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PSY/SOC 342 
Summer ‘14 


Project 3: The Implicit Association Test 


Psychologists often rely on self-report measures in order to obtain information about people’s attitudes, 


beliefs, and behavior.  As we’ve discussed throughout the course, however, our judgments can be 


flawed, and we try to present and preserve a positive sense of self.  When responding to questionnaires, 


participants may not be providing accurate answers either because they do not have access to the 


information or don’t want to share it (e.g. social desirability). Moreover, simply answering certain 


questions can alter and affect the very thing that one is trying to measure (think priming!) For this 


assignment you are going to be examining the Implicit Association Test (IAT), which was designed as a 


method of assessing attitudes and associations participants may not be aware or have control of.   


Your assignment is to visit the Project Implicit website and take one (1) of the available IATs.  You will 


write a 1-1.5 page (double-spaced, 12 point font) reflection on your experience that answers the 


following questions: 


1. Which IAT did you take? What were your IAT results? 
2. Do you believe your results were accurate? Why or why not? 
3. What was your reaction when you learned your results? 
4. Regardless of the IAT, do you think that you have hidden racial biases? What is your evidence? 
5. In your opinion, how common are hidden racial biases, and how important are they compared 


with other racial biases? 
 


Follow these steps to access the IAT: 


Step 1: Click https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/ 
Step 2: Select which category IAT you would like to take (social attitudes, mental health) and click GO! 
Step 3: Follow instructions on how to proceed 
 
 


Projects are due at the BEGINNING of class on Thursday, August 7. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


DISCLAIMER: If you do not wish to take the IAT, please contact me to arrange an alternative assignment 
 


 




https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/
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