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On the following morning I visit P.S. 79, another

dementary school in the same distric

t. “We work under

difficult circumstances,” says the principal,james Carter,

who is black. “The school was built to hold one thousand
sudents. We have 1,550, We are badly overcrowded. We
seed smaller classes but, to do this, we would need more
space, I can’t add five teachers. I would have no place to

put them.”

Some experts, I observe, believe that class size isn’t

ureal issue, He dismisses this abruptly. “It doesn’t take a
fenius to discover that you learn more in a smaller class.
e to bus some 60 kindergarten children elsewhere,





image8.jpeg
JONATHAN K070
108
since I have no space forp(lu-m When "
year, where do I put them I
“] can't set up a computer lab, | have N0 1,
to put a class into the hbra‘ry. I have ng Mm”h“ n, |
are twogymnasiums upstairs but they ¢ annot ug
sports. We hold more classes there, [t’ unfaiy g, h.‘..'l for
us against the suburbs. They have 17 ¢, o
class. Average class size in this schoo] is 30
“The school is 29 percent black, 7¢ perce;
panic. Few of these kids get Head Sta .

1e
Y re 1,““ :
1y
Xt

'h’ul

16rq

1t ”,‘\

There i nc

in the district. Of 200 kindergarten children, 5 ,',‘.,m“'
get some kind of preschool.” o
Task him how much difference pPreschoo] Mmakeg
“Those who getitdo appreciably better, | can’t m,. %
estimate its impact but, as I have said, we have 1, Spac ‘,lw
The school tracks children by ubimy hp' \ ‘ .
“The.re are five to seven levels in each grade, 'l"hv hi 'ly\
level is equivalent to ‘gifted’ but it’s not a fy]] scale ﬁl"(-ht
Program. We don’t ha o

have no science
heir e

quipment with

Spea,

Py thatll() of race anq Social clags, | don'y

OF Want to ypq Tstand T You City unde; stand
"1 2 sufficien it if they do "0t give thege chi]

e Ve, e ] e 100 0 lead gy o 3¢ I
Price Someday__;, e victims later on We'll oy
of making g, Vlo.lence, in economj Cost i che
Ppeal jn any terms byt theg ) despair

e, :

» When she lea
" e that these
face. Maf;
.o of despair.
ii;,h: %hings for the
urbs want. Drugs a
symptom. Nonethe
urbs and rich peop
keep children of pc

I ask him, “W
ever go to school tc

“I don’t see
going to happen. I
folks in Riverdale
these. A few, mayb
it happen.”

I ask him wh
experts, I observe
in determining the

“This,” he sa
at the room, the
happen o white ¢

Ina kinderg;:
O a carpet in a S|
26 faces are turne

ing to ™€
cles they




image9.jpeg
h
b
wve 17 fair ¢ ""’jfrr
e 17 to 20 . Dt

o hila 38y,
ichool is 30 Uldre,, . ®

: blac&’ 70 - a

Start. There ;¢ Hi

ten Ch’“rn,,_ _(f/h,, SPace
m"br«

. by abi!it(\: he
ach grade. The ];1
S 1ot a full-scy :
Scale gifte,
. We have n, sc:cn;f

thei i
heir €quipment i,

Sayg

%’h't'st

Ise’s room. The win
in the ceiling. Aboy;
atched and covered

Ymu!d be 15 to 20,
tite kids in the sub-
- 80. If you ask me
social class. I don’t
k City understand.
not give these chil-l
ealthy and bobiodic-
’IOIL We’]l pay the
?tl:emt& I despair
se. You cannot

hs
g

0n
SAVAGE INEQUALITIES |

in New York today, The

al to conscience
ou xpvnl\ of

0 :‘:gument won't be accepted. Soy 0
;;by and hope that it will scare the city into action
M’hﬂe we talk, three children who look six or seven
w come t0 the door and ask to see the nurse, who
&° the school today. One of the children, @& l'l:‘l'l“)
;&’nﬂ o, Jooks haggard. “] have a pain in my mmh: she
I e rincipal says, “The nurse is out. Why don’t you

@ " nother?” The child says, “My mother doesn’t

dl youiloneA” The principal sighs. “Then go back to your
W:&lhen she leaves, the prin(‘ipu\ is angry. “It's amaz
ot me that these children ever make it with the obsta
s me face. Many do care and they do try, but there's a
::ungofdespair. The parents of these children want the
ame things for their children that the parents in the sub

_ant. Drugs are not the cause of this. They are the
om. Nonetheless, they're used by p(&()ple in the sub

and rich people in Manhattan as another reason to

children of poor peopleata distance.”
I ask him, «Will white children and black children

ever g0 tO school together in New York?”

4 don't see it,” he replies. “I just dom’t think it’s
going to happen. It’s a dream. I simply do not see white
folks in Riverdale agreeing to cross-bus with kids like
these. A few, maybe. Very few. 1 don’t think 'l live to see
it happen.”

I ask him whether race is the decisive factor. Many
experts, I observe, believe that wealth is more important
in determining these inequalities.

“This,” he says—and sweeps his hand around him
at the room, the garbage bag, the ceiling—“would not
happen to white children.”

In a kindergarten class the children sit cross-legged
ona carpet in a space between two walls of books. Their
26 faces are turned up to watch their teacher, an elderly
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the : h sixth grade. This is approximately half the
\,;‘” live andri"e, ‘wn‘g,pulation crowded into P.S. 79, where 1,550
©tay; . Qigs

fill a space intended for 1,000, and a great deal
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(hldn . ;ﬁ‘gﬁ sink; but the principal of P.S. 24, a capable .and
Sy ery, s'(he"r M .c man named David Rothstein, still regards it as
 Sayy f e, ve for an elementary school.
the Sty ,gha“i " The school is integrated in the strict sense that the
1 to giy " ang . and upper-middle-class white children here do

1ds 2 building that contains some Asian and Hispanic
Do, Mbi:; l¢l;hildr£in; but there is little integration in the
—ooms since the vast majority of the Hispanic and
i children are assigned to “special” classes on ihe
& of evaluations that have classified them “EMR”—
iwa];,le mentally retarded”—or else, in the worst of
«TMR”—“trainable mentally retarded.”
Yask the principal if any of his students qualify for
nch programs. “About 130 do,” he says. “Perhaps
35 receive their lunches at reduced price. Most
kids are in the special classes. They do not come

VIsit ap i
Is ang Mag.
full N”SSOm

ACross the
. To (he lef(
en, with an
nbing toys.

s for older his neighborhood.” ;
nmed. The very few nonwhite children that one sees in
no means am classes tend to be Japanese or else of other
expensive in origins. Riverdale, I learn, has been the residence
~some of e for many years to members of the diplomatic
$ condo-

prices in The school therefore contains effectively two sepa-
er Tudor schools: one of about 130 children, most of whom
close to oor, Hispanic, black, assigned to one of the 12 spe-
lence of es; the other of some 700 mainstream students,
Bine of all of whom are white or Asian.

:;iv::g e is a third track also—this one for the stu-

%

ho are labeled “talented” or “gifted” This is
2 “pull-out” program since the children who are
fled remain in mainstream classrooms but are
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d librarians, the prmcipal
of District 10,
ho staff the

an’t affor
like the poorer schools
‘on educated parent volunteers W

three days a week. A parent organization
buy materials, including

fund-raiser t0 enhance

district €
,'8" g, 24, un
”

” *:.hiﬁs
o independent funds to
o and will soon be running a

v!"' % collection.
'ff::nge and sunny first grade ¢

I see 23 children, all of whom are white or
first grade, there are 99 white children
ho are Japanese. There is a computer
y classroom also has a modern fitted

lassroom that I

- In another
“ wo others W

M class. Ever
,*‘ Inasecond grade class of 22 children, there are two
three Asian children. Again, there is

“,;hﬂdren and
ter. A sixth grade social studies class

gﬂ and a compu
has only one black child. The children have an in-class
research area that holds some up-to-date resources. A set

of encyclopedias (World Book, 1985) isin a rack beside a
. The children are doing 2 Spanish language les-

sonwhen I enter. Foreign languages begin in sixth grade
at the school, but Spanish is offered also to the kinder-

children. As in every room at P.S. 24, the window
shades are clean and new, the floor is neatly tiled in gray
and green, and there is nota single light bulb missing.

Walking next into a special class, I see twelve chil-
dren. One is white. Eleven are black. There are no Asian
children. The room is half the size of mainstream class-
rooms, “Because of overcrowding,” says the principal,
“we have had to split these rooms in half” There is no
computer and no sink.

L enter another special class. Of seven children, five
:’?ﬂ! black, one is Hispanic, one is white. A little black boy
ﬁec:ﬁﬁ;ge head sits in the far corner and is gazing at
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who gives an answer that is not ‘correct’ may none-
have d

o one some interesting thinking that we

ﬁ examine. ‘Wrong’ answers may be more useful to
sae than correct ones.”

““m;::k the children if reasoning and logic are innate

they're things that you can learn.

«You know some things to start with when you enter

» Susan says. “But we also learn some things that

aif

ildren don’t.”
h ] SPeng % ‘aﬂc::kldher to explain this.
Ment, « sz; “ “We know certain things that other kids don’t know
the "\i\‘h‘ei‘ pecause we're laught them.”
On the bag, She has braces on her teeth. Her long brown hair
.”k‘ ”P“Hox; alls almost to her waist. Her loose white T-shirt has th-e
ng in thirg “d‘fr‘lg;l‘?ﬂ;c on the front. She tells me that Tri-Logic
U potens: 5 er s nrm.
e, nwwﬁe elaborates on the same point: “Some things
, “empha. you know. Some kinds of logic are inside of you to start
he plape. with. There are other things that someone needs to teach
the s vou.” >
jes,'g,:l;,(jg_ " David expands on what the other two have said:
i “Bveryone can think and speak in logical ways unless
er class- they have a mental problem. What this program does is
san, We bring us to a higher form of logic.”

The class is writing a new “Bill of Rights.” The
ys, “My children already know the U.S. Bill of Rights and they
: ! &plain its first four items to me with precision. What
anding - they are examining today, they tell me, is the very con-
» thing @ptofa “right.” Then they will create their own com-
b";ms-  Pendium of rights according to their own analysis and
ed to .

nition, Along one wall of the classroom, opposite the
g but - Fiielarium, are seven Apple II computers on which
- - lldren have developed rather subtle color animations
h‘ﬂﬂpmss the themes—of greed and domination, for

: that they also have described in writing.

per-
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d is good. In a three-block area we have a
a park. a junior high. . . . Our typical sixth
at eighth grade level” In a quieter voice he
h'hatdmycolleaguesworkinschoolsﬁke
have children in those neighborhoods who
hell. They enter school five years behind.
they get?” Then, as he spreads his hands out
jesk, he says: “I have to ask myself why there
an elementary school in District 10 with fifteen
j children. Why should there be an elementary
in askatingtink?WhyshouldtheBoardof
is? This is not the way that things should be.”

as the inequities in District 10 appear, educa-
at they are “mild” in comparison to other situ-
e city. Some of the most stunning inequality,
to a report by the Community Service Soci-
from allocations granted by state legislators
ricts where they have political allies. The
cts in the city get approximately 90 cents
n these legislative grants, while the richest
been given $14 for each pupil.

ers in New York City have reported other
misallocation of resources. “The Board of
wrote the New York Post during July of 1987,
bombshell charges yesterday that money
-ﬁgbﬁngdrugahuseandilliteracyinghetto
nneled inﬂeadmschoolsinwealthyareas.”
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Nomthﬁ‘;:zicts are beyond he.lp still remains, ., » Peil
haps the worst result of such bellefs‘,‘ says the report, j the
message that resources would be waste.d On poor chij.
dren.” This message “trickles down to districts, schools,
and classrooms.” Children hear and understand thig
theme—they are poor investments—and behave accord-
ingly. If society’s resources would be wasted on their des-
tinies, perhaps their own determination would be wasted
too. “Expectations are a powerful force...,” the CSS
observes.
Despite the evidence, the CSS report leans over
backwards not to fuel the flames of racial indignation.
“In the present climate,” the report says, “suggestions of
racism must be made with caution. However, it is ines-
capable that these inequities are being perpetrated on
[school] districts whicl, are virtually all black and His-
panic....> While the Teport says, very carefully, that
ence” of “deliberate individual discrimi-
eless concludes that “those who allocate
€ decisions over and over again which
sty i - Poorest districts » Analysis 9f city pol‘icy, the
7S, “speaks to Systemic bias which constitutes a

“onspiracy of effect, sciously or not, the
system writeg & Whether con y :





image21.jpeg
SAVAGE INEQUALITIRS 121
of . ; only at the grade-school level that inequl

T Pty G, *” are seen in New York City, Morris High
W’ws‘m&h Bronx, for example, says & teacher

f# aught here more than 20 years, “does every:
: ”Mmaxe object can do to keep children from

=
“’&ouds at the school, according to the New
“so badly cracked that teachers are afraid

#"" Mm write on them for fear they'll cut them-
o ‘Some mornings, fallen chips of paint cover class-
p* snow. . . . Teachers and students have come o
W in the waterfall that courses down six flights of
g a heavy rain.”
: dassx:Zm, we are told, has been sealed off
of a gaping hole in the floor.” In the band room,
< are positioned where acoustic tiles don’t fall quite
" In many places, “plaster and ceramic tile have
the walls, leaving the external brick wall of
exposed. “There isn’t much between us and
t leans over outdoors,” the principal reports.

indignation. ~ A “landscape of hopelessness”—“burnt-out apart-
boarded windows, vacant lot upon garbage-

ild be wasioq

-s" the Csg

ggestions of

T, it is ines- ”mnt Jot”—surrounds the school. Statistics tell
>etrated on says the Zimes, that the South Bronx is “the poorest
k and His- essi district in the United States.” But statistics
efully, that ot tell us “what it means to a child to leave his often
1 discrimi- ome and go to a school—his hope for a transcen-

10 allocate k iture—that is literally falling apart.”

ain_ which head of school facilities for the Board of Edu-

POIny, the speaks of classrooms unrepaired years after hav-

:’mutes a destroyed by fire. “What’s really sad,” she
not, the :

“is that so many kids come from places that look

our schools—and we have nothing better to

,“

Year later, when I visit Morris High, most of these
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1 have a student, Carlos, who had dropped oul

mal gkills. That’s why I teach a theater
) : ater course

once and then returned. He had no confidence in hi
abi]lt)‘. Then he bogzm to act. He memorized the part of
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had a phmographir memory. Amazing! He will gradu
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“Now, if we didn’t have that theater program,
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Ina sun-drenched corner room on the top floor, a
female teacher and some 25 black and Hispanic ¢ hildren
are reading a poem by Paul Laurence Dunbar. Holes
in the walls and ceiling leave exposed the structural
brick. The sun appears to blind the teacher. There are
no shades. Sheets of torn construction paper have been
taped to windowpanes, but the glare is quit
The children look forlorn and sleepy-

vou
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it eleven o'clock, about 200 children in 2

watching Forman's theater class performing

n by James Weldon Johnson. Next, a gospel
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tall black student gives a powerful delivery

-recited speech of Martin Luther King while

dent does an agonizing, slow-paced slave bal-
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filled with longing.

day, the sons of former slaves and the sons of
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Of the students in this school, 38 percent are
percent Hispanic. There are no white children

amg.





image26.jpeg
JONATHAN

Kozor,

126

The session ends with a terrifi
by a band composed of students dre
crimpon jackets and white S}imt& A studen With o, &,
trimmed beard aI.Id {ﬂuﬁtilcl e 'stands todg iy O;Ima;}
saxophone. The Pfams{ iy'the siline Youn Map : the
the words of Martin Luther King, Hls solo, ¢ s g

Baldwin, brings the studeflts to their feat. ereg
Victor Acosta and eight other boys and

with me in the freshman counselo,
about “the table of brotherhood”
that we have heard recited by th
“We are not yet seated at ¢

“The table is set but no o

black student who, I later learn
Alexander, a 16-year-

here by his parents from
this: “You can understan,
among the wealthy. Yoy Jo
although jr’s impolite to
breath at the sight of al

fast ja
SSed 1le
ud

27
Cop,
Cey
blag,

girlg
office, T e

—the Wwords of D:}K[ialk
e theater class upslairsn
hat table ” Victor says.
ne’s in the chairs,"§
» 1S named Carissa,

old student wh
Jamaica just a

d things better

ok around You at their schoo|

do that, and you take a deep
those beautify] sy

ays 3

0 was brought
Year ago, says
when yoy g0

’ of the difference. Not at first,
It takes g while o settle in.”

fas him why thege differences exist.

p * e angye that,” says Israel, a small, wiry
U€rto Rican boy. «1f You threw us all into some differ-

ent place, Some ugl d put white children in this

4 land, 45,
building ; 7 nd, e
quest;:g "% Ur place, this schoo] would start to shine. No

105 ugly ¢ PaTents o 0 say: ‘This building sucks
X it Up.’ The

P fix it fast—no question. ‘s
e Outside,” he goes on, “may thlljl’lt
W Wha is like for other studems}’1 ‘2
/e hav
: and we haye eyes and we
U ¢y : + and
cumpare. o i hide the differences. You see it an

S

«Most of the

f ther
Many O
legek"ave to fight.
v rtunities I ca
< t(;leir freedom
or

fi heir s
T el
. ays. 3L
u?found wild mu
“Big fat ugl
Alexander
that inequality b
arents of rich cl
schools. Then, a
have this. Wh}’
words, it locks tt
thing more. Afte
have—are seen |
they don’t unde:

“See, that’.
to what they hax
they had it from
alegacy of gree
this»

One of the
and then at Ale
able how muck
it from their ac

€re is a tre
Capabilities. T}
Mean jt says s
e,

et i .




image27.jpeg
b”’”&-’_‘ht
ly:" Savs
You go
F 8¢ ilf}l;]y
a !]ppp
indings
¢ things
at first,

I, wiry
differ
in this
ne. No
sucks.

think
s, but
¢+ have
it and

SAVAGE INEQUALITIES 127

aMost of the students in this school won't go to col-
of them will join the military. If there’s a war,
#® " (o fight. Why should I go to war and fight for
‘;oﬂunlues 1 can’t enjoy—for things rich people value,
’Mt freedom, but I do not have that freedom and 1
o to their schools?”
“You tell your friends, ‘I go to Morris High,”
carissh says. “They make a face. How does that make
hd?” She points to the floor beside the water barrel.

Hion

q d wild mushrooms growing in that corner.”

- “Big fat ugly things with hairs,” says Victor.
Alexander then begins an explanation of the way
“muﬂit)’ becomes ensconced. “See,” he says, “the
parents of rich children have the money to get into better
schools. Then, after a while, they begin to say, ‘Well, 1
s this. Why not keep it for my children?’ In other
~ds. it locks them into the idea of always having some-
hing more. After that, these things—the extra things they

seen like an inheritance. They feel it’s theirs and

hey don't understand why we should question it.

~ “See, that’s where the trouble starts. They get used
what they have. They think it’s theirs by rights because
 they had it from the start. So it leaves those children with

legacy of greed. I don’t think most people understand
»

One of the counselors, who sits nearby, looks at me
then at Alexander. Later he says, “I’s quite remark-
how much these children see. You wouldn’t know
from their academic work. Most of them write poorly.

¢ is a tremendous gulf between their skills and
Cpabilities. This gulf, this dissonance, is frightening. 1
] mﬁ says so much about the squandering of human
, N
I ask the students if they can explain the reasons for
physical condition of the school.
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“How long has the United Statgs existed?” Alexan-

e anic says, “Two hundred years?
“GWC it another two hundred years,” says Alex-

#;uﬁank you,” says Carissa.
At the end of school, Jack Forman takes me down to
. floor auditorium. The room resembles an

an theater. Above the proscenium arch there
circa 1910, that must have been impressive
ago- The ceiling is crossed by wooden ribs; there

ined-glass windows in the back. But it is all in
o thirds of the stained-glass panes are missing
aced by Plexiglas. Next to each of eight tall win-
huge black number scrawled across the wall by
ctor who began but never finished the repairs.
of wall and sections of the arches and support-
rs have been blasted out by rot. Lights are falling
ceiling. Chunks of plaster also hang from under-
e balcony above my head. The floor is filled with
broken and upended desks, potato-chip bags,
m coffee cups and other trash. There is a bank of
ves, gold-colored within a frame of dark-stained
but there is no organ. Spilled on the floor beside
 are several boxes that contain a “Regents Action
for New York City’s schools. Scattered across the
amid the trash: “English Instructional Worksheets:

“Think what we could do with this,” says Forman.
ind of room was meant for theater and to hold
Lents. Parents could enter directly from out-

A mural above the proscenium arch could be

s could be the soul of the school,” he says.
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Like Chicago, New York City has a numpe, ¢
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?iw up-to-date facilities. Schools l;ko r\sldl.l d .
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o ol ion, we read, they receive “leg
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g ke hmill'l r lack of information and coun-
i inﬂles, sa)’"s the paper, “win admission
n“gmh M : uence.
P vomting "thwmes that these better-funded schools
Yet, if the experie preserve of an unfairly chosen elite.”
it Whatence of other cities holds in New York
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Y are intended
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CHAPTER 3

I'he Savage Inequalities
i e

of Public Education in
New York

“In a country where there is no distinction of class,”
Lord Acton wrote of the United States 130 years ago, “a
child is not born to the station of its parents, but with
an indefinite claim to all the prizes that can be won by
thought and labor. It is in conformity with the theory of
equality . . . to give as near as possible to every youth an
equal state in life” Americans, he said, “are unwilling
that any should be deprived in childhood of the means
of cumpt‘lifion.“

It is hard to read these words today without a sense
of irony and sadness. Denial of “the means of competi-
tion” is perhaps the single most consistent outcome of the
education offered to poor children in the schools of our
large cities; and nowhere is this pattern of denial more
explicit or more absolute than in the public schools of
New York City.

Average expenditures per pupil in the city of New
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{oimprove the quality of teachers in the ,‘.;,\,M' i \)
Questioned about d S

between the richer and the poorer schools, he says, “I
think it’s demographics.”

Sometimes a school principal, whatever his back
gmund or his politics, looks into the faces of the children
in his school and offers a disarming statement that cuts
through official ambiguity. These are the kids most in
need,” says Edward Flanery, the principal of one of the
lowsincome schools, “and they get the worst teachers.”

For children of diverse needs in his overcrowded rooms,
nding teacher. And what do

nces in physical appearance

he says, “you need an outsta
you get? You get the worst.”

In order to find Public School 261 in District 10, a
visitor is told to look for 2 mortician’s office. The funera..l
home, which faces Jerome Avenue in the North Bronx, is
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Two | g classes share a single room without
‘\\”uh'\h divided only by 4 blackboard.

Four kindergar-
asand a sixth grade clagy
one

; of Spanish speaking children

have peen packed into o single room in which, again,

there 18 NO W indow. A second grade bilingual class of 37
children has its own room but again there is no window.

By eleven o'clock, the lunchroom is already packed
with appetite and life. The kids line up to get their meals,
then eat them in ten minutes. After that, with no place
{hey can go to play, they sit and wait until it’s time to line
up ulld gO back to class

On the second floor I visit four classes taking place
within another undivided space. The room has a low
ceiling: File cabinets and movable blackboards give a
small degree of isolation to each class. Again, there are
no windows. :

The library is a tiny, windowless and claustrophobic
room. I count approximately 700 books. Seeing no refer-
ence books, I ask a teacher if encyclopedias and other
reference books are kept in classrooms. s

“We don’t have encyclopedias in classrooms,” she
replies. “That is for the sul)urbs.“. g

The school, I am told, has 26 computers for its 1,30
children. There is one small gym and children get one





