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1 have been fascinated by Washington, DC, since | stanted
grade school. I loved the look of the buge government buildings and
was fascinated by the layout of the Mall, the area located between the
Capitol Building and the Lincoln Memorial and between the White Eroute &
House and the Jefferson Memorial. Everything scemed so grand. snd 1 ooy
OMMWWKW&&R&OW&!XMMMM P agr ey
from one building to the next. 1 read books, looked at magazines, and
even paid close attention when these locales were the backdrops of {
events I saw on the news.
My dream of visiting Washington, DC, came true when the
band from our school marched in a parade. In the months before the i AN
trip, I participated in fund-raising events and began a more eamest kind :':t*r«v e
of research about the city than I had done before. I read encyclopedia
articles, I checked out books (particularly the oversized ones with
~ beautiful pictures), and I talked to people who had been to the Capital.
And I became increasingly aware of the buildings, monuments, and
memorials and what they represent to different people. My mother. |
discovered, was a secret fan of the White House (she’d donated baby-
- sitting money to Jackie Kennedy's restoration efforts); my dad was
vetycﬁﬁcalofdemmensMcMal,hesﬁd.unﬁlhcvisimd
it while on a business trip; and Mr. McFarlan, my history teacher,
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was fascinated by the presidential memorials. In the months before ::?:wa;
we traveled to Washington, I began to notice that these famous struc- detasis
tures were used repeatedly in films: No Way Out, A Few Good |
Men, Forrest Gump, Dave, JFK, and, of course, The American
President. ' ; &

When I and my fellow band members arrived in Washington, I §
thinklwasthenmstcxciwdpcmnmﬂnmmthmwmhm *
kidding from my friends when 1 finally got to walk on the Mall and see E
the places I'd onlymadandhcardabouLWhalmptisedmwasﬂw %

| |




80

_. Evaluating Sources and Writing @ [RESEEIHT T

s

|
|
|
|

]
Comment on
early,

informal
resedarch

Acknowledie
vour readers’
perspectives.

Heading

|

Clarify your
approdch to
the narrowed
topic.

Heading

Estes-Cooper 2

» . Ing { lnd
my favorite place was not one of the ones I'd expected; instead, z t?-l“
e. Isti

that the Lincoln Memorial made the greatest impression on m
g that I had

remember walking up the giant staircase to face a buildin
i i er-
seen in pictures a hundred times before, and I still remember how oV

whelmed I felt.
My interest in the Lincoln Memorial has increased since that

Washington trip. I've scouted sites on the Internet, and I've even
bought some Lincoln Memorial souvenirs from Web sites, but I've

never had the chance to do serious research on the topic. Th
memorial and

erefore, |

want to use this opportunity to learn about this national
share that information with readers who probably recognize the Lin-
coln Memorial—and perhaps have seen it—but know few of the inter-

esting details about its history.
A Specific Focus

It is crucial for me to incorporate some history of the Lin-
coln Memorial itself, which was not built for decades after Lincoln’s
death. The information about its design and construction and restora-
tion are helpful in clarifying for readers why the Memorial looks the
way it does today. However, my special focus will be on the way the
Memorial has been used over the decades as a location for many im-
portant historical events. Starting with Marian Anderson’s singing
on the Memorial steps in 1939 and continuing to recent events, [
hope to show how the Memorial has become a symbol of protest
and celebration.
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