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p example, by devising “a new formula” of
 to appease the public by appearing to show

; uuuhar all over the nation. The Times, for
potes in another article that, while the “offi-
rate “has fallen from 45 percent to 29.2
chdog groups say that the alleged “improve-
ums from “changes in the way the number has
ated.” School boards, moreover, have a vested

in low-balling dropout figures since the federal
. aid that they receive is pegged to actual atten-

ing to children who drop out of school, we
ar an awful note of anonymity. “I hated the
. never knew who my counselor was,” a for-
York City student says. “He wasn’t available
I saw him once. One ten-minute interview. . ..

and anonymity overtake some of the elemen-

as well. “A child identified as a chronic tru-

ts an official of the Rheedlen Foundation, a

re agency in New York City, “might be re-

; the teacher—or he might not. Someone from

school attendance office might try to contact

and might be successful, or he might not. The

t attend school again. Probably not.” Several

f my acquaintance in the New York City schools

nt for eight months in 1988 and 1989 but were

or visited by school attendance officers.

» children,” says one grade-school princi-

disappear from the face of the earth”

ormation strikes one as astonishing. How

simply “disappear” in New York City? Effi-
mation transfer—when it comes to stock

for example—is one of the city’s best-

skills. Why is it so difficult to keep track of
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Seg trﬁck Times. “We.have no closets—they’re classrooms
8 iy, N s the principal of another schoo], “We vy
%o . by ol,” says Robert Wagner, former president of the
: d“emmb rd of Education, “where there were five Haitian
mabilit;n - s literally [haYing classes] in a urinal ”

TS for t}:() .S. 94 in District 10, where 1,300 children study
P the roofe ing suitable for 700, the gym has been trans-
" Quite stS into four noisy, makeshift classrooms. The gym
1€ to Som, : - improvises with no gym. A reading teacher, in

Men ans om “huge pieces of a ceiling” have collapsed,
€ ordey to the Times, “covering the floor, the desks and

ese poo)’ describes the rain that spills in .throug”h the
ther th, f society gave a damn about these children,” says
ularly, 4o er, “they wouldn’t let this happen.” These are

Nation, J; conditions I observed in Boston’s segregated
Itation gt a quarter-century ago. Nothing has changed.

class of third grade children at the schooluhas
| Marve]- srent teachers in a five-month span in 1989. We1

y impor- ? says one child in the clas'ss. The only solcla

ephones in the school has 30 minutes in a week to he pla

n bits of child. Her caseload holds the names of nearly
tee that . The only truant officer available, .who .spl?ts

iﬁrmed between this and three other schools in District

TOOf; , district has ten truant officers, in all, for 36,000
;:Jg Mor- \—is responsible for finding and retrieving no less
i -hild; iven time.

ﬁaen?” ?hﬂdr;noa;tbtg:';ehires just onewoman to retrieve

o lis . zlc'l:i)ren from the streets of the North Bronx,

?,r:c;;re bly conclude that it does not particularly

'; ouipk ﬂa tenf If 100 of these children startled us by

ed but at school, moreover, there would be no room

;cant- S. 94. The building couldn’t hold th?m.

,rhood t.hese problems, says the press again, m.a);

i and d to inefficiency and certain. very spec:'«:

ys the fficulties in the New York City system. As
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omwuyd'mbhshmg the value we attrif Jevue Hoo}:n
given group of children is to look at the meg; );mx tog ; ting ¥ e
- o y 1 .
sion that we make for them. The usua] indiwso} . oﬂtoilgntu;nd-m
investment and performance—class size, teacher Schog ; o it
and test results—are at best imperfect tools f“ Salariey society ‘sflns lhu
. 4 S O measur . re ne
ment; but infant survival rates are absolyge. Wi u year f::: oears »
In Central Harlem, notes the New York Timg s Zh rac
infant death rate is the in Malaysi e oy
" same as in Malaysia. Among blgck ‘ dical
Ill inE .t' - 25)(“‘\ b the medatl
i S TS even higher: 42 per thoy. can Medical Asso
sand, which would be considered high in many Thix the di
any Third the differences

z:?mwszni}::n;eil (;; "sur\'i\v ing to age
i | — r 1” mdl«‘y". are better
i ‘hwﬂhafg arlem.” In the South Bronx,
Hospital MﬁNewm;nt stufiy by the nonprofit United

: ? ork qxty, 531 infants out of 1,000
that Onatal mhospl‘lhzatlon-—a remarkable statistic

I ds : rates of retardation and brain dam-

age. In Ry
call for suh gy .2 Ontrast, only 69 infants in 100

white, speculate
tudes towar
le, says the
approach . .
- A doctor :
- another explan

It subjective 1

; i are t
ﬁ“mw these poor children and their par e
, "L Essentia) MEI' szberg of Columbia Univvrsil)::
Eauity, h&% € of care as “distinct from optimal:
wh&'w“ “out of the question.“ In a similar
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M u.'q*l!ted in New York, as elsewhere f"

. Q-M, 4 t.s a fact.” lnequulity‘ whether 1?1
/ 5 Simply not contested. Any sugges
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; in New York will et
a6 the rich or middle class, sgaysﬂl‘)er.s g?nezlg)(::d
ponsensical” "
; York Times describes some public hospitals
M is “no working microscope” to study spu-
es, IO gAUZE Or syringes “to collect blood sam-
coup 4 of years ago, says a physician at the city’s

_Hospital. “we were running out of sutures in the
g TOOM. Two years before, Harlem Hospital ran

cillin

d-out racism, which in our city and our

is institutionalized,” said David Dinkins in 1987,
fore he was elected mayor, “has allowed this to

»

But the racial explanation is aggressively rejected
medical establishment. The Journal of the Ameri-
il Association, for example, seeking to explain
in care provided to the white and non-
es that “cultural differences” in patients’
oward modern care may be involved. White
the Journal, “may prefer a more technologi-
»
at Cook County Hospital in Chicago has
anation. “I think,” he says, “there’s a differ-
e response on the part of doctors. .. ” And,
1 of the fact that white patients in cardiac
to three times as likely as black patients to
s surgery, he wonders whether white phy-
¢ “less inclined to invest in a black patient’s
1 in the heart of a “white, middle-class execu-
sse the future economic value of the white
far more likely to return to a productive job,
h higher. Investment strategies in educa-
» seen, are often framed in the same terms:
s it worth investing in this child as opposed
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the people seem to say, the point is not that
eive too little but that whites receive too much.
ond point may be correct, but there is something
insidious about the way this point is used. You
argue, I suppose, that children at expensive
chools do not really profit from their access to so
pooks, so many foreign languages, so many high-
_achers, and may even suffer from exposure to so
,guidance counselors. We have the right to raise
ebrows, nonetheless, when ‘overutilization’ by the
rich has been permitted to continue at the very time
e are told to question whether it much matters. If
ssn’t matter, cancel it for everybody. Don’t give to
deny it to us, then ask us to believe that it is not

”»
[iL.

consequence of medical and early educational
the virtual destruction of the learning skills of
y children by the time they get to secondary school.
ving one is ruined is a powerful incentive to destroy
earning opportunities for other children, and the
nce in many schools is nearly uncontrollable

.

years ago, in order to meet this and other prob-

handcuffs. Some 2,300 pairs were purchased for
that contains almost 1,000 schools: an average
s of handcuffs for each school. “It is no doubt
the weekly New York Observer editorializes, “to
provements in discipline and even in test scores
pout rates” by “turning schools into disciplinary
But the paper questions whether such a regi-
preparation for life in a democratic nation.

uffs, however, may be better preparation
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:.e for the lives that Many of the.
S T e
K N Corrections, 90 percent of (h male ;) DoPan
ment prisons are the former dropoys p ;nmateg of
the "7” Incarceration of each inmate ththe City
public scho costs the city nearly $60,00() EVe; 25 depan\
ment notes, draw the attention of th Year
Handcuffs © Press b
are agraphic symbol of so many o, Proble Caygy
they : ing, I am convinced, o, S By
far more damaging, the more g
les of racial patterns in assignment and g}, -
: Few things can injure a chilq more, or g, mOO]
i .v child’s self-esteem, thap, ¢, b s
damage to the € lockeq jpy,
a bottom-level track as e;lrllly as tl.le first or second grage
Add to this the squalor of the setting and the €Ver-presept
message of a child’s racial isolation, and we have ip pla::]e
an almost perfect instrument to guarantee that we will
more and, no doubt, more risons,
need P
- The slotting of black children into lower tracks, ac.
cording to the Public Education Association of New York,

is a familiar practice in the city: “Classes for the emo-

adolescem

%NMM adds, fewer than 10 percent of chil
ren slotted ; Special tracks will graduate from
 black children are three times as
e children to pe placed in classes for the
“ed but only half as ikely to be placed ,
€ gifted: 5 well-known statistic that éhou
. 4T0used a sense of utter shame in 0
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T sition of the facts within the major organs
- ess is neutralized too frequently by contextand a
actiof for the type of grayish languuage that denies
_cibilities for indignation. Facts are cited. Editori-
\written. Five years later, the same facts are cited
: Q‘m There is no sense of moral urgency; and

1 changes.

The differences between school districts and within
districts in the city are, however, almost insignifi-
mpared to those between the city and the world
ace around it—in Westchester County, for exam-

in largely prosperous Long Island.
Even in the suburbs, nonetheless, it has been noted
 differential system still exists, and it may not be
¢ to discover that the differences are once again
sined by the social class, parental wealth, and
mes race, of the schoolchildren. A study, a few
, of 20 of the wealthiest and poorest districts of
ad, for example, matched by location and size of
found that the differences in per-pupil spend-
ot only large but had approximately doubled in
period. Schools, in Great Neck, in 1987, spent
5 for each pupil. In affluent Jericho and Manhas-
, figures were, respectively, $11,325 and $11,370.
Bay the figure was $9,980. Compare this to
, also on Long Island but a town of mostly
ass white families, where per-pupil spending
| t0 $6,000. Then compare these numbers to the
level in the town of Roosevelt, the poorest dis-
county, where the schools are 99 percent non-
where the figure dropped to $6,340. Finally,
ew York City, where, in the same year, $5,590
ed in each pupil——leSS than half of what was
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1 . Great Neck. The pa.tttern is a]
spent ﬂ'lch we have seen outside Chicago
that ‘Xhla.in, Jook at Westchester Count,,

# ygar, the same range of discre anc; :}re, i &
rﬂ?uent Bronxville, an attractive Subug}, justas fou, 4
the Bronx, spent $10,000 for each Pupil, o Dor ¥

yearly spending figure rose above g9 Stucyp

chart again, we locate Yonkers—, blue-cojj,, toyy\l,rrllg e VWY e
is predominantly white but where v, half ¢, Studthat | Esoney, 12
population is nonwhite—and we f,,4 the figy,, oot " . farther |

to $7,400. This is not the lowes; figure, fhou;},drTo}}:S
lowest-spending schools within Westchester’ Spend'in o
full thousand dollars less than Yonkers, serve the Subfr;
of Mount Vernon, where three quarters of the chjjq, enin
the public schools are black.
“If you're looking for a home,” a reqjto, notes, “yoy
can look at the charts for school expenditures anq se
them to determine if your neighbors will be whjte and
wealthy or, conversely, black or white but poor.”
Newsday, a Long Island Paper, notes that these con- 3
parisons are studied with great interest by home-buyers, The New
Indeed, the PAper notes, the state’s exhaustive compi- ons parent
lation, “Statj tical Profiles of Public School Districts” becaus:
“nexpectedly become a small best-seller. People who s are bad.

local coll
fewer will
jons. Ar
poorer s)
enougk

wan) s if public schools in areas where they " g ene:

nning to Buy. homes are actually as good as it is "ect, of cour
claimed i real-estate brochures, according to Ngwﬂ.iay : : |
B P oo e e g
l?cv:t:omce' §"Peﬁntendenm in some districts say thedpflg TS of l1
staff ::’d:il;h&czmpares student performance, spen sefui : . -

. g “will beu
for home 1 Yery state school system, “wi “ e
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3 Vate the value of the homes they
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ct, a circular phenomency evolves: The
I those in which the property lots and
~more highly valued—have more revenue.
n taxing land and homes, to fund their pubj
s. The reputation of the schools, in turn, adds
of their homes, and this, in turn, expands
for their public schools. The fact that they
er taxes than the poorer districts, but exact
, raises values even more; and this, again,
er funds for smaller classes and for higher
es within their public schools. Few of the
the schools of Roosevelt or Mount Vernon
result, be likely to compete effectively with
Neck and Manhasset for admissions to the
colleges and universities of New York state.
7ill compete for more exclusive Ivy League
And few of the graduates or dropouts of
systems, as a consequence, are likely ever
to buy a home in Great Neck or Man-

York State Commissioner of Education
not to make “the judgment that a district
se the scores are good, or bad because the
” This, we will find, is a recurrent theme in
nts on this issue, and the commissioner is
course, that overemphasis on test scores, when
1ces are slight, can be deceptive. But it may
disingenuous to act as if the larger differ-
effectively predict success or failure for large
schoolchildren. Certainly home-buyers will
nvinced that schools in Jericho, third-highest-
t on Long Island, where the dropout rate
ng and enviable “zero” and where all but
rs go to college, are likely to be “good”
those of New York City, which spends only
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“right” for everyone.) It does not require mych p:,lmv
cal sophistication to decode these statements—rp, more
than it requires to discern what is af stake when sch.
ars at conservative foundations tell us that black children
and white children may have “differen learning styles’
and require “different strategies” and maybe “different
schools.”
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richest of the rich within the New York C

¢ the children of the Bronx and ll‘\:\ ‘( ‘ll “‘t“\

, ponwhit® kids of Roosevelt, $6,400 h‘n“l\{ A'.'\‘.\‘ ‘i

of Mount Vernon, $7,400 for the slightly h‘fu ‘ of
anity of Yonkers, over $11,000 1\”“”“\ N ‘( I\‘ ‘:\
cen of Manhasset, Jericho and Great ;\;r: L\ “l‘\\ \:
bics societys where money was apportioned in ‘h.\.\:“‘\

it 2€

o

ed, these scalings would run almost in precise

The pOil“ is often made that, even W ith a genu
ine equam)’ 0‘1 S:Ch(m““?-: for poor children, other forces
sﬂ“ wOUld militate against their school \\m\l»\n\‘\n\‘e
Cnltural and economic factors and the flight of middle

income placks from inner cities still would have their

consequen®
orest chi
pregnancy> drug use and
render many families in these \\v\:_',\\lmrhm\ds allb
functional. Nothing I have said w ;thin this book should
eave the mis actors
are enormously important. A polarization
whereby some insist upon the primacy of school, others
upon the primacy of family and ue'\ghborhood, obscures

the fact that both are elemental forces in the lives of chil-

dren

es in the heightened concentration of the
ldren in the poorest neighborhoods Teen
other p\'uh\m\\s still would
ut dys

impression that 1 do not think these 1
of this issue,

the school in the

The family, howeVver, differs from

significant respect that government is not respunsible. or
at least not directly, for the inequalities of family back-
ground. It is responsible for inequalities in public educa-
fion, The school is the creature of the state; the family
s not. To the degree, moreover, that destructive family
situations may be bettered by the future acts of govern-
ment, no one expects that this could happen in the years
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detractor of “the worth of spending further money in the
public schools” would hesitate, I think, to face a grade-
school principal in the South Bronx and try to tell her
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. Itis obvious that urban schools have other problems
in add'ition to their insufficient funding. Administrative
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he problem than equality of funding
egation is dishonest and simplis
administrations (sometimes,

g apways) and they also have a lot more money
“"’U‘,mm (o their children’s needs, To speak of the

M'Mmd pvade the latter is # formula that guarantees
g will be done today for children who have no

ot sibility for either problem.
W,';. be in favor of “good families” or of “good admin-

a" does not take much courage or originality. It
w‘w 1o think of anyone who is opposed 1o either. To
favor of redistribution of resources and of racial
ation would require a great dea) of courage—and a
50 of vision—in a president or any other poli-

sen
s Whether such courage or such vision will some
cendent forces in our nation is by no

» gnswe! wt

V‘“’ | efforts at desegr
,#f" mbmbn fave better

from Grand Central Station to sub-

 uban Rye, New York, takes 35 to 40 minutes, The high
 ghool {8  short ride from the station. Built of handsome
gy stone and set in a Jandscaped campus, it resembles
| i New England prep school, On a day in early June of
1990, 1 enter the school and am directed by a student to

office,

The principal,
| wlike many urban principals,
yisit in his sehool, takes me in to see the auditorium,
Which, he says, was recently restored with private chari-
funds ($400,000) raised by parents. The crenellated
which is white and spotless, and the polished
d paneling contrast with the collapsing struc:
Wikey the suditorium at Morris High, The principal

kes his fist against the balcony: “Ihey made this place

. The train ride

a relaxed, unhurried man who,
seems gratified to have
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i .,di’“‘g' would be d.amagi“g to many things the town
o as quite essential.

" he second position is that racial integration—for
e, by the busing of black children from the city

o Ponwhite suburb to this school—would meet with

o esistance, and the reason would not simply be the

at certain standards might decline. The reason,

students say straightforwardly, is “racial” or, as

wmeﬁ say ity “out-and-out racism” on the part of adults.

0™ he third position voiced by many students, but not

basically a goal to be desired and

fea®

s that equity is

1 |h0“ld be pursut?d fqr moral reasons, but “will prob-

‘g by mmake no major difference” since poor children “still

‘ Jack the motivation” and “would probably fail in

|y case because of other problems.”

1 At this point, I ask if they can truly say “it wouldn’t

| a difference” since it’s never been attempted. Sev-
students then seem to rethink their views and say

| fhat “it might work, but it would have to start with pre-

| chool and the elementary grades” and “it might be 20

ears before we’d see a difference.”

At this stage in the discussion, several students speak

some real feeling of the present inequalities, which,

 {hey say, are “obviously unfair,” and one student goes a

litle further and proposes that “we need to change a lot

than the schools.” Another says she'd favor racial

inegration “by whatever means—including busing—

en if my parents disapprove.” But a contradictory opin-

n also is expressed with a good deal of fervor and is

by one student in a rather biting voice: “I don’t see

e should do it. How could it be of benefit to us?”

Throughout the discussion, whatever the views the

n voice, there is a degree of unreality about the

exchange. The children are lucid and their lan-

is well chosen and their arguments well made, but
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’Me they are but make it equal,” says a girl in the
Agndeﬂt named Jennifer, whose manner of speech

. Mt less refined and polished than that of the

| e ells me thfit ht‘er.parents came here from New
: prd My family ” originally from the Bronx. Schools

] ﬂme That’s one reason that we moved. I don’t

it our responsibility to pay our taxes to provide
I mean, my parents used to live there and they

to get out. There’s no point in coming to a place

. where schools are good, and then your taxes go

the place where you began.”

pait her a bit: “Do you mean that, now that you are

ahell, you have no feeling for the people that you left

< has to be the people in the area who want an

If your parents just don’t care, it won’t do any

od to spend a lot of money. Someone else can’t want

od life for you. You have got to want it for yourself”

he adds, however, “I agree that everyone should
ance at taking the same courses. . . i

ask her if she’d think it fair to pay more taxes sO

is was possible.

don’t see how that benefits me,” she says.

 occurs to me how hard it would have been for

to make that kind of statement, even in the

suburban school, in 1968. Her classmates

. been unsettled by the voicing of such undis-

-rest. Here in Rye, in 1990, she can say this

v. She’s an interesting girl and I reluctantly

for being so straightforward.

raises a different point. “I'm not convinced,”

t AP courses would be valued in the Bronx.
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So it would happen a lot more.” 3
An eleventh grader shakes her head at this,
children need more money. It’s as simple as that,” g
says. “Money comes from taxes, [f we have it, we should

pay it.”

It is at this point that a boy named David picks up
t(;:; & statement made before. “Someone said just now that
thai l:h m:’t our obligat'ion, our responsibility. I don’t think
i ai: § the question. I don’t think youd do it, pay
g Ces or Wha.te.ver, out of obligation. You would do
i AUse. .. it is unfair the way it is.” He falters on
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o
hi;i‘:n‘t’thes Students who haye spoken, he is Somew]??t
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:ley. I'm no¢ working, I don’t earn the mone)

S
o be Conservative until I do. I can be &

Max returns te
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.miﬂded and unrealistic as I want to be. You can be
. antil you have ?H\Ortgage_“
: Ia5k him Wh:"- he’d likely say if he were ten years
" uHopEfun)" he says, “my values would remain
ol& e But 1 know that having money does affect you.
dlels - Jeast, 18 what they tell me.”
3 s,S urred perhaps by David’s words, another student
«The biggest tax that people pay is to the federal
"Yv’; nment. Why not take some money from the budget
: 5‘; e end on armaments and use it for the children
| hese arban schools?”
f » A wel]-dressed student with a healthy tan, how-
s that using federal taxes for the poor “would
ng charity,” and “charitable things have never
Charity will not instill the poor with self-

- ver, S8
- pelike givi

3 »
- respect- :
~ Maxreturns to something that he said before: $The

% ﬂmnment is everything. It’s going to take something
| pore than money.” He goes on to speak of inefficiency
and of alleged corruption in the New York City schools.
| ‘Some years ago the chancellor was caught in borrow-
}ing$100,000 from the schools. I am told that he did not
| intend to pay it back. These things happen too much in
| New York. Why should we pour money in, when they are
. yasting what they have?”
] ask him, “Have we any obligations to poor peo-

A

“I don’t think the burden is on us,” says Jennifer
. “Taxing the rich to help the poor—we’d be getting
ing out of it. I don’t understand how it would make a

educational experience for me.”

%A child’s in school only six hours in a day,” says
“You've got to deal with whatis happening athome.
father’s in the streets, his mother’s using crack ...

is money going to make a difference?”
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dale, were active in those struggles. Hundreds of
o neighburhoods like these exposed themselves
’fromdangers and the violence that waited for young
all thers in rural areas of Mississippi.
W!“nte‘;ay, after a quarter of a century, black and white
i go to the same schools in many parts of Mis-
d’ﬁdreﬂ the pub]ic schools of Mississippi are, in fact,

i—

’iﬁip};re desegregated now than public schools in New
far mcit y’but the schools are very poor. In 1987, when
Yotk. in Great Neck or Manhasset was receiving educa-
sl ng some $11,000, children in Neshoba County,

Mi”iﬁippi’ scene of many of the bloodiest events du‘ring

Joter registration drives of 23 years before, received
$1,500 for their education. In equally poor Greene
- county) Mississippi, things got so bad in the winter of
| ¢ that children enrolled at Sand Hill Elementary
1 | had to bring toilet paper, as well as writing
- . from their homes because, according to the Jack-

g Daily News, “the school has no money for supplies.”

| [n the same year, Time magazine described conditions

the Mississippi town of Tunica. The roof of a junior
' 1ioh school building in the district had “collapsed” some
| years before, the magazine reported, but the district had
| nomoney for repairs. School desks were “split” and text-
hooks were “rotting,” said Time. “QOutside, there is no
playground equipment.”

At Humphreys County High School, in the Mis-
sissippi Delta, the science lab has no equipment except
attered periodic table. “The only air conditioning,®
a recent visitor, “is a hole in the roof.” In June and
nber, when the temperature outside can reach 100
s, the school is “double hot,” according to the prin-
. Children graduating from the school, he says, have
o look forward to except low-paid employment at a

"y

0

B
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The state’s powerful oil corporations, facing a mognL
increase in their taxes to support the plan lobl est
ously against it. The Mid-Continent Oj] 4,
ciation began a television advertising c
the bill, according to a Newsweek story.

“The vested interests are just too Powerful” 3 sue
legislator said. Those interests, according to Newstoek
are “unlikely” to rush to the aid of public schools thy
serve poor children.

It is unlikely that the parents or the kids in Rye or

ied Vigor.
d Gas Ay,
ampaign tq defeqy

Riverdale know much about realities like these; and, if
they do, they may well tell themselves that Mississippi is
a distant place and that they have work enough to do to
face inequities in New York City. But, in reality, the plight
of children in the South Bronx of New York is almost as
far from them a5 that of children in the farthest reaches
of the South,

All of these children say the Pledge of Allegianct
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“The “"”y"“‘:"“""" #oning and the high school
soloction Processes,” according to u resident of the Jack-
son district, “create a citywide skimming policy that we

are Lo orange juice—our black youngsters are being
W"d like the sediment” The city, she says, is “not
shaking the juice right” But she may be wrong, In the
miﬂdl of those who have their eyes on an effective triage

ess—selective betterment of the most fortunate—this
may be exactly the right way to shake the juice.

Unfairness on this scale is hard to contemplate in
any gotting. In the case of New York City and particu-

: Rivefdale, however, it takes on a special poignance.
Riverdale, after all, is not a redneck neighborhood.
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It has been home for many yea
gsive people in the nation. Dozens of college stu
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cist. Certain of
: - not ede.u l" (:fm of these schools—New York’s
l‘l’sh Science, for instance, Boston’s

o LRV
» & d: d others—have distinguished histories
made important contributions to American

B veere ? multitude of schools almost as good

in every city, so that applicants for high school

select ﬁ-om dozens of good options—so that even

_ who did not have the sophistication or connec-
o assist their children in obtaining entrance to

stive schools would not see their kids attending truly

chools, since there would be none—then it would

e harm if certain of these schools were even better

the rest. In such a situation, kids who couldn’t be

»d to a famous school such as Bronx Science might

ous of the ones who did get in, but would not, for

son, be condemned to third-rate education and

d not be written off by the society.

 that is not the situation that exists. In the present

‘which is less a field of education options than a

4 on which a class and racial war is being acted

better schools function, effectively, as siphons

¢ off not only the most high-achieving and the

nected students but their parents too; and this,

. leads to a rather cruel, if easily predictable, sce-
ce these students win admission to the places

Glazer’s words, the “competent” and “gifted”

h other” and win “advantageous” labels, there

tive for their parents to be vocal on the issues

1 the students who have been excluded. Hav-

what they desired, they secede, to a degree,

political arena. The political effectiveness of

10 have been left behind is thus depleted. Soon

the failure of their children and the chaos, over-

and low funding of the schools that they attend
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A 16-year-old student in the South Brony

that he went to English class for twq 1), onths i !h:!;‘t B
1989 before the school supplied him with a texthe, ,( "
spent the entire year without a sciep text, “My o s ®

7 Hi0lhe,

offered to help me with my science, Which y,, harg ¢
me,” he says, “but I could not bring hoy,. abogkr

In May of 1990 he is facing fina] €xams, by becays
the school requires students to Pass in thejy texthogk,
one week prior to the end of the semester, he i foreed
study without math and English texts.

He wants to go to college and he knows thy math
and English are important, but he’s feelip, 8 overwhelmeq
especially in math. He asked his teacher if he could come
in for extra help, but she informed him that she digg
have the time. He asked if he could come to school ag
hour early, when she might have time 1o help him, bt
Security precautiong a¢ the school made this impossible.

_ Sitting in hjg kitchen, [ attempt to help him with
his math and EDSHSh. In math, according to a practice

) has 8iven, he is asked to solve the following
Stony By, 2=, What is x?” He finds this ba
:lfng' In E?:ﬁia’he 18 told he’ll have to know the parts

Sentence “Jack walks to the store,” he s

e ldent‘fy the verl,,

Heisin,

Problemg th;.:;:lwd’ worried about this and other

: 5 ¢ d as
h“‘mg' Cance T hag recently been diagnose ”
14irs to the sﬁ:ewe leave the apartment and walk dow”

) 11 and
82 full-grown young man, tall 2°
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: _" and smng—looking: but out on the street, when it is
. good-bye, his eyes fill up with tears.
wm the fall of the year, he phones me at my home.
here are 42 sEu.dents in my science class, 40 in my
aghh class—45 in my home room. When all the kids
o8 P five of us hav:e to stand in back.”

A first-year English teacher at another high school
 the Bronx calls me two nights later: “I’ve got five
W,ﬁ in each! We have no textbooks yet. 'm using

old textbook from the seventh grade. They’re doing
ction all around me so the noise is quite amazing.

re actually drilling in the hall outside my room. I

more kids than desks in all five classes.

@A student came in today whom I had never seen. I
aid, awe’ll have to wait and see if someone doesn’t come
s0you can have a chair.’ She looked at me and said, T'm
Y ”

& The other teachers tell her that the problem will
esolve itself. “Half the students will be gone by Christ-
mastime, they say. It’s awful when you realize that the
school is counting on the failure of one half my class. If
they didn’t count on it, perhaps it wouldn’t happen. IfI
ggan with 20 students in a class, I'd have lots more time
o spend with each of them. I'd have a chance to track
them down, go to their homes, see them on the week-
‘ends.... I don’t understand why people in New York

permit this.”
" One of the students in her class, she says, wrote this

; M poem for Martin Luther King: .

He tried to help the white and black.
Now that he’s dead he can’t do jack.

Another student wrote these lines:





