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Wal-Mart extends insurance benefits to domestic
partners
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By Zach Warren August 28, 2013


Sixty-two percent of Fortune 500 companies offer health insurance benefits for domestic partners, but
before yesterday, that list did not include Wal-Mart Stores Inc., the second largest employer in the country
behind the federal government.


Now, however, Wal-Mart has changed its stance. The company announced Tuesday it will offer health
insurance benefits to domestic partners of its U.S. employees starting next year. The company also plans
to begin offering vision care and free knee and hip joint replacements to eligible employees and their
dependents.


The change comes on the back of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in June forcing the federal
government to recognize same-sex marriages in states where the unions are legal. According to Wal-Mart
spokesman David Tovar, “Since we operate in all 50 states, we thought it was important to develop a single
definition for all Wal-Mart associates in the U.S.”


Tovar also explained that Wal-Mart’s insurance benefits now cover domestic partners if they are not-
separated legal spouses or a domestic partner of same or opposite gender in an ongoing, exclusive
relationship similar to marriage for at least 12 months with the intention to continue sharing a household
indefinitely.


According to Reuters, Wal-Mart health plans cover 1.1 million people, including workers’ families. Part-time
employees must work for Wal-Mart for one year and work an average of 30 hours a week to qualify. The
company doesn’t know how many employees plan on taking advantage of the new benefits.
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For more about Wal-Mart’s legal dealings, check out these InsideCounsel stories:


Visa and Mastercard pass on chance to drop multibillion-dollar settlement


6 of the strangest lawsuits making headlines


Dukes v. Wal-Mart plaintiffs hit roadblock in California


Wal-Mart and other retailers meet about factory safety in Bangladesh




http://www.insidecounsel.com/2013/08/21/visa-and-mastercard-pass-on-chance-to-drop-multibi



http://www.insidecounsel.com/2013/08/21/6-of-the-strangest-lawsuits-making-headlines?t=litigation



http://www.insidecounsel.com/2013/08/05/dukes-v-wal-mart-plaintiffs-hit-roadblock-in-calif



http://www.insidecounsel.com/2013/05/31/wal-mart-and-other-retailers-meet-about-factory-sa




	Wal-Mart extends insurance benefits to domestic partners









	Applied Sciences
	Architecture and Design
	Biology
	Business & Finance
	Chemistry
	Computer Science
	Geography
	Geology
	Education
	Engineering
	English
	Environmental science
	Spanish
	Government
	History
	Human Resource Management
	Information Systems
	Law
	Literature
	Mathematics
	Nursing
	Physics
	Political Science
	Psychology
	Reading
	Science
	Social Science
	Liberty University
	New Hampshire University
	Strayer University
	University Of Phoenix
	Walden University


	Home
	Homework Answers
	Archive
	Tags
	Reviews
	Contact
		[image: twitter][image: twitter] 
     
         
    
     
         
             
        
         
    





	[image: facebook][image: facebook] 
     









Copyright © 2024 SweetStudy.com (Step To Horizon LTD)




    
    
