166

PART 2 [ SEC

OND-WAVE CIVILIZATIONS IN

WORLD HISTORY, 500 B.C.E.— 500 C.E.

most enduring legacies that second-wave civilizations have bequeathed to the mod-

ern world.

EVERAL CENTURLES SURROUNDING $00 B.C-Esy something quite remarkable hap-
i less simultaneously, in China, India, the Middle East,
ad widely, have persisted in
he values and outlooks

IN THE §
pened all across Furasia, More 0
and Greece, there ermerged cultural traditions that spre
various formis into the twenty-first century, and have shaped t
of most people who have inhabited the planet OVer the past 2,500 years.

In China, it was the time of Confucius and Laozi (low-ZUH), whose teachings
gave rise o Confucianisim and Daoiso, respectively. I India, a series of religious writ-
ings known as the Upanishads gave expression to the classical philosophy of Hindu-
ism, while a religious reformer, Siddhartha Gautama ('sil1-1.)'l—lhll—tuh GOW-tau-mah),
set in motion a separate religion known later as Buddhism. 11 the Middle East,a dis-
tinctively monotheistic religious tradition appeared. It was expressed in Zoroastrian-
ism, derived {from the teachings of the Persian prophet Zarathustra (zar—uh—THOO—

struh), and in Judaism, articulated in Israel by 2 pumber of Jewish prophets such as
Amos,}er‘emiah,.and Isaiah. Later, this Jewish religious outlook became the basis for
both Christianity and Tslam. Finally, in Greece, a rational and humanistic tradition
found expression in the writings of Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and many others.
These cultural traditions differed greatly. Chinese and Greek thinkers focused more
on the affairs of this world and credited human rationality with the power to under-
stand that reality. Indian. Persian, and Jewish intellectuals, by contrast, explored the
unseen realm of the divine and the relationship of God or the gods to human life.
All these traditions sought an alternative to an eatlier polytheism, in which the activi-
ties of various gods and spirits e Jlained what happened in this world. These gods
and spirits had generally been seen a3 similar to human beings, though much more

powe:tfu'i.ﬂmugh ritual and sacrifice, men and women might placate the gods or
persuade them to \tural traditions of the

‘do human bidding. [n contrast, the new cu
Second Wave era sought to define a single source of order and meaning in the uni-
verse, some moral or religious realm ,sharply different from and higher than the sphere
of human life. The task of human '

kind, according to these new ways of thinking, wis
personal moral or spiritual transfor‘mation-——oftf:ﬂ expresse

d as the development of
compassion—"Dy aligning with that higher order.® These enormously rich and varied
traditions have collectively posed the great quiestions of human life and society that
have haunted and inspired much of humankind ever since. They a

[so defined and le-
gitimated the hierarchies of class and gender that distinguished the yarious second-
from one another.

wave civilizations

Why did these traditions all emerge at roughly the same time? Here we encoun=

f historical analysis:What is the relationship betweet ideas an
icular .pnlitical. 50~

the circumstances in which they arise? Are ideas generated by parti
ct of creative human in

cial, and economic conditions? Or are they the produ
tion independent of the material environment? Or do they derive from somie ¢
nation of the two? I the case of these cultural traditions, many historians have notes

ter an enduring issuc ©
1agind”
ombi-

)
dy the cighth eeirtu
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A Map of Time

800 .
00-400B.C.e.  Upanishads composed

8th century B
yB.C.E.  Hebrew prophets (Amos, Hosea, Micah, Isaiah)

ca. 7th— i
a. 7th-6th centuries B.c.e.  Life of Zarathustra

600-30
300B.C.E.  Emergence of Greek rationalism

6th i
century B.c.e.  Life of Buddha, Confucius, Laozi

586-539 B.C.e.  Jewish exile in Bablyon

558-330B.C.E.  Ach ;
-C.E. aemenid dynasty in =
Zoroastrianism y in Persia; state support for

469-399 B.C.e. Life of Socrates
0 —
403-221B.C.E.  Age of warring states in China

221-206 B.C.E.  Qin dynasty in China

Early 1st century c.e.  Life of Jesus

10-65 c.e.  Life of Paul

’

Armenia, Axum

the tumultuo i
us social ch
e (;angﬁls that accompanied their emergence. An i
e ugf y 1000 B.C.E,, made possible more . dm)n_age et
. : o roducti
es and more theyeme are. Gro;vmg cities, increased trade tl:;le p Ctlv'e ee of
e | S X rominence of
civilizations— o e e ‘ :
all of these di i W
. ates ) contacts amon
ers to question old T . g
Y y-literate societi i
e utlooks and to come up with new soluti P
B e et e purpose of life? How should hu jrions to fandamencd
r . . m B
o be omle de 1.1\7Vh21t is the relationship between hum: aI?fso
the moral or spiri B
. iritual real i
e . . p alms that lie beyond?
answersyto : 137 various societies developed their own Z t'd‘ B'Ut
ese questions remai i et
o : mains elusive—a tri
unpredictable genius of human imaginati g T
ation.

SEEKING THE MAIN POINT

China and the Search for Order

As one of the First Civilizati b
e -Fiishi ations, Ching had a tradition of s ileli
Power iuc lr:izes(l?‘:tk:;:::d:;?nd 2000 B.C.E: OF bﬁfili:?:;?;:_te;ttrleel;;:inﬁ -.d-mt —ry
1 that the rmm‘ml and ﬂ;;ﬁnnl:llm M?n}ljflw of Heaven had taken I{:::ti t?f}k
i B e 2 -lm .C_t?._n.dmu_n of China was one of 'p.olit’i-c’ﬂ‘ . l'dd
o the authority of the Zhou dynasty and its my;;l f;]:atl);
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168 PART 2 / SECOND-WAVE had substantially weakened, and by 500 B.C.E. any unity that China had earlier en-
Joyed was long gone. What followed was a period (403—221 B.C.E.) of chaos, growing
inkers and Philosophies of the Second-Wave Era violence, and disharmony that became known as the “age of warring states” (see
Snaps"\ot Thinkers B T Key Ideas pp- 133—36). During these dreadful centuries of disorder and turmoil, a number of
Date Location Religion/Philosop e ieh God: coamie Chinese thinkers began to consider how order might be restored, how the apparent
Person ia (present- Zoroastrianism Smgﬂict of good and evil tranquility of an earlier time could be realized again. From their reflections emerged
Zoroaster 7thcentury  Persia F; " - classical cultural traditions of Chinese civilization.
B.C.E. (?) day Iran o Transcendent High God;
astern L ovenant with chosen
E:Ebir:r‘:v R:r(:g: . 23:\;3215 ineditgrra;}eane/l ;eople; social justice The Legalist Answer
]e%r?emi;h) BER Pal‘:’-St‘“e/ = Brahmanism/ Brahma (the ?i?g-éereallt\f)' One answer to the problem of disorder— though not the first to emerge—was a [l Comparison
Anonymous 800400 Uit Hinduism L:F;ﬁorga\;lii::-“goai of ‘ hardheaded and practical philosophy known as Legalism. To Legalist thinkers, the ~What different answers to
writers of B.C.E. libe ra,tlion (moksha) solution to China’s problems lay in rules or laws, clearly spelled out and strictly the pr?bltim t).fdllior:'fier?
Upanishads - through enforced through a system of rewards and punishments. “If rewards are high,” wrote R e i
- Confucianism SOClall ::;:;{Z b Han Fei, one of the most prominent Legalist philosophers,“then what the ruler wants
Confucius 6th century  China r:L?trl?)ok; impor,tance of will be quickly effected; if punishments are heavy, what he does not want will be
R education; family as model swiftly prevented” (Sce Document 3.3, pp. 150—st, for an excerpt fiom the writing
of the state of Han Fei.) Legalists generally entertained a rather pessimistic view of human na-
— All creatures have souls; ture. Most people were stupid and shortsighted. Only the state and its rulers could act
- ¢thcentury  India Jainism purification through in their long-term interests. Doing so meant promoting farmers and soldiers, the only
Mahavira B.C.E. nonviolence; opposed to two groups in society who performed essential functions, while suppressing mer-
caste 'I chants, aristocrats, scholars, and other classes regarded as useless.
i Suffering caused by desire/ | Legalist thinking provided inspiration and methods for the harsh reunification
. h 6thcentury  India Buddhism attachment; end of " of China under Shihuangdi and the Qin dynasty (221-206 B.C.E.), but the brutality
Slddharta : B.C.E. suffering th.ro-ugh mdo £ ‘ of that short dynasty thoroughly discredited Legalism (see pp. 13 3—36). Although its
R and r'nor.al lwmft?cr; techniques and practices played a role in subsequent Chinese statecraft, few philoso-
T e d phers or rulers ever again openly advocated its ideas as the sole guide for Chinese
. Daoism Withdrawal frl(:;;:i;”or | political life. The Han and all subsequent dynasties drew instead on the teachings of
Laozi, Zhuangzi 6th-3rd Ehilna ':;:uiz;n :,?:;)le living; end |I China’s greatest sage— Confucius.
:f-;::mes of striving
Greek rationalism Style 9f p-ers.istecr:ltlar The Confucian Answer
Socrates, Plato, 5"""4"_h | 22;?;L0a2;2§'osfenature and Born to an aristocratic family in the state of Lu in northern China, Confucius (ss1— M Description
Aristotle centuries human Uife ll 479 B.C.5.) was both learned and ambitious. Believing that he had found the key to  Why has Confucianism
BGE — Si— importance of :l 5f1¥vi11g C.h.jna’s-p.rohi-cn? of disor.der, he spent rnuc.h of his‘ ad_ullt life secking a po- Essrngszrt]iidpisilgsophy”
v 1st Palestine/lsrael Christianity love based on intimate 1 |.1I:1(t.£|l position front .wlnch he might put lnls ideas into action. But no such oppor- rather than a supernatural
Jesus earel IV CE relationship with God; at tunity came his way. Perhaps it was just as well, for it was as a thinker and a teacher that religion?
™ odds with established I Confucius left a profound imprint on Chinese history and culture and also on other
authorities East Asian societies, such as Korea’s and Japan’s. After his death, his students collected
P Christianity as a religion his teachings in a short book called the Analects, and later scholars elaborated and com-
- e Palestine/lIsrael/ Christianity for all; salvation 'fhrough mented endlessly on his ideas, creating a body of thought known as Confucianism (see
Saint Paul century E.  eastern Roman faith in Jesus Christ Document 4.1, pp. 198-200).
Empire
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Document 4.1

Reflections from Confucius
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achings gave rise to a body
s encompassed

-d “virtue” refers
cfs that follows, the word “vir m? !
V sometimes referred to

in Confucian literature

£ -h a person?
-jus define suc
- would Contuciv
m How wot

. - 'son’?
m How might one become this kind Ofpels,o " soint to an elaborate set of
e ety and “rites of propriety - pomnt | ally every cir-
The terms Pr.OP“eq ‘d fined appropriate behavior in virtually
e expeCmU;nS t}E{En: on one’s gender, age, or class.
cpending .

fa vir an?
in the making of a virtuous ma

ritu .
cumstance of life,

m  What role does propriety or ritual play

g S
{ =5 through in this text:
ation cones through

e 'edu(-
. f “1("'&1 Nning or
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B What is “filial piety,” and why is it
standing of a good society?
8 How do “virtue,” “filial piety,” and

creating good government and a h

B How does Confucius understand the role

spirits, and ancestors, for example?
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SO 1mportant in Confucius’s under—

>

relate to the larger task of

armonious society?

of the supernatural — gods,

Conrucrus &t

-~
The Analects %

ca. 479-221 B.C.E.

he philosopher Yu said, “They are few who,
being filial and fraternal, are fond of offending
against their superiors. There have been none, who,
not liking to offend against their superiors, have
been fond of stirring up confusion. .. >
The Master said, “To rule a country of a thou- y
sand chariots, there must be reverent o

business, and sincerity; cconomy in expenditure, and
love for men;

sand the employment of the people at |
the proper scasons.”

The Master said, “A youth, when at home, should |
be filial, and, abroad, respectful to his elders. He |
should be earnest and try thful. He should over-flow |
in love to all, and cultivate the friendship of the

good. When he has time and opportunity, after the
performance of these ¢l
in polite studies.”

Tsze-hsia said, “If 2 man withdraws his mind
from the love of |beautiful women|, and
as sincerely to the love of the virtuous; if, in serving
hiis parents, he can exert his utmost strength; if, in
serving his prince, he can devore his life; if, in his s
intercourse with his friends, his words are sincere:
although men say that he has not learned, [ will cer- |
tainly say that he has.”

The philosopherTsang said,“Let there
ful attention to perform the funeral rite
and let them be followed when long gone with the
L.

Source: Confucius, The Analects, tr

anslaced by James Legge  men desire, If they cannot be obt
(IN()})_

done in order to secure the su
hings, he should employ them people?”

ceremonies of sacrifice; then the virtue of the people
will resume its proper excellence.”

The Master said,“He who exercises government
by means of his virtge may be compared to the

north polar star, which keeps its place and all the
stars turn toward it.”

attention o~ The Master said, “If the people be led by laws,

and uniformity sought to be given them by pun-
ishments, they will try to avoid the punishment, but
have no sense of shame. If they be led by virtue, and
uniformity sought to be given them by the rules of

propriety, they will have the sense of shame, and
moreover will become good.”

The Duke Aj asked, saying, “What should be

bmission of the
Confucius replied, “Advance the upright

and set aside the crooked, then the people will sub-
mit. Advance the crooked and s
applies it then the people will not submit.”

et aside the uprighe,

Chi K'ang asked how to cause the people to

reverence their ruler, to be fajthful to him, and to
g0 On to nerve themselves to virtue, The Master
[“said,“Let him preside ove

r them with gravity; then

they will reverence him. Let him be filial and kind
I to all; then they will be faithful to him. Let him ad-
beacare- | vance the good

S to parents, | they will eagerly seek to be virtuous”

and teach the incompetent; then

The Master said, “If the will be set on virtue,

there will be no practice of wickedness.”

The Master said, “Riches and honors are what

ained in the proper

way, they should not be held. Poverty and meanness




-,

200  CHAPTER 4§ / CULTURE AND RELIGIO
are what men dislike. If they cannot be avoided in
the proper way, they should not be avoided.”

The Master said, “In serving his parents, a son
with them, but gently; when he

may remonstrate
to follow his advice, he

sees that they do not incline
ased degree of reverence, but does

shows an incre
not abandon his purpose; and should they punish

him, he does not allow himself to murmur.’
Fan Ch'ih asked what constituted wisdom. The
Master said, “To give one’s self earnestly to the du-
ties due to men, and, while respecting spiritual beings,
to keep aloof from them, may be called wisdom.”
The Master said, “The superior man, extensively”
studying all learning, and keeping himself ander |
the restraint of the rules of propriety may thus like-
wise not overstep what is right.” 5
The Master’s frequent themes of discourse were
the Odes, the History, and the maintenance of the
Rules of Propriety. On all these he frequently

discoursed.

The Master was wishing to g0 and live among
ild tribes of the east. Some one said,“They
ow can you dosucha thing?” The Master
rior man dwelt among them, what

the mne w
are rude. H
said, “1f a supe
rudeness would there be?”

Chi Lu asked about serving the spirits of the
dead. The Master said, “While you are not able to

2
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Farlh

serve men, how can you serve their spirits?” Chi Lu
added. “1 venture to ask about death?” He was an-
swered, “While you do not know life, how can you

know about death?”
Yen Yuan asked about pe

éaid. “To subdue one’s self and return to
an for one day subdue

all under heaven

fect virtue, The Master
propriety,

is perfect virtue. If a man ¢
himself and return to propriety,
will ascribe perfect virtue to him.”

Chung-kung asked about perfect virtue. The
Master said, "It is, when you go abroad, to behave to
every one as if you were receiving a great guest; to
employ the people as if you were assisting at a great
cacrifice: not to do to others as you would not wish
done to yourself; to have no murmuring against
you in the country, and none in the family.”

Chi K'ang asked Confucius about government,
Confucius replied, “To govern means to rectify. If

you lead on the people with cOFrectness, who will

dare not to be correct?”
Truly, if the ruler is nota ruler, the subject nota

subject, the father nota father, the son not a son, then
even if there be grain, would I get to cat it?

The Master said,“Of all people, gitls and servants
are the most difficult to behave to. If you are familiar
with them, they lose their humility. If you maintain

2 reserve toward them, they are discontented.”

Document 4.2

Reflections from the Hindu Scriptures

The flavor of Indian thinking about the goo
different from that of China. This distinctive o
tions from the Bhagavad Gita (The Song of t
sured of Hindu writings. Its dating is highly u

where between the fifth and secort
de within the Mahabharata, one of the huge epic poenis of

describes the struggle for power between two

put it some
Gita itself is an episo
India’s classical tradition, which

branches of the same family. The setting of t

great battle n which the fearless
de he will be required to kill some of his own

the eve of a
the realization that in this bat

kinsmen. |

who 1s an

n his distress, he turns for advic
incarnation of the great god Vishi

d life and the good society 1s quite
utlook is reflected in these selec—
he Lord), perhaps the most trea-
neertain, although most scholars
1d centuries B.C.E. The Bhagavad

he Bhagavad Gita takes place on
warrior Arjuna is overcome with

e to his charioteer, Lord Krishna,

qu. Krishna's response to Arjuna’s
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held patriarchal assumptions about the proper relationship between the sexes; and
Mahatma Gandhi, during India’s struggle for independence in ¢he twentieth century,
sought to raise the status of “untouchables,” referring to them as Harijan, or “chil-
dren of God.” Nevertheless, caste, class, patriarchy, and even slavery have certainly not
vanished from human society, even now. During the era of second-wave civilizations 0 e T TTE

nu prescribing proper social behavior in India

in Eurasia, these patterns of inequality found expressions and generated social tensions
124 B.C.E.

that endured well beyond that era.
As Chapter 3 pointed out, millions of individual men and women inhabiting the

civilizations of Furasia and North Africa lived within a political framework of states T

. . . . . ek darta . "

or empires. They also occupied a world of ideas, religions, and values that derived both Early 15t cent partacus slave rebellion in Italy
ntury c.e.

from local folkways and from the teaching of the great religious Of cultural traditions

of these civilizations, as described in Chapter 4. In this chapter, we explore the social

arrangements of these civilizations——relationships between rich and poor, powerful 79CE Eruption of
.E. on of Mt. Vesuvius d

g estroys Pompeii

and powerless, slaves and free people, and men and women.Those relationships shaped =
the daily lives and the life chances of everyone and provided the foundation for po- 4 C.E. Yellow Turban Rebellion in China
After 221 ce. L i
oosening of restrictions on elite Chinese women as Han di
s Han dynasty

litical authority as well as challenges to it.

Like the First Civilizations, those of the second-wave eta were sharply divided collapsed

ey too were patriarchal, with women clearly subordinated to

In constructing their societies, however, these second- i _690—70_5 ;E. ST
ned in China

izations differed substantially from one another. Chi-
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wrote a poe entitled “After Pass-

i0 Chu-I (772-846 C.5.) |
e e o me and fortune that awaited

ing the Examination,” which shows something (,)f the fa
an accomplished student as well as the continuing loya

ideally marked those who succeeded:

Ity to family and home that

For ten years I never left my books,

I went up ...and won unmerited praise.

My high place 1 do not much prize;

The joy of my parents will first make me proud.
Eellow students, six or seven men,

See me off as I leave the City gate.

My covered coach is ready to driv.e away;
Flutes and strings blend their parting tunc.
Hopes achieved dull the pains of parting;
Fumes of wine shorten the Jong road. ...

Shod with wings is the horse of him who ridfs
On a Spring day the road that leads to home.”

Those who made it into the bureaucracy entered a realm of high privilege and

i 11 ¥ with robes,
great prestige. Senior officials moved about in carriages and were bedecked

i 1 jals who
ribbons, seals, and headdresses appropriate to their ra.nk.. EV?n lower Emc1alsliShed
served in the provinces rather than the capital were distinguished by their po

i ir political
speech, their cultural sophistication, and their urban manners as well as their p

i r akers, of
authority. Proud of their learning, they were the bearers, and often the m

i lace”” stated an imperial edict
i “Officials are the leaders of the populace, !
et s hey ride in and the robes

“ it is ri at the carriages t
of 144 B.C.E,“and it 1s right and proper th : gd. e
that they wear should correspond to the degrees of their digmty. gl ok
it] i 1 ion between their officia
i in ti ] turmoil, experienced tension
articularly in times of politica , : : rome
];uties and their personal inclination toward a more withdrawn life of reflectiv

arship. (See the Portrait of Ge Hong, pp. 222-23.)

The Landlord Class

Most officials came from wealthy families, and in o e e
the Qin dynasty unified China by 210 B.C.E., most land wgs he , 0y Smé,l o ml;; e
farmers. But by the first century B.C.E, the pressures of pupul.‘?unn. gl_(i‘}l .{ i -
nd indebtedness had generated a class of large landowners as n'upuw:lr IIS' 1€L .i.)“ l‘n L-l -
found it necessary to sell their lands to more prosperous n‘clghbo‘r‘sl. ,“,b ..lll.t s
tion of land in sizeable estates was a persistent theme in Chinese history, and ot

’ n e , 1()1‘1’--15
was frequently, though not very successfully, opposed by state authorities. Land )
’ ¥ T e y TR .'ug state reve-

to avoid paying taxes, thus decreasi '
were able paying e

China wealth meant land. When

of such large estates often ng s fegeiatig 3
nues and increasing the tax burden for the remaining peasants. In some eas o
1 “halle ; ity O
ould also mount their own military forces that might challenge the authority
c :

€mperor.

One of the most dramatic state efforts to counteract the growing power of large
landowners is associated with Wang Mang, a high court official of the Han dynasty
who usurped the emperor’s throne in 8 .. and immediately launched a series of
startling reforms. A firm believer in Confucian good government, Wang Mang saw
his reforms as re-creating a golden age of long ago in which small-scale peasant farm-
ers represented the backbone of Chinese society. Accordingly, he ordered the great
private estates to be nationalized and divided up among the landless. Government
loans to peasant families, limits on the amount of land a family might own, and an
end to private slavery were all part of his reform program, but these measures proved
impossible to enforce. Opposition from wealthy landowners, nomadic invasions, poor
harvests, floods, and famines led to the collapse of Wang Mang’s reforms and his assas-
sination in 23 C.E.

Large landowning families, therefore, remained a central feature of Chinese so-
ciety, although the fate of individual families rose and fell as the wheel of fortune
raised them to great prominence or plunged them into poverty and disgrace. As a
class, they benefited both from the wealth that their estates generated and from the
power and prestige that accompanied their education and their membership in the
official elite. The term “scholar-gentry” reflected their twin sources of privilege. With
homes in both urban and rural areas, members of the scholar-gentry class lived luxu-
riously. Multistoried houses, the finest of silk clothing, gleaming carriages, private

orchestras, high-stakes gambling—all of this was part of the life of China’s scholar-
gentry class.

Peasants

Throughout the long course of China’s civilization, the vast majority of its population
consisted of peasants, living in small households representing two or three generations.
Some owned enough land to support their families and perhaps even sell something
on the local market. Many others could
barely survive. Nature, the state, and land-
lords combined to make the life of most
peasants extremely vulnerable. Famines,
floods, droughts, hail, and pests could
wreak havoc without warning, State au-
thorities required the payment of taxes,
demanded about a month’s labor every
year on various public projects,and con-
scripted young men for military service.
During the Han dynasty, growing num-
bers of impoverished and desperate peas-
ants had to sell out to large landlords and
Wwork as tenants or sharecroppers on their
estates, where rents could run as high as

g ans

Chinese Peasants

For many centuries, the
normal activities of Chinese
peasant farmers included
plowing, planting, and
threshing grain, as shown in
this painting from China’s
Song dynasty (960-1279 CE).
(Mogao Caves, Dunhuang/The

Bridgeman Art Library)
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during hardships of peasant life:

The cob of corn in springtime sown

In autumn yields a hundredfold.

No fields ave seen that fallow lie:

And yet of hunger peasants die.

As at noontide they hoe their crops,
Sweat on the grain to carth down drops.

How many tears, how maty a groat,
Each morscl on thy dish did mould!”
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social flux in ancient Indian history.
M(.‘mbm;s of the Brahmin and Ksha triya.
gr()?},)s’ for example, were frequently in
conflict over which ranked highest in the
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business. Occasional murders of slave owners made masters conscious of the
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) .
dangers they faced. “Every slave we own is an enemy we harbor” ran one

Roman saying‘14

On several notable occasions, the slaves themselves rose in rebellion. The
most famous uprising occurred in 73 B.C.E. when a slave gladiator named

[~

Spartacus led seventy other slaves from a school for gladiators in a desperate 5 »
i}

bid for freedom. The surprising initial success of their revolt attracted a grow-
ing following of rebellious slaves, numbering perhaps 120,000 men, women,
and children at the height of the uprising. For two years, they set Italy ablaze.
In a dramatic reversal of roles, they crucified some captured slave owners and
set others to fighting one another in the style of gladiators. Following a se-

ries of remarkable military victories, the movement split and eventually suc- o
age™
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cumbed to the vastly superior numbers of the Roman legions. A terrible
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vengeance followed as some 6,000 rebel slaves were nailed to crosses along
the Appian Way from Rome to Capua, where the revolt had begun.
Nothing on the scale of the Spartacus rebellion occurred again in the Western
world of slavery until the Haitian Revolution of the 1790s. But Haitian rebels
sought the creation of a new society free of slavery altogether. None of the Roman
slave rebellions, including that of Spartacus, had any such overall plan or goal. They
simply wanted to escape Roman slavery themselves. Although rebellions created a
perpetual fear in the minds of slave owners, slavery itself was hardly affected.

Comparing Patriarchies

Social inequality was embedded not only in the structures of class, caste, and slavery,
but also in the gender systems of second-wave civilizations, as the patriarchies of the
First Civilizations (see Chapter 2, pp. 62—68) were replicated and elaborated in those
that followed. Until quite recently, women’s subordination in all civilizations has
been so widespread and pervasive that historians have been slow to recognize that
gender systems had a history, changing over time. New agricultural technologies,
the rise or decline of powerful states, the incorporation of wotld religions, interaction
with culturally different peoples—all of these developments and more generated
significant change in understandings of what was appropriate masculine and femi-

nine behavior. Most often, patriarchies were lighter and less restrictive for women

 the early years of a civilization’s development and during times of upheaval, when

established patterns of male dominance were disrupted.

Furthermore, women were often active agents in the histories of their societies,
even while largely accepting their overall subordination. As the central figures in
family life, they served as repositories and transmitters of their peoples’ culture. Some
were able to occupy unorthodox and occasionally prominent positions outside the
home as scholars, religious functionaries, managers of property and participants in
commerce, and even as rulers or military leaders. In Britain, Egypt, and Vietnam,

The Rebellion of Spartacus

bedfordstmartins.com

é LearningCurve
.

@
\ /strayer/LC




i CHAPTER 5 / SOCIETY AND INEQUALITY [N EURASIA/NORTH AFRICA, 500 B.C.E.~500 C.E.
00 B.C.E.—500 C.E.

: 235

234 PART 2 | SECOND-WAVE CIVILIZATIONS IN WORLD HISTORY, 5

ist their countries’ incorporation into the Ro- The Chinese woman writer and

for example, women led efforts to resist theiwr « Portrait of Trung Trac, p. 134 and the court official Ban Zhao (45—116 C.E) (see

iman or Chinese empires. (See, for examPle,thc .(1]1..1‘.{1“ o ;‘.“-\:cd ' small do- 5P 7 ZnGLDIGEGEIER §oh o B4=i0)

statue of Boudica, p. 132.) Both Buddhist and (.-51'.”‘[;]‘0“ cilr‘ll“gﬁ or challenges to observed that the ancients had practiced

mains of relative freedom ﬁ'om.male co?lttol.li fm ev-vork g AN TRy ——

male dominance occurred Withm a Patrlar—cha .1[":‘111 i Of‘c};an.im-chal cquilibrivan” She was placed below the bed to show

evolve out of or beyond that Emnm\‘vm-k."l 1,mj- l| .1.1;.(. T ducmations and that she was “lowly and weak.” required

ensured the loiig-term persistence ol whriwn S KL '-;:rx l.”ieg . Pﬁsh gainst gendere q always to “humble herself before others.”

notwithstanding various efforts to redefine gender ToIef Then she was given a piece of broken
5

expectations. 2

Nor was patriarchy e
in urban-based civilization
beyond the reach of cities an
varied from one civilization to an'
in Chapter 2 illustrated. And within

Rlestrictions on wommen were far sharper pottery to play with, signifying that “her

verywhere the same. Be 1’ gricultural societies that lay primary duty |was| to be industrious.”
i astoral or a al s ‘ . .
s than 11.1 th(r);}e1 pde sree and expression OfP“triarchy also Finally, her birth was announced to the
d emPl;es. ; . s’igcxlsiion of Miesopotamia and Egypt ancestors with an offering to indicate
er, as th k ' . . o«

o ticular civilizations, elite women both enjoyed that she was responsible for “the con-
partic ’

i ; NI Chinese Women Musicians
. h greater tinuation of [ancestor| worship in the " : _

) frered the restrictions of seclusion 11 the home to a much & ed I 17 [ ] b This tenth-century rendering by the painter Gu Hongzhong shows these upper-class
privileges and suftere arts whose economic circumstances require ome. o ~ women serving as musicians for a high official of a Tang dynasty emperor, It was titled
extent than their lower-class counterpz See Documents: Patriarchy and Women'’s Yet such notions of passivity, inferi-  The Night Revels of Han Xizai The painter was apparently sent by the emperor to spy on

. — 0 s: Patru X el i . il e ) \
them to operate 1n the larger social arena. (See . ateiarchy across Fuit- ority, and subordination were not the the suspicious behavior of the minister, who in various tellings was suspected of either
for various expressions of and reactions to patii , hol £ s Tives i . rebellion or undignified activity. (Wemer Forman/Art Resource, NY)

Voices, pp. 243—51, for var le of how patriarclw changed over time, whole story of women’s lives in ancient

. : j e of Yok . . . . .
asia.) China provides a fascinating exalmp nd Sparta illustrace clear variations even China. A few women, particularly the wives, concubines, or widows of emperors,

. . : S a a . . . 5 7 .
while the contrasting Patrerhles of At 1;11 ilizati were able on occasion to exercise considerable political authority. Several others led

o ation.
e ller world of Greek civiliz

within the much sma

peasant rebellions. In doing so, they provoked much anti-female hostility on the part
of male officials, who understood governance as a masculine task and often blamed

] . . hina apse of a dyna atural disas «“ al” and “disruptive” in-
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Chinese Women at Work

For a long time, the spinning
and weaving of cloth were
part of women's domestic
work in China. So too was
fishing, as illustrated by the
woman at the bottom right of
this Chinese painting. (Palace
Museum, Beijing/Cultural Relics
Press)
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centuries.

and criticized, by more Confucian-minded m
the sad deterioration of gender roles under th

In the north of the Yellow river it is usually
She will not dispense with good clothing or
to settle for old horses and sickly servants. Th
band and wife are seldom observed, and fro

up with her insults."”

Others criticized the
time of the Tang dynasty (618—907), writers an
pable of handling legal and business affairs on t

horses and playing polo, bareheaded and wearing men’s ¢

even recognized a married daughter’s right to
birth. Such images of women were quite differen

A further sign of a weakening patriarchy
cates of Confucian orthodoxy lay in the unusual re

a former high-ranking concubine in the imperial court, who ¢
ver to rule China with the title of

ddhist establishment, Empress Wu
but she also consolidated China's civil service examination sys-
actively patronized scholarship and the
position of womer.

much palace intrigue and was the only womman ¢
emperor. With the support of China's growing Bu

governed despotically,
tem for the selection of public officials and

arts. Some of her actions seem deliberately designed to clevate the
men, decreed that the mourning

ers, and ordered the creation of a
the process of birth flowing from
ef and unrepeated.

She commissioned the biographies of famous wo
period for mothers be made equal to that for fath
Chinese character for “human being” that sugeested

one woman without a prominent male role. Her reign was bri
d new images of the feminine an
‘mother” and urged the
her than the

The growing popularity of Daoism provide

new roles for women. Daoist texts referred to the deo as’
traditionally feminine virtues of yielding and passive acceptance rat

00 C.E,

and conflict. Confucianism, the main
ideology of Han China, was discredited,
while Daoism and Buddhism attracted
a growing following. Pastoral and no-
madic peoples invaded northern China
and ruled a number of the small states
that had replaced the Han government.
These new conditions resulted in some
loosening of the strict patriarchy of Han
dynasty China over the next five or six

The cultural influence of nomadic
peoples, whose women were far less re-
stricted than those of China, was noticed,
ale observers. One of them lamented

e influence of nomadic peoples:

the wife who runs the household.
expensive jewelry. The husband has
e traditional niceties between hus-

m time to time he even has to put

adoption of nomadic styles of dress, makeup, and music. By the
d artists depicted elite women as ca-

heir own and on occasion riding
lothing, Tang legal codes
inherit property from her family of
t from those of Han dynasty China.
and the cause of great distress to advo-
ign of Empress Wu (r. 600—705 C.1.),
ame to power amid
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male-oriented striving of Confucianism. Daoist sects often featured women as priests
nuns, or reclusive meditators, able to receive cosmic truth and to use it for the bene—,
fit of others. A variety of female deities from Daoist or Buddhist traditions found a
place in Chinese village religion,” while growing numbers of women found an al-
ternative to family life in Buddhist monasteries. None of this meant an end to patri-
archy, but it does suggest some change in the tone and expression of that patriarchy.
However, during the Song dynasty that followed, a more restrictive patriarchy re—.
emerged. (See Chapter 8.)

Contrasting Patriarchies: Athens and Sparta

Thf? patriarchies of second-wave civilizations not only fluctuated over time but also
Yarled considerably from place to place. Nowhere is this variation more apparent than
in t.h-e contrasting cases of Athens and Sparta, two of the leading city-states of Greek
civilization (see Map 3.2, p. 123). Even within this small area, the opportunities avail-
able to women and the restrictions imposed on them differed substantially. Although
Athens has been celebrated as a major expression of democracy and ratic;nalism ?ts
posture toward women was far more restrictive than that of the highly militaristic ;nd
much less democratic Sparta.

In the several centuries between about 700 and 400 B.C.E., as the free male citi-
zens of Athens moved toward unprecedented participation in political life, the city’s
women experienced growing limitations. They had no role whatsoever ,in the as-
sembly, the councils, or the juries of Athens, which were increasingly the focus of
life for free men. In legal matters, women had to be represented by a guardian, and
court proceedings did not even refer to them by name, but only as someone’s ,wife
or mother.

Greek thinkers, especially Aristotle, provided a set of ideas that justified women'’s
ex<.:1usior1 from public life and their general subordination to men. According to
Arl‘stotle,“a woman is, as it were, an infertile male. She is female in fact on accouri of
a kind of inadequacy” That inadequacy lay in her inability to generate sperm, which
C'ontained the “form” or the “soul” of a new human being. Her role in the rep’roduc—
tive process was passive, providing a receptacle for the vital male contribution. Com-
p;'u'ed often to children or domesticated animals, women were associated with in-
stinct and passion and lacked the rationality to take part in public life. “It is the best
for all tame animals to be ruled by human beings,” wrote Aristotle.“ln. the same wa
t]'.le relationship between the male and the female is by nature such that the male 1ys,
higher, the female lower, that the male rules and the female is ruled.”?'

As in China, elite Athenian women were expected to remain inside the home
except Perhaps for religious festivals or funerals. Even within the home, women'’s space,
Was quite separate from that of men. Although poorer women, courtesans, and pros-
zltutes had to leave their homes to earn money, collect water, or shop, idea71 behiviér
Szlg;}izteir—clas; wornen assigned thesefasks to slaves or to men and involved a radical

gation of male and female space.“What causes women a bad reputation,” wrote

B Comparison

How did the patriarchies of
Athens and Sparta differ
from each other?
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| Confucius himself apparently sai'd little abou.t W
assumptions about their 111111.ted 1mp01t:fnce1 n -
Confucianism as a social phllosophy,' for m;l atem
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birth to several children, and was Wldowed early }1
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apply the principles of Confucianism to the lrv - i
Zhao began her work in such a self-deprecz

B How would Ban Zhao define an idea
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Document 5.1

A Chinese Woman’s Instructions
i to Her Daughters
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Chinese society. Nonetheless,
y the sage's later followers,
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rial court. Although she re-
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How does she understand the purposes of education for boys and for gir
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age of fourteen I took up the dustpa :
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she married]. During this ame. Wlt]1.tl‘t.l‘ile s
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family. Day and nighe I was dlstl'ess§d in Ne(e)lw, -
[ labored without confessing weariness.
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hereafter, however, I know how to escape from such
fears.

Being careless, and by nature stupid, I taught and
trained my children without system, .. .1 do grieve
that you, my daughters, just now at the age for mar-
riage, have not .. . learned the proper customs for
married women. | fear that by failure in good man-
ners in other families you will humiliate both your
ancestors and your clan. . . . At hours of leisure 1 have
composed . .. these instructions under the title, Les-
sons_for Women.

Humility

On the third day after the birth of a girl the ancients
observed three customs: first to place the baby be-
low the bed: second to give her a potsherd® with
which to play; and third to announce her birth to her
ancestors by an offering. Now to lay the baby be-
low the bed plainly indicated that she is lowly and
weak, and should regard it as her primary duty to
humble herself before others. To give her otsherds
with which to play indubitably signiﬁca that she
should practice labor and consider it her primary
duty to be industrious. To announce her birth before
her ancestors clearly meant that she ought to esteem
as her primary duty the continuation of the obser-
vance of worship in the home.

These three ancient customs epitomize woman's
ordinary way of life and the teachings of the tradi-
tional ceremonial rites and regulations, Let a woman
modestly yield to others: let her respect others; let
her put others: first, herself Tast. . - Always Tet I)t‘lilj
seem to tremble and to fear. When a woman fol-
lows such maxims as these then she may be said to
humble herself before others. . . .

Let a woman retire late to bed, but rise cearly to
dutiﬁ;let her nor dread tasks by day or by night. . . .
When'a woman follows such rules as these, then
she may be said to be industrious,

Let a woman be correct in manner and upright
i character in order to serve her husband. .. Let
her love not gossip and silly laughter. Let her cleanse
and purify and arrange in order the wine and the
food for the offerings to the ancestors. When a
=
°potsherd: a piece of a broken pot.

woman observes such principles as these, then she
may be said to continue ancestral worship,

Husband and Wife

The Way of husband and wife is intimately con-
nected with Yin and Yang and relates the individual
to gods and ancestors. Truly it is the great principle
of Heaven and Earth, and the great basis of human
relationships. . . .

If a husband be unworthy, then he possesses
nothing by which to control his wife. If 2 wife be
unworthy, then she possesses nothing with which
to serve her husband. If a husband does not contro]
his wife, then the rules of conduct manifesting his
authority are abandoned and broken. If a wife does
not serve her husband, then the proper relationship
between men and women and the natural order of
things are neglected and destroyed. As a matter of fact
the purpose of these two is the same.

Now examine the gentlemen of the present age.
They only know that wives must be controlled, and
that the husbands rules of conduct manifesting his
authority must be established. They therefore teach
their boys to read books and study histories, But they
do notin the least understand that husbands and mas-
ters must also be served, and that the proper relation-
ship and the rites should be maintained. Yet only to
teach men and not to teach women—is that not
ignoring the essential relation between them? Ac—
cording to the “Rites” [a classic text], it is the rule
to begin to teach children to read at the age of eight
years,and by the age of fifteen years they ought then
to be ready for cultural training, Only why should
it not be that girls’ education as well as boys' be ac-
cording to this principle?

Respect and Caution

AsYin and Yang are not of the same nature, so man
and woman have different characteristics. The dis-
tnctive quality of the Yang is rigidity; the function
of the Yin is yielding, Man is honored for strengthy;
a woman is beautiful on account of her gentleness,
Hence there arose the common saying: “A man
though born like a wolf may, it is feared, become a
weak MOnstrosity; a woman though born like a
mouse may, it is feared, become a tiger.”
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Now for selfculture nothing equals respect for
others. . . . Consequently it can be said that the Way
of respect and acquiescence is woman’s most impor-
rant principle of conduct. ... Those who are stead-
fast in devotion know that they should stay in their

proper places. ...
If husband and wife have the habit of staying

de mesStie vislehie

- &

own rooms, then they will lust after and take liber-

language will arise between the two. This kind of dis-
cussion may lead to licentiousness. But of licentious-
ness will be born a heart of disrespect to the hus-
band. Such a result comes from not knowing that
one should stay in one’s proper place. . ..

If wives suppress not contempt for husbands,
then it follows that such wives rebuke and scold
their husbands. If husbands stop not short of anger,

hen they are certain to beat their wives. The correct

relationship between husband and wife is based upon
harmonyand intimacy,and conju gal love is grounded
in proper union. Should actual blows be dealt, how
could matrimonial relationship be preserved? Should
sharp words be spoken, how could conjugal love ex-
ist? If love and proper relationship both be destroyed,
then husband and wife are divided.

et el way g T MINIMIZE

Womanly Qualifications

A woman ought to have four qualifications: (1) wom-
anly virtue; (2) womanly words; (3) womanly bear-
ing; and (4) womanly work. Now what is called

together, never leaving one another, and following =
each other around within the limited space of their=;

ties with one another. From such action improper.]

perfect face and form. Womanly work need not be
work done more skillfully than that of others.

To guard carefully her chastity; to control cir-
cumspectly her behavior; in every motion to ex-
hibit modesty; and to model each act on the best
usage, this is womanly virtue.

To choose her words with care; to avoid vulgar
language; to speak at appropriate times; and nor to
weary others with much conversation, may be called
the characteristics of womanly words.

To wash and scrub filth away; to keep clothes and
ornaments fresh and clean; to wash the head and
bathe the body regularly, and to keep the person free

| from disgraceful filth, may ke called the characteris-
I_tics of womanly bearing.

With whole-hearted devotion to sew and to
weave; to love not . gossip an d silly laughter; in clean-
liness and order to prepare the wine and food for
serving guests, may be called the characteristics of
womanly work.... ¥roF ex\ ~ decoraw)

thaue diany

Implicit Obedience
Whenever the mother-in-law says, Do not do that”
and if what she says is right, unquestionably the
daughter-in-law obeys. Whenever the mother-in-
law says, “Do that,” even if what she says is wrong,
«till the daughter-in-law submits unfailingly to the
command. Let 2 woman not act contrary to. the
wishes and the opinions of parents-in-law about
right and wrong; let her not dispute with them what
is straight and what is crooked. Such docility may
be called obedience which sacrifices personal opin-
ion. Therefore the ancient book, A Pattern for Wonten,

Sumangala’s Mother

CONSIDERING THE EVIDENCE / DO 3
/ CUMENTS: PATRIARCHY AND WOMEN’S VOICES

“In childhood a female must be subject to her father, in youth to her husband
when her lord is dead to her sons; a woman must never be independent o
'One path of release for women from such conditions of Indian patriq.rch
lay in becoming a Buddhist nun and entering a monastery where women(wer)e]
relatively less restricted and could exercise more authority than in ordinary life
Know1.1 as bikklunis, such women composed hundreds of poems in therlqu .
centuries of Indian Buddhism. They were long recited and transmitted in( ;11);
01':11' form and brought together in a collection known as the Psalins of the Sisters
which was set to writing probably during the first century b.c.E. These poems’
became part of the officially recognized Buddhist scriptures, known as the Pali
Ca.n(.)n. As such, they represent the only early text in any of the worla’s 1na'(0r
religions that was written by women and about the religious experiencejof
women. A selection of those poems follows here.

B What kmd? of women were attracted to Buddhist monastic life? What
aspects of life as a bikkhini appealed to them?

- . .
What views of the world, of sensuality, and of human fulfillment are

apparent in these poems?

In what ways might these poems represent a criticism of Hindu patriarchy?

What criticism of these women would you anticipate? How might

advo?ates of Hindu patriarchy view the renunciation that these nuns
practiced?

B How do these poems reflect core Buddhist teachings?

Psalms of the Sisters 7 "
First Century B.C.E. a

A Former Courtesan
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womarily virtue need not be brilliant ability, excep-
tionally different from others, Womanly words need
be neither clever in debate nor keen in conversation.
Womanly appearance requires neither a pretty nor a how could she not be praised?”

O woman well set free! how free am I,
How throughly free from kitchen drudgery!
Me stained and squalid "mong my cooking-pots
My brutal husband ranked as even less
Than the sunshades he sits and weaves alway.
})urged now of all my former lust and hate, Truth and unheeding!
1 0(1\:/6].1, 1(?1151111;5 at ease beneath’t.he shade Lo! I made my body, brf\;e]y arrayed, deftl
e PatriarChY i India | | Mt spreading boughs— O, but tis well with me! painted, , g
1 Speak for me to the lads, whilst I at the door of

Source: Psalms of the Sisters, vol. 1 in Psalmis of t S o l.mrlOt
f[‘/ddhixrs, tl‘{ll]S];]th‘bY Mr; Rl'l}’s l)a;;’d;”EIj?éngipofz(l”l)’ tO(\)’i{tl(:}j?U?- s M
A enry Frowde, Oxford University Press Warehouse,

men Corner, E.C., 1909), poems 21, 39, 49, 54, 70.

How was I once puft’d up, incens’d with the
bloom of my beauty,

Vain of my perfect form, my fame and success
‘midst the people,

Fill'd with the pride of my youth, unknowing the

says: “If a daughter-in-law who follows the wishes
of her parents-in-law is like an echo and shadow, |

Document 5.2

About the same time that Ban Zhao was applying the principles of Confucian-
ism to women in China, The Laws of Manu was being compiled in India. A core
text of ancient Indian civilization, those laws defined and sharply circumscribed |
the behavioral expectations appropriate for women. According to one passage,

Yea, I bared without shame my body and wealth
of adorning;




