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CHAPTER 7: MORE FALLACIES

In Depth

Innocent Until Proved Guilty

We must point out that sometimes there are
specific reasons why the burden- of proof is.
placed entirely on one side. The obvious case
in point is in criminal court, where' it is'the
prosecution’s job to prove guilt. The defense is»
not required to prove innocence; it must only:
try to keep the prosecution from succeeding ir
its-attempt to prove guilt. We are;-as:we-says
“innocent until proved-guilty.” As a matter of
fact, it's possible that more trials might come
towa“correct-conclusion (i'e. the “guilty “get
convicted and the innocent acquitted) if the
burden of proof were equally shared between
piosecution-and defense. But we-have wisely. .
decided that if we are to make a mistake, we -
wotld-rather-it-be-one of letting a guilty"per
son go free than one of convicting an innocent
person.-Rather than being-a-fallacy, then;this
lopsided placement of the burden of proof is
how-weguarantee-a-fundamental-right:.the
presumption-of innocence.

In-general, the affirmative side

s gets the bu - n
to-be much more difficult—or at leas rden'of proof because it tend

negative side of an issue. Imagine a ;tT(E;ﬁ Tvﬁi)e mclinvememh_m' pliove tl;‘e
dow at a tootball game and asks § i P Y L
; asks for a discounted student ticket. “Can you
prove yorre=. student?” he is-asked. “Ng,” the student replies, “Can you
prove 'mnot?” Well, it may be possible to p’rove he’s not pd . butit/sTo
casy ?h();j, and it would be unreasonable to require it 7 e
difficur;tli:r:n:ltlg’-b't-)me people say 1t's impossible to “prove a negative.” But
snotthe.same.asampossiblesAnd somes‘negatives’’: easy to
prove. For example, “There are no eleph i e e T
3. Speecial circumstances.-§ ——— s —
thing we want to accoﬁ lishé. gmetlmes 115 st
oneiareeg s PUTILS plish, and-on such occasions we may purposely place
proot-on a particular rSlkcit:. Courts of law provide us with the
- Innocent Until Proved Guilty.”) Specific
ule W?llll gf proof from where it would Ofﬂlif‘"@‘rily
weriprs € presumed that you receive the infor-
il unless you show otherwise.” In such cases,
“iicumstances should be clear and acceptable to

fall: A" contract might specify,
mation by the tenth of each m
the rule governing the special
all parties involved.

|

BEGGING THE QUESTION

In the Media

So Much for Presumed Innocence . . .

| would rather have an innocent man executed than a guilty murderer go free.
—Caller on Talk Back Live (CNN)

This-not uncommon thought is a bizarre false dilemma, since if the innocent man is executed,
the guilty murderer does go free.

One important variety of special circumstances 0CCUurs when the‘ stakes
hinking of investing your life sav-

are especially high. For example, if you're t
ings.in a company, you'll want to put-a heavy burden of proof on the person

who advocates making the investment. However, if the investment is small,
one you can afford to lose, you might be willing to lay out the money even
though it has not been thoroughly proved that the investment1s safe. In short,
itis reasonable to place a higher burden of proof on someone who advocates a
policy that could be dangerous or costly if he or she is mlstaken.

These three rules cover most of the ground in placing the burden of proof

properly. Be careful about situations where people put the burden .of proof (l)n
the'side other than where our rules indicate it should fall. Take this exampic:

[ think we should invest more money in

PARKER! .
expanding the interstate highway system.

I think that would be a big mistake.
anybody object to more highways?

MOORE:

pARKER: How could

With his last remark, Parker has attempted to put the burden of proof on Moore.

Suehr-tactics can put one’s opponent in‘a defensive position; if hf(:) ;;:izt;};

bait, Moore now has to show why we should not spend%@? 0: rma propri-

than Parker having to show why we should spend more. This1san p

ate burden of proof. r
You should always be suspicious «when someone tells you- that you

' ' i im i Take note of where
ili i i ows that his claim is true '
inability to disprove his claim sh e eieriagaa.

the burden of proof falls in such situations; your s TR
Nooalycplaiiiliaisustom o pﬂgn eason for doubting
attempts to prove something end in failure, that may be a ;son e A iayitodl
it*Psychics’ repeated failure to prove that ESP exists isare

of ESP.

BEGGING THE QUESTION

example of begging the ques

Here! i imple : ;
re’s a version of a simp eturn to it later):

but-one that makes the point clearly fwell'r

|der away from it
derneath. One say

¢ resting place and find
o —eniassas orrersess s to the other, 1 Great!

three huge gold nuggets un

tion, a fairly silly one

227




228

Gay marriages should not be
legal because if there wasn't
anything wrong with them they
would already be legal, which
they aren't

From a student essay

If you examine this “reason-
ing" closely, it says that gay
marriages shouldn't be legal
because they aren’t legal.
This is not quite “X is true
just because X is true," but
it's close. The issue is whether
the law should be changed.
So, giving the existence of
the law as a “reason” for its
not being changed can carry
no weight, logically.

CHAPTER 7: MORE FALLACIES

That’s one nugget for you and two for me,” handing one nugget to his
associate.

“Waita minute!” says the second miner. “Why doyou get two and |
get just one?”

“Because I'm the leader of this operation,” says the first.

“What makes you the leader?”” asks miner number two.

“'ve got-twice the gold you do,” answers miner number one.

This next example is as famous as the first one was silly: Some people
say they can prove God exists. When asked how, they reply, “Well, the Scrip-
tures say very clearly that God must exist.” Then, when asked why we should
believe the Scriptures, they answer, “The Scriptures are divinely inspired by
God himself, so they must be true.”

The problem with such reasoning is that the claim at issue—whether
God exists—turns out to be one of the very assumptions the argument is based
on. If we can't trust the Scriptures, then the argument isn’t any good, but the
reason given for trusting the Scriptures requires the existence of God, the very
thing we were questioning in the first place! Examples like this are sometimes

called circular reasoning or arguing in a circle because they start from much
the same place as they end up.

Real Life

wwﬂwﬁmmmw,m, S——

Getting Really Worked Up over Ideas

Not long ago, the editor of Freethought Today magazine won a court case upholding the con-
stitutional separation of church and state. Following are a few samples of the mail she received

as a result (there was much more), as they were printed in the magazine. We present them 10
remind you of how worked up people can get over ideas

Satan worshipping scum . . .

If you don't like tt

s country and what it was founded on & for get the f— out of it and go
straight to hell

F- you, you communist wh-,

If you think that mathematical precision that governs the universe was established by
random events then you truly are that class of |DIOT that cannbt be ;bfiy’ def\hed-
L?:Zfri?ea:;otm;;fte SE "’9"3*_0”5 of more than one rhetorical device mentioned in this
when it comes té the?f Sr::[e- 2 aptemf“der that some people become defensive and emotional
esrrse . gion. (As Richard Dawkins, professor of Public Understanding of 5G
versity, was prompted to remark, “A philosophical opinion about the nature.s

of the universe, which is held by the great majority of America's top scientists and probabiy the

elite intelligentsia generally, is so abho
; rrent to the Ameri ate for
popular election dare affirm it in public “) T T ———

Adapted from Free Inguiry, Summer 2002
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BEGGING THE QUESTION

On Language

Begging . . . or Begging For?

We should point out that the phrase "beg the question” is frequently used incorrectly these
days, presumably by people who do not know its actual meaning (after reading this book and
taking your class, this does not include you). Here's an example:

BYétt Favre-has-nowsstarted in 250 consecutive games. That begs the question, "Can
any other quarterback ever hope to approach that record?"

No, it doesn't beg the question; it begs for the question, or it calls for the question, orit brings
upthe question about other quarterbacks approaching Favre's record.

One.of your-authors. first-saw-this-misuse-of-the phrase in a television ad for Volvo auto-
Mobiles-in-about 2001 Since then, it has begun to tum up everywhere. It may be that common
usage will eventually sanction this new usage; in the meantime, we recolmmend tht you not
Useit- You can also feel a bit smug about knowing better when you hear itor see it in-prnt.

B i - s A ST P A

Rhetorical definitions.can beg questions. Consider an example from an
earlier chapter: If we define abortion as “the murder of innocent chﬂdrer;;
then it’s obvious that abortion is morally wrong. But, of course, anyone wﬁe
doubts that abortion is morally wrong is certainly not going to accept this df:1 -
nition. That person will most likely refuse to recognize an embrjéo”or ea:ir :-{”
stage fetus as a “child” at all and will certainly not accept the word “murde
in the definition. _ paipryi

And this brings us to the real problem in cas.es'of quesn%l; bfggmge.’ ;;E:isl
understanding of what premises (and deﬁninons)}t is reasona ekor (;r; o
ence to accept. We are guilty of begging tk}e question when_we ase’rc;uargumg -
to accept premises that are as controversial as the conclusion w S
and that are controversial on the same grounds. Thtf. sort of gIOU}flthe s
people would disagree about the morality of aboriflpn ar;: r];ui:'on et
those on which they would disagree about the definition of abo ;t T
person making the argument has not “gone back far enpxil]gh,toazonv.mcé.
common ground with the audience whom he or she wishes e

Let's return to-our feuding gold miners to 1llustcrlate :lv E'lven s
about. Clearly, the two disagree about who gets the gold, an ;thl s
the leader of the operation means, they're going to disagree ]t prer—
that: But what if the first miner says,“Look; I picked this S?v)ajn e i
wouldn’t have found anything if we’d worked \_Vht;re YOrlimn e N
the second miner agrees, they'll have found a bit 0 301;11 e o
maybe—the first miner can then convince the secon tl ‘tz:ing o gol;i. o
they agree, is worth considering when it COmeSs to lSlP 1 ol et
there’s a chance of moving the discussion forward w '.3110f s?mcess Frasp

In.fact, if. you. are.eversto-hope-for any TTCHBImE wargueforit based-on
convince somebody of a claim; you should alwaYSt;:gtwo L
whatever common ground you can find between
attempt to find common ground

from which to start is what underlies the
entire enterprise of rational debate.

i T T A TP MRV
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| Additional
Exercises
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CHAPTER 7: MORE FALLACIES

Gl awe M R R £ EREHE s SRV SR TR

The fallacies in this chapter, like those in Chapter 6, may resemble legitimate
arguments, but none gives a reason for accepting (or rejecting) a claim. The
discussions in this part of the book should help make you sensitive to the dif-
ference between relevant considerations and emotional appeals, factual irrel-
evancies, and other dubious argumentative tactics.

In this chapter, we examined:

II)’t:lr'sofnal attack ad hominem—thinking a person’s defects refute his or her
eliefs

¥ Inconsmte;ncy ad hominem—thinking a person’s inconsistencies refute his
or her beliefs

i Chlrcumstanti_al ad hominem—thinking a person’s circumstances refute
his or her beliefs

Poisoning the well—encouraging others to dismiss what someone will say,

by citing the.Speaker's defects, inconsistencies, circumstances, or other
personal attributes

© Genetic fallacy—thinking that the origin or history of a belief refutes it

§ = ! 2 i
lEtrag man _rebuttmg” a position held or presumed to be held by others
v offering a distorted or exaggerated version of that position

slj:lsi::l dl‘ﬁrrl;maq-an erroneous narrowing down of the range of alternatives;
ying ave to accept X or Y (and omitting that we might accept Z|

Perfectionist fallacy—arguin i i
g that if a solution do b
completely and perfectly, it should not be adoptedeastrll(l)lt R

Line- i iri

e ;3 Sdcr:]\gr101'1rgcfallt:?c:y——requlrmg that a precise line be drawn someplace

(,Cc‘urs ivae ontinuum wheq no such precise line can be drawn; usually
d vague concept is treated like a precise one

! sl S M
ra:ﬂggr; :)Iﬁ:gs t;cfusdmg to tal«_e the first step in a progression on unwar-
at doing so will make taking the remaining steps inevi-

# Misplacing the burden of
make its case

E #

o

proof-—requiring the wrong side of an issue t0

Begging the question——assumin

doing this as if you were givingg s true the claim that is at issue and

an argument

Exercise 7-2

Working‘in groups, invent a simple
covered in this chapter. Then, in t
that are clearest and ;

ﬁoriginaI, and clear example of each fallacy
e class as a whole, select the illustrations

i

‘,@\_\ " widespread hysteria sweeping across

EXERCISES

Exercise 7-3

Identify any examples of fallacies in the following passages. Tell why you
think they are present, and identify which category they belong in, if they fit
any category we’'ve described.

A 1. Of course, Chinese green tea is good for your health. If it weren’t, how

could it be so beneficial to drink it?

2. Overheard: “No, I'm against this health plan business. None of the pro-
posals are gonna fix everything, you can bet on that.”

3. You have a choice: Either you let ‘em out to murder and rape again and
again, or you put up with a little prison overcrowding. I know what I'd
choose.

A 4. “The legalization of drugs will not promote their use. The notion of a
the nation as every man, womarn,

“ and child instantaneously becomes addicted to drugs upon their legaliza-

tion is, in short, ridiculous.”

— From a student essay

5. Way I figure is, giving up smoking isn’t gonna make me live forever, so
why bother?

6. “Itell you, Mitt Romney would have
become president. After all Mormons
is the one true religion.”

to favor the Mormons if he were to
are supposed to believe that theirs

__From a newspaper call-in column

A 7. Aid to Russia? Gimme a break! Why should we care more about the
Russians than about our own people?
8. Well, most of the recent Treasury secretaries have been officers of Gold-
man’Sachs at one time or another. It’s no wonder their claims about the
economy always favor the company.
9. 1believe Tim is telling the truth about his brother, becaus
not lie about that sort of thing.
4 10. I think I was treated unfairly. I gota ticket out on McCrae l_loag. I w:al§
doing about sixty miles an hour, and the cop charged mc—:;i V}\;lth btrs;ea l:iife
at an unsafe speed.” I asked him just exactly what z,wr)ul(J| haVC u?dn’t £011
speed on that particular occasion—fifty? forty-ﬁve:,.——an ehco i
me. Neither could the judge. I tell you, if you don't krjow Syhat Bpes
unsafe, you shouldn’t give tickets for “unsafe speeds.

e he just would

Exercise 7-4

Identify any fallacies in the following passages. Tell i
ent, and identify which category they belong 1, if they
described. Instances of fallacies are all from the types foun
oore and Parker have to say
e both professors them-

s. Tell why you think they are pres-
fit any of those we've

d in Chapter 7.

HEEH Suspicious: “I would forget about whatever I\fl
about pay for college teachers. After all, thezlr
selves, what would you expect them to say: 1!

2. It's obvious to me that abortion is wrong—after all, everybo

chance to be born.

y deserves a
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CHAPTER 7: MORE FALLACIES

10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

Overheard: Well, I think that’s too much to tip her. It’s more than 15 per-
cent. Next time it will be 20 percent, then 25 percent—where will it stop?
carrLos: Four A.m.2 Do we really have to start that early? Couldn’t we
leave a little later and get more sleep?

JEANNE: C’'mon, don’t hand me that! I know you! If you want to stay in
bed until noon and then drag in there in the middle of the night, then go
by yourself! If we want to get there at a reasonable hour, then we have to
get going early and not spend the whole day sleeping.

I know a lot of people don’t find anything wrong with voluntary eutha-
nasia, where a patient is allowed to make a decision to die and that wish
is carried out by a doctor or someone else. What will happen, though, is
that if we allow voluntary euthanasia, before you know it we’ll have the
patient’s relatives or the doctors making the decision that the patient
should be “put out of his misery.”

“Rudy Giuliani’s position on terrorism has to be the best [of the candi-
dates in 2008]. After all, when 9/11 happened, he was there.”

Whenever legislators have the power to raise taxes, they will always find
problems that seem to require for their solution doing exactly that. This
is an axiom, the proof of which is that the power to tax always generates
the perception on the part of those who have that power that there exist
various ills the remedy for which can only lie in increased governmental
spending and hence higher taxes.

. Don't tell me I should wear my seat belt, for heaven’s sake. I've seen you

ride a motorcycle without a helmet!

I'll tell you what the Congress passed. They call it health care reform,
but what it really is is communism, pure and simple. It’s designed to tax
everybody who works so people who don’t work can still have an easy life.

Wher_l it comes to the issue of race relations, either you're part of the
solution, or you're part of the problem.

What! So now you're telling me we should get a new car? I don’t buy that

atlall. Didn’t you claim just last month that there was nothing wrong
with the Plymouth?

Letter to the editor: “The Supreme Court decision outlawing a moment of
51!61.100 for prayer in public schools is scandalous. Evidently the American
Civil Liberties Union and the other radical groups will not be satisfied until
every last man, woman and child in the country is an atheist. I'm fed up.”

— Tri-County Observer

k\.:Ve should impeach the attorney general. Despite the fact that there have
een many allegations of unethical conduct on his part, he has not done

anything to demonstrate his innocence. ’

Amnesty International onl

the people they help are al
something.

1 defep ds criminals. This is obvious because
ready in jail, and that shows they're guilty of

Overheard: “Hunting immoral?

Wh i ing from
you? You fish, don’t you?” y should I believe that, coming Ir

Ifwi .
I llowe have an expanding government, or will we balance the budget,
sovernment waste and eliminate unneeded programs?”

—Newt Gingrich, in q Republican National Committee solicitation

EXERCISES

17. When Bill O’Reilly appeared on The David Letterman Show, the conver-
sation was spirited and widely reported. At one point, O’Reilly presented
Letterman with the following question: “Do you want the United States

to win in Iraq?” This is a fairly clever example of one of our fallacies and

a standard debating ploy. Identify the fallacy and describe the problem it
presents for Letterman. ;

Exercise 7-5

Identify any fallacies in the following passages. Tell why you think they are
present, and identify which category they belong in, if they fit in any of those
we've described.

1. Despite all the studies and the public outcry, it’s still true that nobody
has ever actually seen cigarette smoking cause a cancer. All the anti-
smoking people can do is talk about statistics; as long as there isn't real
proof, I'm not believing it.

2. “Clinton should have been thrown in jail for immoral behavior. Just look
at all the women he has had affairs with since he left the presidency.”
“Hey, wait a minute. How do you know he has had affairs since he
was president?”
“Because if he didn’t, then why would he be trying to cover up the
fact that he did?”

3. On The Colbert Report, Steven Colbert regularly asked.his guests:
“George W. Bush: a great president? or the greatest president?”

4. In 1996, a University of Chicago study gave evidence that letting people
carry concealed guns appears to sharply reduce murders, rapes, and other
violent crimes. Gun-control backer Josh Sugarman of the Violence Pohcy
Center commented: “Anyone who argues that these laws reduce crime
either doesn’t understand the nature of crime or has a preset agenda.”

5. Letter to the editor: “I strongly object to the PIOPOS‘?d sale of a]COhO,hC
beverages at County Golf Course. The idea of allowing people to drink
wherever and whenever they please is positively disgraceful and can only
lead to more alcoholism and all the problems it produces—drunk driving,
perverted parties, and who knows what else. I'm sure Gencral, jfélart, ;lf :
he were alive today to see what has become of the land he deeded to the

i strenuously.” ,
county, would disapprove y I rehama County Teibune

6. Letter to the editor: “I'm not against immigrants or irmmgraélm;; but ’
something has to be done soon. We've got more people alfca y ltl }:l:v;u
can provide necessary services for, and, at the c.urn;n;l rat;:ﬁ et
people standing on top of one another by the end 0 't be ce ?(',r pipid
we control these immigration policies or there won't be room y

us to sit down.” __Lake County Recorder

ur local crusader-for-all_—that-is-
Benjamin Bostell, taking up arms
the same Mr. Bostell who owns
y? Well, maybe booze isn't the

7. Letter to the editor: “So now we ﬁ.nd !
right, and T am referring to Councilman
against the local adult bookstore. I this
the biggest liquor store in Chilton Count
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8.

9

10.

same as pornography, but they’re the same sort of thing. C'mon,
Mr. Bostell, aren’t you a little like the pot calling the kettle black?”

—Chilton County Register

Letter to the editor: “Once again the Courier displays its taste for slanted
journalism. Why do your editors present only one point of view?

“T am referring specifically to the editorial of May 27, regarding the
death penalty. So capital punishment makes you squirm a little. What
else is new? Would you prefer to have murderers and assassins wandering
around scot-free? How about quoting someone who has a different point of
view from your own, for a change?”

—Athens Courier

There is only one way to save this country from the domination by the
illegal drug establishment to which Colombia has been subjected, and

Fhat’s to increase tenfold the funds we spend on drug enforcement and
interdiction.

It’s practically a certainty that the government is violating the law in
the arms deals with Saudi Arabians. When a reporter asked officials to

describe how they were complying with the law, he was told that details
about the arms sales were classified.

Exercise 7-6

Identify any examples of fallacies in the following passages. Tell why you

think these are fallacies, and identify which ca in, i
' tegory th 1
any category we've described. it kit

1

Letter to the editor: “I would like to express my feelings on the recent
confhgt between county supervisor Blanche Wilder and Murdock County
Sheriff Al Peters over the county budget.

“T have listened to sheriffs’ radio broadcasts. Many times there have
b.ecn dangerous and life-threatening situations when the sheriff’s depu-
ties’ quickest possible arrival time is 20 to 30 minutes. This i i
frightening. Fre i IR R

“Now supervisor Wilder wants to cut two officers from the Sheriff’s
Department. This proposal I find ridiculous. Does she really think that
Sh‘crlff Peters can run his department with no officers? How anyone can
think that a county as large as Murdock can get by wi-th no oii‘{:e is
beyond me. I feel this proposal would be very detrimental topth- safet
and protection of this county’s residents.” f 1
Letter to the editor: “Andrea Keene’s selective morality is once again
showing through in her July 15 letter. This time she ex rlesses he% abhor-
rence of abortion. But how we see only what we choos-‘pt el
der if any of the anti-abortionists have considered the i 'c? s 5"0“'
of fertility drugs as the moral equivalent of abortion tJa‘fr\:cll ?fS lzflea hL:lS:e
why they haven_’t come out against them, too. The u’se ofl thcsee )criru s f’I‘E-
quently results in multiple births, which leads to the death of one c%f the

infants, often after an agonizin
, . g struggle for survi i
rules of the pro-lifers, isn’t this murder?” it e

— North-State Record

10.

. From a letter to the editor:

. In February 1992, a representative of the Cat

EXERCISES

In one of her columns, Abigail Van Buren printed the letter of “I'd rather
be a widow.” The letter writer, a divorcée, complained about widows
who said they had a hard time coping. Far better, she wrote, to be a
widow than to be a divorcée, who are all “rejects” who have been “pub-
licly dumped” and are avoided “like they have leprosy.” Abby recognized
the fallacy for what it was, though she did not call it by our name. What
is our name for it?

Overheard: “Should school kids say the Pledge of Allegiance before class?
Certainly. Why shouldn’t they?”

Letter to the editor: “Once again the Park Commission is considering
closing North Park Drive for the sake of a few joggers and bicyclists.
These so-called fitness enthusiasts would evidently have us give up to
them for their own private use every last square inch of Walnut Grove.
Then anytime anyone wanted a picnic, he would have to park at the
edge of the park and carry everything in—ice chests, chairs, maybe even
grandma. I certainly hope the Commission keeps the entire park open for

everyone to use.”

“Some Christian—and other—groups are protesting against the p_lac'mg,
on federal property near the White House, of a set of plastic figurines rep-
resenting a devout Jewish family in ancient Judaea. The protestors wox_;ld
of course deny that they are driven by any anti-Semitic motivation. Stl.ll,
we wonder: Would they raise the same objections (of gncons_tltut’mnahty,
etc.] if the scene depicted a modern, secularized Gentile family?’
—National Review

. “It’s stupid to keep on talking about rich people not paying their fair

share of taxes while the budget is so far out of balance. Why, if we raised
the tax rates on the wealthy all the way back to where they were in 1980,

it would not balance the federal budget.”
—Radio commentary by Howard Miller

#The counties of Michigan clearly need

f revenue, not only to meet the
existing levels of service. For
nd it will be

the ability to raise additional sources 0
demands of growth but also to maintain
without these sources those demands will not be met, ﬁ
impossible to maintain services even at present levels. |
holic Church in Puerto Rico

dcast on National Public Radio) in which he

said that the Church was against the use of conc.loms. Even tho;g}lljtge
rate of AIDS infection in Puerto Rico is much higher than on t ft t}.m.
mainland, the spokesman said that the Church cogld ?Ot supi(,)cmm '
use of condoms because they are not absolutely rehade 5 p::ere absg-
the spread of the disease. «If you could prove that con (‘JmSAIDS e
lutely dependable in preventing a person from contracting §

Church could support their use.”

i i f
California] Assemblyman Doug La Mal ; _
lheld cell pl]lone use while driving] is one more example of a “nanny gov

i trivial
ernment.” “I'm sick and tired of being told what t}? d? or:3 ;g?e
things,” he said. “Helmet laws, seat-belt laws—W at’s next?

gave a radio interview (broadc

2 said AB 45 [which bans hand-
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Exercise 7-7

Identify any examples of fallacies in the following passages. Tpll .why you
think they are present, and identify which category they belong in, if they fit
any category we've described.

1. The U.S. Congress considered a resolution criticizing the treatment of eth-
nic minorities in a Near Eastern country. When the minister of the interior
was asked for his opinion of the resolution, he replied, “This is purely an
internal affair in my country, and politicians in the U.S. should stay out of
such affairs. If the truth be known, they should be more concerned with
the plight of minority peoples in their own country. Thousands of black
and Latino youngsters suffer from malnutrition in the United States. They
can criticize us after they’ve got their own house in order.”

2. It doesn’t make any sense to speak of tracing an individual human life
back past the moment of conception. After all, that’s the beginning, and
you can’t go back past the beginning.

3. mok: The death penalty is an excellent deterrent for murder.
joE: What makes you think so?
mok: Well, for one thing, there’s no evidence that it’s not a deterrent.
joE: Well, states with capital punishment have murder rates just as high
as states that don't have it.
MmoOE: Yes, but that’s only because there are so many legal technicalities
standing in the way of executions that convicted people hardly ever get

executed. Remove those technicalities, and the rate would be lower in
those states.

4. Overheard: ”The new sculpture in front of the municipal building by
John Murrah is atrocious and unseemly, which is clear to anyone who
hasn’t forgotten Murrah’s mouth in Vietnam right there along with

Hayden and Fonda calling for the defeat of America. I say: Drill holes in
it so it'll sink and throw it in Walnut Pond.”

5. Overheard: “Once we let these uptight guardians of morality have their
way and start censoring Playboy and Penthouse, the next thing you know

they'll be dictating everything we can read. We'll be in fine shape when
they decide that Webster’s should be pulled from the shelves.”

6. It seems the biggest problem the nuclear industry has to deal with is
not a poor safety record but a lack of education of the public on nuclear
power. Thousands of people die each year from pollution generated by
coa_l-h-rcd plants. Yet, to date there has been no death directly caused by
radiation at a commercial nuclear power plant in the United States. We
have a clear choice: an old, death-dealing source of energy or a safe, clean
one. Proven through the test of time, nuclear power is clearly the safest

form of energy and the least detrimental to the environment. Yet it is
perceived as unsafe and an environmenta] hazard

. A hlgh school teacher once told my class that, if a police state ever arose in
Amenca, it would happen because we freely handed away our civil rights
in exchange for what we perceived would be security from the government.
We are looking at just that in connection with the current drug crisis.

For almost thirty years, we've seen increasing tolerance, legally and
socially, of drug use. Now we are faced with the very end of America as

10.
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we know it, if not from the drug problem, then from the proposed solu-
tions to it.

First, it was urine tests. Officials said that the innocent have nothing to
fear. Using that logic, why not allow unannounced police searches of our
homes for stolen goods? After all, the innocent would have nothing to fear.

Now we're looking at the seizure of boats and other property when
even traces of drugs are found. You’d better hope some drug-using guest
doesn’t drop the wrong thing in your home, car, or boat.

The only alternative to declaring real war on the real enemies—the
Asian and South American drug families—is to wait for that knock on
the door in the middle of the night.

. The mayor’s argument is that, because the developers’ fee would reduce

the number of building starts, ultimately the city would lose more
money than it would gain through the fee. But I can’t go along with that.
Mayor Tower is a member of the Board of Realtors, and you know what
they think of the fee.

Letter to the editor: “Next week the philosopher Tom Regan will be in
town again, peddling his animal rights theory. In case you've forgotten,
Regan was here about three years ago arguing against using animals in
scientific experimentation. As far as I could see then and can see now,
neither Regan nor anyone else has managed to come up with a good rea-
son why animals should not be experimented on. Emotional appeals and
horror stories no doubt influence many, but they shouldn’t. I've always
wondered what Regan would say if his children needed medical treat-
ment that was based on animal experiments.”

Not long before Ronald and Nancy Reagan moved out of thF: White :
House, former chief of staff Don Regan wrote a book in which he depicted
a number of revealing inside stories about First Family goings-on. Among
them was the disclosure that Nancy Reagan regularly sought Fhe advice
of a San Francisco astrologer. In response to the story,_th_e White House
spokesman at the time, Marlin Fitzwater, said, “Vindictiveness and !
revenge are not admirable qualities and are not worthy of comment.

Exercise 7-8

i

[

Elegant Country Estate

Stunning Federal-style brick home with
exquisite appointments throughout

20 picturesque acres with lake, pasture,
and woodland

5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths

5,800 sq. ft. living space, 2,400 sq. ft.
basement

Formal living room; banquet dining with
butler’s pantry; luxurious foyer, gourmet
kitchen, morning room

3 fireplaces, 12 chandeliers

—
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Maude and Clyde are discussing whether to buy this nice little cottage. Iden-
tify as many fallacies and rhetorical devices as you can in their conversation.
Many are from this chapter, but you may see something from Chapters 5 and
6 as well.

cLyDpE: Maude, look at this place! This is the house for us! Let’s
make an offer right now. We can afford it!
MAUDE: Oh, Clyde, be serious. That house is way beyond our means.
crypi: Well, I think we can afford it.
MAUDE: Honey, if we can afford it, pigs can fly.
cLyDi: Look, do you want to live in a shack? Besides, I called the
real estate agent. She says it’s a real steal.
mauDE: Well, what do you expect her to say? She’s looking for a
commission.
cLYDE: Sometimes I don’t understand you. Last week you were
pushing for a really upscale place.
MAUDE: Clyde, we can’t make the payments on a place like that.
We couldn’t even afford to heat it! And what on earth are
we going to do with a lake?
cLyDE: Honey, the payments would only be around $5,000 a
month. How much do you think we could spend?
MAUDE: I'd say $1,800.
crypke: Okay, how about $2,050?
MAUDE: Oh, for heaven’s sake! Yes, we could do $2,050!
cLyDe: Well, how about $3,100?
mAUDE: Oh, Clyde, what is your point?
CLYDE: S0 $3,100 is okay? How about $3,200? Stop me when I get
to exactly where we can'’t afford it.
MAUDE: Clyde, I can’t say exactly where it gets to be too expensive,
but $5,000 a month is too much.
crypke: Well, I think we can afford it.
MAUDE: Why?
CLYDE: Because it's within our means!
MAUDE: Clyde, you're the one who's always saying we have to cut
back on our spending!
CLYDE: Yes, but this'll be a great investment!
MAUDE: And what makes you say that?
CLYDE: Because we're bound to make money on it.
MAUDE: Clyde, honey, you are going around in circles.
cLype: Well, can you prove we can't afford it2
MAUDE: Once we start spending mone
will it end? Next we’ll have t
boat for that lake, a butler fo
owe everybody in the state!
Well, we don’t have to make up our minds right now. I'll

call the agent and tell her we’ :
e're sl ;
MAUDE: Asleep and dreaming, ERsan X,

y like drunken sailors, where
0 get a riding mower, then a
r the butler’s pantry—we’ll

CLYDE:

A
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Exercise 7-9

In groups, vote on which option best depicts the fallacy found in each pas-
sage; then compare results with other groups in the class. Note: The fallacies
include those found in Chapter 6 and Chapter 7.

1. The health editor for USA Today certainly seems to know what she is
talking about when she recommends we take vitamins, but I happep
to know she works for Tishcon, Inc., a large manufacturer of vitamin

supplements.

a. smoke screen/red herring
b. subjectivism
c. appeal to popularity
circumstantial ad hominem
e. no fallacy ‘
2. The president is right. People who are against fighting in Afghanistan are
unwilling to face up to the threat of terrorism.

a. common practice

b. peer pressure

© false dilemma

d. straw man

e. begging the question :
3. Well, I, for one, think the position taken by our union is correct, alrjld I'd

like to remind you before you make up your mind on the_mz:]tter that

around here we employees have a big say in who gets rehired.

a. wishful thinking
b. circumstantial ad hominem
© scare tactics (argument from force)
d. apple polishing
e. begging the question

4. On tlfé whole, I think global warming is a farce. After all,hrnost pcopleeo_
think winters are getting colder, if anything. How could that many p

ple be wrong!?

a. argument from outrage
(&) appeal to popularity

. straw man

d. no fallacy

5. marco: I think global warming is a farce.

craupia: Oh, gad. How can you say such a thing,
evidence behind the theory?
MARCO: Because. Look. If it isn't 2
colder now than it used to be?
@)begging the question

b. appeal to popularity

c. red herring :

d. circumstantial ad hominem

e. no fallacy

when there 1s s0 much

farce, then how come the world is

4———4

239




240 CHAPTER 7: MORE FALLACIES

6. Of course you should buy a life insurance policy! Why shouldn’t you?

| a. smoke screen/red herring
‘ b. wishful thinking
c. scare tactics
d. peer pressure argument
© misplacing the burden of proof

A 7. My opponent, Mr. London, has charged me with having cheated on my
income tax. My response is, When are we going to get this campaign out
of the gutter? Isn’t it time we stood up and made it clear that vilification
has no place in politics?
@ smoke screen/red herring
b. wishful thinking

c. appeal to common practice
d. appeal to popularity

e. circumstantial ad hominem

8. Look, even if Bush did lie about the WMD threat, what’s the surprise?

Clinton lied about having sex with that intern, and Bush’s own father
lied about raising taxes.

a. smoke screen/red herring
b. straw man

c. false dilemma

' d. inconsistency ad hominem
1 @ common practice

9. If cigarettes aren't bad for you, then how come it’s so hard on your health
to smoke?

a. circumstantial ad hominem
b. genetic fallacy
c. slippery slope

@ begging the question

10. Garry: I think the people who lost their livelihood because of the Gulf

oil spill ought to be paid their losses in full.
HArry: But there are disasters all over the place. You can’t compensate
everybody.

(@ perfectionist fallacy
b. straw man
c. appeal to tradition
d. appeal to common practice

Exercise 7-10

i . 1 group s, vote on which option best depicts the fallacy found in each passage,
| and compare results with other groups, (It is all right with us if you ask anyone

{ who is not participating in the discussions in !
fallacies include those found in Chapter 6 and S(Eh;pi?];p il

| ‘15

1. So what if the senator accepted a little ki
cians are corrupt, after all.

a. argument from envy
b. argument from tradition

ckback money—most politi-

£,
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@ common practice

d. subjectivism

e. no fallacy
2. Me? I'm going to vote with the company on this one. After all, I've been

with them for fifteen years.

a. genetic fallacy

(@® groupthink fallacy

c. slippery slope

d. no fallacy
3. Public opinion polls? They're rigged. Just ask anyone.

a. appeal to common practice
b. guilt trip
c. begging the question
@ appeal to popularity
e. no fallacy :
4. Hey! It can’t be time for the bars to close. I'm having too much fun.

a. false dilemma
b. misplacing the burden of proof
&y wishful thinking
d. appeal to tradition
e. no fallacy .

5. A mural for the municipal building? Excuse m¢, but why ;houll?kiu::':;:
money, our tax dollars, be used for a total_ly gnnecessary t glfo 34 Ut.
There are potholes that need fixing. Traffic 51_gnals that r11et_3 = Ougﬂge
up. There are a million things that are more nlnpo?tant. t (l;s Hiavh bréak!
spending taxpayers’ money on unnecessary frills like art. Gl

a. inconsistency ad hominem
(® argument from outrage
c. slippery slope
d. perfectionist fallacy
e. no fallacy
6. Mathematics is more difficult tha
easier term this fall. So I'm going to ta
math class.
a. circumstantial ad hominem
b. argument from pity
c. false dilemma
d. begging the question
no fallacy
7. Parker says Macs are better than P
say? He’s owned Macs for years.
a. personal attack ad hom_inem
circumstantial ad hominem
¢. inconsistency ad hominem
d. perfectionist fallacy
e. no fallacy

8. The congressman thought the pre.51d
offense. But that’s nonsensc, coming

n sociology, and 1 really geed an
ke a sociology class instead of a

Cs, but what would you expect him to
’

ent’s behavior was an impeachable
from the congressman. He had an

241

adulterous affair himself, after all.
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@ inconsistency ad hominem
b. poisoning the well

c. personal attack ad hominem
d. genetic fallacy

e. no fallacy

9. Your professor wants you to read Moore and Parker? Forget it. Their book
is so far to the right it’s falling off the shellf.
a.)poisoning the well
b. inconsistency ad hominem
c. misplacing the burden of proof
d. appeal to tradition
e. no fallacy

10. How do I know God exists? Hey, how do you know he doesn’t?
a. perfectionist fallacy
b. inconsistency ad hominem
misplacing the burden of proof
. slippery slope
e. begging the question

Exercise 7-11

In groups, vote on which option best depicts the fallacy found in each pas-

sage, and compare results with other groups. Note: The fallacies include those
found in Chapter 6 and Chapter 7.

1. Laws against teenagers drinking?—They are a total waste of time,
frankly. No matter how many laws we pass, there are always going to be
some teens who drink.

a. misplacing the burden of proof
G perfectionist fallacy

c. line-drawing fallacy

d. no fallacy

Even though Sidney was old enough to buy a drink at the bar, he had no
identification with him, and the bartender would not serve h’im.
a. perfectionist fallacy
b. inconsistency ad hominem
c. misplacing the burden of proof
d. slippery slope
{©) no fallacy
3. Just how much sex has to be in a m
Seems to me the whole concept ma
a. perfectionist fallacy
@ line-drawing fallacy
C. straw man
d. slippery slope
e. no fallacy

ovie before you call it pornographic?
kes no sense.

4. Studies confirm what ever
yone already k .
students better learners. HEE I o1 1o Hlasses rmaiie

.

i i n
. Mr. imHOFE: That does it. I'm cutting down o

8. ken: I think I'll vote for Andrews. She’s th
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a. appeal to common practice
b. begging the question
c. misplacing the burden of proof

@ appeal to popularity

e. no fallacy

5. The trouble with impeaching the president is this: Going after every per-

son who occupies the presidency will take up everyone’s time, and the
government will never get anything else done.

a. inconsistency ad hominem

@ straw man

c. groupthink
d. argument from envy
e. red herring

6. The trouble with impeaching the president is this. If we start going after

' t
him, next we’ll be going after senators, representatives, li(;overnu:)rs. Pretty
! ] ;
soon, no elected official will be safe from partisan attack.

a. inconsistency ad hominem
@slippery slope

C. straw man

d. false dilemma

: ing the burden of proof
e. misplacing the bu Jour peanut butter cook-

ies. Those things blimp me up.

i t?
MRs. imuoFE: Oh, Imhoff, get real. What about all the ice cream you €a

a. circumstantial ad hominem
b. subjectivism

c. straw man

d. slippery slope

@)inconsistency ad hominem .
¢ best candidate.

rOBERT: Why do you say she’s best?

i hat?
i _in.]law. Didn’t you know t
KEN: Because she’s my sister-l la

apple polishing
argument from pity
scare tactics

d. peer pressure argument
@none of the above

Gl

2
9. moE: You going to class tomorrow:

joE: I s’pose. Why?

: ired of bein ‘
MOE: Say, don’t you get tirec ikt
have thg Imost perfect attendance record of anyone

. 1i uys?
school—certainly better than the rest of us; right, guy

. poisoning the welll
. argument from pity
scare tactics ?l“

. no fallacy
@ none of the above

! st
Two-shoes? You mu ‘
il ot nt to this

paoow
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10. Morgan, you're down-to-earth and I trust your judgment. That’s
why I know I can count on you to back me up at the meeting this

é’cernoon.
apple polishing

b. argument from pity
c. scare tactics
d. guilt trip
e. no fallacy
11. “Do you want to sign this petition to the governor?”
“What's it about?”

" s - . -
We want him to veto that handgun registration bill that’s come out
of the legislature.”

“Oh. No, I don’t think I want to sign that.”

“Oh, really? So are you telling me you want to get rid of the Second
Amendment?”

false dilemma
b. personal attack ad hominem
c. genetic fallacy

d. misplacing the burden of proof
e. no fallacy

12. Outlaw gambling? Man, that’s a strange idea coming from you. Aren't
you the one who plays the lottery all the time? ;
inconsistency ad hominem
- circumstantial ad hominem
c. genetic fallacy
d. scare tactics
e. no fallacy

Exercise 7-12
Most of the following passages contain fallacie

Identify them where the
we have described.

4 s from Chapter 6 or Chapter 7.
y occur and try to place them in one of the categories

the pigeon sh:)’ot wgs p1l‘l ation and to raise money for the town. This year,
release the pigeons frc:;; I;L}]]pt-ed by animal rights activists who tried to
rights activists are the samélr cages. I can't help but think these animal
population through the usecol;t:i)ple -Who believe in controlling the human
means of controlling pigeons. W}?;Fi)z:]r;g]izpt(})’fg;;fﬁml i

__Rush Limbaugh
Dear Mr. Swanson: I reali
3 : I realize I'm not up § i
Siduati it [ P for a salary increase yet, but I
gh ght make my review a hit more timely if I poigted out to

you that I have a copy of all th
- . ¥ .
Ms. Flood in the purchasing depzrligi::ni Gl e Detrveca i

3. Idon't care if Ni '
care if Nike has s;g:nedhup Michael Jordan, Tiger Woods, and
ot thkiad § dbiils ;e their shoes. They're 4 crummy company
¥ product. The proof is the fact that they pay poor

10.

11.

LB

13.

14,

15.

16.

EXERCISES AR s
§in o
"V' .
e‘\p _:" )-\ 7/
women a dollar sixty for a long day’s work in their Vietnamese shoe fac- ).5 N U\l\ J\\
tories. That’s not even enough to buy a day’s worth of decent meals! EIN

I don't care if Nike has signed up Michael Jordan, Tiger Woods, and even
Santa Claus to endorse their shoes. They're a crummy company, and I
wouldn’t buy their shoes no matter what the circumstance. You don't
need any reason beyond the fact that they pay poor women a dollar sixty
for a long day’s work in their Vietnamese shoe factories. That’s not even ¢
enough to buy a day’s worth of decent meals! ' T \)

Nike is a crummy company that makes crummy shoes. Look: they still > |
sponsor Tiger Woods even after all the bad stuff that came to light about him. Y ,’g) £
pOWELL FAN: Colin Powell says that diplomatic efforts to avoid war with A C&-\w )
Iraq were serious and genuine, and his word is good enough for me. 1 _\‘f -
skeptic: And what makes you so sure he’s telling it like it is? ")Q‘ y
ran: Because he’s the one guy in the administration you can trust.

I know the repair guy in the service center screwed up my computer; he’s A X
the only one who's touched it since it was working fine last Monday. - ﬂx J

If you give the cat your leftover asparagus, next thing you know yoq’ll D¢ \r\){) (

feeding him your potatoes, maybe even your roast beef. Where will itall )/

end? Pretty soon that wretched animal will be sitting up here on the table

for dinner. He'll be eating us out of house and home.

Look, either we refrain from feeding the cat table scraps, or he’ll be up
here on the table with us. So don't go giving him your asparagus.

We have a simple choice. Saving Social Security is sure as hell 2 1pt more
important than giving people a tax cut. So write your representative now,

and let him or her know how you feel.
Let gays join the military? Give me a break. God creat

not Adam and Steve.

if he gave me an A for getting an 89.9 on the
So my professor told me if he g ol qpnint

test, next he’d have to give people an A for getting a

and pretty soon he’d have to give everyone il the class an A. How could I
argue with that? i
Those blasted Democrats! They want to increase government Sgen.llrtlg
on education again. This is the same outfit that gave us $10,000 toilets

and government regulations up the wazoo.

The way I see it, either the senator resigns, or h
one should admit to his misdeeds.

Lauren did a better job than anyone else at t
she has no experience, we've decided to give

i is nifty argument. I said,
terRY: I failed my test, but I gave my prof this ni

“Look ssl;l)pose s?;mebody did 0.0001 percent bette’rf thag %; \«;lmsilii til:t be
a big e’nough difference to give him a higher grade?” An be a th(:i H 2;1 i
imo " so then I said, “And if someone did 0.0001 percent better

second person, would that be a big enough difference?” And he had to say

i - place
mo” to that, 100, s0 1 just kept it up, and he n}fverxl:g: Lig%f;tgi;ﬁzrpl
i was big enough to give the 0
where the difference g fy giving anyone a better grade.

grade. He finally saw he couldn’t justi
HARRY: Well? What happened?
terrY: He had to fail the whole class.

ed Adam and Eve,

¢ sends a message that no

he audition, so even though
her the part in the play.
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17. “Many, but not all, on the other side of the aisle lack the will to win,”
said Representative Charlie Norwood of Georgia. “The American people
need to know precisely who they are.” He said, “It is time to stand up
and vote. Is it Al Qaeda, or is it America?”

—New York Times, June 15, 2006

18. Look, maybe you think it’s okay to legalize tribal casinos, but I don't.
Letting every last group of people in the country open a casino is a ridicu-
lous idea, bound to cause trouble.

19. What, you of all people complaining about violence on TV? You, with all
the pro football you watch?

20. You have three Fs and a D on your exams, and your quizzes are on the

borderline between passing and failing. I'm afraid you don’t deserve to
pass the course.

Exercise 7-13

:}lv;hire ‘Te (Moore fand Parker) teach, the city council recently debated relaxing
thz Cc:)csngtflze é)r(ilriagctz.l ?;Seostudent (who favored relaxation) appeared before
nd stated: people are having fu :

able to stop them.” [ pen

i S\i\lfled:rs;l:z(rll 5):1; studentshto state whether they agreed or disagreed with
support their position with a

yiheisiink n argument. Here are some of
ide i . : .

i ygj ﬁlgg 1;1:0 groups, and then. identify any instances of fallacious reason-

any answers, drawing from the materials in the last two chap-

: SC Of Ot c

151 E?S[;por;] whlzt fhc person is saying, If 250 people are having fun, one
person shouldn’t be able to stop them. Having parties and havin:g a good

tllTlC are a way Uf lle fOl‘ Cth I ou l.d. CaI}lpuS
: l § 1 : entS. he areas ar

A lot of people attend Chico State because of the social aspects. If rules

are too ti ;
businCStSlt_’gSh:\:‘(:Ll:ledsChOOIdCOUId lose its appeal. Without the students, local
80 under. Students keep the town floating. It’s not just

bars and liquor stor
C es, but gas stations
houses. This town would be like Orlan?lnd S Giiaan

3. If students aren’t allowed to party

4. We work hard all week long stud
let off steam after a hard week.

5. Noise is a fact of life around
m
what they are getting into bEfo?eS tt college campuses. People should know

they should just get earplugs or le ey move there. I they don't like it

ave
6. 1 agree with what the i i5e
. person is
what gives one person the rightstaoy lsrtlgpl'f}?esrg?p e b

7. 1 am sure many of the
people wh i
used to be stumbling doer: Ivy S?rsgftlphm it e pecle W

thing that the current students are doir‘l’;enty years ago doing the same

.the college will go out of business.
ying and going to classes. We deserve t0

EXERCISES

8. Two weeks ago, I was at a party, and it was only about 9:00 p.m. There
were only a few people there, and it was quiet. And then the police came
and told us we had to break it up because a neighbor complained. Well,
that neighbor is an elderly lady who would complain if you flushed the
toilet. I think it’s totally unreasonable.

9. Sometimes the noise level gets a little out of control, but there are other
ways to go about addressing this problem. For example, if you are a neigh-
bor, and you are having a problem with the noise level, why don’t you
call the “party house” and let them know, instead of going way too far
and calling the police?

10. I'm sure that these “narcs” have nothing else better to do than to harass
the “party people.”

11. You can’t get rid of all the noise around a college campus no matter what
you do.

12. The Chico noise ordinance was put there by the duly elected officials of
the city and is the law. People do not have the right to break a law that
was put in place under proper legal procedures.

13. The country runs according to maijority rule. If the overwhelming major-
ity want to party and make noise, under our form of government they
should be given the freedom to do so.

14. Students make a contribution to the community, and in return they
should be allowed to make noise if they want.

15. Your freedom ends at my property line.

Exercise 7-14
Go back to Exercise 4-16 and determine whether the author of the ar.tlf:le co.ml;
mits a fallacy in his criticism of Anthony Watts. Compare your PR e

those of your classmates.

Exercise 7-15

Listen to a talk-radio program | :
Reagan, Michael Savage), and see how many minutes
you hear one of the following: ad hominem, Straw man,
from outrage, or scare tactics. Report your findings to the
the first item from the above list that you heard.

ush Limbaugh, Michael
(or seconds) go by before
ridicule, argument
class, and describe

e.g., Air America, R

Exercise 7-16 1 i
Watch one of the news/public affairs programs on tclev1jmn LI:e;v;O tr;'u(r) fu:li ;
Jim Lehrer, Nightline, Face the Nation, and s0 'on], and ma Fikprpcipelrid
examples of fallacies that occur. Explain in writing why you
ples contain fallacious reasoning. ik
Alternatively, watch Real Time with Bill

long to find a fallacy there, either.

Maher. It usually doesn'’t take

Exercise 7-17 nd the pre-

n fallacies from both this chapter a

1 tai
The following passages °% 150 y in which each item belongs.

ceding one. Identify the categor .
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6.

10.

11.

. "I can safely say that no law, no matter how stiff the consequence is, will

completely stop illegal drug use. Outlawing drugs is a waste of time.”

—From a student essay

. "If we expand the commuter bus program, where is it going to end? Will

we want to have a trolley system? Then a light rail system? Then expand
Metrolink to our area? A city this size hardly needs and certainly cannot
afford all these amenities.”

—From a newspaper call-in column

. YAEKO: The character Dana Scully on The X-Files really provides a good

role model for young women. She’s a medical doctor and an FBI agent
and she's intelligent, professional, and devoted to her work. ;
MICHAEL: Thpse shows about paranormal activities are so unrealistic

Alien abductions, government conspiracies—it’s all ridiculous. :

. Overheard: “ ’ ion i
d: “The reason I don't accept evolution is that ever since Darwin,

scientists have been trying to prove that we evolved from some apelike
primate ancestor. Well, they still haven’t succeeded. Case closed.”

. Ladies and gentlemen, as you know, I endorsed council member Morris-

PRk g ;
:ey s bl;)d for reelection based on his outstanding record during his first
erm. Because you are the movers and shakers in this community, other

people place the same high value on ini i
the your opinions th
would feel privileged to have your support.p iz

; i1
It’s totally ridiculous to suppose that creationism is true. If creationism

were true, then half of what we kn :
EXTIEEy ow through sci
which is complete nonsense. ¢ ence would be false,

- KIRsTI: I counted my CDs this weekend, and out of twenty-seven, ten of

them were by U2. They are such a

. good band! I haven'’t he: i
Bono for a long time. He has such a terrific voice! P
BEN: Is he bisexual? .

. Was Gerhard a good committee chair? Well, I for one think you have to

flay h_c :LE‘%ECL‘{”CM’ especially when you consider all the abuse he put
p thlt - Right from the start, people went after him—they didn’t even
give him a chance to show what he could do. It was really vicious—

people making fun of him right to hj
' is face. i
he has been quite effective. e e sty

edical research that involves animals is completely unnecessary and a

waste t)fl_lln(mcy. Just think of the poor creatures! We burn and blind and
torture them, and then we kill them. They don’t know what is going to
i

happen to them, but the ‘
] y know something j i
scared to death. It’s really an outrage. [t e vppen Therac

Dear Editor—
If Christians do not participate in government, only sinners will
1 :

The HMO —From a letter to the Chico Enterprise Record
| .
business inptel?ep Lft:acttutglstfa}: thg PIOpoial will raise the cost of doing
th a degree that insure .
1 IS w
the statfe and ﬁo business elsewhere. What ity 1}1\11 Sl,)telf)c:)r](;t:i :gﬁaesve
we get from these HMOs. I know :
d peOple Who were 1
inent fl-?r cancer because their HMO wouldn't approizniteqr c}llt:eizntr;rgitc-
ors ’ _ & f
who won't recommend a procedure for their patients because they

A 13. The opposing party is going to give its 1

A 16. Romney was for abortion

EXERCISES

are afraid the HMO will cancel their contract. And when an HMO does
cancel some doctor’s contract, the patients have to find a new doctor
themselves—if they can. Everybody has a horror story. Enough is enough.

12. From an interview by Gwen Ifill (PBS News Hour) with Senator Kit Bond,
ranking Republican on the Senate Intelligence Committee:
reiLL: Do you think that waterboarding, as have described it, constitutes
torture?
soND: There are different ways of doing it; it's like swimming: freestyle,
backstroke. Waterboarding could be used, almost, to define some of the
techniques that our trainees are put through. But that’s beside the point.
It's not being used. There are some who say that, in extreme circum-
stances, if there is a threat of an imminent major attack on the United
States, it might be used.

—_From the video at <talkingpointsmenio. com/archives/060899.php>
eply to the president’s speech in
just a few minutes. Prepare yourself for the usual misstatements of fact,
exaggerated criticism, and attempts to distract from the real issues.

14. The proposal to reduce spending for the arts just doesn't make any sense.
We spend a paltry $620 million for the NEA [Natioqal Endowment for
the Arts|, while the deficit is closing in on $200 billion. Cutting support
for the arts isn’t going to eliminate the deficit; that’s obvious.

15. Year-round schools? I'm opposed. Once we let them 40 that, the next
thing you know they’ll be cutting into our vacation time and asking us to
teach in the evenings and on the weekends, and who knows where it will
end. We teachers have to stand up for our rights.

rights before he began running for president.

hink he should be ignored completely on the

on what he says.

11 going to have crime and murder. So 1

Now he’s anti-abortion. I t
subject since you can’t depend
17. Even if we outlaw guns, we're sti
re ! much point in it.
Hp ann et i — From a student essay

18. Do you think affirmative action programs are still necessary in the

country? Answers: |
a. Yes, of course. I don't see how you, a woman, can ask that question.

i ill.

It’s obvious we have a very long way to g0 sti 11 it

b. No. Because of affirmative action, my bro:lhjr lost his job to a minor
ity who had a lot less experience than he did. : i

C. YZS. The people who want to end affirmative action are a)ll Wlh’ltt, fdi
males who just want to g0 back to the good-old-boy system. t's alway

the same: Look out for number one. ) J )
d. No. The people who want it to continue know a good deal when they

{3 byt f1AP
see one. You think I'd want to end it if I were a minority:

Exercise 7-18

Explain in a sentence or two h 1
type of fallacy mentioned in either this chapt
these examples are difficult and should serve
times conform only loosely to the standard patterns.

i involves a
ach of the following passages invo
per ¢ er or the preceding one. Many of

to illustrate how fallacies some-
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CHAPTER 7: MORE FALLACIES

1. I believe that the companies that produce passenger airliners should be

6.

more strictly supervised by the FAA. I mean, good grief, everybody knows
that you can make more money by cutting corners here and there than
by spending extra time and effort getting things just right, and you know
there have got to be airlines that are doing exactly that.

. From a letter to a college newspaper editor: “I really appreciated the fact

that your editorial writer supports the hike in the student activity fee
that has been proposed. Since the writer is a senior and won’t even be
here next year, he will escape having to pay the fee himself, so of course
there’s no downside to it as far as he’s concerned. I'm against the fee, and

I'll be one of those who pay it if it passes. Mine is an opinion that should
count.”

. "'There’s a certain sameness to the news on the Big Three [ABC, NBC,

and CBS].and CNN,’ says Moody, . . . who is in charge of Fox News’s day-
_to-day editorial decisions. That's the message, Moody says, that ‘America
is bad, corporations are bad, animal species should be protécted and
every cop is a racist killer. That’s where “fair and balanced” [Folx's slogan|
comes in. We don'’t think all corporations are bad, every forest should

be saved, every i -
. government spending program is go ; i
Ftigids od. We're going to be
more inquisitive.”” 8 PN

—Frgm an interview with John Moody, vice president for news
editorial at Fox News Network, in Brill’s Content magazine

- During the Reagan and G. H. W. Bush administrations, Democratic

lljlcmlbt:,r}s] of Cc?ngrfsss pointed to the two presidents’ economic policies as
(I:)Jl‘ls}?éa uge deficits that could ultimately ruin the country’s economy.
resident Bush dismissed such charges as “the politics of doom and

gloom.” “These people will find a dark '
_ cloud i '
Was this response fallacious reasoning? 11 it

i . . :
. "Louis Harris, one of the nation’s most influential pollsters, readily
r

admits he is in the polling business to ‘have some impact with the mov-

Ll;:i:i:i]hlkt‘”;bi)f lt hL world.: 5n poll questions are often worded to obtain
answers that help legitimize the liberal Establishment'’s viewpoints.”

—Conservative Digest

“At a White House meeting in Feb i i

fia : & In February of 1983 with Washington, D.C.
anchormen, Ronald Reagan was asked to comment on’ , l
continuing perception among a number of black leadersa?haltjrt)?lre&?hite
Hopse continues to be, if not hostile, at least not welc s I Ie k view-
points.’ Prcs_ldcnt Reagan replied as follows: T'm OlTif? H) ;13(: VII it’s
very disturbing to me, because anyone who.knowiwrg;el(i)feast(:rya;f;vifsl

h, y > > = ace :
lrm‘:ty]g:i ll:z:tf(lriti fh;fﬁ‘wn‘ﬁ a thing called the civil-rights movement, I was
sy on S1AE. As a sports announcer, I didn’t have any Willie Mayses
or Reggie Jacksons to talk about whe fhyrmartha

i I was broad ; :
baseball. The opening line of " oadcasting major league

. the Spald : e i

is a game for Caucasian gentlen en]?’ ing Baseball Guide said, “Baseball

" And as a sport

ave ; s announcer [ was one

;’lfdl‘c‘;’-lﬁl :Klzlgﬁi Iir_aten;uty that used that job to editorialize against that
} ing of so many fine athle :
articipating i tes and so many fine Americans

glom partimpatmg in what was called the great Americaz game.’ Reagan

en we i - :
of a Nat?onogetc(; i?tmn that his father refused to allow him to see Birth
it was based on the Ku Klux Klan and once slept in 2

10.

Writing Exercises

1

. Two favorite scientists of the Council for Tobacco Research

. Your instructor will assign on

EXERCISES

car during a blizzard rather than stay at a hotel that barred Jews. Reagan’s
‘closest teammate and buddy’ was a black, he said.”
—James Nathan Miller, The Atlantic

From a letter to the editor of the Atlantic Monthly: “In all my reading
and experience so far, I have found nothing presented by science and
technology that precludes there being a spiritual element to the human
being. . . . The bottom line is this: Maybe there are no angels, afterlife,
UFOs, or even a God. Certainly their existence has not yet been scientifi-
cally proved. But just as certainly, their nonexistence remains unproved.
Any reasonable person would therefore have to reserve judgment.”

Stop blaming the developers for the fact that our town is growing! If you
want someone to blame, blame the university. It brings the new people
here, not the developers. Kids come here from God knows where, and lots
of them like what they find and stick around. All the developers do is put
roofs over those former students’ heads.
were Carl
Seltzer and Theodore Sterling. Seltzer, a biological anthropologist,
believes smoking has no role in heart disease and has alleged in print that
data in the huge 45-year, 10,000-person Framingham Heart Study—which
found otherwise—have been distorted by anti-tobacco researchers. Fra}m-
ingham Director William Castelli scoffs at Seltzer’s critique but says it
“has had some impact in keeping the debate alive.” ] _
Sterling, a statistician, disputes the validity of population studle§
linking smoking to illness, arguing that their narrow focus on .smokmg
obscures the more likely cause—occupational exposure to toxic fpmcs.
For both men, defying conventional wisdom has been rewarding.
Seltzer says he has received “well over §1 mill'ion” frlom the Copn(:ll for
research. Sterling got $1.1 million for his Special Projects work in

1977-82, court records show.

— From “How Tobacco Firms Keep He
Alix Freedman and Laurie Cohen. .
Wall Street Journal and was reprinte
t against China ever since the
ven’t turned the Chinese
All they’ve done, in fact, is
1d get rid of the sanctions
their human rights record.

alth Questions ‘Open’ Year After Year,”

The article originally appeared in the
d in the Sacramento Bee.

We have had economic sanctions in effec
Tienanmen Square massacre. Clearly, they hav
leadership in Beijing into a bunch of good guys.
cost American business a lot of money. We shou
and find some other way to make them Improve

e or more of the Essays for Analysis in

Appendix 1 for you to scan for fallacies and thetorical devices.

. 1
In the spring of 2010, the Texas State Board o.f Edlfca}t,mr]l( ;’ot:(i :t(:n ,F,‘;;
a conservative stamp on history and economics tu(t1 00 m:' (?rm;wm e
the Founding Fathers’ commitment to a purely secular §

presenting Republican political philosop
The majority of the board, a 10-vote blocd'
theory of evolution and believe the Foundin

hies in a more positive light.“_
(of 15 total), “question Darwin’s
g Fathers were guided by
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CHAPTER 7: MORE FALLACIES

Christian principles.” On the other side are “a handful of Democrats and
moderate Republicans who have fought to preserve the teaching of Dar-
winism and the separation of church and state.”

Which side do you think has the better case? Should Texas schools
teach Darwin’s theory of evolution? Should they teach that the United
States was consciously founded on Christian principles? Write a two-page
essay in which you describe and defend your position. When the class has
finished, read the essays in groups, looking for fallacies and other rhetori-
cal devices. (Your instructor may have further or alternative instructions.)

3. A Schedule I drug, as defined by the Controlled Substances Act of 1970,

is one that (a) has a high potential for abuse, (b) has no currently accepted
medical use in treatment in the United States, and (c) has a lack of
accepted safety for use of the drug under medical supervision. Should mar-
ijuana be classified as a Schedule I drug? Defend a position on the issue
following the same instructions as for Writing Exercise 2.

. Choose two of the examples in Exercise 7-17 and diagram them according

to the procedure described in Chapter 2.

Categorical Logic

... The Science of Deduction and Analysis is one

which can only be acquired by long and patient

study, nor is life long enough to allow any mortal to
attain the highest possible perfection in it.

—_From an article by Sherlock Holmes,

in A Study in Scarlet by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

ortunately, the greatest detective was doing some

serious exaggerating in this quotation. While it may

be that few of us mortals will attain “the highest pos-
sible perfection” in “the Science of DeductiQn,” most of
us can learn quite a bit in a fairly short time if we put ou}
minds to it. In fact, you already have an understanding 0
the basics from Chapter 2. In this chapter and the next,
you'll learn two kinds of techniques for making and evaluat-
ing deductive inferences—in other words, arguments.

If you flip through the pages of these two chapter;,
you'll see diagrams with circles and Xs, and in Chapti:; i
page after page of weird symbols that remind some peop

*An understanding that's somewhat better than Sir Arthur's, as a ma"rter of ratctto I\él:ny
instances of what he has Sherlock Halmes referring 10 as "deduct;on tu;n \?Vl; brield
inductive arguments, not deductive ones, as was mgntmned in chapterf ; 4
disrespect, of course; one of your authors is a dyedlln-th&wool Holmes fanatic.

Deductive Arguments |

Students will learnto . . .
33

Recognize the four types of cat-
egorical claims and the Venn
diagrams that represent them

. Translate a claim into standard

form

. Use the square of opposition

to identify logical relationships
between corresponding categorical
claims

. Use conversion, obversion, and

contraposition with standard form
to make valid arguments

. Recognize and evaluate the validity
of categorical syllogisms

R ————————




