to have sex, let’s put
disease-free hookers in these Safe Sex Centers. Hey, if safe sex is the ob-
jective, why compromise our standards?

There is something else very disturbing about all this. Let’s say that
Johnny and Susie are on a date in Johnny’s family sedan. Johnny
pulls in to his town’s designated Teen Parking Location hoping to score a
little affection from Susie. They move to the backseat and it isn’t long
before Johnny, on the verge of bliss, whips out his trusty high school-
distributed condom and urges Susie not to resist him. She is hesitant,
being a nice girl and all, and says she doesn’t think the time is right.

“Hey, everything is okay. Nothing will g0 wrong. Heck, the school
gave me this condom, they know what they’re doing. You'll be fine,” coos
the artful and suave Johnny.

Aside from what is obviously wrong here, there is something you
probably haven’t thought of which to me is profound. Not that long ago,
school policy, including that on many college campuses, was designed to
Protect the girls from the natural and instinctive aggressive pursuit of
young men. Chaperones, for example, were around to make sure the girls
were not in any jeopardy. So murch for that thinking now. The schools may
just as well endorse and promote these backseat affairs. The kids are going
to do it anyway.
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Well, here’s what’s wrong. There have always been consequences o
having sex. Always. Now, however, some of these consequences are se-
vere: debilitating venereal diseases and AIDS. You can now die from
having sex. It is that simple. If you look, the ¥ast majority of adults in
America have made adjustments in their sexual behavior in order to pro-
tect themselves from some of the dire consequences floating around out
there. For the most part, the sexual revolution of the sixties is over, a
miserable failure. Free love and rampant one-night stands are tougher to
come by because people are aware of the risks. In short, we have modi-
fied our behavior. Now, would someone tell me what is so difficult about
sharing this knowledge and experience with kids? The same stakes are
involved. Isn’t that our responsibility, for crying out loud, to teach them
what'’s best for them? If we adults aren’t responding to these new dan-
gers by having condom-protected sex anytime, anywhere, why should
such folly be taught to our kids?

Let me try the Magic Johnson example for you who remain uncon-
vinced. Imagine that you are in the Los Angeles Lakers locker room after
a game and you and Magic are getting ready to go hit the town. Outside
the locker room are a bunch of young women, as there always are, and
as Magic had freely admitted there always were, and that you know that
the woman Magic is going to pick up and take back to.the hotel has
AIDS. You approach Magic and say, “Hey, Magic! Hold on! That girl
you're going to take back to the hotel with you has AIDS. Here, don’t
worry about it. Take these condoms, you’ll be fine.”

Do you think Magic would have sex with that woman? Ask yourself:
Would you knowingly have sex with anyone who has AIDS with only a
condom to protect you from getting the disease? It doesn’t take Einstein
to answer that question. So, why do you think it’s okay to send kids out
into the world to do just that? Who is to know who carries the HIV
virus, and on the chance your kid runs into someone who does have it,
are you confident that a condom will provide all the protection he or she
needs?

Doesn’t it make sense to be honest with kids and-tell them the best
thing they can do to avoid AIDS or any of the other undesirable conse-
quences is to abstain from sexual intercourse? It is the best way—in fact,
it is the only surefire way—to guard against sexual transmission of
AIDS, pregnancy, and venereal diseases. What's so terrible about say-
ing so?

Yet, there are those who steadfastly oppose the teaching of absti-
nence, and I think they should be removed from any position of author-
ity where educating children is concerned. In New York, the City Board
of Education narrowly won (4-3) the passage of a resolution requiring the
inclusion of teaching abstinence in the AIDS education program in the
spring of 1992. No one was trying to eliminate anything from the pro-
gram, such as condom distribution or anal sex education (which does
occur in New York public school sex education classes). All they wanted
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was that abstinence also be taught. Yet, the Schools Chancellor, Joseph
Fernandez, vigorously fought the idea, saying it would do great damage
to their existing program! Well, just how is that? The fact is that absti-
nence works every time it is tried. As this book went to press, the New
York Civil Liberties Union was considering filing a lawsuit to stop this
dangerous new addition to the curriculum. Now what in the name of
God is going on here? This is tantamount to opposing a drug education
program which instructs students not to use drugs because it would not
be useful.

The Jacksonville, Florida, school board also decided that abstinence
should be the centerpiece of their sexual education curriculum, and the
liberals there were also outraged about this. What is so wrong with this?
Whose agenda is being denied by teaching abstinence and just what is
that agenda?

Jacksonville teachers are telling seventh-graders that “the only safe
sex is no sex at all.” Sex education classes provide some information
about birth control and sexually transmitted diseases, but these areas are
not the primary focus of the classes. Nancy Corwin, a member of the
school board, admits the paradox when she says that the schools send a
nonsensical message when they teach kids not to have sex but then give
them condoms.

Instead of this twaddle, the Jacksonville school board has decided to
teach real safe sex, which is abstinence. However, six families, along
with Planned Parenthood and the ACLU, are suing the schools over this
program. This bunch of curious citizens says that teaching abstinence
puts the children at a greater risk of catching AIDS or other sexually
transmitted diseases. Greater risk? |£#$£@! How can that be? What kind
of contaminated thinking is this? The suit alleges that the schools are
providing a “fear-based program that gives children incomplete, inaccu-
rate, biased, and sectarian information.” You want more? Try this: Linda
Lanier of Planned Parenthood says, “It’s not right to try to trick our stu-
dents.” Trick the students? #£&6@£!? If anyone is trying to trick students,
it’s Planned Parenthood and this band of hedonists who try to tell kids
that a condom will protect them from any consequences of sex.

Folks, here you have perhaps the best example of the culture war
being waged in our country today. To say that “teaching abstinence is a
trick” is absurd. Is Ms. Lanier having sex every night of the week? What
adjustments has she made in her sex life because of AIDS? Does she
think that a little sheath of latex will be enough to protect her?

This is terribly wrong. The Jacksonville public school system is at-
tempting to teach right from wrong, as opposed to teaching that sex does
not have any consequences, which I believe is the selfish agenda these
people hold dear. I have stated elsewhere in this book, and I state it
again here, that there are many people who wish to go through life
guilt-free and engage in behavior they know to be wrong and morally
vacant. In order to assuage their guilt they attempt to construct and



518 SEX EDUCATION: SHOULD CONDOMS BE DISTRIBUTED IN SCHOOLS?

impose policies which not only allow them to engage in their chosen ac-
tivities but encourage others to do so as well. There is, after all, strength
in numbers.

Promiscuous and self-gratifying, of-the-mofnent sex is but one of
these chosen lifestyles. Abortions on demand and condom distribution
are but two of the policies and programs which, as far as these people are
concerned, ensure there are no consequences. As one disgusted member
of the Jacksonville school board said, “Every yahoo out there has a social
program that they want to run through the school system. We are here
for academic reasons and we cannot cure the social evils of the world.”

The worst of all of this is the lie that condoms really protect against
AIDS. The condom failure rate can be as high as 20 percent. Would you
get on a plane—or put your children on a plane —if one in five passen-
gers would be killed on the flight? Well, the statistic holds for condoms,
folks. .

Ah, but there is even more lunacy haunting the sacred halls of aca-
deme. According to the Los Angeles Tintes, administrators in the Los Ange-
les public schools have regretfully acknowledged that the sex education
courses undertaken in the early 1970s “might” have a correlation to the
rising teen pregnancy rates in their schools which can be traced to the
same years. They have devised an enlightened and marvelous new
approach to modernize and correct the sex education curriculum. It is
called Outercourse. I am not making this up. Outercourse is, in essence,
instruction in creative methods of masturbation.

“Hi, class, and welcome to Outercourse 101. I am your instructor,
Mr. Reubens, from Florida, and I want to remind you that this is a
hands-on course.” We will know the graduates of Outercourse 101 in
about forty years. They will be the people walking around with seeing-
eye dogs.

Topics for Critical Thinking and Writing

1. In his second paragraph Limbaugh attempts to give a reductio ad absur-
dum of the proposal to distribute condoms in high school. (We discuss
reductio on pp. 305-06.) Do you think this tactic of criticism as used
here is successful or not? Explain.

2. Limbaugh thinks that distributing condoms in high school will encour-
age sex among adolescents as well as give premarital sex a stamp of ap-
proval by school authorities. Do you agree? Why, or why not?

3. In paragraph 17 Limbaugh says, “The condom failure rate can be as high
as 20 percent.” What do you take this statement to mean?

4. Limbaugh says that those who favor condom distribution “try to tell kids
that a condom will protect them from any consequences of sex” (para.
13, emphasis added). Inquire at your campus health office to find out
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what current medical practice advises about the likelihood of condom

n
tIa“SII”tled dlSLan.‘.

5. Make a list of the reasons Li i
imbaugh gives for opposing the distributi
strib
condoms; evaluate those reasons. 27 3 R

6. ?.n_nll:augh quntes_{para. 16) with evident approval the public school of-
;cia who complained, “Every yahoo out there has a social program that
they want to run through the school system. We are here for academic

reasons. \_/el cIse_wlhere Limbaugh supports prayer in the public schools.
Do you think he is inconsistent or not? Explain.

Anna Quindlen

From 1 ?86 to 1994, Anna Quindlen regularly wrote a column for the New
York Times, where this essay appeared on January 8, 1994. She is also the

author of several books, including One True Thi
el g One True Thing (1994) and Black and

A Pyrrhic Victory

i ’Pop quiz: A sixteen-year-old is appropriately treated at a school
clinic after he is advised that the reason it feels as if he is going to die
when he urinates is because he has a sexually transmitted disease. Told
that condoms could have protected him from infection, he asks for éome
A nurse tells him to wait while she looks for his name on the list of stu-l
dents whose parents have confidentially requested that their sons and
daughters not receive them.

The student replies: (a) “No problem”; (b) “Hmmm —an interestin
way to balance the reproductive health of adolescents and the rights ogf
parents”; (¢) Nothing. He sidles out of the office and not long afterward
gets a whopping case of chlamydia.

: Co‘ndoms, condoms, condoms. As those who oppose condom distrib-
ution in the schools gloated over an appellate court decision that said
the program violated parents’ rights, Alwyn Cohall, the pediatrician who
?verse?s‘ several school-based clinics in New York, quoted Yogi Berra
It’s déja vu all over again,” said Dr. Cohall, who has to clean up lhel
messes made when sexually active kids don’t use condoms. And he
wasn’t smiling, ‘

Over the last two years the Board of Education has wasted time bet-
ler spent on instructional issues giving and receiving lectures on latex
The‘opt—oul provision its members are now likely to adopt is the “let me:
see if you're on the list, dear” scenario outlined above, and if you think it
mlght have a chilling effect on a young man too self-conscious to ask for
Trojans in a drugstore, then you get an A in adolescent psychology.



