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Why Enter the Public Dialogue?
Your Audience

Choosing Your Speech Topic
Stating Your Speaking Goais
Organizing Your Speech
Introductions ang Conclusions
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@ Why Enter the Public Dialogue? ot
People decide to participate in the public dialogue for three main reasor -

they decide to speak; they are asked to speak, or they are required to speak R

Deciding to Speak ]

1

son to speak is because we find an issue so important

The most common rea
k about it. Before the advent of television

or relevant that we decide to spea

fmd radio, people used a variety of platforms to share their opinions and
ideas. They spoke in churches and town halls, at street corners, and in town
squares or centers. Today, people often view mass media as the voice of the
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. tural backgrounds. All cultures have unique ways of explaining and
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- worldviews and guard against ethnocentrism. Recall from Chapter 1 th
_ethnocentrism is the belief that our own cultural perspectives, norms, gnd

audience members who do not hold similar views. . ...
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Conversations, debates, and arguments held as part of the
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values that result from our different standpoints and master statuses,

- particular, attitudes, beliefs, and values are often influenced by our oy

ways of organizing society are superior to others. Speakers who let ethno-
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centric views come through in their speeches run the risk of alienating
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The Classroom Setting
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How Am | an Expert?

Answer ihe following questions to help you identify areas in which
you may be considered an expert.

« - What comes naturally to me?
» What runs in my family?

« Do I often get compliments when I do a particular thing?

situation, or solve a problem for them?

» ‘Have I ever had special training or lessons?

* Do I'have degrees, certifications, licenses, or other markers of
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Brainstorm  Possible Topics p .
storming is the process of gen
ideas randomly and uncritically, wi
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relevance. This process requires el
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often used as a problem-solving sty s
in business settings. Brainstormjy .

be an effective tool for coming up with
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or

speech topics in required speaking sity,.
tions, and you can use this technique by
yourself, in pairs, or in groups. Here ¥
some tips for successful brainstonmng_

* Let your thoughts go where they
will. Do not censor yourself o
others. Allow all ideas, even those
that seem trivial or odd.

Write down your ideas quickly.Do
not worry about spelling or punc-

tuation, and abbreviate whenever
you can.

Keep your list handy over the
course of several days, and add o
It as new thoughts come to you
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Witha spegen,

+ of organic farming on thcen\’ilonmmtandﬁtea\'cragcfamil s
P bills {invitational)? Do you all-empt to convince your classmazes
g ic farming is the most efficient type of farming (persuasive)?
@; nrsll o step toward answering these questions is to determine the

s mform—describe, dlarify, explain, define; _
1 invite—explore, discuss, exchange, understand; or
s persuade—change, shape, influence, motivate. - e
 Notice that each of these overall goals is quite different from the
‘Mx For example, the goal of describing is different from the goal of : ol R
s loring, which is different from the goal of influencing. So by deter- st Y
S mwpumymbeginmﬁndafomsforyourspeech. Sl ate ataN foean |
Secific Speaking Purposes Specific speaking purposes help you nar- ok o !
the focus of vour speech. A specific purpose states exactly what you AT o e i
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“This experience prompted 1, W
topics relat%-d to thy pubm"l'q ,
§ system in her state, includiy,, ht 7
% der bias in math education _Mld; ’Neh;.
g § of allegiance. She decided ;. , Sh':e“%
¢ 1o talk about the pledge s, thay ‘,‘%‘
§ eral speaking purpose wi. o her
But what did she want i ""“"‘”\“uw
. 17 1f she had not ﬁgurﬁd this out, she would + . ve fide lhe,‘
1o do of ﬁ;m’& I‘ S” i pwpm.d her speech. She would 7., Oupg he
self going in circies d not need, and she would b e o .
ing materi &%+t she wanted to accomplish <y hmen oy
lop a spcciﬁopurpose :statemcn; H::, 3
do this? First, she identified het behavioral objectives, 7, 0 4
wanted her audience 10 take at the end of her speech. After 50me
o she decided that she wanted hc:r classn:ates to change their Ve gh,
#0603 et : ledge. She wrote on piece of paper, I wanf my classmates to u
f certain way about the Pledge of Allegiance”” This speech Phtp ieye
still fairly broad, but it was more focused than her genery] e 5 o
suading her classmates t0 change. Pose o
Ashley’s next step was to narrow the focus of her behaviorg|
tive even further. She defined what she meant by “believe 5 certaj Objec.
Based on her experiences in the public school and her reSearn Way
gained increased understanding of what the pledge means anq ch,
thought it should be recited with the phrase “under God” by ch';Vh
school. After some thought, Ashley realized that more specif; i lcljreni
wanting her classmates to believe a certain way, she Wantega Y thay
adopt her views about the pledge. : them
So even though Ashley generally wanted to persuade her gua:
to believe something, she specifically wanted to persuade the audien,
port the pledge. Thus, her specific-purpose statement was,“] y m to syp.
suade my audience that the pledge, with the phrase ‘und::r Ganfto ’
be recited in schools.” At this point, she had a focused idea O?d‘;ﬁhould
wanted to communicate to her audience. She then found it much:j;

to prepare a speech with a specific purpose than if
sh
general purpose of wanting her audience to change o StQpped &b

Table 10.2 shows more examples of general and specific purposes

- .
Notice the differences between the general purposes and the specific
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your spect . dl y. Begin SO
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hrases clearly indicate what your genera) Purpose " 10 persuade,

POSCIS and whyy you

These P! : :
1 o accomplish with your speech. Compare the

1‘;{1 incorrect statements of purpose. roll‘)Wi“g Correct
: correct e Incorrect
S dience of the I’ ;
inform my au m going to ta : '
' ;(;ﬂn of martial arts in the & 1o talk about martjy) arts,
U“i}ed States. : :
7o invite MY co-workers Supporting community gzirden‘
ing,

- jpexplore ways we could
: apport Jjocal community
organic gardens.

1o persuade my audience Walk for the Cure

0 -Pparticipatc in Walk for ' L i Raudeveny

the Cure.

Notice that the incorrect statements are unfocused and do not indi
cate the overall goal of the speech. Although it may seem that the irlnlc\o:
rect statements leave greater room for a speaker’s creativity, they are too
rague to be of much help when you prepare your speech,

Keep your audience in the forefront of your mind. Remember, you are speak-
' ingtoand for a particular audience, and you research and organize your
- speech with this fact in mind. Your specific purpose should clearly reflect
. the presence of your audience. To this end, be sure your specific-purpose
. stement includes the words my audience or a more specific synonym.

. Notice how the correct examples encourage you to reflect on the
makeup of your audience in ways that the incorrect examples do not.




