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be monvated to respond with de
vail. As Confucius put It “*The re
between the wind and the grass. The ¢
1t” Thus, in both family hife and 1n poliic
human-heartudness, benevolence,
gredient of a tranquil society.

But how were these humane virtues

gl'::'lSS

terment, He prescribed a broad hiberal a :
ture, history, philosophy, and ethics, all applie

ate behavior 1n the many
or “genteman’
sonal reflection and a willingness to s

Filial Piety

This Seng dynasty painting served as an illustration of an ancient Confucian text called
the "Classic of Filial Piety,” originally composed sometime around the fourth century B.CE.
and subsequently reissued many times Here, a son kneels submissively in front of his
parents The long enduring social order that Confucius advocated began at home with
unquestioning obedience and the utmost respect for parents and other senior members
of the family. (National Palace Museum, Taipei, Taiwan/Cultural Relics Press)

lation berween
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capacity for improvement, Confucius :mil
d to the practical problems of governmep;

Ritual and ceremonies were also important, for
and varying circumstances

"1n Confucian terms, this proce
trve continuously to perfect hus moral character.

uper1ors and inferiors i like thag
st bend when the wind blows ACTog
the cultivation of ren—translateq .

nobility of heart—was the essentyy] e

o be nurtured® Believing that people hay, ,

asized education as the key to mora] bt
education emphasizing language, hitera.

they conveyed the rules of appropr,.
f ife. For the “superior persop

ss of improvement mnvolved serious per-

Such ideas left 2 deep mark on Chy.
nese culture. The discrediting of Legg)-
ism during the Qin dynasty opened the
door to the adoption of Confucianism
as the official ideology of the Chinese
state, to such an extent that Confucian-
ism became almost synonymous with
Chinese culture. As China’s bureaucracy
took shape during the Han dynasty and
after, Confucianmism became the central
element of the educanional system, which
prepared students for the examnations
required to gain official positions. In
those examinations, canchdates were re-
quired to apply the principles of Con-
fuctanism to specific sicuanons that they
might encounter in oifice. Thus genera-
tion after generation of China’s male elite
was steeped mn the 1dess and values of
Confucianism.

Family life had long been central to
Chinese popular culture, expressed m the



%
0 W‘% o N T €
W3 'EEpp c1A/ NORTH AFRICA, 500 8.C.E~500 &5

|

g ¢ |

ves of the deceased, pre-

& gablets and shrines n their
a kind of
d parents, was both an

]11_"1 .‘-.'-_-i iy ; A ‘ . :
end M itself and a traiming . ring of ¢
- 1
for the reverence due to th d
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Confucian views of the fam)
yw .
ere rigidly patriarchal and set the tone for de-

g che lives of women an f
ndﬂrsmndiﬂg of the cnsn.m:irnnﬂnhallke_Thuse views were Enked to a hi bical
with the superior and crca: ich an inferior and n:cr:pnv: E;; 1:5?1": 11;1_
concepPt with Heaven associated 1:3 principle of Heaven. But these were ; t::r‘lndﬂl'ﬂd
e subordinate and deferential ith things male and Earth with those f saleTh
the structure of the cosmos iﬂ PGSI‘IIGH of women 1n relation to B ey d?s
samewhat Jater woman writ tself. What this meant for wo m,m B e
er, Ban Zhao (bahn jow) (45 IT:‘; :;‘5' SPE:-'led out by ;
s E) in a famous WOt

called Lessons for Wonien.

Let a woman modestly yield to others
..Th ’ A
en she may be said to humble herself before others. ... To

.to choose h
er words with care ..., to wash and scrub filth
to Jove not gossip

) |_‘ -
]
]'1 [ i
Co
o L
"

.. Always let her seem to tremble and to
guard care-

fear. .
fully her chastity ..
away - - with whole-hearted devotion to sew and to weav

" = E,
and silly 1;1'ug1|11ter, 1n cleanliness and order to prepare the wine and food for serv-
ing gue:-‘.l:s. [t: ESE] may be called the characteristics of wnmanly work y

ent '
on to education for young girls, not because they
be better prepared to serve

abled them to more effec-
from

greater att
but so that a young woman might

on the other hand, en
5.1, Pp- 244—40, for a longer selection

n Zhao called for
equal to boys,
d. Education for boys,
their wives. (See Document

Ba
were
her husban

rively control
in the paired con-

superior principle of wen re-
d literary and artistic abili-

nts. Thus men alone,
¢ that led to polit-
d a distinctly

Bﬂﬂ Zhﬂﬂ.)
onfucian virtues for ideal men were contained

Corresponding C
cepts of wer .nd 1, both limited largely to males. The
ferred 1O the refined qualities of rationality, scholarship, an
tes, while 171/ focused attention on physical and martial achieveme
and superior men at that, were eligible for the civil service exam
cal office and high prestige, while military men nd merchants occupie
lower position in male social hierarchy.’

Beyond defining gender expectations,
rance on history, for the ideal good society lay 1
reformist, perhaps even revolutionary, but they were consistently present

d a certain democratic ele-
.

fort to restore a past golden age. Those ideas also . lemocr
ment into Chinese oliea culture, for the great sage h that “superior men
and potential goVe! ment officials were those of outstanding oral character and

d. Usually only

jeveny s, 10t simply those of aristocratic backgroun -
education necessary for passing

anism also placed great impor-
ideas were

ed as an ef-

Confuci
n the past. Confucian

intellectual ach
young men from e Ty fHmilies could afford the .
on oocasion villagers could find the resourees to sponsor one of their

examinations, but
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selves. - clearleumﬁEd the many inequa)y,

_ : 1l .
Tonfucian val Lt they also established certajp Expﬂ,?

o parties in China’s social hier,

Bitions for the s;l;j;”kip caxes Jow, administer jugtcg .
Thus empﬂm}l;ﬁ Smaterial needs of the people. Thoga :Whi
p;:uwdc fﬂ;:ﬂ; by the moral norms of F:nnfucian Valy,,
faﬂf:c'l to gh Mandate of Heaven and IHV:.ltEd upheavy| i
forfeited t Emﬂm by another dynasty. Likewise hygp,,, &
their replaﬂij dlv with their wives and children, leg th

should deal kindly . he famil ey

vite conflict and disharmony 1n the ¥

n Finally, Co fucianism marked Chinese elite cultyr,

N sﬂcuhr, e oonreligons, character. Confucius dig not
deny the reality of gods and sp 1r1t5'. " fa:;:t, }?e advised People
to participate in family and state rituals as it the spirits wep,
present.” and he believed that thfe universe had a Moy
character with which human beings should align them.
selves. But the thrust of Confucian teaching was distinctly
this-worldly and practical, concerned with human relation-
ships, effective government, and social harmony, Asked
on one occasion about his view of death and the Spirits,
Confucius replied that because we do not fully understang
this life, we cannot possibly know anything about the Lif
beyond. Members of the Chinese elite generally acknowl-
edged that magic, the gods, and spirits were perhaps neces-
» sary for the lower orders of society, but educated people, they
Chinese Landscape Paintings argued, would find them of little help in striving for moral

Focused largely on mountains and water, Chinese landscape : 1chi
. . . improvement and in e ! : -
patntings were much influenced by the Daoist search for har- P stablishing a L.armonious society.

mony with nature. Thus human figures and buildings were

usually eclipsed by towerning peaks, waterfalls, clouds, and Th ’
trees, This seventeenth-century pamting entitied Temple on e D aoist AHSWEF‘
a Mountain Ledge shows a Buddhist monastery in such a No civilima:
setlting, while the poem n the upper right refers to the artist's | o cwvilization has ever painied its cultural outlook in a
earlier wanderings, a metaphor for the Buddhist quest for single color. As Confuc mki
. 1an thin o
enlightenment. (Mr. and Mrs. John D Rockefeller 3rd Collection of kmg = e genera]ly R

in Chi te
Asian Art/Asia Sociely 179.124) China,a quite different school of thought also took shape.

Know e .
figure Laozi, who, accond n as Pamsnl, It was associated with the legendary
; ; Ing to tradition, was 2 sixth-century B.C.E. archivist. He 1s

satd to have penned a short poetic volume, the Daodejing (DOW-DAY-JIHNG) (The

Way and Its Power), before vanichineg :
: nishin : : .
water buffalo. Daoist jdess — Iﬂtﬂf in the wilderness to the west of China on his

IGSGp]‘lEr Zhuangzi (369'“236 EIC*E) expressed in 3 more exp[icit fashion b)’ the phi-—

—
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ucius, who had em- W Comparison
OF moral improvement How did the Daoist out-
-artiﬁcial and useless, 100K differ from that of
. | ' Confucianism?
. Tt el i g% bt TR and Chaﬂs, t'hEY urg‘-’-'d
: . *Wlhiereas C : VIO that was spontancous
ships, the : onfuci . ’
jation g P, fc ?aﬂlsm turned the us focused on the world of human re-
ous u . &
mysteric . nfo .dmg Patterp_ the immense realm of nature and its
often said. “Laozi wanders beyong ” M= within society” the Chinese have
The central Cnncept

che way of nature, the under]

ts :
uffer. All hfe comes from it. It wraps everything with

love as in a garme it clai
168 ga nt, and Yet it claims no honor, for 1t does not demand to be

rd. I do not know i ; -
lo - W It name and so0 [ call jt the Dao, the Way, and 1 rejoice in its

N Applied w h““’faﬁl life, Daoism invited People to withdraw from the world of po-
licical 3“‘% social activism, to disengage from the public life so important to Confucius,
and to ahi gn themselves with the way of nature. [t meant simplicity in hving, small
self-sufficient communities, limited government, and the abandonment of educaton
and active efforts at self-improvement. “Give up learning,” declares the Daodejing,”“and
put an end to your troubles.” The flavor of the Daoist approach to hfe is evident 1n this

passage from the Daodcjing:

A small country has few people.
Though there are machines that can work ten to a hundred times faster

than man, they are not needed....
Though they have boats and carriages, no one uses them. ...

Men return to the knotting of ropes in place of wrinng.
Their food is plain and good, their clothes fine but simple. . ...

They are happy 1n their ways.

Though they live within sight of their neighbors,

And crowing cocks and barking dogs are heard across the Y
Yet they leave each other in peace while they grow old and die.

the Daoist perspective viewed family hife as central to Chinese

Like Confuciaiian, £ le/female hierarchy was downplayed in favor of

Vo o il en the sexes.
tarue and balance betwe o | i
complemenityiny d the ideas of Confucianism, the Daoist perspec

- : erences with oo
Despite its va: :0us difte menting rather than contradicting

: .y s = 1 as c{}mplf:
tive was wideiy regarded by elite Chlﬂﬂscvng image on p. 164). Such an outlook was

fucian values (see the chapter-openi . - o
E:irllitl:;::lb; the ancient Chinese concept of yin and yang, which expressed a belie

in the unity of opposites (see ﬁgure).

The Yin Yang Symbot
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B Change
in what ways did the reli-

gious traditions of South
Asia change over the
centuries?

)STORY’
wﬂi’-il.ﬂ M o ﬂf“gn i
. Confucian Pl oo, }
Ly st the €O - 1n the evening or follgy, by
““ght P qurning hom hion=— pursuimng th r-.IE hyy
wbut upon ore 1230188 fash ib thg . )
‘ i " rea ,
pehave 17 2 mDnnist mdiation and dwarf; e
Pﬂtncnlg ny human figures are dwa ed by th, "’1'.1:
. o - world (s€ “nagrehginn.'rhls kind ﬂfDaﬂlsm 50y E
R iU tered Popular oo i) ude magic, fortyp, St
fui ure of ordinary pro le ;;;t acacd U and car vaidcd an ideology fy " el
o for P E casion r
to tap the power nfﬂlf: £ ortality 1638 o (184204 C E.), which Magiy
e and the search for anm rhan Rebellion landlords { &y
- = h as the Yellow 11_ f vernments and landlords {see pp, 223~y 9
ant upristigs, suct - the oppression of £0 fuctanisi, became an :ndurmg _‘1"':
utopian socity mthnutr Y Decism. like Con vle.
OriTis,

In its many and varied

ment of the Chinese ¢U
sical India

ons of Clas '

; :gﬂjzﬂtiﬂﬂ was far different from that of Chlna:
of Indian ¢ the gods, spirits, and speculation aboy
e divine and all things spiritug] wit
p]lﬂusnphica] visions about the nature of ulny.

enthustasm and EE"':HFCd E]]::b:z:;diunn—-hter called Hinduism—differcd fryy,
1dian rehg ddhism, Christianity, or Islam, Hinduism pyq

J1. Unhke Bu
: : enturies along with Indian g,
no historical founder; rather, 1t grew up over many ¢ g n civi.

hization. Alchough it later spread mto Southeast Asia, Hinduism };ﬁas not a missionary
religion seeking converts, but was, like Judaism, associated with a particular people
S ,

and territory. . |
In fact “}I?-Iindmsm” was never a single tradition at all, and the term 1tself deriveq
! later the British—who sought to reduce the

from outsiders— Greeks, Mushms, and
infimte variety of Indian cultural patterns nto a recogmizable system. From the yp-

side, however, Hinduism dissolved into a vast diversity of gods, spirits, beliefs, prac-
tices, rituals, and phmlosophies. This endlessly variegated Hinduism served to incorpo-
rate into Indian civilization the many diverse peoples who nugrated into or invaded
the South Asian pemnsula over many centuries and several nullennia Its ability to ac-

commodate this diversity gave India’s cultural development a disunctive quality.

trural tradition- |
i

Cultural Tradi

The cultural development

Whereas Confucianism paid litdle
religious matters, Indian elite culture

mate reahty But the I
other world religions as we

South Asian Religion: From Ritual Sacrifice
to Philosophical Speculation

Despite the fragmentation and variety of Indian cultural and reiizious patterns, an
evolving set of widely recogmzed sacred texts provided some commonality. The
earhest of these texts, known as the Vedas (VAY-duhs), were colicctions of poen,
hymus, prayers, and rituals Compiled by priests called Brahmins, the Vedas were for
centuries transmitted orally and were reduced to writing in Sanskrit around 600 B.CE
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E)

visual Source 3.4, p. 162). The
.nd 1ts ruler an emperor repu

But it was an emp -
| : pire with an yn
ing an empire, Rome had betrayeq
was careful to maintamn the f'u}; and abandoned ;

s ms
assemblies—and referred to himwwnf‘ the republic—the §
even as he accumulated enormouns as “first man” rather tha :n;::e Eunsulﬁ. public
; c : i e "
ues, he spoke of the empire% ¢ personal power. Aud in a b ng" or “emperor,
people” rather than of the R Onquests 35 reflcting the “powes of the Rom
practice ke o hmnan state. Despite th 8 h e “power of the Roman
: = e, [Or ne . 15 theton . :
* ommand © fa professional 2 :nwas able to exercise sole autl:::-:'l hr;bwnu gmperor in
iﬂlPEriﬂI prerogatives. Duri 1y Later emperors were less rel Y backacap by 8
vided iy gr;md. rmg the first two centuries c.e . th reluctant to flaunt their
’ Cur, an . . .E., this empire 1in disgu <
was the pax Romana th:; R relative prosperity for the Medltefmne:: hgui;; g
hori ' oman peace, the era of imperial Rome'’ world. This
.nd greatest authority. (See Document 3.2, pp. 148 perial Rome’s greatest extent
,Pp. 148—50, for a Greek celebration of the

Roman Empire.)

ts republ; -
republican origins. Augustus

Clina: From Warring States to Empire

e same time, on the other side of Eurasia, another huge impersal state
however, the task was understood differently. It was not

25 in the case of the Roman Empire, but of re-
2 Chinese state had emerged

Wwas 10

About th
the making— China. Here,

4 matter of creating something new,
storing something old. As one of the First Civilizations,
45 early as 2200 B.c.E and under the Xia, Shang, and Zhou dynasties had grown pro-
gressiw:ly Jarger. By 500 B.C.E., however, this Chinese state was in shambles. Any ear-
r unity vanished 1in an age of warring states, featuring the endless rivalries of seven

doms.
and W Comparison

nnatural and unacceptable condition,
One of them, known to history as Qin Why was the Chinese
empire able to {ake shape

| he state of Qin}, suc-
huangds from the 72 5 Qin) 0 quickly, while that of the
n effective bureauCracy,  gomans took centuries?

and enjoyed rap-

lie
competing King
To many Chinese, this was a wholly u

culers in various states vied to reunify China.

Shihuangdi (chihn shﬂe-HUANG-dee) (i.e.,Shi

ceeded brilliantly. The state of Qin had already developed 2

cubordinated its aNSTOCRCY; equipped n weapons, p

idly rising aericuliual output and a grow! ulation. It also had adopted a pohti-

y r ccalism, which advocated clear rules and harsh pumshments as

pp. 150~ 5L for

{—210 B.CE.)

cal philosophy cadl LS
«» e authority of the state. (5¢€ Do

5 means of enfor.it™
liyz tiiinking.) With

an example of Le<



nVietnam, which was 1ncorpo-
rated into an expanding Chinese
cmpire for over a thousand years
(111 B.cB~939 c E.). Among the
L‘af!iest examples of Vietnamese
resistance to this occupation was
that led around 40 c.x. by Trung
Trac and her younger sister Trung
Nhi, daughrers in an aristocratic,
imubitary fanily. Trung Trac mar-
ried a prominent local lord Thi Sach, who was a vocal
opponent of offensive Chinuse policies— high taxes, even
on the right to fish in local rivers; required payofis to Chi-
nhese officials; and the imposinon of Chinese culture on
the Vietnamese In response to this opposition, the Chinese
governor of the region ordered Thi Sach’s execution
This personal tragedy provoked Trung Trac to take up
arms against the Chinese occupivrs, quickly gaining a
substantial following among peasants and aristocrats alike.
Famously addressing some 30,000 soldiers, while dressed
in full military regalia mcher than the expected mourning
clothes, she declared to the assembled crowd:

Foremost | will avenge my country.

Second I wall restore the Hung lineage

Third I will avenge the death of my husband.
Lastly I vow that these goals wall be accomplished.

Withtn months, her forces had captured sixey-five
towns, and, for two years, they held the Chinese at bay,
while Trung Trac and Trung Nhi ruled 2 briefly indepen-
dent state as co-queens. Chinese sources referred to Trung
Trac as a “ferocious warrror.” During their rule, the sisters

eliminated the hated tribute taxes imposed by the Chi-

_j:- .
Trung Trac and Tnit
{CPA Media)

nese and sought to restore y,
- e
aathonty of Viethamee xtin
0.

crats. A large milicary ﬁ}m’*fﬂid
to number some 80,000, Eﬁuat
ed

among its leaders thirty,,
female “generals,” includmg
the Trung sisters’ mother
Soon, however, Chinege
forces overwhelmed the rebel,

and Trung Trac’s support fadig
Later Vietnamese records eyx.

plained the farlure of the fevols

15 1 consequence of s femal,
In irditional Vietnamuse accounts, the Tl‘ung
mitted suicide, jumping 1nto a nearby river 4

er of their followers
he revolt failed, it lived on 1n stories ang

; Vietnamese resistance to invad,
Jugends to mspire Jater ; : B5—
Eﬁfﬂ ese, anchrJﬂPﬂn:’sE, and American alike. Men Were
ermnded that women had led this rebellion. *“What 5

" wrote 2 thirteenth-century Vietnamese historian,

ity, 1
Eﬂ?;t for a thousand yvars after this, the men of our lang

bowed their heads, folded their arms, and served the
northerners [Chmﬂ‘-iﬂ]-"u To this day, temples, streets, and
neighborhoods bear the name of the Trung sisters, and a
yearly celebradion in their honor coincides with Interns.-
tional Women's Day Usually depicted riding on war ele-
phants and wielding swords, these two women also repre-
sent the more Auid gender roles then available to some
Vietnamese women 1n comparison to the stricter patriar-

chy prevalent in China.

w le

Jeadership.
sisters com
did 2 numb

Although t

Question: How might you imagine the reactions to the Trung
sisters’ revolt from Chinese officials, Vietnamese aristocrats,
Vietnamese peasants both male and female, and later
generations of Vietnamese men and vroen?

i
|
|

!

|
!

launched a nulitary campaign to reunify China and 1n just ten yeer- soundly defeated
the other warring states. Believing that he had created a univer.a) and eternal em-
pire, he grandly named himself Shihuangdi, which means the “first emperor.” Unlike
Augustus, he showed little ambivalence about empire, Subsequent conquests €x-
tended China’s boundaries far to the south into the northern part of Vietnam, 0
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- ATiStoCrats who mg :
rats who might oppose his centraliz-

ing PQHEIES WETE D\F’Ed Phygi. | H
- Flundreds of thousands of laborers

were re;rulted O Cconstruct the
“barbarians,” and to erecy , mo
place. (See Visual Source 3.9
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The brief C‘lm dynasty biw =5, unity 1o the heartland of Chinese civilization, and the much longer Han dynasty
extended its terntorial 1. south toward Vietnam, east to Korea, and west into Central Asia. To the north

lay the military confedarc, of the nomadic Xiongnu,
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Why were the Roman

and Chinese empires able
to enjoy long penods of
relative stabiity and

prasperity?
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is po 1 206 s.c.E. The Han d?“a_ﬁy
urnﬂﬁﬂizﬂd features of Shihuangdj*ﬂ
TEgHE ‘ ¢ his policies 3doPanE a mulder 4ny
e S L arshness © ‘he governing philosophy of the
: 5 0 Confucius’s thinking.) I¢ Was
and established the s
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31NES
I 4 to Rome
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that follow! '
creation, although 167

morahstic Confucian! p 198— )
states. (See Document 4.1,P od Chinas

s
Han dynasty rulers who n‘:it:!rtl':1 pypol
litical patterns that Jasted 1D

gm In

d Chinese EMPpIres
<hared a number of commg, ..-

- bl ﬂ
Consolidating the Romartt -
Once established, these twWo huge lmp;;;selves in universal terms. The Romap 1
features. Both, for example, defined t the entire world” under the contrg] of l

: “almost "
writer Polybius spoke of bringing ah:id to encompass “all under heaven Boy, \
Rome, while the Chinese state was S aqueducts, canals, i .

- : __roads, bridges,
of them invested heavily 1n P - spective domains militarily ang
tective walls—all designed to integrate resp

Jese authorities both invoked supernatural sanc-

tions to support their rule. By the first century C.E., RD“"“"; bl:ga“t}:“ 1"38;1'*?1 _thf:ir 1
deceased emperors as gods and established a religious cult to of ter the authority of \
living rulers. It was the refusal of early Christians to take part in this cult that pro-

voked their periodic persecution by Roman authorines. | o
In China, a much older tradition had long linked events on earth with the invisible

realm called “heaven.” In this conception, heaven was neither a place nor a supreme
being, but rather an impersonal moral force that regulated the universe. Emperors
were called the Son of Heaven and were said to govern by the Mandate of Heaven
so long as they ruled morally and with benevolence. Peasant rebellions, “barbarian”
invasions, or disastrous floods were viewed as signs that the emperor had ruled badly
and thus had lost the Mandate of Heaven. Among the chief duties of the eMperor was
the performance of various rituals thought to maintain the appropriate relationship
between heaven and earth. What moral government meant in practrice was spelled out

in the writings of Confucius and his followers, which became the offi

their

commercially. |
Furthermore, Roman and Chu

cial ideology

of the empire (see Chapter 4).
Both of these second-wave civilizati
~wave civiliza 121y rehing it]
tons also absorbed a foreiz: rE210uUs tradition —

CI:'HISUHHHY in the Roman world and Buddhism in Chiny—- irhiough the process
unfold i o
o ed somewhat differently. In the case of Rome, Christiamty was born as a small
ct in : A
o : ?I*]tfte cmd nelr ufl the empire. Aided by the pax Romang .nd Roman roads
d1th spread slowly for several centur : '
turies, particular!
lower classes. W . _ » Particularty among the poor and
number of n;ur: meﬁ oy P-m Hiuf]ent e leadership of the early church 1;5 were a
well-to-do individuals from urban families, After suffering‘intermit



