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Description: Select a topic that interests you and has been studied by sociologists. Find 5 peer-
reviewed sociological articles. You will need to identify a specific issue or question to narrow
your scope. For example, the general topic of families is too broad a topic, however a more
Specific topic of ‘boomerang’ children (adult children who retun to live with their parents)
would be doable. The general topic of crime is too broad, however a more specific topic of the
overrepresentation of aboriginals in the Canadian criminal justice system is focused. The
assignment will be the basis for the final essay due in March.

1. Receiving a mark of at least 80% on the Academic Integrity and Library Quiz. This is an
online quiz to help you leam about academic misconduct, plagiarism, and library
research. You will receive a penalty of 20% for Assignment #1 if you do not complete
the Academic Integrity and Library Quiz and receive a mark of 80%.

2. Submission of paper copy and electronic copy to turnitin.com. (If you require assistance
with turnitin.com please contact our Instructional Assistant Gerald Bierling). You will
receive a penalty of 20% for Assignment #1 if you do not submit to tumitin.com. If you
do not wish to submit to turnitin.com you must give Dr. Colavecchia a second paper copy
of your assignment.

Part A: Requirements for Selection of Sources (20 marks)

Requirement #1: All 5 articles must be closely-related reflecting a narrow focus. 10 marks
You must use Sociological Abstracts database to locate these articles.
Requirement #2: All 5 articles must be sociological. 10 marks

Not all articles within Sociological Abstracts database are sociological. There are various ways
of determining whether your article is sociological. First, check the journal name. Sometimes
these explicitly include “Sociology” or “Sociological”, however there are sociological journals
that don’t have “sociology” in their name (i.e. Journal of Marriage and Families). Additionally,
sometimes sociological research s published in related or interdisciplinary fields, such as
criminology. Thus you shouldn’t necessarily exclude an article because it is published in a non-
sociological journal. A second way of determining whether the article is sociological is to check
the author’s institutional affiliation (whether they are working in a sociological department or
not). The best way of ensuring that the article is sociological is to read the article and make this
determination based on the content of the article. If you are uncertain about whether an article is
sociological meet with your Teaching Assistant during their office hours and bring your article.
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Deduction of 5 marks for each non peer-reviewed article included. To ensure that your articles
are peer-reviewed select the “peer-review” option when searching for articles.

Requirement #4: 2 out of the 5 articles must have been published after Jan 1.2006.

Deduction of 5 marks if one article is not recent. Deduction of an additional 5 marks if two
articles are not recent.

Requirement #5: Length of articles must be acceptable.

Deduction of 5 marks for each article that is deemed to be of insufficient length. Do not include
short research notes which tend to be less than 10 pages in length. Peer-reviewed articles tend to
be 10-30 pages in length.

Part B (50 marks)

For each article, answer questions 1 and 2 below.

Answer each of the following questions in your own words and in sentence format. No point
form is allowed. You are expected to paraphrase others’ words and are discouraged from using
any direct quotations in each of the following answers (with the exception of short phrases or
terms that may appear in quotations, ic., Colavecchia uses the term “moneywork” to describe the
labour involved in managing family finances).

Answer Questions 1 and 2 for each of your 5 articles (10 marks per article * 5 articles=50 marks)

1. In2 or 3 sentences outline the key research questions of this study. (5 marks)
2. In410 6 sentences describe the key findings of the study. (5 marks)

Format: Provide full bibliographic information for the article using APA (author, year of
publication, article itle, journal name, volume number, page numbers) followed by your
answers.

Part C (30 marks)

3. In 6-10 sentences compare the research questions that are pursued in your $ articles. You
need to make explicit connections across the 3 articles. You must use in-text citations to
indicate the specific articles you are referring to, or comparing. Be very precise in your
use of in-text citations. If you make a statement and the in-text citation lists 3 articles this
‘means that the statement you have made only applies to the 3 articles. The in-text
citations do not need to consistently include all 5 articles, however you need to show that
‘you are making comparisons across as many of your 5 articles as possible.
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‘must use in-text citations to indicate which articles you are referring to.

Please note: Questions 3 and 4 are asking you to draw connections across the articles in terms of
their research questions and findings. You are encouraged to use this comparative analysis for
your final essay and you are permitted to go beyond this and to draw connections across your
articles in relation to other issues, including but not limited to: theory, social policy, and
methodology.

Referencing: You must use APA (American Psychological Association) referencing format. It
is important that you are careful about your referencing in order to avoid plagiarism. We will be
using Tumitin.com to detect plagiarised assignments and essays. In the event that there is
plagiarism the student will receive a zero for the essay. Further consequences might also arise as
plagiarism constitutes academic misconduct at McMaster University. Presenting someone else’s
words as your own is plagiarism. Presenting someone else’s ideas as your own is also plagiarism.
When using someone else’s words, the student must put the words in quotation marks and cite
the source (author, year of publication, page reference). When using someone else’s ideas (and
the student’s own words) the student must cite the source (author and year of publication). If
you are unclear about what plagiarism is please speak to Professor Colavecchia.

Essay

Description: The essay will build on assignment #1 and will be a synthesis and critical and
comparative analysis of your 5 articles. Another way of saying this is that you are showing the
reader that you comprehend the complexity of the research and can engage with it in a thoughtful
‘manner. You need to develop connections across your 5 articles without resorting to merely
summarizing each article. The objective of the paper is to analyze the topic from a sociological
perspective by drawing on sociological research. What does sociological research have to say
about your topic? The following are suggestions for what you might want to discuss in your

paper.
Comparisons across 5 articles in relation to:

 Central research questions pursued by researchers and significance of the questions

« Key findings (Address complexity here; avoid temptation to simplify findings)

« Theoretical approaches (Differences in theoretical approaches taken by the various
researchers studying your topic)

« Methodological approaches (i.
impact the findings?)

« Policy Implications (i.¢., How might you explain variation in policy suggestions made by
researchers studying the same topic?)

« Directions for future research (these should be grounded in the findings of your studies)

.. How might differences in methodology or sampling

Format: 8§ pages (excluding Title page and References). Do not exceed page limit.
Double-spaced, 12-point font, number your pages.




